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?lan of lbs Four laji Volumes. '"-^^^^uccefjion and 
Characters of the Greek Emperors of Conjlan* 
tinople^ from the Time of Heraclim to the Latin 

Conqueji. ^ 

I HAVE now deduced from Trajan to Con- CHAP. 
ftantine; from Cooftantine to Heraclius, the XLVHI. 
regular feries of the Roman cmpefdVs ; and oefcaT^ 
faithfully expofed the profperous and adverfe ^^e B^rsu- 
fortunes of ihcir reigns. Five centuries of the '*°* *^'*°^* 
decline and fall of the empire have already elap- 
fed; but a period of more than ciglxt hundred 
years ftill feparates me from the term of my la- 
bours, the taking of Conftantinoplc by the 
Vol. IX. B Turka. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

v?T^T?* Turks. Should I pcrfcvere in the fame courfct 
Ihpuld I obferve the fame meafure, a prolix and 
(lender thread would be fpun through many a 
volume, nor would the patient reader find an 
\sj^^ adequate reward of inftrudion or amufement« 
At every flep, as we (ink deeper in the decline 
and fail of the Eaflern empire, the annals of 
each fucceeding reign would impofe a more un- 
grateful and melancholy talk. Thefe annals 
mud continue to repeat a tedious and uniform 
tale of wcaknefs and mifcry ; the natural con- 
nexion of caufes and events would be broken by 
frequent and hafty traniitions, and a minute ac- 
cumulation of circumftances muft deftroy the 
light and cfFedk of thofc general piftures which 
compofe the ufe and ornament of a remote hif- 
tory. .Frpm the time of Heraclius, the Byzan- 
tine theatre is coottafted and darkened: the 
line of empire, which had been defined by the 
laws of Juftinian and the arms of Bclifarius, rc- 

/ cedes on all fides from our view : the Roman 
name, the proper fubjeft of our enquiries, is re- 
duced to a narrow corner of Europe, to the 
lonely fuburbs of Coriftahtinople ; and the fate 
of the Greek empire has been compared to that 
of the Rhine, which lofes itfclf in the fands, be- 
fore its waters can mingle with the ocean. The 
fcale of dominion is diminithed to our view by 
the diftance of time and place : nor is the lofs of 
externjil fplcndour compcnfatcd by the nobler 
gifts of virtue and genius. In the la(l moments 
of her decay, Confl-antinople was doubtlefs more 
opulent and populous than Athens at her moft 

. . flourilhing aera, when a fcanty fum of fix thou-, 
fand talents, or twelve hvindred thoufand pounds 
flerling, was pofleflfed by twenty-one thoufand 
male citizens of an adult age. Bat each of 

^ ; thefe citizens was a freeman, whp dared to aflert 

'^ the liberty of his thoughts, words, andaftions; 

I ' whofe 
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whole )>ecfdn and property were guarded by equal CHAP. 
law i and who exercifcd his independent vote in . ^ J ^^^^* 
the government of the republic. Their num- '^^ ^ 
bers feem to be multiplied by the ftrong and va- 
rious difcriminations of charaAer: under the 
(hicld of freedom, on the wings of emulation 
and vanity 9 each Athenian afpired to the level of 
the national dignity: from this commanding 
eminence, fomc chofcn fpirits foared beyond the 
reach of a vulgar eye; and the chances of fupe- 
rior merit in a great and populous kingdom, as 
they are proved by experience, would excufe 
the computation of imaginary millions. The 
territories of Athens, Sparta^vand their allies, 
do not exceed a moderate province of France 
or England : but after the trophies of Salamis 
and Plataea, they expand in our fancy to the gi- 
gantic fize of Afia, which had been trampled 
under the feet of the vidorious Greeks. But 
the fubjc<5ts of the Byzantine empire, who aflume 
and dilhonour the names both of Greeks and 
Romans; prefent a dead uniformity of abjcdt vi- 
ces, which are neither foftened by the weaknefs 
of humanity, nor animated by the vigour of me* 
morable crimes. The freemen of antiquity might 
repeat with generous cnrhufiafm the fentencc of 
Homer, ** that on the firft day of his fervitude, 
" the captive is deprived of one half of his man- ^ 
** ly virtue '* But the poet had only fcen the * 
effects of civil or domcftic flavery, nor could -he 
foretell that the fecond moiety of manhood muft ' 
be annihilated by the fpiritual dcfpotifm. Which 
(hackles, not only the actions, but even the - 
thoughts of the proftrate Votary. By this double 
yoke, the (jreeks were oppreflfed under the fire- ^.- 
ceffori 4rf'HfefacRus^; the tyfaht, a law of etc^fnal 
jufticc,'wa4 degraded by rhie vices of his fub- ' 
jedi ; and on the throne*, in tfe«''<aimp, in the • 
fchods, we feirth, peihkps'^Uh' fruitlcfs'dili. • 
B 2 gence, 
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CHAT, gcocc, the names, and chara^fsrs, ihat mfy de* 
^2^lvil^ ferve to be refcued frotn [oblivion. Nor af C: tbc 
defe£ls^ of the fubjedt cooipenfated by the fkill 
and -variety of the, painters. .Q£ a fpacc of eight 
hundfcd ypars, the fopr fjrft ccn^utk^ at^ ovcr- 
fpreadwith;^ cloud interrupted by:.fome fiiin.t 
and broken rays of hiftoric light : m the lives of 
the emperors, froni , Maurice to Alqici^u^, Bafil 
the Macedqnian has alone been tlie theme of .a 
feparate work ; and the ahfence, or Jofs, or ioi- 
perfection of contemporary evidence,; ftiuft -be 
poorly fuppiied by the doubtful authority of niore 
recqpt compilers. The fouf laft centuries are ' 
exeqipt frpm the reproach of penury ; and with 
the CpQinenian family, the hifloric muf^ ofCoo* 
ftant^nople again revives, but h^r. apparel is 
gaudy, her motions are without elegance or 
grace. A fucceffion of priefts, or coprciers, 
treads in each other^s fdp^tfteps in the faoie path 

^ of fcryitude and fuperftitiqn : the^r yijews arc 

narrow, their judgment is feeble or corrupt ; 
and we clofe the volunie pf coptoujs barrennefs, 
ftill ignoraut of the caufes of events, the cha- 
ra^ersof. the actojrs, an4 the manners pf the 
timcsa ^hicb they, ^lebrate :or deplore. The 
obferyation which has been applied to a man, 
may be. extended to a whole people,' that the 
■'^ energy of the fword.i^ cpinm;unicated to the pen ; 
and it. will be fopnd by experience, that the 
tone of hiftory will rife or fall with the fpirit of 
tbeagq, . 
Its connec- . From tbefc confidcrations, I (hould have aban* 
Jhe^r^o. dpn?d without regret the dreck flavcsaod their 
tionsofthe fcTVile hiftorians^had I not reflc^cid that the 
'^**'^^' fate of the .Byzaiitinc monarchy i^ p/^vely ?on- • 
nedted^Hh the mpft fj^endid and important re- ; 
volutioiis which haver ^hanged the ftate of the < 
world. : The fpape pfthe Ipft prpyincfps. was im* 
mediatcIy*rcpIeqiihod with new cdiopiea and. ri<. 

fing 
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fingkingdomr': the aftive nitaes of peace and CHAR 
varrUdfcrted* from the nhinqaifhed ta the viftori- ^f;^^- 
ius nations ji and it n w their wgtn and con- "^"^^ 
quells, hi their rQligtoO' and govern men t, that 
wc TO«ft'. explore the catifes and eflfedts of the 
dedine arid fall of ^hc Eaftern empire. Nor 
vili this'fcope of natrativev the riciae^and vari- 
ety of thefe taateriali) be incompatible with the 
unity of 'defign and cobttpoiition; As, in his 
dafly praryiers, the Mfifulman of Fez or Delhi 
ftftt^ turnr hisrfaice towards the temple of Mecca, 
the hiftorian's eye flmB be^'alvrays fixed on the ^ 

cityof Cohftantinople. . The excurfiVc line may 
embrace tlhe wilds of Arabia and Tsrtary, but 
the circte' will be uWmatety reduced to the de- 
creafinglimit Aof the Roman monarchy. 

Onr :thia"p^rihciple'I ftail now cftablifli the plan «•« •f a« 
of the four laft Tolum^« ^f the prcfent work. tXmil. 
The firft chapter will con tain, In a regular feries, 
the cniper6Tsi who reigned- at Conftantinopte 
duriiig a period of fik-hiindred years, from the 
days of HcracKti^tO'1fheLattn<;onqueft : a rapid 
abftradfci' which may be^fupjfjorted by vl general 
appeal to the onjier andiext df the original hif- 
torians* In this introdu>6tion, -l fhall confine 
myfelf tathc revolutions of the throne, the fac- 
ceffibni of families, the pei^lqnal chafa£lbraof the 
Greek princes, the mbde of their life and death, 
the ma^nms and inftuendc of their domeftic' go-t/^ > \ ^ 
vernmcnt, and the tendency of their reign to- 
accelerate or fufpcnd tlie downfal of the Eaftern 
empire. Such a chconological review will fcrvc 
to illuflrrate the various argument of the fubfe* 
quent chapters i and each circumftance of the 
eventful ilory of the Barbarians will iadapt itfetf 
in a proper place to theSyaiantine annals. The 
internal ftate of the emj^i^e^ and the dangerous 
berefy of the PduKcians, ^^hi^h (hook tte Eaft 
and enlightened tb? Weft, XffWiht the fubjefl of 

two 
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G HAP. two feparatc chaptcts -, but,tbcfe:enqutrie« muft 
^^^^^^^bepoft progrefe ftiall have 

opened tb« view of the Avorld in tbe ninth and 
tenth centuries of the Chriftian sera. After this 
foundation of Byza«tinc: hiftory, the, foUowinj^ 
nations will pafs before t)ur eyes, and each will 
occupy the fpace to: which lit may be entitled by 
greatnefs or merit, or the degree of' corineAion^ 
with the Roman world arid the prcfent age. 

I. ThepKANKsv a general appellation which in-, 
eludes alt the Barbarians of France,: Italy, and 
Germany, who wcrc: united by ther\fwoiid andr 
fcepirc of Charlemjagne. . The perfecUtion of 
imag^9 and their: votaries, Separated Rome and 
Italy from the Byzailtine throae^ and prepared 
the reftoration of the Roman empire. in the Weft. 

II. The Arabs or Saracbns. Three ample 
chapters will be., ide voted .tot his curious and in- 
terefting' obje^. ilntbe firft, after a piftiire of 
the country and its: inhabitants, I. {hall invefti- 

-4 gat^ the. Qbara£ker of Mahomet V the cbarjtfter, 
religion,: and fucccfs df the f>rophctt . In the 
fecond I (hall lead tH^ Aribs ta thetonqueft of 
Syria; Egypt, imd Africav the provin'ces 6{ the 
Roman empire; nor; :cflin I check their vi&on-' 
ous eareevtill they baVe overthrown: the rrionar* 
>f chics of Ptrfia and Spai^^: lJo the third I (hall 
enquire how Conftantinoplc and Europe .'were 
faved by tbc luxury and art^; the divifionr.and 
decay of the empire of the caliphs^ A finglc 
chapter will include, ! HI.. The Bulgarians, 
\j ^^^ jy^ HttNGAriANS, and, V* Russians, who laf- 
fauhcd by: fea or by land theprovinccs-andthc 
capital ; but the laft- of : th^c,: fo important in 
their prcfent greatnefs,:. wilt excite fome ciiriofity 
in their origin and infancy # .VI. The No < mans • 
or ratlier the private adventurers of that • a- like 
people, who founded a- powerful kiQgdorh in 
Apulia and Sicily, ihook. the throne, of Con- 

ftantinople, 
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ilantinople, difplaycd the trophies of chivalry, CHAP 
and almoft realized the wonders of totu^ticc ^^P^\ 

VII. The Latins ; the fubjeft^ of the popc^ 
the nations of the Weft, who enlifted under the 
banner of the crofs for the recovery or relief of? 
the holy fepulchre. The Greek emperors were 
terrified and preferved by the myriads of piU 
grims who marched to Jerufaleni with Godfrey 
of Bouillon and the peers of Chriftendom. The 
fecond and third cruiades trod in the footfteps of 
the firft : Afia and Europe were mingled in a 
facred war of two hundred years ; and the 
Chrifttan powers were bravely refiftcd, and 
finally expelled,. by Saladin and the Mamalukes 
of Egypt. In thofe memorable crufades, a fleet 
and army of French and Venetian^ wcrie diverted 
from Syria to the Thracian Bofphorus : they af- 
faulted the capital,, they fubyertcd the Greek mo* 
oarchy: and a dynafty of Latin princes was fcated 
near threefcore years on the throne ofConftantine. 

VIII. The Greeks themfclves, during.this period 
of captivity and exile, muft. be confidcred as a fo- 
reign nation ; the enemies, and again the fovc- 
reigns, of Conftantinople. Misfortune had re- 
kindled a fpark of national virtue- and the 
Imperial ferics may be continued with fotne<iig- 
nity from their reftoration to the Turkifh con- 
qucft. IX. The Moguls and Tartars. By 
the arms of Zingis and his defendants, the 
globe was fhaken from China to Poland and 
Greece : the fultans were overthrown : the ca- 
liphs fell, and the Caefars trembled on their 
throne. The vjftories of Timour fufpended 
above fifty years the final ruin of the Byzantine 
empire. X. I have already noticed the firft ap- 
pearance of the Turks, and the names of the 
fathers, of Seljuk and Otbman^ difcriminatc the 
two fucceffive dynafties of the nation, which 
emerged in the eleventh century from the Scy- 
thian wildcrnefs. The former eftabliilied a 

potent 
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CH*AP.|)oteht and fplendid kingdom (rom! the baiTk& of 
^X^^^jthc Oxqs tQ Antioch and Nice j and the firft 
crufade was provoked • by the viQlatidji xjf Jcru- 
faleiu and; the danger of, Conftmcinopie. From 
anihmnble origin, the Ottomans amfe,xche fconrgc 
and terror of Ghriftendom* Condantinople was 
befteged and taken by Mahomet IL and.his tri* 
nwph annibilates the remnant^ the imagC), the 
title, pf the Roman empire in the Eaft. The 
fchiftnqf the Greeks will heconiieded with 
their laft calamities;^ and the r^ftoration.of learn* 
iag in the Weftern world. I (hall TCtorn from 
the captivity of the new, to the r^ins of ancient 
RoM£ : and the venerable namc^the interefting 
thente, will (bed a ray of glory on the conclufi- 
on of niy labours. 



Second THE emperor Hcraclius had puniflied a ty,rant 

S!a deSi and afcended his. throne ^, and the memory of 
of HeracU- his rcign IS pcrpetuatcd by the tranfient cpnqueft, 
gind irreparable lofs,'of the Eafterr^ provinces^ 
After the death of Eudocia, his firft wife, lie 
difobcyed the patriarch, and viojlated the laws, 
by his fecond marriage with his niece Martina ; 
and the fupcrftition of the Greeks beheld the 
judgment of heaven in the difeafes of the father 
and the deformity of bis offspring. But the 
opinion of an illegitimate birth i? fufficient to 
diftrafk the choice, and loofcn the obedience of 
the people : the ambition of Martina was Quick- 
ened by maternal love, and perhaps by the envy 
of a ftepmother ; and' the aged huftand was too 
feeble to withftand the arts of conjugal allure- 
ments. Conftantioe, his eldcil fon, enjoyed in 
a mature age the title of Auguftusi but the 
weaknefs of his conftitutipn required a colleague 

and 
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an4 a; guardian, and he yielded with fecret re*CH AP. 
luiftancc to the partition of the empire. The ^^i;;XiIi 
fcnatewas iummoned. to the* palace to ratify or ^ p^ ^38^ 
arteft the aflbciation of Heracleonafi^ the fon of Joiy 4* 
Martina : the impofition of the diadem was 
confircrated by the prayer atid bieffing of the pa- 
triarch ; the fenator^ and patricians adored the 
majeily of the great erpperor and the partners of 
bis. reign ; and as fpon as the doors were thrown 
open 9 they were hailed by the tuinuhuary but 
important voice of the foldiers. After an inter** a. d. 639, 
yal of five months, the pompous ceremonies J*""^' 
which formed the eflSence of the Byzantine ftate 
were celebrated in' the cathedral and the hippo- 
dronae : the coDcord of the royal brothers was 
afFeSiediy difplayed by the younger leaning on 
the arm of the elder ; and the name of Martina^ 
was mingled in the reludant or venal acclama- 
tions of the people. Heraclius furvived this af« 
fociation about two years : his lad teftament de-; a. d. 641, 
clared his two fons the equal heirs of the Eaftern ^'**'^*'^ " 
empire, and commanded them to honour his 
widow Martina as their mpther and their fo- 
vcreign. 

When I^artiim grft appeared on the throne confttn. 
with the name and attrijbutes of royalty, fhe was a!^d. 641* 
checked by^firno, though refp^dtful, oppofition ; F«*>roai7. 
and the dying embers of free$lom were kindled 
by the breath of fuperftitious^prejudice. " We 
^* reverence/^ exclaimed the voice of a citizen, 
** we reverence the mother of pur princes ; but 
" to thofe princes alone our obedience is due ; 
♦* and Conftantine, the elder emperor, is of an 
*♦ age to fuftaiu, in bis own hands, the weight 
" of the fqeptre. Your fex is excPuded by nature 
^ from the toils of government. How could 
^^ you combat, how could you anfwer, the Bar- 
** barians, who, with hoftile or friendly intcn- 
^- tions, may approach the royal city ? May 

" heaven 
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CHAP « heaven avert from the Roman republic thia 
^ yi^j^'. ** national difgracc, which would provoke the 
*♦ patience of the haves of Perfia.** Martina 
(^efcended from the throne with indignation, and 
fought a refuge in the female apartment of the 
palace. The reign of Conftantine the third laft- 
ed only one hundred and three days : he expired 
in the thirtieth year of his age, and, although 
his life had been a long malady, a belief was 
entertained that potfon had been the means, and 
his cruel ftep-mother the author, of his untimely 
Hertdeo. fate. Martina reaped indeed the harveft of his 
A,V 64i,dcath, and aflTumed the government in the name 
Mayas- of the furviving emperor; but the inceftuous 
widow of Heraclius was univerfally abhorred ; 
the jcaloufy of the people was awakened, ancj 
the two orphans whom Conftantine had left, be- 
came the objeds of the public care. It was in 
vain that the fon of Martina, who was no more 
' than fifteen years of age, was taught to declare 
himfelf the guardian of his nephews, one oF 
whom he had prefented at the baptifmal font : it 
was in vairi that he fwore on the wood of the 
true crofs, to defend them againft all their ene- 
mies. On his death-bed, the late emperor had 
difpatched a trufty fervant to arm the troops and 
provinces of the Eaft in the defence of his help- 
lefs children: the eloquence and liberality of 
Valentin had been fuccefsfiil, and from his 
camp of Chalcedon, h^ boldly demanded the 
puniftiment of the affaffins, and the reftoration 
of the lawful heir. The licence of the foldiers 
who devoured the grapes and drank the wine of 
their Afiatic vineyards, provoked the citizens of 
Conftantinople againft the domeftic authors of 
their calamities, and the dome of St. Sophia re- 
echoed, not with prayers and hymns, but with 
the clamours and imprecations of an enraged 
multitude. At their imperious command. He. 

racleonas 
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raclronas appeared in the pulpit with the cldcft C H A P, 
of the royal orphans ; Conftans alone was fa- ^^Xl^ 
luted as emperor of the Romans, and a crown 
of gold, which had been taken from the tomb 
of Heraclius, was placed on his head, with the 
folemn bcnedi£tion of the patriarch. But in the 
tumult of joy and indignation, the church 
was pillaged, the fanfluary was polluted by 
a promifcuous crowd of Jews and ' Barbari- 
ans ; and the lyionothclite Pyrrhus, a crea- 
ture of the cmprcfs, a'tcr dropping a pro- 
teftation on the altar, efcaped by a prudent flight 
from the zeal of the Catholics. A more ferious 
and bloody talk was rcfcrvcd for the fcnate, who 
derived a temporary ftrength from the confcnt 
of the foldiers and people. The fpirit of Roman 
freedom revived the ancient and awtui examples 
of the judgment of tyrants, and the Imperial 
culprits were depofed and condemned as the au* 
thors of the death of Conftantine. But the fe- 
verity of the confcript fathers was ftained fey the 
iBdifcriminate puniihment of the innocent and' 
the guilty : Martina and Heracleonas were fen- Puoirhment 
tenccd to the amputation, the former of her*^ '^*^^'"» 
tongue, the latter of his nofe ; and after this dec.ntT,*' 
cruel execution, they confumed the remainder ^- ^- ^*^ 
of their days in exile and oblivion. The Greeks *^*"* ^'' 
who were capable of refleftion might find fome 
confolation for their fervitude, by obferving the 
abufc of power when it was lodged for a mo- 
ment in the hands of an ariftr cracy. 

We (hall imagine ourfclves tranfported fiveConftsmfri. 
hundred years backwards to the age of the An-sJpteniber' 
tonines, if we liftcn to the oration which Conftans 
IL pronounced in the twelfth year of his age 
before the Bylzantine fenate. After returning 
his thanks for the juft puniftiment of the aflaifms 
who had intercepted the faircft hopes of his 
father's reign, *' By the divine providence,'* 

faid 
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C H A P. faid the young emperor, ;*' and by your righte-^ 
X^^Z^^ ^^ ous decree, Martina ai^d herinceftuous pro- 
geny have been caft headlong from the throne.^ 
Your majcfty and wifdorti hava prevented the 
Roman ftatc from degenerating . into lawlefe 
*^ tyranny, Ithcrcf ore exhort and bcfeech you 
*• to ftand forth as the counfcllors and judges of 
**' the common fafcty.** The fcnators were gra-. 
tified by the refpcaful addrefs and liberal dona^ 
tive of their fovcrcign • but thefe fervile Greeks 
were unworthy and regardlefs of freedom; and 
in his mind, the leiTon of aft hour was quickly 
erazed by the prejudices of the age and the habits . 
of dcfpotifm. He retained only a jealous fear 
left the fcnate or people fhould one day invade 
the right of primogeniture^ and feat* his brother 
Theodofius on an equal throne By the impofi-*^ 
tion of holy orders, the grandfon of HeracHur 
was difqualified for the purple ; but thiscercmo-^ 
ny, which fecmed to profane .the facraments of' 
the church, was infuffic'rcnt to appeafc the fqf^ 
picions of the tyrant, and the death of the dea- 
con Theodofius could alone expiate the crime 
.of his royal -birth.. His murder was avenged by • 
the imprecations of the people^ and theai&ifin,' 
in the fulnefs of power, was driven from hi$ 
capital into voluntary and perpetual exile. Con- 
flans embarked 4^or Greece ; and, as if he meant 
to retort the abhorrence which- be dfeferved, ho"- 
is faid, from the Imperial galley, to have fpit 
againft the walls of his native city. After pain 
fmgihe wmrierat Athens, he failed to Tar en turn 
in Italy, vifited Rome, and concluded a long 
pHgrimlge of difgracc and facrilegious rapine, 
by fixing his i:efidence at Syracutic. But if Con- • 
ftans could fly from bis people, he could not fly - 
from himfelf. The rcmorfe of Ws confciencc 
created a phantom who purfued him by land and 
fea, by day j^nd by night j and thp vifionary ' 

Thcpdofius, 
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Theodofius, prcfcming to his lips a cup of blood, CH A P. 
faid, or fccmcd to fay, " Drbk, brother, ^^VIII, 
drink ;^ a fu re emblem of the, aggravation of ^^~*^ 
his guilt, fmce he had received from the hands 
of the deacoQ the myftic cup of the blood of 
Chrift. Odiojus to btmrdf and to mankind, 
Conftans periflicd by.domeftijc, perhaps by epif. 
copal, treafon, in ihe. capital of Sicily. A fcr- 
vant who waited in the bath, after pouring warm 
water on his head, (truck him violently with the 
vafe. He fell, dunned by the blow and fuflfo* 
cated by the water; and bis attendants, who 
wondered at the tedious delay, beheld with in- 
difference the corpfe of their lifelefs empcror# 
The troops oP Sicily an veiled- with the purple an 
obfcure youth, whofe inimitable beauty eluded, 
and it might cafily elude, the declining art of 
the painters and.fculptora of the age. 

Conftans had left in the: Byzantiae palace three Co«ft«ntif«c 
fonji, the eldcft. of whona had been clothed in po^tii% 
his infancy with the purple. When the father ^*^^^« 
fummoned them to attend his . perfon in.Sicily^ ^**'^ 
thefe precious hoftages were, detained by the 
Greeks, and a iirm refufal informed him that 
they were the children: of the ftate* The news 
of his murder was cdnveyxrd with almoft fupbr- 
natural fpeed from Syracufe to Conflantinople ; 
and Conftantine, the ddeft of his Tons, inherited 
his throtie without being the heir of the public 
hatred. His iubje&&. contributed^ with zeal and 
alacrity, to cbattife the guilt and prefumption 
of a province which had ufufped the rigliis of 
the feoate and people;; the young emperor 
failed from the Hedbfpont with a powerful fleet ; 
and the. legions, of Rome and Carthage were af* 
fcmblcd under his ftandard in the harbour of 
Syracufe. TjK'dfe^Ht of the Sicilian tyrant was 
cafy, his ptMiilhtBeiit. juft, and his beauteous. 
heiMl was expolcd ip the hippodrome: bu^ I cam-. 

not 
( 
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CHAP. not applaud the clemency of a prince, whoj^ 
^ ^^^^ ' among a crowd of viftinis, condemned the fon 
^ of a patrician, for deploring with fome bittcr- 
ncfs the execution of a virtuous father. The 
youth was caftrated : he furvived the operation, 
and the memory of this indecent cruelty is pre- 
fer ved by the elevation of German us to the rank 
of a patriarch and faint. After pouring this 
bloody libation on his father's tomb, Conftantine 
returned to his capital, and the growth of his 
young beard during the Sicilian voyage, was an- 
nounced by the familiar furname of P(^onatus, 
to the Grecian world. But his reign, like that 
of his predeceiTor, was ftained with fraternal 
difcord. On his two brothers, Heraclius and 
Tiberius, he had beftowed the title of Auguflus: 
an empty title, for they continued to languiih 
without truft or power in the folitude of the pa- 
)ace. At their fecret inftigation, the troops of 
the Anatolian tbeme or province approached the 
city on the Afiatic tide, demanded for the royal 
brothers, the partition or exercife of fovereignty, 
and fupported their feditious claim by a theolo- 
gical argument. They were Cbriftians (they 
cried), and orthodox Catholics j the fincere vo- 
taries of the holy and undivided Trinity. Since 
there are three equal perfons in heaven, it is 
reafonable there (hould be three equal perfons 
upon earth. The emperor invited ihcfc learned 
divines to a friendly conference, in which they 
might propofe their arguments to the fenate: 
rhey obeyed the fummons, but the profpedt of 
their bodies hanging on the gibbet in the fuburb 
ofGalata, reconciled their companions to the 
unity of the reign of Conftadtine. He pardon-, 
ed his brothers, and their names wei::e ftiU pro. 
nounced in the publicacclamattons*! button the 
repetition or fufpicion of a fimilar oifcnce, the 
obnoxious princes were deprived of their titles 

and 
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anid nofes, in the prefence of the Catholic bilhops CH A P. 
who were aflfembled at Conftantinopie in the fixth XLVIIL 
general fynod. In the clofe of his life, Pogona- ~"^^ 
tus was anxious only to eftabii(h the right of prt- 
mogeniture : the hair of his two Tons, Judinian 
and Heraclius, was oflfered on the Ihrine of St« 
Peter, as a fymbol of their fpiritual adoption by 
the pope ; but the elder was alone exalted to the 
rank of Auguftus and the aifurance of the em* 
pire. 

After the deceafe of his father, the inheritance jnftinitiiii. 
of the Roman world devolved to Juftinian IL;A. d. «S5, 
and the name of a triumphant lawgiver was dif-^**** 
honoured by the vices of a boy, who imitated 
his namefake only in the expenfive luxury of 
building. His paffions were ftrong; his under*^ 
(landing was feeble ; and he was intoxicated 
with a foolilh pride, that his birth had given 
him the command of millions, of whom the 
fmalleft community would not have chofen him 
for their local magiftrate. His favourite minif- 
ters were two beings the lead fufceptible of hu- 
man fympathy, an eunuch and a monk: to the 
one he abandoned the palace, to the other the 
finances ; the former correded the emperor's 
mother with a fcourge, the latter fufpended the 
infolvent tributaries, with their heads down- 
wards, ovei^. a flow and fmoaky fire. Since the 
days of Commodus and Caracalla, the cruelty of 
the Roman princes had mod cbmmonly been the 
eflfedof their fear J but Juftinian, >#ho poflcffed 
fbrae vigour of charader, enjoyed the fufFer- 
ings, and braved the revenge, of ' his fubjeds 
about ten years, till the meafure was full, of 
his crimes and of their patience*. In a dark 
dungeon, Leontius, a general of reputation, 
had groaned above three years, with Tome of the 
nobleft and moft dcferving of the patricians : he 
was fuddenly drawn forth to afiume the govern- 
ment 
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CH AP.jncnt of Greece ; and this promouon of ap in^ 
^,^^3^ jurcd man. was a mark of the qo.nteiiipt, rather 
than of the confidence of his prtpce* As he 
was followed to the port.by the kind offices of 
his frien.ds, Leontius obferyed with a figh that; 
he was a viftioi adorned for facriBce, and that 
inevitable death would pucfue, bis fooxncps. 
They ventured to reply, thai glory and empire 
might be the recompcnferof a geoerous refoluti- 
on ; that every order of men abhorred the rcigft; 
of a monller ; and that the hands of two hun-' 
dred thou(and patriots expend only th^ yoic€, 
of a leader, 'l-he night was (hofen. for their 
deliverance; and i]h tlie fifft effort of the con -f 
fpirator?., the praefefl: was flain, and the prifonS 
were forced op«i : the efuifiaries. of Leoniiu^ 
proclaimed in every ftreet^ " Chriflians, to St. 
Sophia;" and the feafonable text of thepatri^ 
arch, " this is the day of the Lord !*' was the. 
prelude of an inflammatory fermoii. From the 
church the; people adjourned to the hippodrome :. 
Juftinian, in whofe caufe not a fword had been 
drawn, was dragged before thefi;:. tumultuary; 
judges, and their claonoursjjemanded th^ inftfint 
death of the tyrant. Bjat. Leontius^ who. was 
already cloathed with the, purple, ^aft an eye of 
pity on the proftrate fon of bis own benefaftor 
and of fo. many emperors* Tbe/life of Juftini- 
an wasfpared) the amputation of hisf nofe^ per- 
haps of his tongue, was imperfedly performed: 
the happy flexibility of the- Grec?k language, 
could impofe the name, of KhinQtmetus ; and the 
mutilated tyrant was baniflieid to Cherfopas 
in Crim-Tartary, a lonely fettlempnt, where 
corn, wine, and oil, were, imported as foreign 
luxuries. 
Hit exile. On the edgfc of the Scythian wildernefs, Jiif- 
c^^L?oc. ^iwian ftill cheriihed the pride of his birth and 
the hope . of his reftgratioa. After three year%.. 

exile. 
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exile, he received the pleaiing intelligence that CHAP/ 
his injury was avenged by a fecond revolution, ^^^j^ 
and that Leontius in his turn had been dethroned 
and mutilated by the rebel Apfimar, who af- 
fumed the more refpeftable name of Tiberius^ 
But the claim of lineal fuccefiion was ftill formi- 
dable to a plebeian ufurper ; and his jealoufy 
was Simulated by the complaints and charges of 
the Cherfonites, who beheld the vices of tho 
tyrant in the fpirit of the exile. With a band 
of foUpwers, attached to his perfon by common 
hope or common defpair, JuAinian fled from tho 
inhofpitable (hore to the hord of the Chozars, 
who pitched their tents between the Tanais and 
Boryfthencs. The khan entertained with pity 
and refpcA the royal fuppliant : Phanagoria^i 
once an opulent city, on the Afiatic fide of tho 
lake Moeotis, was affigned for his refidencc ; and 
every Roman prejudice was (lifled in his marriagQ 
with the fifter of the BarbaHan, who feems, 
however^ from the name of Theodora, to have 
received the facrament of baptifm* But the 
faithlefs Chozar was foon tempted by the gold 
of Conftantinople ; and had not the dcfign been 
revealed by the conjugal love of Theodora, her 
huiband mud have been aflal&nated, or betrayed 
into the power of his enemies. After ftrangUng, 
with his own hands, the two emifiaries of the 
khan, Juftinian fent back his wife to her bro^ 
ther, and embarked on the Euzine in fearch of 
new and more faithful allies. His vefTel was af<^ 
faulted by a violent tempeft ; and one of his 
pious companions ad^ifed him to defer ve the mer- 
cy of God by a vow of general forgivener&» if 
be fliould be reftored to the throne. ^^ Of for- 
givenefs ?'* replied the intrepid tyrant : ^^ may I 
*' perifli this mftant—- may the Almighty whelm 
^^ me in the waves— if I confent to fpare a fingle 
¥ head of my enemies !''' He furvived this im<. 
Vol. IX^ C pious 
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CHAP, pious menace, failed into the mouth of the Da- 
^y^^^ nube, truftcd his perfon in the royal village of 
the Bulgarians^ and purchafed the aid of Terbe* 
lis, a Pagan conqueror, by the proroife of his 
daughter and a fair partition of the treafures of 
the empire. The Bulgarian kingdom extended 
to the confines of Thrace ; and the two princes 
befieged Conftantinople at the head of fifteen 
thoufand horfe. Apfimar was difmayed by the 
fudden, and hoftile apparition of his rival, whofc 
head had been promifed by the Chpzar, and of 
whofeevafion he was yet ignorant. After an ab- 
fencc of ten years, the crimes of Juftinian were 
faintly remembered, and the bhtb and riiisfor- 
tunes of their hereditary fovercign excited the 
pity of the multitude, ever difcon tented with the 
ruling powers; and by the afiive diligence. of 
his adherents he was introduced into the city and 
palace of Conftantine. 
Hu reWt- , In rewarding his allies and recalling his' wife,' 
d^rth?** Juftinian difplaycd feme fenfe ; of 'honour and 
a.'d. gratitude ; and Terbelis retired,- after fwceping 
70s— 7>«» away an heap of gold coin, which^bc' iheafured 
with his Scythian whip. BivthcveV was vow- 
more religioufty performied th«n the facred oath 
of revenge which he had fworn «kmidft thd ftorraa 
of tire Euxine. The « two ufurpers, for I muft 
referve the name of tyrant for the conqueror, 
were dragged into the -hippodrome, the oticrfrora 
his prifon, the other from his palace. Before 
their execution, Lcontius and ■ Apfimar were 
caft proftrate in chains beneath the ihrorieof the 
emperor j and Juftinian, pllmting a fodt on each 
of their necks, contemplated above ian hour the 
chariot-race, while the inconftanf people ftiouted j; 
ih the words of the.Pfalmift, " Thou (halt 
'* trample on the afp and-bafililk, and on the 
*^ lion and dragon fhah thou fct thy foot !'* The 
univcpfal defection which he had once expert 

." i cnced 
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ertced nlt^tit pt^ovofce him ta repeat therwHlrdf CH AP. 
Cali^ota^, ibat the RotipAii people had . bjit one XLVIIL. 
head. Yet Tftali prefumcto obferve, that «faeb 
a wifli isftifi^worthy df.an ingenious tyraift, (incc 
his revc^rrge Jfid' crudty * wouM havef be^ncxtift* 
guiOied by a fihgle blow^- inftead of the flow va* 
riety of torturec which* Juftibtan infliAed'on the 
vidims of his dtiger. His pteafures were rnex* 
hauftibic : neither private vittiie nor pobtic^'fer^ 
vice could expiate the gtiilt of aftive, br'cvjcn 
paffivc, obediertce to addlabltfhed gbvernmem j 
and during the fix yeat» of? bis new i^ign,* Ro 
coniidered the axe^ tlfie cord,, atid the tack^ as 
the only- inftrtitnents of foyaky. But his. looft 
implacable hatred wa^ pointed bgainft theChei'-s 
ibnites^ who had- inftUbcdhift.exile «nd. violated 
the laws of hofpitali ty • Their remote funat ion 
afforded (btn^ 'meatis of dtf^hce, or at >leaft of 
efcape ; and af 'grievous xdx wks impofed osi?Con« 
ftantinoplc, to fupply the preparations of id^ fleet 
And arinyi ^^'^•All are guihyy and alhmuft-pe* 
^ ri(h/'- W^sthe -mandate of Juftihian; 'an<ithe 
bloody executiott was^ entrtfted to his fa« 
vourite Stephen j* who was recommended by 'the 
fepithet -of ' Ihc favage. Yet even* th^ • favagfe 
Stepheri itnpetfedly accofifiplifhed tha rotentions 
of his fovereign. The flownefs of hie attack 
allowed the greater part of the ittbabU^nts to 
withdraw tiito the country 5 and the 'miiitfturpf 
vengeance contented himfelf with* reduchfig'iihe. 
youth of %€rth fdxes to ai(ate of fcrvitiide, with 
roafting alive feVen of tfec principal citiwns, 
with dfoteniiig^twenty in^tfiefe^^zndyfthrc^ 
ferving forty-tw^ in chaitis to receive their dooni 
ftoili the mouth of the etnp*fo'n In thevr return^ 
the fleet was drivto on th€ fockj^ (hores of Ana- 
tolia; and Juftinian applauded the obedience of 
the Euxinc, which had involved* fo miany^^ thou^ 
fands of his'fubjeda and^eneihiei in ai <ibmmon 
C 2 ' fhipwreck: 
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CHAP.ihipwrcck: but the tywtit Was ftill in&date of 
?^yj ^^ blood ; and a fccond expedition was command- 
ed to extirpate the remakisof the prbfcHbed co* 
hmy; In the (bort interval, the Cherfooites had 
returned to their city, acid were prepared to die 
in arms ; the khan of theChozars had renounced 
the caufe of his odious brother ; the exiles of 
eT^rv province Mrcre aflfembled in Tauris ; and 
Barciancs, under the name of PhilippicuSt was 
invefted with the purple. The Imperial troops^ 
unwilling and unable to perpetrate the revenge 
of Juftinian, efcaped. bis difpleafure by abjuring 
his allegiance : the fleet, under their new fove^ 
reign, fteered back a more aufpicipus courfe to 
theharboursof Sinope and Conftantinople ; and 
every tongue was prompt to : pronounce, every 
hand to .execute, the death of ^he tyrant* Defr 
tiiute of friends^ he was de(erted by his Barba- 
rian gxiards ; and the ftroke of the afl^flin was 
pratfed as an ad of patriotifm and Ropan virtue* 
His fon Tiberius bad taken refuge in a church i 
his aged grandmother guarded the door; and the 
innocent youth, fufpend^ng round bis neck the 
moft formidable relic^B, embraced with<nie hand 
the altar, with the other the wood of the true 
crofs. :But the popular fury that dares to tram^ 
pie on fiiperftition,' is d^af to .the. criisfs of hun 
manity ; and the rsice of Heracliuswas extin* 
guiflied after areign of one hundred y^ars* 
phiiippiciit, Between the fall of tht Heraclian^aQd. the rife 
Dicrablil of the Ifaurian dynafty, a fhort imcifval of fix 
years is divided into three reigna.. Bardanes, or 
FhiK|^U8, was hailed at Conflantinoplc as an 
hcr<^ who had deli veced his country from a ty* 
rant ; and be might ti^fte fome moments of bap* 
pinefsinthe firft tranfportsof fincere and univer*- 
fai joy. . Juftini;snha4ieft behind him an ai^ple 
treafure, the fruit'lpf Cruelty and rapine: but 
this ufcful fund was fooQ and idly;diifipatcd by 

his 
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bis fuccefflbr. On the feftival of his birth^day, CHAP. 
Pbilippicus entertained the mukitude with the M-VIIL 
games of the hippodrome ; from thence he<p4- ^"^"^^"^^ 
raded through the ftreets with a thoufand banners 
and a thou^nd trumpets; refreflied himfelf in 
the baths of Zeuxippus, and^ returning to the 
palace, entertained his nobles with a fumptuous 
banquet. At the meridian hour he withdrew to 
his chamber, intoxicated with flattery and wine^ 
and forgetful that his example had made every 
fubjedl ambitious, and that every ambitious fubje^ 
was his fecret enemy. Some bold confpirators in«> 
troduced themfelves in the diforder of the feaft ; 
and the flumbering monarch was furprifed, bound, 
blinded, and depofed, before he was fenfible of 
bis danger. Yet the traitors were deprived of 
thdr xeward } and the free voice of the fe» 
nate and people promoted Artemius from theAotftaiivt 
office of fecretary to that of emperor: he af-j^;^;^** 
fumed the title of Anaftafius the fecond, and dif« 
played in a IJiort and troubled reign the virtues 
both of peace and war. But, after the extindion of 
the imperial line, the rule of obedience was vio* 
lated, and every change diflFufed the feeds of new 
revolutions. In a mutiny of the fleet, an obfcure 
and reluctant officer of the revenue was forcibly 
inveiled with the purple : after fome months of 
a naval war, Anaftafius rcfigned the fceptre ; 
and the conqueror, Theodofius the third, fub* ThcAdofiu 
mitted in his turn to the fuperior afcendant of )^''|^ ^^^ 
Leo, the general . and emperor of the Oriental J«ao«ry * | 

troops. His two predeceflbrs were permitted ^ 

to embrace the ecclcfiaftical profeffion : the reft- 
lefs impatience of Anaftafius tempted him to ; 

rilk and to lofe his life in a treafonable ent^rprife; j 

but the laft days of Theodofius were honourable I 

and fecure. Thefingle fublimeword ^* health,'* 
which be infcribed on his tomb, exprefles the 
confidence of philofophy or religion ; and the 

fame 
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C'H A P< Tame* pf his miracles Was tongprcferveAlimong 
^•^'^^.^^•'tlic people of Ephefus; TThis convenient Iheltcr 
^"^*^^^**^of the church might fdmetinfies impbfe a leflbn 
of clemency ; barit may be queftiotftd Mrbether 
it rs for the public/ irttercft" to dimiriifli the perils 
'of urifucccfsfnl iambitionl' ^ 

Leo III. the 1 have dwelt on the fall bf a tyrant j I fliall 
"*«""»» bnefly reprefent the founder of anew dynafty, 
Mtrdi^V* "^^^ '^ known to poftfcrity by the invedtives of 
his enemies, and whofe public and private life is 
involved in the ccclefiamcal ftory of the Icono- 
clafts. Yet in fpite of the clamours of fuperfti- 
tion, a favourable fflrcjudicc for the dharaftcr of 
Leo the Ifaurian, may be rcafonably drawn from 
the obfcurity of his biifth, and the duriation of 
his reign. — I. In an age of manly fpirit, the 
profpcft of an Inriperial reward would have 
kindled every energy of the mind, and produccfd 
a crowd of competitors as defervipg as they 
weredefirous to reign. ■ Even in the corruption 
and debility of the modern GreAs, the eleva- 
tion of a plebeian from the laft to thb iirft rank 
of fociety, fuppofes Tome qualifications Sbove 
the level of the multitude. He would probably 
be ignorant and difdainfulof fpeculative fciencc ; 
and in the purfuit of fortune, he might abfolye 
himfelf from the obligations of benevolence and 
juftice; but to his charafter we may afcribe the 
ufeful virtues of prudeticc and fortitude, the 
knowledge of mankind, and the important 
art of gaining their confidence and direding 
their paffions. It is agreed that Leo was a native 
of Ifauria^ and that Conoh was his primitive 
name. The writers, whofe awkward fatire is 
praife, defcribe him as an itinerant pedlar who 
drove an afs with Tome paltry merchandife to the 
country fairs ; and fooliibly relate that he met on 
the road fome Jcwifh fortune-tellers, who pro- 
mifed him the Roman empire, on condition that 

he 
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be (hould aboliih the worlhip of idols, A more CHAP, 
probable account relates the migration of his fa- XLVIIL 
ther from Afia Minor to Thrace, where he excr- '*"'"^^'^*'*^ 
cifcd the lucrative trade of a grazier j and he 
mud have acquired confiderable wealth, fince 
the firft introdutlion of his fon was procured by 
a fupply of five hundred fheep to the Imperial 
camp. His firi\ fervice was in the guards of 
Judinian/ where he foon attracted the notice, and 
bj degrees the jealoufy, of the tyrant. His 
valour and dexterity weret confpicuous in the 
Colchian war : from Anaftafius he received the 
command of the Anatolian legions, and by the 
fuifrage of the foldiers he was raifed to .the em- 
pire with the general . applaufe of the Roman 
world.— rIL In this dangerous elevation, Leo the 
third fupported himfelf againft the envy of his 
equals, the difcontent of a powerful fadion, and 
the aflaults of his foreign and domeftic enemies. 
The Catholics, who accufe his religious innova* 
tions, are obliged to confefs that they were un- 
dertaken witli temper and conducted with firm- 
ncf»t Their filence refpedts the wifdom of his 
adminiftration and the purity of his manners. 
After a reign of twenty-four years, he peaceably 
expired in the palace of Conftantinople ; and the 
purple which he had acquired, was tranfraitted 
by the right of .inheritance to the third genera* 
tioa. 

In a long reign of thirty- four years, the foncooftta- 
and fucccffor of Leo, Canftantine the fifth, fur- CoLlnr. 
named Copronymus, attacked with lefs temper- mat, 
ate zeal the images or idols of the church. Their j^i'ne ,V/* 
votaries have exhaufted the bitterncfs of religious 
gall, in their portrait of this fpotted panther, 
this ami chrift, this flying dragon of the ferpcnt^s 
feed, who furpafled the viqes of Elagabalus and 
Nero. His reign was a long butchery of what- 
ever was mod noble, or holy, or innocent, in 
I bis 
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CHAP. his empire. In perfon, the emperor aflifted at 
XLVj^^ the execution of his vidtms, furveyed their ago- 
nics, liftencd to their groans, and indulged, with- 
out iatiating, his appetite for blood : a plate of 
nofes was accepted as a grateful offering, and hia 
domeftics were often fcourged or mutilated by 
the royal hand. His furname was derived from 
his pollution of his baptifmal font. The infant 
might be excufed ; but the manly pleafures of 
Copronymus degraded him below the level of a 
brute; his luft confounded the eternal di(tin£tions 
of fex and fpccies ; and he feetned to extra£fc 
fome unnatural delight from the objeAs moft of- 
fenfive to human fenfe* In his religion, the Ico« 
noclaft was an Heretic, a Jew, a Mahometan, a 
Pagan, and an Athcifl ; and his belief of an in- 
vifible power could be difcovered only in his 
magic rites, hutnan victims, and nodurnal fa- 
crifices CO Venus and the daemons of antiquity* 
His life was ftained with the moft oppofite vices, 
and the ulcers which covered his body, anticipa- 
ted before his death thefentimentot hell-tortures. 
Of thefe accufations, which I have fo patielitly 
copied, a part is refuted by its own abfurdity ; 
and in the private anecdotes of the life of prin* 
ces, the lie is more eafy as the detection is more 
difficult. Without adopting the pernicious maxim, 
that where much is alleged, fometbing muft be 
true, I can however difcern, that Conftantine the 
fifth was diifolute and cruel Calumny is more 
prone to exaggerate than to invent; and her licen- 
tious tongue is checked in fome meafure by theex^ 
perience of the age and country to which (he ap- 
peals. Of the biffiops and monks, the generals 
and magiftrates, who are faid to have fuffered 
under his teign, the numbers are recorded, the 
names were confpicuous, the execution was pub^^ 
Cc, the mutilation vifible and permanent. The 

Catholics 
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Catholics hated the perfon and government of CHAP. 
Copronymus; but even their hatred is a proof of ^^V^*'- 
their oppreffion. They diflemble the provocations ^"^^^^''^ 
which might excufe or juftify his rigour, but even 
thefe provocations muft gradually inflame his re* 
fentment, and harden his temper in the ufe or the 
abufe of defpotifm. Yet the charadter of the fifth 
Conftantine was not devoid of merit, nor did his 
government always deferve the curfes or the con- 
tempt of the Greeks. From the confeilion of his 
enemies, I am informed of the reftoration of an 
ancient aquedu£l, of the redemption of two 
thoufand five hundred captives, of the un- 
common plenty of the times, and of the new 
colonies with which he repeopled Conftantino* 
pie and the Thracian cities. They relu^antly 
praifed his a&ivitv and courage ; he was on 
horfeback in the field at the head of his legions ; 
and, although the fortune of his arms was vari- 
ous, he triumphed by fea and land, on the Eu- 
phrates and the Danube, in civil and Barbarian 
war. Heretical praife muft be caft into the fcaie, 
to counterbalance the weight of orthodox in- 
veiHve. The Iconoclafts revered the virtues of 
the prince : forty years after his death, they ftill 
prayed before the tomb of the faint. A mira- 
culous vifion was propagated by fanaticifin or 
fraud: and the Chriuian hero appeared on a 
milk-white fleed, brandifhing his lance againfl 
the pagans of Bulgaria: ^^ An abfurd fable," 
fays the Catholic hiftorian, ^^ fince Copronymus 
^^ is chained with the daemons in the abyfs of 
" hell." 

Leo the fourth, the fon of the fifth and the Lc© iv. 
father of the fixth Conflantine, was of a feeble ^^^' H^^ 
conflitution both of mind and body, and the 
principal care of his reign was the fettlement of 
the fucceffion. The aflfociation of the young 
Conftantine was urged by the officious zeal of 
his fubjeds ; and the emperor, confcious of his 

decay. 
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CHAP decay, compliedv after a prudent heiitation^ 
^^il^i with their unanimous wiflies. The royal infant, 
*^ ^^ ' at the age of five years, was crowned with his 
mother Irene ; and the national confent was ra^ 
tified by every circumftance of pomp and foleox- 
nity, that could dazzle the eyes, or bind the 
confcience, of the Greeks. An oath of fidelity- 
was adminiftered in the palace, the church» and 
the hippodrome, to the feveral orders of the 
ftate, who adjured the holy names of the fon, 
and mother, of God. " Be witnefs, O Chrift ! 
*' that we will watch over the fafety of Conftan- 
'' tine the fon of Leo, expofe our lives in his 
** fervice, and bear true allegiance ,to his perfon 
*' and pofterity.*' They pledged their faith on 
the wood of the true crofs, and the aft of their 
engagement was depofited on the altar of St. 
Sophia. The firft to fwear, and the firft to vi- 
olate their oath^ were the five fons of Goprony- 
mus by a fecond marriage; and the ftory of thefe 
princes is Angular and tragic. The right of pri- 
mogeniture excluded them from the throne ; the 
injuftice of their elder brother defrauded them 
of a legacy of about two millions fterling, fome 
vain titles were not deemed a fufficient com- 
penfation for wealth and power ; and they re- 
peatedly confpircd againft their nephew, before 
and after the death of his father. Their firft 
attempt was pardoned ; for the fecond offence 
they were condemned to the ecclefiaftical ftate : 
and for the third treafon, Niccphorus, the^eldeft 
and moft guilty, was deprived of his eyes, and 
his four brothers, Chriftopher, Nicetas, Anthe- 
meus, and Eudoxas, were punifhed, as a milder 
fentence, by the amputation of their tongues. 
After five years confinement, they cificaped to 
the church of St. Sophia, and difplayed a pathe- 
tic fpedacle to the people. " Countrymen and 
Cbriftians,'' cried Nicej^orus for himfelf and 

his 
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ills mute brethren^ *^ behold the fens of your CHAP, 
"emperw, i£'^ you can ilaU reGognife our fca-^^^^^^- 
** tures in this nrifcrable ftate* A life, an im- ■"^^-' 
*^ perfed life, is all that the malice of our ene- 
'^ mies has fpared. It is now threatened, and 
" we now:> throw onrfelves on your companion/' 
The rifing murmur might have produced a re* 
vdution, had it not been checked by the pre- 
fence of a minifter, who foothed the unhappy 
princes with flattery and hope, and gently drew 
them from the fan£tuary to . the palace. They 
were fpeedily embarked for Greece, and Athens 
was allotted for the place of their exile* In 
diis calm retreat, and in their helpiefs condition, 
Nicephorus and his brothers were tormented by 
the thirft of power, and tempted by a Sdavonian 
chief, who oflFered to break their prifon, and to 
lead, them in arins, and in the purple, to the 
gates of Conftantinople. But the Athenian 
people, cTcr zealous in the caufe of Irene, pre- 
vented her jufticejor cruelty; and the five fons 
of Copronymus were plunged in eternal dark- 
nefs and oblivion. 

For hin^f, that emperor had chofen a Bar- confttn- 
barian wife, the daughter of the khan of thei'^*,yj;^^ 
Chozars: but in the marriage of his heir, heA. 0.78^ 
preferred an Athenian virgin, an orphan, feven- ^*p^*"***^ 
teen years old, whofe fole fortune muft ^hav# 
confifted in her perfonal accompliihments. The 
nuptials of -Led and Irene were celebrated with 
ropl pomp ; ihe foon acquired the love and con- 
fidence of k feeble hulband, and in his tefta- 
ment he declared the emprefs, guardian of the 
Roman world, and of their fon Conftantine the 
fixtb, who was no more than ten years of age. 
During his childhood, Irene moil ably and afli- 
duoufly difcharged, in her public adrainiftration, 
the duties of a faithful mother ; aiid her 2eal in 
the reftoration of images has defer ved the name 

and 
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CHAP. and honours of a faint, which Ae ftiiroc* 
XLVIfl. c^pJcg in the Greek calendar. But the emperor 
"^^^ ^attained the maturity of youth; the- maternal 
yoke became more grieyous ; and he liftened to 
the favourites of his own age, who fhared his 
pleafures, and were ambitious of iharing his 
power. Their reafons convinced him of his 
right, their praifes of his ability, to reign ; and 
he confented to reward th^ fervices of Irene by 
a perpetual baniihment to the ifle of Sicily. But 
her vigilance and penetration eafily difconcerted 
their raih proje£ts ; a fimilar, or more fevere, 
punifhmenc was retaliated on themfelves and their 
advifers ; and Irene inflided on the ungrateful 
prince the chaitifement of a boy. After this 
conteft, the mother and the fon were at the 
head of two domeftic fadions ; and, inftead of 
mild influence and voluntary obedience, (he held 
in chains a captive and an enemy; The em- 
prefs was overthrown by the abufe of victory ; 
the oath of fidelity which ihe exacted to herfelf 
alone, was pronounced with reluftant murmurs ; 
and the bold refufal of the Armenian guards 
encouraged a fx:ee and general declaration, that 
Conftantine ^e fixth was the lawful emperor of 
the Romans. In this chara&er he afcended his 
hereditary throne, and difmifled Irene to a life of 
folitude and repofe. But her haughty fpirit 
condefcended to this arts of diflimulation : (he 
flattered the bifliops and eunuchs, revived the 
filial tendernefs of the prince, regained his con* 
fidence, and betrayed his credulity. The cha- 
racter of Conftantine was not deftitute of fenfe 
or fpirit; but his education had been ftudioufiy 
negleded ; and his ambitious mother expoied to 
the public cenfure the vices which flie had nou- 
riihed and the anions which flie had fecretly ad- 
vifod^ his divorce and fecond marriage offended 
the prejudices of the clergy^ and by his impru* 
1 dent 
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dear rigottr h< forfeited the attachment of the CHAP. 
Armenian guards. A powerful confpiracy was ^^-^DL 
formed for the reftoration of Irene; and the 
fecret, though widely difibfed, was faithfully 
kept above eight months, till the emperor, fuf- 
picious of his danger, efcaped from Conftanti* 
nople, with the defign of appealing to the pro* 
vinces and armies. By this hafty flight, the em* 
prefs was left on the brink of the precipice ; yet 
before flie implored the mercy of her fon, Irene 
addrefled a private epiftle to the friends whom 
be had placed about his perfon, with a menace, 
that unlefs they accompliihed, Jbe would reveal, 
their treafon* Their fear rendered them intre- 
pid; they feized the emperor on the Afiatic 
ihore, and he was tranfported to the porphyry 
apartment oJF the palace, where he had firil feen 
the light. In the mind of Irene, ambition had 
ftifled every fenliment of humanity and nature; 
'and it was decreed in her bloody council, that 
Conftantine fliould be rendered incapable of the 
throqe: her emiflaries aflaulted the fleeping 
prince, and ftabbed their daggers with fuch 
violence an4 precipitation into his eyes, as if 
theymeaat to eMCUte a mortal fentence. An 
ambiguous paflage of Thepphanes perfu^ded the 
annalift of the chnrch; that death was the im- 
mediate cofifequepice oJF this barbarous executi« 
on. The Catholics have been deceived or fub* 
dued by the authority of Baronius ; ahd pro- 
teftant zeal has re-echoed the words of a cardi- 
nal, defirous, as it fhould feem, to favour the 
patroaefs of images. Yet the blind fon of Irene 
furvived many years, oppreffed by the court and 
forgotten by the world: the Uaurian dynafty 
was filently extinguiflied; and the memory of 
Conftantine was recalled only by the nuptials of. 
his daughter Euphrpfyne with the emperor Mi- 
chael the fecond. 

The 
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chap: tIic tnoft bijgtitted orthodoxy his jtiftty C3tcw 
XLVIII. crated the unnatuFal mother, ¥^' may not eafily 
^jj^j^^^^^*""*^ be paralleled m the hiftory of crimes. To her 
A. d! 792* bloody deed, fuperftition has attributed a fubfe- 
Aagoft. ly. qygj^j darknefs of feventeen days ; during which 
many veflels in mid^day were driven from their 
courfe, as if the fun, a globe -of fire fo vaft 
and fo remote, could fympathife with the atoms 
of a revolving pknet. On earth, the crime of 
Ir^ne was left five years unpunifhed y her reign 
was crowned with external fplendour j and if 
(he could filence the voice of confcience, flie 
neither heard nor Regarded the reproaches of 
mankind. The Roman world bowed to the gd- 
verhment of a' female ; and as (he tnoved through 
thef ftreets of Coiiftantinople, the reins of four 
milk-white ftecds were held by as mfciny patri- 
cians,' who marched on foot before the golden 
chariot- of thdf queen. But ^thefe! patricians 
were for the moftpart^Unuc^}^ • and thcSr black 
Ingratitude juftified, on this; cltcafion, the popu- 
lar- hitt^d sind contempt. Raifed, enriched, en- 
trufted with the ' firft di^niti^s- off khb empire, 
they bafely co'nfpfrSd yigainft; '?he&- hthchOirefs : 
the gr^at treafiirer'NiCephortfS Hyai fecretly ini 
Yefted with the piifp\& ^ her fifct^sftb* tl^as intro* 
duced into the palace,' and crowned at St. So- 
phia by the veto! ^a^iitrch.- -In itheirfirft intcff- 
view, flie recapkula^i • with dignity 'the revolu; 
tions'of her life, gently accufed tile perfidy of 
Nicephorus, infihuated that he owed' his life to 
her uiifufpicibus ttemency'j'aAd,'' for the throne 
and treafures -^icii flie refighed, ^folicited a 
decent and ho.nourable retreat.' ; His avarice 
refufed this modeft compenfationj and, in her 
exile of the ifle^f Lfeflbos, thie emprefs earned 
a fcanty fubfiftenice by the labours of her diftafF. 
Nicephonis Many tyrants have reigned undoubtedly more 
A. D. 802, criminal than Nicephorus, but none perhaps 
oaobcr 31. Ijave 
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have more deeply incurred the univerfal abhor- CHAP, 
resce of their people. His character was ftained ^^VIIL 
with the three odious vices of hypocrify, ingra- ^^ "^^^""^ 
titude^ and' avarice : his want of virtue was not 
redeemed by any fuperior taletits, nor his want 
of talents by any pleafmg qualifications. Un« 
ikilful and unfortunate in war, Nicephorus was 
vanquiifaed by the Saracens, and flain by the 
Bulgarians ; and the advantage of his death 
overbalanced, in the public opinion, the de- 
ftrudionof a Roman army.. His fon and heir suurtci«, 
Stauraciusefcaped from the field with a mortal j^^l.y^^j"' 
wound r yet fix months of an expiring life 
were fufficient to refute his indecent, thoui;h 
popular declaration,' that he would in all things 
avoid the example of his father. On the near 
profpoEl of his deceafe, Michael,. the great maft^r 
of the paUce, and the hufband of his filter Pro^* 
copia, was named by evei'y perfon of the palace 
and city, exc^t by hisienvious J^rothet. Tena- 
dousofa fceptre now falling from his^ hand, 
he' cottfpired againft the life of his fucceffor, 
and cberifhed the idiea of changing to a demo* 
dracythd' Roman empire. But thefe ra(h pro- 
jects' ferved only to inflame the zeal of the peo* 
pie and to remove the fcruples of the candidate : 
Michael the firfbacc^epted the purple, and before 
he funk into the grave, the (on of Nicephorus ' 

implored' the clemency of his new fovereign. 
Had Michael in an age of peace afcended an Micimi i.; 
hereditary thron^e, he might hJive reigned and a** ^f 8m', 
died the father of his people : but his mild vir- oaojier ». 
tues were adapted to the fhade of private life, 
nor was he capable of controlling the ambition* 
of his equs^ls, or of refifting the arms of the vic- 
torious Bulgarians. While his want of ability 
and fuccefs expofed him to the contempt of the 
foldiers, the mafculine fpirit of his wife Proco- 
pia awakened their indignation. Even the 

Greeks 
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G HAP. Greeks of the nindi century were provoked by 
XLVIII. the infolence of a female, who,, in the front of 
^'^"""'^^ the ftandards, prefumed to dired their diTdpline 
and animate their vatour ; and their licentious 
clamours advifed the new Semiramis to reverence 
the majefty of a Roman camp. After an unfuc- 
cefsful campaign, the emperor left in their win- 
ter-quarters of Thrace, a dilaffeded army under 
the command of his enemies ; and their artful elo« 
quence perfuaded the foldiers to break the domi- 
nion of the eunuchs,, to degrade the hufband of 
Procopia, and to aflert the right of a military 
eleAion* They marched towards the capital: 
yet the clergy, the fenate, and the people of 
Conftantinople, adhered to the caufe of Michael ; 
and the troops and treafures of Afia might have 
protraded the mifchiefs of civil war. But his 
numanity (by the ambitious, it will be termed 
his weaknefs) protefted, that not a drop of Chrif- 
tian blood ihoul^ be fhed in his quarrel, and his 
mefleneers prefented the conquerors with the' 
^:eys of the city and the palace. They were dif- 
armed by his innocence and fubmiffion ; his life 
and his eyes were fpared ; and the Imperial monk 
enjoyed the comforts of folitude and religion 
above thirty -two years after he had been dripped 
of the purple and feparated from his wife. 
Leo V. the Atebel, in the time of Nicephorus, the fz* 
a' asfi* ^^^5 5^nd unfortunate Bardanes, had once the 
jsiyii. * curiofity to confult an Aflatic prophet, who, 
after prognofticating his fall, announced the for- 
tunes of his three principal officers, Leo the 
Armenian, Michael the Phrygian, and Thomas 
the Cappadocian, the fuccelfive reigns of the 
two fornier, the fr^iitlefs and fatal enterprife of 
the third. This prediftion was verified, or ra- 
ther was produced, by the event. Ten years 
afterwards, wh^n the 1 hraciai> camp rejected the 
hulband of Procopia, th^ crowx^ was prefented 



OF, THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 35 

to the fame Leo, the firft in military rank and CHAP. 
the fecret author of the mutiny. As he aSeded ^^J.^^^^' 
to hefitate, " With this fword," faid his com- ' 
panion Michael, *' I will open the gates of Con- 
" ftantinople to your Imperial fway; or ia- 
*^ ftaiitly plunge it into your bofom, if you ob- 
*' ftinateiy refift the juft defire^ of your fellow* 
** foldiers/* The compliance of the Armenian 
was rewarded with the empire, and he reigned 
feven years and an half under the.name of Leo the 
fifth. Educated in a camp, and ignorant both 
of laws and letters, he iritrodMed into his civil 
government the rigour and even cruelty of mi- 
litary difcipline •, but if his fevcrity was fome# 
times dangerous to the innocent^ it was alway$ 
formidable to the guilty. His religious incon- 
ftancy was taxed by the epithet of Chameleon, 
but the Catholic$ have acknowledged by the 
voice of a faint and confeflbrs, that the life x>{ 
the Iconoclaft wa? iifeful to the republic. The 
zeal of his companion Michael was repaid with 
riches, honours, and military command; and 
his fubordinate talents were beneficially employ- 
ed in the public fervice. Yet the Phrygian was 
diffatisfied at receiving as a favour a fcanty 
portion of the Imperial prize which he had be- 
ftowed on his equal ; and his difcontent, which 
fometimes evaporated in hafty difcourfe, at 
length aifumed a more threatening and hoftile 
afpeft againft a prince whom he reprefented as 
a cruel tyrant. That tyrant, however, repeat- 
edly detefted, *warned, and difmifled the oki^ , 
companion of his arms, till fear and Te^Atrnxsatr: 
prevailed over gratitude ; and Michael, after a 
fcrutiny into his aftions and defigns, was con- 
vifted of treafon, and fentenced to be burnt 
alive in the furnace of the private baths. The 
devout humanity of the emprefs Theophano was 
fatal to her hufband and family, A folemn day. 
Vol. IX. D the 
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CHA1^. the tweatjrfifth cxf December, ha4 been fixed 
XLVllI. for the execution : fhe urged, that the anniver- 
^******''^*^^ fary of the Savio\ir'^ birth would be prafaned 
by this inhuman fpedacle, and Leo confented 
\vith reluctance to a decent refpite. But on the 
vigil of the feaft, his fleeplefs anxiety prompted 
him to vifit at the dead of oight the chamber 
in which hi^ enemy' was" confined : he beheld 
him releaf^d' from his. chain^ and ftretched oa 
his gaoler's bed in a profound flumbcr.: Leo 
was alarmed at thefe figns of fecurity and intel- 
Ugen^ce ; ^ bi^t,; though he retired with filent 
fteps, liis entrance and departure were noticed 
by a flave xvha lay concealed in a corner of the 
prifoQ. Under the pretence of requefting the 
ipiritu^l j^id of a cqnfeffor, P^chael informed 
the cQnfpirator$y that their lives depended on 
. , his difcretion,. %nd that a few hourj were kft to 
aflure their own fafety^ by • the deliverance of 
their friend and country •- Gn Ac great feflx\'al3i 
a chofen band of ;priej9bs sin^ ad- 

mitted into the palace by ^ private gate to fing. 
inatinsin the chapel; and Leo, who regulated 
with the fame ftriftnefs the difcipline of the 
chpii and of the camp, was feldom abfent from 
thefe eariy devotions. In tKe ecclefiaftical habit, 
but with fwords under their ^-obes, the confpi*. 
rators mingled with the proceffion, lurked in 
the angles of. the chapel, and. Qxpeded, as the 
fignal of murder, the intonation of the firft 
pialm by the emperor himlelf. The imperfcft, 
light, and the uniformity of drefs, might Have 
favoured his efcape, while their affault w^s ppint-^ 
ed againft an harmlefs prfeft y but they loon 
difcovered their miftafce, and encompafled on* 
all fides the royal vidim. Without a weapon 
and without a friend, he grafped a weighty crpfs, 
and flood at bay againft the hunters of his. life ; 
but as he afked for mercy» ^' This is the hour^. 
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not of mercy,, hut of vengeance/* was. the in^CHAP. 
cxorabje reply. The ftrpkc of a well ajmcd XLV IIL 
fword feparated from bis body the right arm ^^'"^ 
and the cfpO^, and L^p the Armenian was ilain 
at the fxx>t of the altar. 

A mcrnorahle rcvcrfc of fortune wasdifplayedMichtei 11. 
in Michael the fccond, vvlio, 'from a defcft injlle^"™" 
his fpcccli, was furnamed tf^e Stammerer. He a. d/ sao^ 
^35 fnatched from the fiery, furnace to the fove- ^*'*^* 
rcignty of aq empire v ^nd as in the tumult a 
fmith could po): readily be found, the fetters rc- 
ur.aincd on his legs fcvcralhqurs after he wat 
featcd on the tliroiie of the Caefars, The royal 
blood which bad been .;hc priof of his elevation, 
was. unprofiiabi y fpcnt ; in the purple hg retained 
the ignoble, vices of his origin ; and Michael loft . 
his provinces with as fupin^ indifference as if, 
they had.boep the inheritance, of hijs fathers. 
His title ,wa^ difputcd by Thoma^^ the laft of the 
noilitary .triumyiratp, who tranfpor^ed into Eu-, 
rope tpurfcorc thoufand Ba^rbarians from the 
b?u\kg Off the Tigris and the (bores of the Caf- 
pian. He formed the.fiege qf .Conftantinoplic; 
but the capital was defended with fpiritual and 
carnal weappus ;. a Bolgariau king affauked the 
camp of i\^p Orientals, and Thomas had the 
misfortune, or the weaknefa, fp fa?ll alive into 
the power o^ the .ponqueror. The hands, arid 
feet of the x.^bf^'. were amputated ; he was place4 
on an ^.f^/.an^,; amidft the infuhs of the peo- 
ple, was led yirough the ftrects, which he fprin- 
kled wjijh his J bipod* The depravation of ipan- 
ne^s, as lavage ajf they wefc corrupt, is marked 
by the .prefence ; of the emperor himfelf. . 0eaf 
to the Is^^i^upiiB of a fcUow^foldicr, be inccf- 
faotiy ]^eScA{^ difcovcry of more accomplices, 
till his.<:uffo(;ty w^s checked by the qu^cllipn pf 
an hppcft'pr.guilty mu>iftcr: *' Would ypii give 
" cref|i^ toar^ qncmy, ag^i^tk t;tic m.p/1 fqithful 
D 2^ "of 




THE bECLf^fE AND FALL 

** of yrtur-fricnds ?'* After the death of his 
firft wife, the emperor, at the rcqucft of the 
fenate, drew from her monaftery Euphrofyne, the 
daughter of Conftantine the fixth. Her auguft 
birth might juftify a ftipulation in the marriage- 
, contraft, thai her children (hould eqtially fhare 

' the empire with their elder brother. But the 
nuptials .of Michael aiid Euphrofyne were bar- 
ren ; and 'flie was content with the title of 
mother of Theophilus, his fon and fucceflbr. 
Theophiiup, The charafter of Theophilus is a rare exam- 
oa^'er^j?* pie in whrch religious zeal has Allowed, and per- 
haps magiiified, the virtues of an heretic and a 
perfecutor. His valour was often felt by the 
enemies, and his juftice by the fubjeSs, of the 
mpnarchy ; but the valour of Theophilus was 
ra(h and fruitlefs, and his juftice arbitrary and 
cruef. He difplayed the banner of the crofs 
aguJnft the Saracens ; biit his five expeditions 
were concluded/ by a; fignal overthrow; Amo- 
rium, the native thy of his anceftors, was le- 
velled 'whir the ground, and from his military 
toiby he derived only the furname of the Un- 
fortunate. The wifdom of a fovereign js com- 
prifed in the inftitutidn of laws and the choice 
of magiftrates, and while he feems without adli- 
on, his civil government revolves round his 
centre witlv the filence and order of the plane- 
tary fy ft cm. But tbie juftice of Theophilus was 
fafhioncd on the model of the 'Oriental defpots, 
who, in perfonal and irregular afts of authority, 
confult the reafon or paffion of "the moment, 
without meafuritig the fentence by the law or " 
the penalty by the offence. A poor woman 
threw herfelf at fhe emperor's feet to complain; 
of a powerful neighbour, the brother of the 
empfefs, who hadraifed his palace wall to fuch 
an inconvenient height, that her hurhble dwel- 
ling was excluded from Ifght and air ! On the 

proof 
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proof of the fadt, inftead of granting, like, an C H A P. 
ordinary judge, fufficient or ample dahiagcs to the XLVIIL 
plaintiff, the fovereign adjudged to her ufe and 
benefit the palace and the ground. Npr was 
Thcophilus content with this extravagant fatis* 
faftion : his zeal converted a civil trcfpafs into a 
criminal ^A ; and the unfortunate patrician 
was ftrippcd and fcourged in the public place of 
Conftantinople.. For fome venial offences, fome 
dcfeiSl of equity or vigilance, the principal mi- 
nifters, a prafcft, a quasftor, a captain of the 
guards, were banifhed or mutilated, gv fcalded 
with boiling pitch, or burnt alive \\\ the hippo* 
drome ; and as thefe dreadful examples might be 
the cffcdls of error or caprice, they muft have 
alienated from his fervice the bed and wifeft of 
the citizens. But the pride of the monarch was 
flattered in the exercife of power, or, as he 
thought^ of virtue ; and the people, fafe in their 
obfcurity, applauded the danger and debafement 
of their fuperiors. This extraordinary rigour 
was juftiiied, in fome meafarc, by its falutary 
confequences ; fince, after a fcrutiny of feven- 
teen days, not a complaint or abufe could be 
found in the court or city : and it might be aU 
legcd that the Greeks could be ruled only with a 
rod of iron, and that the public intere/l is the 
motive and law of the fupreme judge. Yet ir. 
the crime, or the fufpicion, of trcafon, that 
judge is of all others the mod credulous and 
partial. Thcophilus might inflidt a tardy ven^ 
geancc on the aifaflins of hcj& and the faviouri 
of his father ; but he enjoyed thefruils'df thcit 
crime ; and his jealous tyranny facrificed a 
brother and a prince to the future fafety of his 
life. A Perfian of the race of the SalFafH^s 
died IB poverty and exile at Conftantinople, 
leaving an only fon, the iffuciof a 'plebeian' mar^ 
jiage. At the age of *twelve> yeivs, thfe royal 

birth 
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CHAP, birth of Tbcophobus was revealed, and his nheitt 
XLVni. ^^s not unworthy of his bnih. He xras edu- 
cated in the Byzantine palace, a Chrifliari and a 
foldter } advauiccd with rapid llcps hi the icareer 
of fortune and glory ; received rhchandof the 
emperor's filler ; and was promoted to the com- 
mand of thirty thoufand Perfians, whp, like his 
fiather, had fled from the Mahometan conquer* 
or5. ' Thefe troops, doubly infefted with mor* 
cenary and fanatic vices, were diefirous of re- 
Yoking Hgainft their bcnetiaftor, and crefting the 
ftahdatd of their Piativc king : but the loyal 
Theophobus rejeftcd their offers, difconcertcd 
their fcherpes, and cfcaped from their hands to 
the camp or palace of his royal brother. A ge* 
tierous, confidence might have fecored a faithful 
and able guardian for his. wife and his. infant 
foh, to whoip Theophilus, in the ilowet of hii 
agc> was 'compelled to leave the inheritance of the 
empire. But his jeiloufy was cxaipcratrrf by 
envy and difeafe J he feared the dangerous vir^ 
lues. Avbich might either fuppcftrt or opprefs their 
infancy and weaknefs ; and the dyitig emperoy 
demanded the head of the Perfiao prince. With 
favagfc delight,. he recbgnifcd the famiKaf feai 
lutes q{ his brother : '' Thou art no longer 
i'' Theophfibus," he faid ; and finking on hi« 
ijpuohj headdpd^.with afaultering voice^ **Sdonv 
*^ too foon;,. J (hall be no more Theophilus!** 
.. The. RAiffians,. who have borrowed from the 
.Qreefc4 tbe.greateft pdrt of their civiland egcte- 
:f]^(liciil :pfelicy, preftrved, till the laft century^ 
a fingulgr;? itftitutton in the marriage of the 
,Czar. TbeyvcoUecbcd* nbt the virgins of every 
j-^nk and <>f every province, a vain and romantic 
id'ea,. bitt tb6 daughtcsrsof the principal nobles^ 
^whq, avyafted: in.jhepdadc the choiqe of tlieir 
Tqv^reignt: it.js. afficmicdy ubat a •(iawlar picthod 
wa^. adppted tn.thc aifrpti^^s oi^ TiicophiU*&. 

With 
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With a' golden apple in his ha*id, he (lo<^ly CHAP 
walked between two lines of contending beau- ^^VflL 
ties : bis eye was detained by the charms oF ~ '^ '*"' 
Icafia, and, in the awkwardnefs of a firil decia^ 
ration, thfe prince could only obfcrve, that, in 
this world, women bad been the cauiTc of much 
evil : ** And furcly, fir,*' (lie pertly, replied, 
" they have likcwifc been the occafion of much 
" good." This aflFedlation of unfeafonable w^it 
difpleafcd the Imperial lover : he turned afide in 
difguft ; Icafia concealed her mortification in a 
convent ; and the modeft filence of Theodora: 
was rewarded with the golden apple.. She de- 
feryed the love^ but did not efcape the fcverity,- 
of her lord. From the palace garden he beheld 
a veflel deeply' laden, atid fleering into the port : 
on the difcovery that the precious cargo of Sy- 
rian luxury ^as the property of his wife, he 
condenuiied (he ihip to the flames, with a (harp 
teprbacb, tbat.btr avarice had degraded the 
charaftef of an emprefs into that of a merchants 
Yet his laft choicis entrufted her with the guari Michteiin. 
diartfhip of the etnpire and her fon Midt^^U j;J^;^^tll 
who was left an orphan in the fifth y^aSr of hi^ 
dge. The reftoratioii ofima^ges, and •the fiinal 
extirpation of the Iconbclafts, has cndearied hei 
hame to the devotion of the Gfeeks ; but In thi5 
fervour of religious 2ca1, "Theodora entertained 
a gratefiai rcgisir^ for th^ W^tnory and falvatioit 
of her h«(band. Aft-eJr thirteen years of a pl*u? 
dent and frugal adnfiniftration, (he perceived 
the decWnft of h^. influenee ; bur the letjon(t 
Ircn-c imitated only the vWtu^s of her'pfedecefil 
for. ' ififtetid of $on(^iv}ng s^infi: the life o^ 
govern ibtfbt of her fori, (h^ retired, withow si 
ftruggle^ though rtdt^ithoiiit i momiur, to eH# 
fotttil^trf private jife^ dc^loridg the ingratitude 
th^ i\<^ -and th^e • inevitable I'uin 'of the' vforthi 

Among 
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Among the fucccffors of Nero and Elagabatus» 
we have not hitherto found the imitation of 
their vices, the charadlcr of a Roman prince 
who confidcrcd pleafure as the objeft of life, 
and virtue as the enemy of pleafure. What- 
ever might have been the maternal care of The- 
odorain the education of Michael the third, her 
unfortunate fon was a king before he wa^ a man. 
If the ambitious mother laboured to check the 
progrefs of reafon, (he could not cool the ebul- 
lition of paflion ; and her felfi(h policy w^s juftly 
repaid by the contempt and ingratitude of. the 
hcadftrong youth. At the age of eighteen, he 
rejefted her authority, without feeling his own 
incapacity to govern the empire and himfclf. 
With Theodora, all gravity and wifdora retired 
from the court ; their place was fupplied by the 
alternate domiiiipn of vice and folly; and. it 
was iropoffible without forfeiting the public ef- 
teem, to acquire or preferve th.e favour of the 
emperor. The millions of gold and filver which 
had been accumulated for the fervice of the 
ilate, wfere laviihcc^ qn the vileft of men, who 
pattered his paflions and (bared his pleafures ; 
and in a reigti of thirteen years, the richcll of 
fovcreigns was compelled to ftrip the palace and 
the churches of their precious furniture* Like 
Nero, he delighted in the amufemcms of the 
theatre, and fighed to be furpaffed in the.aqcom* 
plifhments in which he (hould hs^ve bluffed to 
excel. Yet the ftudies of Nero in miific and 
poetry, betrayed fome fymptoms of a liberal 
tafte ; the more ignoble arts of the fon of The* 
ophilu$ were confined to the chariot-race of the 
hippodrome. The four faftipns whifh had agi» 
fated the pieacc, ftiU amused jthe idle.t)efs, of the 
capital: for bimfelf, the emperor affumed th$ 
blue Mvery ; the three riyal colours were diftri* 
huicd to bis favountes, and in the vile though 

eager 
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eager. contention he forgot the dignity of his CHAP. 
pcrfon and the fafcty of his dominions. He ^^}}\ 
filenccd the meflenger of an invafion, who pre- 
fumed to divert his attention in the mbft critical 
moment of the race ; and by his command, the 
importunate beacons were extinguiftied, that too 
frequently fpread the alarm from Tarfiis to Con- 
(lantinople. The moft (kiirul charioteers ob- 
tained the iirft place in his confidence and ef* 
teem ; their merit was prdfufcly rewarded; the 
emperor fcafted in their houfcs, and prcfentcd 
their children at the baptifmal font ; and while he 
applauded his own popularity, he affcded to blarnc 
the cold and (lately refervc of his predcceflbrs. 
The unnatural lulls which had degraded even 
the manhood of Nero, were banifhcd from the 
world ; yet the ftrength of Michael was con- 
fumed by the indulgence of love and intern* 
perance. In his midnight revels, when his paf- 
lions were inflamed by wine, he was provoked 
tp iiTue the moft fanguinary commands i and if 
any feelings of humanity were left, he was re- 
duced, with the return of fenfe, to approve the; 
falutary difobedience of his fervants. But the 
moil e^i^traordinary feature in the charader of 
Michael, i« the propbane mockery of the religion 
of his country. The fuperftition of the Greeks 
might indeed excite the fmile of a philofopher : 
but his fmile would hstve been rational and tern- 
perate, and he mud have condemned the igno* 
rant folly of a youth who infulted thecbjcds of 
public vener^ition. A buffoon of the court was 
invefted in the robes of the patriarch : his twelve 
metropolitans, among whom the emperor was 
ranked, aflumed their ecclefiaftical garments ; 
they ufed or abufcd the facred vefleis of the 
altar ; and in their bacchanalian feafts the holy 
communion was adminiftered in a naufeous com- 
pound of vinegar and muftard. Nqr were thefe 

impious 
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CJ rf A p. irtif)idtts fpt(Xic\^ doneealtd ftbtti th* ey€S of the 
^^^ dty. Ort the day bf^ a folcrtin fefttvdU th^ «*m. 
^^^**"*^ pcroFi with bis bifhops or baffbons, rdd* on afle^ 
through the ftrcets, cticottrifered the tfvsfc patri- 
arch at thfc head of his clergy ; aad by «hdir li- 
centious (houts atid obfcen* gefliirei, difordcfed 
the gravity of the Chriftiati proceflion. ThS 
devotion of Michael appeared only in, fome of- 
fence t6 reafon or piety : he received his theatri- 
dal crowns from the ft^ue bf the Virgin \ and 
at) imperial tomb was violated fef thd fake of 
burtiingthe bones of Gdnftantinethd Iconoclaft. 
By this extravagant conduft^ the fon of Theophi- 
lus became as contemptible ^as he wai odious : 
c^very citizen ivas impatient for the delivefatiGe 
of his country ; and even the favotiritcS of the 
moment W^re apprehenfivc that a caprice might 
fnatch away what a Capi^icc had beftoWed. Iti 
the thirtieth year of his age, aftd in the bouf of 
ifatoxication and fleep, Michael thfc third i^as 
murdered in his chamber by the founder of a 
tttiv dynarty, whom th6 empetor had raifed to 
an equality of rank and power, 
Bifii I. the The genealogy of Bafil the Maccdbtiian (if it 
Mtcedo. }y^ not tht fpuriotis offspHffg of pride and flattery) 
a!d.867, efithibitsra gerttiine piftute of the revolution of 
s*iK.t4. the moft jlUiftriousfamirieisi. ' The AffacidcS, tlie 
rivals of Rome, p6(tefled the' fceptrfe 6^ the £aft 
near four hundred yeairs : i youngir braiieh of 
thefePaTtlnan fcihgs Continued t6 teigfi ift Ai^itie- 
nia; atrd their royal defcehdants fdrviiFed thfe 
partitition and ferVitude of that aneierit mo- 
narchy. ' ^y^a of tl^fc, Artabanus and ChKeu^fc, 
eftaped or retired t6 the court of Leo the firft : 
his bounty feat^d ihtni in a faFe and hofpitabld 
c'xile, ih the prbvincfe bf Macedonia ; A'drVan- 
ople wa^ their final feittlemerit, During fevferal 
generations they iliaintaitted the digmty of their 
birth; and their ft^naati patt4(A4fin r<fj6<a6d th6 
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tempting bfiers Of th^-Ptfrfian.tind Arabiaii poir-CTH AT* 
trsj who rc^hllcd them to their native country^ J^^^^^^ 
But their fpkfadour was infenfibly clouded by ^ 
time and poverty ; and the father of Bafil was 
reduced to 8' fmall farm, which he cnhivated 
with his own handi : yet be* icorned to difgrace 
the blood of the Arfacid^s by a plebeian alliance t 
his wife, a widow of Adrianople^ was pleafed to 
count among htr anceilors, the great Confian*- 
tine ; and their royal infant was conneQed by 
fome dark affinity of lineage or country with the 
Macedonian Alexander. No fooner was he born^ 
than the cradle of Bafil, his family, and his city> 
were fwept away by an inundation of the Bulga* 
rians: he wa^ educated a flave in a foreign land ; 
and in this fcverc difcipHne^ he acquired th* 
hardintfe bf body and flexibility of mind which 
promoted his future elevation. In the age of 
youth or manhood lie fhared the deliverance of 
the Roman captives, who gencrbufly broke their 
fetters, ifiarched through Bulgaria to the Ihorefc 
of the Eulcine, defeated two armies of Barba- 
rians, embarked in the (hips which had been 
Rationed for their reception, and returned ti> 
Conftantinople, from whence they were diftribu- 
ted to their refpeftive homes. But the freedom 
t)f Bafil was naked and dcftitute : his farm was 
ruined by the calamities of war : , after his father's 
death, bis minua) labour, or fervice, could no 
longer fupport a family of orphans ; and he ire- 
folved to feck d more confpicuous theatre, in 
^hich every virtue and every vice may lead to 
the paths of greatnefs. . The firft niglit of his ar- 
nval at Conftantinople, without friends or mo*- 
^ey, the weafy -pilgrim flept on the fteps of the 
cburch of^St. Dronrede : he was fed by the cafual 
liofpitality of a monk ;. and was introduced to 
the fervicr of . a^toufin and namefake of thccm^ 
peror Theq>biios V 'tt^o, though bimfoif of adt« 
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^ minutivc pcrfon, was always followed by a train 
of tall and handfome domeftics. Bafil attended 
his patron to the government of Pcloponncfus ; 
eclipfed, by his perfonal merit, the birth and 
dignity of Thcophilus, and formed an ufeful 
connexion with a wealthy and charitable matron 
of Patras. Her fpiritual or carnal love embraced 
the young adventurer, whom (he adopted as her 
fon. Daniclis prefented him with thirty flavcs ; 
and the produce of her bounty was expended in 
the fupport of his brothers, and the purchafe of 
fome large eftates in Macedonia. His gratitude 
or ambition ftill attached him to the fervice of 
Theophilus i and a lucky accident recommended . 
him to the notice of the court. A famous wreft- 
ler, in the train of the Bulgarian ambailadors, 
had defied, at the royal banquet, the boldeft and 
mod robuft of the Greeks. The ftrength of Ba- 
fil was praifed ; he accepted the challenge ; and 
the Barbarian champion was overthrown at the 
firft onfet. A beautiful but vicious horfe was 
condemned to be hamftrung: it was fubdued by 
the dexterity and courage of the fervant of The* 
ophilus ; and his conqueror was promoted to ^n 
honourable rank in the Imperial {tables. But i^ 
was impoflible to obtain the confidence of Mi- 
chael, without complying with his vices ; and 
his new favourite, the great chamberlain of the 
palace, was raifed and fupported by a difgrace- 
ful marriage with a royal qoncubine, and the 
difhonour of bis fitter, who fucceeded to hec 
place. The pablic adminittration bad been 
abandoned to the Csfar Bardas, the brother ittd 
enemy of Theodora ; but the arts of female in- 
fluence perfuaded Michael to hate and tafear his 
uncle : he was drawn from Conftantinople, under 
the pretence of a Cretan expedition, and ftabbed 
in the tent of audience, by the fword of the 
chamherlaih, andjii tUe.prefcnccdf the emperor. 

About 
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About a month after this execution, Bafil was in. CHAP. 
veiled with the title of Auguftus and the govern- XLVJII, 
mcnt of the empire. He fupported this unequal 
aflbciacion till his influence was fortified by po- 
pular cftcem. His life was endangered by the 
caprice of the emperor ; and his dignity was pro- 
faned by a fecond colleague, who had rowed in 
the gallics. Yet the murder of his benefador 
muft be condemned as an aft of ingratitude and 
treafoH; and the churches which he dedicated to 
the name of St. Michael, were a poor and puerile 
expiation of his guilt. 

The different ages of Bafil the firft, may be 
compared with thofe of Auguftus. The (itua-^ 
tion of the Greek did not allow him in his earlieft 
youth to lead an army againfthis country, or to 
profcribethe noblcft of her fons ; but his afpiring 
genius (looped to the arts of a flavc; he di£ 
fembled his ambition and even his virtues, and 
grafpcd, with the bloody hand of an aflaffin, 
the empire which he ruled with the wifdom and 
tendernefs of a parent. A private citizen may' 
feel his intcrcft repugnant to his duty ; but it 
mutt be from ai deficiency of fcnfc or courage^ 
that an abfolute monarch can feparate his happi- 
nefs from his glory, or his glory from the public 
welfare. The life or panegyric of Bafii has in- 
deed been compofed and piiblilhcd under the 
long reign of his defcendants ; but even their 
ftability on the throne may be juftly afcribed to 
the fuperior rhcrit of their ancdlor. In his clia- 
rafter, his grandfon Conftantine his attempted* 
to delineate a perfeft imageof royalty : but that 
feeble prince, unlcfs he had copied a real model, 
cmild not cafily have foared fo high above the 
level of his own conduft or conceptions. But 
themoft folid praifc of Bafil is drawn from the 
comparifon t)f a ruined and a flourifhing mo- 
narchy, that which he wrefted from thcdiflbluie 
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Mich&ely ant] t'ba^t. which he bequeathed, to the 
Macedonian dynafty. The cviU which bad (been 
fi^ndified by time and cxfimplc, were corrcclc4- 
by hi« mafterh^nd ^ and he revived, if not the 
national fpirir, at Icafl the order and majefty of 
the Roman empire. His application vvas indefati- 
gable, bis temper cool, his underftanding vigor- 
ous and decifive : and in his pfac^tice he obferved 
that rar^ ^ind fajvit^ry moderation, which pur- 
fues each vi.T:cuff, at ^n equal diftancc between 
thq oppofite vices His military.ieryice had been 
confined to the palace ; nor w^s the emperor en- 
dowed v^ith the fpiri:^^or the talentj^ of a warrior. 
Yet Milder his reign t^P jlora^n ^rms ware again 
fpFinidablp t^a thp. .Qarb^riar\s. A$ fopn ^s he had 
fpyn^d ^ nqw H^y' by difcipl'me and exercife, 
he appeared in* perfon on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, ctt^rbed thp pride qf tt^e §araccns, and 
fHpgrcffed thQ .<Japgproi|s ttipvfcgh. juft revolt of 
tJ>€i.M?tpi<?hjas2|f^. His i^dignjition againft a rebel 
vybQ had Ippg elp(le4 hispurfuay pravoked bim 
t9<>yi(h andtpprpy;, that by the gr^(?e of God, 
bj? might drivQ^hi^jC arrows iptp.i^e head of 
(^bryibchir. That odious head;, which had been 
obtained by treafon; rather than by valour, w.a3. 
fufpended from 51 tree, and thrice; expofed to the 
dexterity of the Imperial archer ;.,a t|afe revenge 
againft the dwd> more worthyof thc.timcs, than, 
of the charaAtr of BafiL But his principal 
merit was in ihccivij adniiniftrationof thcfinan-. 
cqs::ahd of the Ja^v^* ::;.To fepl^njifh ^n ^laufted 
tre^fury^ it was propoffsd to relume the )avi(h 
and ill pljiqcd gifts of his predecc^flor: his pru^- 
dencc abated one. moiety of the reftitution ; and 
a fum of tW'Clvje hundred thoufand pounds was 
ifift^nily procured to anfwer the moft preffing 
demands, and to allow fome fpace for the ma* 
tare operations of oeconomy. Among the y^^ 
rious fcheniQs for tbp improvcoienl; of tlpie reve- 
nue. 
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nac, a new mode was fuggcfted of capitation, CHAP.. 
or tribute, which would have too much depended XLVIIL 
on the arbitrary difcrctjon of the afleflQrs. A 
fuiEcient lift of honeft and able agents was in- 
ftantiy produced by theminiftcri but, on the 
more careful fcrutiny of Bafil hirafclf, only )twQ 
could be found, who might be fefely cntruOcd 
with fuch dangerous ppwcrs ; arici they juftified 
his cftceui by dccHning his confidtnce. But the 
fcripus and fuccefsful diligence pf the emperor 
cftabliihcd by degrees an equitable balance of 
property and payment, .of receipt and expendi- 
ture : a peculiar fund was appropriated to each 
fcrvicc^ and a public njetbod fecured thcintereft 
of the prince and the property of, the people. 
After reforming the lu^uxy, he affigned two pa- 
trimoiiial cftates tp fupply the decent plenty, ot 
the loip^fial ublc : the contributipn? of the fijb- 
jeft were refcrved for his defence^ and. the rc/i^ 
due was cmplpycd in the cmbelUlbmcnt of the 
capital and provinces. A tafte for building, haw 
ever coftly, niay defervc fomc pxaife and much 
cxcufc: froui thence induftry is fcjd, ^n is en- 
couraged, and fomc object is. ;^ trained pf public 
eiuplument or plcafar.c : the ufe of a ro^, an. 
Jiquedud, or an hojpital^ is obvious and folid ^ 
and the hundred churches that arofe by the com 
mandof Bafil, were confecrated to the devption. 
pf the age. In the charaftcr of ^/yidj^c^ bf wai 
affidupy.? and impariial;'.defir0us Lo fav£., but 
not afraid ,to ftrik-c : rtjf^c- ppprcffor^ of. the'peoplp' 
were .reverely cha(Ufid.; bwt his perTohaf foes, 
^honi it might be urvfafe. to pardon, were con- 
demned, after tbelofe of their eyes, tp a life pt 
foliii^de ?m4 repentance* The c,hangc .pf lan- 
guage ^pd manners demanded a r.cvijiiojarof the 
obfoletcjurifpradence of.Juftinian; the volumi- 
nous body of his Itjftitutes, Pandefjtsj Code, and 
Novels, wa3 digcft^d under forty Vule;?, Jn the 

Greek 
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CHAP. Greek idiom; and the Bqfilics^ which were im- 
XLVIII. proved and completed by hisfon and grandfon, 
^'"'^ muft be referred i(i the original genius of the 
founder of their race. This glorious reign was 
terminated by an accident in the chace. A fu- 
rious ftag entangled his horns in the belt of Bafil, 
and raifed him from hishorfe : he wasrefcucd by 
an attendant, who cut the belt and flew the ani- 
mal ; but the fall, or the fever, exhaufted the 
flrength of the aged monarch, and he expired 
in the palace, amidft the tears of his family and 
people. If he ftruck off the head of the faithful 
iervant, for prefumingto draw hisfword agathd 
his ft)vereign ; the pride of defpotifm, which had 
lain dornnant in his life,* revived in the lad mo- 
ments of defpair, when he. no longer wanted or 
valued the opinion of mankind. 
Leo VI. the Of the four fons of thd emperor, Conftan- 
phikifopher ^j^^ j.^^ before his father, whofe grief and ere- 
Mtrwh I. dulity were amufed by a flattering impoftor and 
a vain apparition. Stephen, the youngeft, was 
content with the honours of a patriarch and a 
faint ; both Leo and Alexander were alike in- 
verted with the purple, but the powers of go- 
vernment Were folely exercifed by the elder bro- 
ther. TThe name of Leo the fixth has been 
dignified wi,th the title of philo/ofber ; and the 
union of the prince and the fage, of the aftive 
and fpeculative virtues, woiild indeed conftitute 
the perfe£ticai of human nature. But the claims 
of Leo are far fhort .of . this ideal excellence. 
Did he reduce his paflions and appetites under 
the dominion 6f reafofl? His life was fpent ii> 
the pomp df the palaCe, in the fociety of his 
wives and concubines ; 'and even the clemency 
which he fbewed, and the peace which he ftrovc 
to preferve, muft be imputed to the foftnefs and 
indolence of his charafier. Did he fubdue his 
prejudices, and thofe of his fubjeds ? His mind 

was 
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T^as tinged with the moft pucirile fuperftition j C H A P. 
the influence of the clergy, ap4 th^ errors of the ^l-VIII. 
people, were cpilfecrate4 by his laws ; and the """^ 
oracles of Leo, which reveal, in prophetic ftyle, 
the fates of the empire, are fQunded<on the mts 
of afbrology aod divination.,- If we ftill enquire 
the reafon of his fage appellation, it can only 
be replied, that the fon of Bafil was lefs ignorant 
than the greater part of his contemporaries ia 
church and ftate ; that his education had been 
jdirefted \>y the learned PJxotiusj and thpt feve- 
ral books pf profane and ecclefiailical fciencp 
were compofed by the pen, or ii^ the name, of 
the Imperial philofophfrf But th^ Tepufajion of 
his philofophy i^nd religion was ovprthipwn by 
a dpmeftic vice, the repetition pf bis mapjtial§. 
The primitive ideas of the mprit and bolinefs of 
celibacy, . w.ere preached by the monks, and en- 
tertained by the Greeks. Marriage was j^lowed 
as a neceifary means for the propagation; p^ man- 
kind; after the death of either party, the furvir 
VQX might fatisfy by a fecon^ nnioviy the weak- 
nds or the ftrength tgj the fleih: but a third 
marriage was cenfured; as a fta^te of legal forni- 
cation ; and ^, fourth wap ^ fin or fcandal as yet 
unknown to the Chrifti^SS of the Eaft. In the 
beginning of |iis XV^^9 hw himfelf had aboliih^ 
ed the ftate of concubines, and condeipned, 
without annulling, third marriages : but his pa- 
triotiftn apd Ipv^ foon compelled him to violate 
hi$ own laws, and to incur the penance, which 
in a limil^r cafjp he had impofed on his fubjefts. 
In his three fif ft, alliances, ^is npptial bed was 
unfruitful ; th6 emppror required ^ female cott)- 
panion, and the empire a legitimate heir. The 
beautiful Zoe was introduced into thi^ palace as 
a concubine; gnd aftei:^a trial of her f^cundi- 
^, and the birth of Conftantine, her lover dp- 
glared his inteiQtion of legitimajting the mojber 
Vol. iX. E * - '* an<J.^ 
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CHAP.ahd the child, by the celebration of his fourth 
^^][;^^ nuptials. But the patriatxrh ♦ Nicholas refufed 
his bleffirig : the Imperial baptifm of the young 
prince was obtained by a promife of ^ feparation ; 
and the contumacious hufband^ df Zbe Was oc-^ 
eluded from the communion of the faithful. 
Neither the fear of exile, nor the defcrtion of 
his brethren, nor the authority' of the Latin 
church, nor the danger of failure or doiibt in 
the fucceffion to the empire, could bend the 
fpirit of the inflexible monk. Aftef the death 
of Leo, he was recalled from exile to the civil 
and ecclefiaftical sidminiftration j and the edi6: 
of union which was promulgated in the name 
of Conftantine, condemned the future fcandal 
of fourth riiaTriages, and left a tacit imputation 
on his own birth. 
Alexander,- Ift t^e Grcek liuguage, purpfe and toHhyry 
VH. are the lame word : and as the colours of nature 

Porphyro- are invariable, we may Icarttj^ that a dark deep 
^^°a 9 1 1 / fed was the Tyrian dye * which ft ai ned the pur* 
^y'». ' pie of the ancients. An apartment df tteeBy- 
zantine palace was lined ;^ith porphyry : it was 
refervedfor the ufe of the pregnant empreflTes ; 
arid the royal birth of their childrto was; expref- 
fed by the appellation of ptrphyrogenite^ or born 
in the purple. Several of the Roman princes 
had been bleffed with an heir 5 but this peculiar 
fiirname was firft applifed t^ Cdtiftantine the fe- 
yenth. ^ His life and titular reign -^vere of equal 
duration ; but of fifty-four years, fix had elap- 
fed before his father's death; and th^ fon of 
Leo was ever th« voluntary or reltfftant fubjeft 
of thofe who oppreffed his weaknefs or abufed 
his confidence. His uncle Alexander, who had 
long been invefted with tbe title of Auguftus, 
was the firft colleague arid governor of the young 
prince: but in a rapid career of vice and foHy, 
' the brother of Leo already emiilated the reputa- 
tion 
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tion of Michael ; and when he was extinguiflicd C H A P. 
by a timely death, he entertained a prbjcft of ^^^^3^ 
caftrating his nephew, and leaving the. empire 
to a worthlefs favourite. The fucceeding years 
of the minority of Conftantine were occupied 
by his mpther Zoe, and a fucceffion or council 
of feven regents, who piyrfucd their intereft, 
gratified their paffions, abandoned the republic, 
(upplanted each other, and finally vanimed in 
the pTefeiice of a foldier. From an obfcure ori- 
gin, Rpmanus Lecapenu? had raifed liimfelf to 
the command of the naval armies; and in the 
anarchy of the times, had defer ved, or at leaft 
had obtained, the national eftecm. Witl^ a yifto- 
rious and affe£bionate fleet, he failed from the 
mouth pf the Danube into the harbour of Con- 
ftantinople, and was hailed as. the deliverer of 
the p^pje, and the guardian of the princ^. 
Sis fl(greme officq was at fixft defined by the 
new s^ppellatiqn of fs^her of the emperor ;. but 
Roiiian,as foon difdaine^d the fi^bordinate powers Romanus r. 
of aminifter., and affumed, with the. titles of ':*'"?"*'• 
Caefaran4 Augultus, the. full independence of nec.'i4. 
rQvalty, which he held near five and twenty ^*»"ft«P^«'» 
years. His three fops, Chnltopher, Stephen, comtan- 
and ConAantwie, were fucceflively adorned with ^*"^ ^"'' 
the fame honours, s^nd the lawful emperor, was 
degraded from- the firft to the fifth rank in this 
college of princes. Yet, in the prefervation of 
his life and crown, he might flill applaud his 
own fortune and the clemency of the ufurper. 
The examples of ancient and modern, hiftory 
would have excufed the ambition of Romanus : 
the powers and the laws of the empire were in 
his hand J thefpurious birth d Conftantine 
would h?iv€ juftified his exclufion ; and the grave 
or the ntonaftery was open to receive the fon of 
the concubine. But Lecapenus does not appear 
to b^ve poffeffed either the virtues or the vices 
E a of 
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C H A P. pf a tyrant. The fpirit and aftivity of his pri-* 
^^Xlf^ vate life diflblv^d away in the funfhihc of the 
throne ; and in his licentious pleafures, he forgot 
the fafety both of th^ republic and of his fami- 
ly. Of a mild and religious charaiSer, he ref- 
pefted the fanftity of oaths, the innocence of 
the youth, the memory of his parents and the 
attachment of the people. ' The ftudious temper 
and retirement of Conftantinej dif^rmed the jea- 
I'oufy of power:, his books and mufic, his pen 
and his pencil, were a conftant fource of amufcr 
ment ; and if he cpuld improve a fcanty aliowr 
ance by the fale of his piftures, if their price 
was not enhanced by the name of the artift, he 
was endowed with a perfpnal talent, which few 
princes cpuld employ in the hour of adverfity. 
Gonftaniinc The fall of Rom^nus was oecafioned by his 
a!d. 945, own vices and tbofe of his children. ■ After the 
jaDuar]f 17. deceafe of Chrifiopher, |iis eldeft Ton, thfe two 
furviying brothers qlxatrelled witli each other, 
and cohfpiredagainft their father. 'At flie hour 
of noon, when all ftrangers were regularly ex- 
eluded from the palace,, they entered his apart- 
ment with an armed force, and conveyed him, 
in the habit of a monk,, to a fmall ifland in the 
Propontis, which was peopled by a religious 
community. The rumour of this domeftic re- 
volution excited a tumult in the city ; but Por- 
phyrogenitus 5^1one, the true and lawful empe- 
ror, was the objefl: of the public care j and the 
fons of Lecapenus were taught, by tardy expe- 
rience, that they had atchieved a guilty and pe- 
rilous cnterprife for the benefit of their rival. 
Their filler Helena* the wife of Conftantine, re- 
vealed, or fuppofed, their treacherous defign of 
affaffinating her hufband at the royal banquet. 
His loyal adherents were alarmed ; and the two 
tifurpdr§ were prevented, leized, degraded from 
the purple, and embarked for the fame ifland 

and 
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and monaftery where their father had been fo ^^^,^* 
lately confined. Old Romanus met them on the r^^^ _^ 
beach wilii a farcaftic fmile, and, after a juft 
reproach of their folly and ingratitude, prefented 
his Imperial colleagues with an equal fliare of 
his water and vegetable diet. In the fortieth 
year of his reign, Conftantine the feventh ob* 
tained the poffeffion of the Eaftern world, which 
he ruled, or feemed to rule, near fifteen years. 
But he was devoid of that energy of charafter 
which could emerge into a life of aftion and 
glory ; and the ftudics which had amufed and 
dignified his leifure, were incompatible with the 
ferious duties of a fovereign. The emperor 
negledted the praftic^, to inftruft his fon Ro- 
manus in the theory, of government : while he 
indulged the habits of intemperance and iloth, 
he dropt the reins of the adminiftration into the 
hands of Helena his wife ; and, in the. fhifting 
fcene of her favour and caprice, each minifter 
was regretted in the promotion of a more worth- 
lefs fucceifor* Yet the birth and misfortunes of 
Conftantine had endeared him to the Greeks ; 
they excufed his failings; they refpedled his 
learning, his innocence, and charitv, his love 
of juftice i and the ceremony of his funeral was 
mourned with the unfeigned tears of his fub- 
jefts. The body, according to ancient cuftom^ 
lay in ftate in the veftibule of the palace; and 
the civil and military officers, the patricians, the 
fenate, and the clergy, approached in due order 
to adore and kifs the inanimate corpfe of their 
fovereign. Before the proceflion moved towards 
the Imperial fepulchre, an herald proclaimed this 
awful admonition : *' Arife, O king of the 
" world, and obey the fummons of the King of 
" kings.!'* . 

the 
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The death of Conftantine was imputed to 

^poifoh; andhisfon Romanus, who derived that 

RomTnus name from his maternal grandfather, afcended 
ii.jonior, the throne of Conftantinople. A prince who, 
Nov. 15!^'* at the age of twenty, could be fufpeded of an- 
ticipating his inheritance j muft have been al- 
ready loft in the public efteem ; yet Romanus 
was rather weak than wicked ; and the largeft 
fliare of the guilt was transferred to his wife, 
Theophano, a womgn of bafe origin, mafculine 
fpirit, and flagitious manners. The fenfe of 
perfonal glory and public happinefs, the true 
pleafures of royalty, were unknown to the fon 
of Conftantine; and, while the two brothers, 
Nicephorus and Leo, triumphed over the Sara- 
cens, the hours which the emperor owed to his 
people Were confumed in ftrenuous idlenefs. lu 
the morning he vifitcd the circus ; at noon he 
fcafted the fa>ator6 ; the greater part of the af- 
ternoon he fpent in thtfpharijierium^ot tennis- 
court, the only theatre of his viftbries 5 fronv, 
thence he paflcd ovfer to the Afiatic fidcof the 
Bolphorusi hunted and killed four wild boars of 
the largeft fize, ancj returned to the . palace, 
proudly content with the labours of the diay. In 
ftrength and beauty he was confpicuous above his 
equals: tall and ftrei^ht as a young cyprefs, his 
complexion was fair and florid, his eyes.fparkling, 
his Ihckilders broad, his nofe long and aquiline. 
Yet even thcfe pcrfeftions were infufHcicnt to fix 
the lovi of Theophano; and, after a; reign of 
four-yeslrs, ftie mingled for her hufband the fame 
deadly dra^jght which (he had compofed for his 
father, 
Nicepho. By his marriage with this impious woman, Ro- 
rus 11. mami^tbe younger left two fons, Bafil the fecond 
A. 0^953, and Conftantine the i)inth, and two .'daughters, 
Auguftd. Theophano and Anile, The eldcft fifter was 
* given to Othothc fecond, emperor of the Weft; 

the 
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the younger became the wife of Wolodomir, CH AP. 
great duke and apoftle of Ruffia, and, by the ^ yj^ 
marriage of her grand-daughter with Henry the 
firft, king of France, the blood of the Mace- 
donians, and perhaps of the Arfacidcs, ftill flows 
in the veins of the Bourbon line. After the death 
of her hufband, the emprefs afpired to reign in 
the name of her fons, the elder of whom was 
five, and the younger only two, years of age ; 
but fhc foon felt the inftability of a throne, 
which was fupportcd by a female who could not 
be eflcemed, and' tvvo infants who could not be 
feared. Theophano looked around for a protec- 
tor, and threw herfelf into the arms of the 
braved foldier ; her heart was capacious; but 
the deformity of the new favpurite rendered it 
more than probable that iritereft was the motive 
and cxcufe of her love. Nicephorus PUocas 
united, in the popular opinion, the double merit 
of an hero and a faint. In the farmer charadlcr, 
his qualifications were genuine arid fplendid : the 
defcendant of a race, illuftrious by their military 
exploits, he had difplayed, in every ftation and 
in every province, the courage of a foldier and 
the conduct of a chief; and Nicephorus was 
crowned with recent laurels, from the important 
conqueft of the iflfc of Crete, His religion was 
of a more ambiguous- caft ; and his haircloth, 
his fafts, his pious idiom, and his wifh to retire 
from the bufinefs of the world, were a conve- 
nient raaflc for his dark and dangerous ambition. 
Yet he impofed on an holy patriarch, by whofc ' 
influence, and by a decree of thefenatc, he was 
entrufted, during the minority of the yodng 
princes, with the abfolute and independent com- 
mand of the Oriental armies, ' As foon as he 
had fecured the leaders and the troops, he boldly 
marched to Conftantinople, trampled on his ene- 
mies, avowed his corrcfpondencc with the em- 
prefs, 
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^P^^-prefs^ and without degrading her fons, affumed 
3J;;X^ with the tale of Auguftus, the pre-eminence of 
rank and the plenitude of power. But his mar- 
riage with Thcophano was refufed by the fame 
patiiarch who had placed the crown on his head : 
by his fecond nuptials he incurred a year of ca- 
nonical penance ; a bar of fpiritual affinity was 
oppofed to their celebration ; and fome evafion 
and perjury were required to filence the fcruples 
of the clergy and people. The popularity of the 
emperor was loft in the purple : in a reign of fix 
years he provoked the hatred of fttangers and 
fubjefls J and the hypocrify and avarice of the 
firft Nictphorus were revived in his fucceflbr. 
Hypocrify I (hall never juftify or palliate; but 
I will dare to obferve, that the odious vice of 
avarice is of all others moft haftily arraigned, 
and moft unmcjrcifully condemned. In a private 
citizen, our judgment feldom cxpefls.an accurate 
icrutiny into his fortune and expence ; and in a 
fteward of the public treafure, frugality is always 
a virtue, and the encreafe of taxes too often an 
indifpenfable duty. In the ufe of his patrimony, 
the generous temper of Nicephorus had been 
-p;oved ; and tHc revenue was ftriclly applied to 
the fcrvice of the ftate : each fpring the emperor 
marched in perfon againft the Saracens ; and 
every Roman might compute the employment of 
his taxes in triumphs, conquefts, and the fecurity 
of the Eaftern barrier. 
John zimif- Among the warriors who promoted his eleva- 
cwiUni^^'' tion, and ferved under his ftandard, a noble and 
tine IX. valiant Armenian had deferved and obtained the 
D^f 2^^' moft eminent rewards. The ftaturc of John 
^' Zimifces was below the ordinary ftandard; but 
this diminutive body was endowed with ftrength, 
beauty, and the foul of an hero. By thcjealou- 
fy of the emperor's brother, he was degraded 
from the office of general of the Eaft, to that of 

director 
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dircftor of the ports, and his murmurs were CHAP, 
chaftiled with difgracc and exile. But Zimifces XLVIU. 
was ranked among the numerous lovers of the 
cmprefs : on her interceffion, he was permitted 
to refidc at Chalcedon, in the neighbourhood of 
the capital : her bounty was repaid in his clan- 
defiine and amorous vifits to the palace; and . 
Theophano confented, with alacrity, 10 the death 
of an ugly and penurious hufband. Some bold 
and trully confpirators were concealed in her moft 
private chambers : in the darkncfs of a winter 
night, Zimifces, with his principal companions, 
embarked in a fmall boat, traverfed the Bofpho- 
rus, landed at the palace Oairs, and filently af- 
ccnded a ladder of ropes, which was caft down 
by the female attendants. Neither his own fuf- 
picions, nor the warnings of his friends, nor the 
tardy aid of his brother Leo, nor the fortrcfs 
which he had erefted in the palace, could pro- 
tcft Niccphorus from a domeftic foe, at whofc 
voice, every door was opened to the aflaflins. As 
he ilept on a bear-ikin, on the ground, be was 
roufcd by their noify intrufion, and thirty dag- 
gers glittered before his eyes. It is doubtful 
whether Zimifces imbrued his bands in the blood 
of his fovereign; but he enjoyed the inhuman 
fpeflaclc of revenge. The murder was protrac- 
ted by infult and cruelty ; and as foon as the head 
of Nicephorus was (hewn from the window, the 
tumult was hufhed, and the Armenian was em- 
ptix)rof the Eaft. On the day of his corona- 
tion, he was flopped on the threfhold of St. 
Sophia, by the intrepid, patriarch ; who charged 
his confcience with the deed of treafon and 
blood; and required, as a fign of repentance, 
that he (hould feparate himfelf from his more 
criminal aflbciate. This fally of apoftolic zeal 
was not ofFenfive to the prince, fince he could 
neither love i\qt truft a woman who had repeated- 
ly 
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ly violated the. mod Tacred obligations ; andThe- 
opbano, inftead of. (haring his Imperial fortune, 
was difmiffed with ignominy from his bed. and 
palace. In their lad interview, (he difplayed a 
frantic and impotent rage ; accufed the ingrati- 
tude of her lover; aflaulted, with words and 
blow.% her fon Bafil, as he ftood filent and fub- 
miflive in the prefence of a fupeiipr colleague; 
and avowed her own profti.tution, in proclaiming 
the illegitimacy of his birth. The public indig- 
nation wasappeafed by her exile, and the punifli- 
mcnt of the meaner accomplices : the death of 
an unpopular prince was forgiven ; and the guilt 
of Zimifces was forgotten in the fplendour of his 
virtues. Perhaps his profufion was Icfs ufeful to 
the date than the avarice of Nicephoru$ ; but his 
gentle and generous behaviour delighted all who 
approached his perfon^ and it wa$ only in the 
paths of viftory that he trod in the foptfteps of 
his predcceflbr. The greaced part of his reign 
was employed in the camp {and the field ; his per- 
fonal valour and adivity were fignalized on the 
Danube and the Tigris^ the ancient boundaries 
of the Roman world ; and by his doiible tri- 
umph over the Ruffians and the Saracens, he dc- 
fcrved the titles of faviour of the empire, and 
conqueror of the Ead. In his lad return from 
Syria, he obferved that the mod fruitfullands of 
his new provinces were poflefled by the eunuchs. 
" And is it for them,'* he exclaimed, with 
honed indignation, '* that we have fought and 
** conquered ? Is it for them that we ihed our 
*^ blood, and exhaud the treafures of our peo- 
" pie ?*' The complaint was re-echoed to the 
palace, and the death of Zimifces is .drongly 
marked with the fulpicion of poifon. 
Baiii Tf. Under this ufurpation, or regency, of twelve 
•ndCon- years, the two lawful emperors, Baiil and Con- 
a' d"976/ ftantine, bad filcntly grown to the age of man- 

Janotry iq. hood. 
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hood. Their tender years had been incapable of CH a P. 
dom'rnion : the rcfpeftful modcfty of their at- XLVIIL 
tendance and falutation, was due to the age and 
merit of their guardians : the childlefs ambition 
of thofc guardians had no temptation to violate 
their right of fucceffion : their patrimony was 
ably and faithfully adminiftered ; and the pre- 
mature death of Zimifccs was a lofs, rather than 
a benefit, to the fons of Romanus. Their want 
of experience detained them twelve years longer 
the obfcure and voluntary pupils of a miniftcr, 
who extended bis reign by perfuading them to 
indulge the pleafures of youth, and to difdaia 
the labours of government. In this filken web, 
the weaknefs of Conftantinc was for ever en- 
tangled ; . but his elder brother felt the impulfe 
of genius and the dcfire of action ; he frowned, 
and the mtnifter was no more. Bafil was the 
acknowledged fovereign of Conftantinople and 
the provinces of Europe ; but Afia was oppreffed 
by two veteran generals, Phocas and Sclerus, 
who, alternately friends and enemies, fubjefts 
and rebels, maintained their independence, and 
laboured to emulate the example of fuccefsful 
ufurpation. Againft thefe domeftic enemies, 
the fon of Romanus fiift drew his fword, and 
they trembled in the prefcnce of a lawful and 
high -fpiri ted prince. The fir ft in the front of 
battle was thrown from his horfe, by the ftrokc 
of poifon, or an arrow : the fecond, who had 
been twice loaded with chains, and twice invert- 
ed with the purple, was defirous of ending in 
peace the fmall remainder of his days. As the 
aged fuppliant approached the throne, with dim 
eyes and faultering fteps, leaning on his two at- 
tendants, the emperor exclaimed, in the info- 
lence of youth and power, " And is this the 
•* man who has fo long been the objcd of our 
" terror?'' After Jic bad confirmed his own 

authority, 
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C H A P. authority, and the peace of the empire, the 
^^ }^^. trophies of Nicephorus and Zrmifccs would not 
fuffer their royal pupil to fleep in the palace. 
His long and frequent expeditions againft the 
Saracens were rather glorious, than ufeful to 
the empire ; but the final dcftrudtion of the 
kingdom of Bulgaria appears, lince the time of 
ijelifarius, the mod important triumph of the 
Roman arms. Yet inflead of applauding their 
viftorious prince, his fubjefts deteited the rapa- 
cious and rigid avarice of Bafil ; and in the im- 
perfeft narrative of his exploits, we can only 
difcern the courage, patience, and ferocioufncfs^ 
of a foldier. A vicious education, which could 
not fubdue his fpirit, had clouded his mind ; he 
uas ignorant of every fcience ; and the remem- 
brance of his learned and feeble grandfire might 
encourage his real or aflFeftcd contempt of laws 
and lawyers, of artifts and arts. Of fuch a 
charadlcr, in fuch an age, fuperftition took a 
firm and lading poffeffion ; after the firft licence 
pf his youth, Bafil the fecond devoted his life, 
in the palace and the camp, to the penance of 
an hermit, wore the monadic habit under his 
robes and armour, obferved a vow of continence, 
and impofed on his appetites a perpetual abdi- 
r»ence from wine and tlefti. In the lixty-eighth 
year of his age, his martial fpirit urged him to 
tmbark in perfon for a holy war againft the Sa- 
racens of Sicily ; he was prevented by death, 
and Bafil, furnamed the Slayer of the Bulgari- 
ans, was difmiffed from the world, with the 
bleffings of the clergy and the curfes of the 
cooft«n. people. After his deceafe, his brother Con dan- 
tine IX. line enjoyed, about three years, the power, or 
Pcccmber' rather the pleafures, of royalty ; and his only 
care was the feitlement of the fucceffion. He 
had enjoyed, fixty-fix years, the title of Au- 
guftus J and the reign of the two brothers is the 

longed, 
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longeft, and mod obfcurc, of the Byzantine hif- CH AP, 

^ VLVIIT 

tory. tX-i/ 

A lineal fucccffion of five emperors, in a pc* Romanot 
nod of an hundred and fixty years, had attachcdJU- 
the loyalty of the Greeks to the Macedonian a'd.'"oi8, 
dynafty, which had been thrice refpefted by the ^<>^ **• 
ufurpers of their power. After the death of 
Conftantine the ninth, the laft male of the royal 
race, a new and broken fcene prefcnts itfelf, 
and the accumulated years of twelve emperors 
do not equal the fpace of his fingle reign. His 
elder brother had preferred his private chaftity 
to the public intereft, and Conftantine himfelf 
bad only three daughters ; Eudocia, who took 
the veil, and Zoe and Theodora, who were pre- 
ferved till a mature age in a ft-ate of ignorance 
and virginity. When their marriage was dif- 
cuffed in the council of their dying father, the 
cold or pious Theodora refufed to give an heir 
to the empire, but her fiftcr Zoe prcfented her- 
felf a il^illing vidim at the altar. Romanus Ar^ 
cryrus, a patrician of a graceful perfon and fair 
reputation, was cbofen for her hufband, and, 
on his declining that honour, was informed, that 
blindnefs or death was the fecond alternative. 
The motive of his reludtance was conjugal af- 
feftion, but bis faithful wife facrificcd her owti 
happinefs to his fafety and grcatnefs ; and her 
entrance into a monaftery removed the only bar 
to the Imperial nuptials. After the deceafe of 
Conftantine, the fceptre devolved to Romanus ♦ 
the third ; but his labours at home and abroad 
were equally feeble and fruitlefs ; and the ma- 
ture age, the forty-eight years of Zoe, were lefs 
favourable to the hopes of pregnancy than to the 
indulgence of pleafure. Her favourite chamber* 
lain was an handfome Paphlagonian of the name 
of Michael, whofe firft trade had been that of a 
pioney-changcr ; and Romanus, either from 

gratitude 
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CHAP.gi^atitudc or equity, connived at their criminal 
^^^'^^* intcrcourfe, or accepted a flight affurance of 
*'*''^^*~^ their innocence. But Zoe foon juftified the 
Roman maxim, that every aduUtefe is capalte 
of poifoning her hufband ; atid the death of 
Romanus was inftantly followed by the fcanda^ 
lous: marriage and elevation of Michael the 
Michael IV. fourth. The cxpcdlations of Zoe were however 
^*.J**P*'^*' difappointcd : inftead of a vigorods and grateful 
A. D. I034, lover, (he had .placed in ber bed, a rmferable 
April II. wretch whofe health and reafon tirere impair- 
ed by epileptic fits, and whofc confcicnce 
was tormented by defpalr and r^nldrfe. Tbq 
tnoft ikilful phyficians of tl^e. mind and body 
were fummoned to his aid; aod bis hope$ 
were artaufed by' frequent pVlgrtmages to the 
baths, and. to the tombs of the nfiofl popular 
faims; the monks applauded bis- pet^ance,, and, 
except reflitmion (but to whom ftoufti he bav^ 
rcftored ?) Michael fought ev^ery nrttbod o£ ex- 
piating. bis guilt.. While he groaned aiftd prayed 
rn fackcloth and aOies, bis brother^: the eu^^qch 
Joho, f railed at his remorfc, and enjoyed the 
tearveft of a crime. of which htmfelf Was the 
fecret and moft guilty author. HSs adminiftra- 
iron was only t lie art of fadating his avari<;e, 
and Zoe became a captive in .the paJace of hej 
fathtrs and in the hands of her flayps. When 
he perceived tbe irretrievable decline of his 
brother's hcakh, he introduced his nephew, 
{another Michael, who derived bis lurnan:^e of 
Calaphates from his father's odcupation in thf 
careening of vcfTels: at the cofumand of the 
eanuch, Zoe adopted for her fon, the fon of a 
inech:anic ; and this fiftitiouS heir was inverted 
with the title and purple of th^Capfars, in the 
prcfence of the fenate and clergy. So feeble 
was the charaE^icr of Zoe, that Ibe was oppref? 

fea 
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fed by the liberty and power which fhc recovered CHAP, 
by the death of the Paphlagonian ; and at the ^^^^^* 
end of foiir days^ Ihe placed the crown upon Mkhiei v. 
the head of Michael the fifth, who had protefted^ CaUphatts', 
with tears atid oaths, that he fhould ever reign the d«/i4^^'* 
firft and moft obedient of her fubjcfts. The 
only a<ft of his (hort reign, was his bafe ingra- 
titude to his benefaSors, the eunuch and the 
emprcfs. The difgrace of the former was pleaf* 
ing ta the public ; but the murmur^, and at 
length the clamours, of Conftantinople deplored 
the exile of Zoc, the daughter of fo many 
emperors ; her vices wer^ forgottcfn, and Michael 
was taught, that there is a period in which the 
patience of the tamed flaves rifes into fury and 
revenge. The citizens of every degree af- 
fembled in a formidable tumult which liafted 
three days ; they befieged the palace, forced the 
gate^ recalled their mothers^ Zoc from her pri* 
ion^ Theodora frorn her monailery, and con- 
demned the fon of Calaphates to the l{>fs of bis 
eyes or of his life. .For the firft time, thezoetwJ 
Greeks beheld with furprife the two r.e^yal fifters Theodora, 
feated on the fame throne, prelidiag in the April* i^f** 
fenate, and giving audience to the ambafladors 
of the nations. But thi^ iingular union fubfifted 
no more than two months ; the two fovereigns, 
theiT tempers, intercfts^, and adherents, were 
fecretly hoftile to each other ; and as Theodora 
was ftill averfe to marriage, the indefatigable 
Zoe, at the age of fixtyj confcnted, for the pub- 
lic good, to fuftain the embraces of a third huf- 
band^ • and the cenfares of the Greek church. 
His name and number were Conftantine the ConHan- 
tenths arid the epithet of Mvnomachus.xhc fuiglc Monoma. 
combatant, . muft have been expreflivc of his va- «*»"«> 
lour and vi&ory in fo'mo public or private quar- j,,*ne ,7,'*'^' 
rel But his health was broken by the tortures 
gf the gout, and bis diflbltjte reign was fpent 

in 
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C H A P. in the alternative of ficknefs and pleafure. A 
.Ai^ viX A*^ fair and noble widow had accompanied Con- 
ftantinc in his exile to the ifle of Lc(bos, and 
Sclerena gloried in the appellation of his miftrefs. 
After his marriage and elevation, fhe was in- 
vcfted with the title and pomp of Aupijlaj and 
occupied a contiguous apartment in the palace. 
The lawful confort (fuch was the delicacy or 
corruption of Zoe) confented to. this ftrange 
and fcandalous partition ; and the emperor ap-' 
peared in public between his wife and his concu- 
bine. He furvived them both ; but the laft 
meafurcs of Conftantine to change the order of 
fucceffion were prevented by the more vigilant 
Theodon, fricuds of Thcodora ; and after his dcceafe, Ihe 
No^Vo!^^' refumed, with the general confent, thepoflcflion of 
her inheritance. In her name, and by the in* 
fluence of four eunuchs, the Eadem world was 
peaceably governed about nineteen months } and 
as they w idled to prolong their dominion^ they 
pcrfuadcd the aged princefs to nominate for her 
Michaejvi. fucceflbf Michacl the fixth. The furname of 
^ dI^Ios"* Straiioticus declares his military profeflion \ but 
Aognfti*.' the crazy and decrepit veteran could only fee 
with the eyes, and execute with the hands, of 
his minifters, Whilft: he afcended the throne, 
Theodora funk into: the grave ; the laft of the 
Macedonian or Bafilian dynafty. I have haflily 
reviewed, and gladly difmifs, this fharrieful and 
jdeftruQive period of twenty-eightr years, in 
which the Greeks, degraded below the common 
level of fervitude, were transferred like a herd 
of cattle by the choice or caprice of two impo- 
tent female?, \ 
ir«tc I. From this night of flavery, a ray of freedom, 
a!d??o77, ^^ a^ *^^^ of fpirit, begins to emerge : the Greeks 
'Auguft3i. either preferved or revived the ufe of furnames, 
which perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue ; 

aii4 



v-^nn^ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 6$ 

and we now difcern the rife, fuccellion, and al- C H A P. 
liances of the laft dynafties of Conftantinople and ^^^;^^ 
Trebizond. The Comnenij who upheld for a '^^^'^'^'^^ 
while the fate of the (inking empire, aflumed the 
honour of a Roman origin : but the family had 
been long fmce tranfported from Italy to Aiia. 
Their patrimonial edate was fituate in the dif* 
trid of Gaftamona. in the neighbourhood of the 
Euxine ; and one of their chiefs,' who had already 
entered the paths of ambition, revifited with at* 
feSion, perhaps with regret, the modeft though 
honourable dwelling of his fathers. The firft 
of their line was the illuftrious Manuel, who, in 
the reign of the fecond Bafil, contributed by war 
and treaty to appeafe the troubles of the Eaft : 
he left in a tender age, two fbos, Ifaac and John, 
whom, with the confcioufnefs of defert, he be- 
queathed to the gratitude and favour of his 
fovereign. The noble youths were carefully 
trained in the learning of the monaftery, the arts 
of the palace, and the exercifes of the catnp : 
and from the domeftic fervice of. the guards, 
they were rapidly promoted to the command of 
provinces and armies. Their fraternal union 
doubled the force and reputation of the Comne- 
ni, and their ancient nobility was illuftrated by 
the marriage of the two brothers, with a captive 
princefs of Bulgaria, and the daughter of a pa« 
trician, who had obtained the name of Charon 
from the number of enemies whom he had fent 
to the infernal fhadesJ The foldiers had ferved 
with reludant loyalty a feries of effeminate maf- 
ters ; the elevation of Michael the fixth was a 
perfonal infult to the more deferving generals \ 
and their difcontent was inflamed by the parfi- 
mony of the emperor and the infolence of the 
eunuchs. They fecretly affembled in the fanduary 
of St. Sophia, and the votes of the military fynod 
would have been unanimous in favour of the old 
Vox-. IX. F anci 
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C H A i>.ah(! VaKant Catacalon, if the patriotifm 6r rHk^ 
XLVni.^jgfly.Qf the veteran had not fiiggcftcd the im- 
portance of tirth as well as merit in the choiee 
;bf a fovereign. ifaac Comnehos Was approved 
by general cbnfent, and the aflbciates fqparated 
without delay to meet in the plains of Phrygia 
at the head of their refpedive fqaadrons and de* 
tachments. The caufe of Michael was defended 
in a fingle battle by the mercenaries of the Im- 
perial guard, who were aliens to the pubUc in- 
tereft, and animated only by a principle of honour 
and gratitude. After their defeat, the fears of 
the emperor folicited a treaty, which was almoft 
accepted by the moderation of the Comnenian. 
But the former was betrayed by his ambafladors, 
and the latter was prevented by his friends. The 
folitary Michael fubmitted to the voice of the 
beople ; the patriarch annulled their oath of al- 
legiance ; and as he fliaved the head of •the royal 
monk, congratulated his beneficial exchange of 
temporal royalty for the kingdom -of heaven : an 
exchange, however, which the prieft, on his own 
account, wbuld probably have declined. By the 
hands of the fame patriarch, Ifaac Comnenus 
Was folemnly crowned : the fword which he in- 
fcribed on his coins, might 'be an offehfive fym- 
bol, if it impKed his title by conqueft ; but this 
fword would have been drawn agamft the foreign 
and dofrieftic endmies of the ftate. The decline 
of his health and vigour fufpended the operation 
of aftive -virtue ; and the profpeft of approaching 
death determined him to interpofe fome moments 
between life and eternity. But inffead of leav- 
ing the empire as the Aiarriage portion of his 
daughter, his reafon and inclination concurred 
in the preference of his brother John, a foldier, 
a patriot, aftd the father of five foiis, the future 
pillars of an hereditary fucceffion. His firft mo- 
deft reJuftince might be-the natural diftates of 
- difcretion and tendernefs, but his obftinate and 

fuccefsful. 
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fucce&fiil perfeverance^ however it may da2zle c H A V. 
vFith the mew of Tirtue, muft be cenfured as a ^^LVin. 
crindBal defertion of his duty, and a rare offence 
againft hit ^inily and country* The purple 
wbkh he had refufed was accepted by Conftan« 
tine Ducas, a friend of the Comnenian houfe, 
amd whafe noble birth was adorned with the ex- 
perience and reputation of civil policy. In the 
monadic habit, Ifa'ac recovered his health, and 
furvived two years his voluntary abdication. At 
the command of his abbot, he obferved the rule 
of St. Bafil, and executed the mod fervile offices 
of the convent : but his latent vanity was gratified 
by the frequent and refpedful vifits of the reign- 
ing monarch, who revered in his perfon the cha- 
rafter of a benefador and a faint. 

If Conitantine the eleventh were indeed the conftimine 
fubje£l mod worthy of empire, we muft pity the a b. 10^9! 
debafement of the age and nation in which he ^^ **• 
was chofen. In the labour of puerile declama- 
tions he fought, without obtaining, the crown 
of eloquence, more precious in his opinion, than 
that of Rome ; and, in the fubordinate fun&ions 
of a judge, he forgot the duties of a fovereign 
and a warrior. Far from imitating the patriotic 
indifference of the authors of his greatnefs, 
Ducas was anxious only to fecure, at the ex- ^ 
pence of the republic, the power and profperity 
of his children. His three fons, Michael the 
feventh, Andronicus the firft, and Conftantine 
the twelfth^ were invefted, in a tender age, with 
the equal title of Auguftus ; and the fucceffion 
was fpeedily opened by their father's death. His 
widow, Eudocia, was entrufted with the admi- »«<'«:'■> 
niftratioii; but experience;had taught the jealoufy ^t^' '^^' 
of tte dying monarch to proteft his fons from 
the danger of her fecond nuptials ; and her fo- 
lemn engagement^ attefted by the principal fe- 
oators, was dq>olited in the hands of the patri- 
F a arch. 
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CHAP, arch. Before the end of feven months, the 
^^jl^j|[j wants of Eudocia, or thofe of the (late, called 
aloud for the male virtues of a foldier; and her 
heart had already chofen Romanus Diogenes, 
whom (he raifed from the fcaffold to the throne. 
Thedifcovery of a treafonable attempthad expofed 
him to the feverity of the laws : his beauty and 
valour abfolved him in the ey?s of the emprefs ; 
and Romanus, from a mild exile, was recalled 
on the fecond day to the command of the Oriental 
armies. Her royal choice was yet unknown to 
the -public ; and the promife which would have 
betrayed her falfehood and levity, was ftolen by 
a dextrous emiffary from the ambition of the pa- 
triarch. Xiphilin at firft alledged the fanftity of 
oaths and the facred nature of a truft ; but a 
whifper, that his brother was the future emperor, 
relaxed his fcruples, and forced him to confefs 
ftiat the public fafety was the fupreme law. He 
refigned the important paper; and when his 
hopes were confounded by the nomination of 
Romanus Romanus, he could no longer regain his fecurity, 
nes^A? D. rctraft his declarations, nor oppofe the fecond 
106*7, Au- nuptials of the emprefs. Yet a murmut was 
^"^' heard in the palace; and the Barbarian guards 

had raifed their battle-axes in the caufe of the 
houfe of Ducas, till the young princes were 
foothed by the tears of their mother and the fo- 
lemn aflfurances of the fidelity of their guardian, 
who filled the Imperial ftation with dignity and 
honour. Hereafter I (hall relate his valiant, but 
unfuccefsful, efforts to refift the progrefs of the 
Turks. His defeat and captivity inflifted a dead- 
ly wound on the Byzantine monarchy of the 
Eaft ; and after he was releafed from the chains 
of the fultan, he vainly fought his wife and his 
fubjefts. His wife had been thruft into a mo- 
naftery, and the fubjefts of Romanus had em- 
braced the rigid maxim of the civil law, that a 

prifoner 

2 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 69 

prifoner m the hands of the enemy is deprived, CHAP, 
as by the .ftroke of death, of all the public and ^j^H^j 
private rights of a citizen. In the general con- Mkhaei 
iternation, the Csefar John aflerted the indefeafi-^''- p^'^*" 
ble right of his three nephews : Conftantinople Jfro^I'm l 
fiftened to his voice; and the Turkifh captive ^i1^"''"j5 
was proclaimed 11 the capital, and received 0^071*. Aa-' 
the frontier, as an enemy of the rejiublic. . Ro- ^"'^' 
manus was not more fortunate in domeilic than 
in foreign war : the lofs of two battles compelled 
him to yield, on the affurance of fair and ho-i 
nourable treatment ; but . his enemies were de-i 
void of faith or humanity ; and, after the cruel 
exdn£tion of his light, his wounds were left to 
bleed and corrupt, till in a few days he was re- 
lieved from a ftate of mifery. Under the triple 
rdgn of the houfe of Ducas, the two yojinger 
brothers were reduced to the vain honours of 
the purple ; but the eldeft, the pufiUanimous 
Michael, was incapable of fuftaining the Roman 
fceptre ; and his fumame of Farapinaces denotes 
the reproach which he fhared with an avaricious 
favourite, who enhanced the price, and dimi- 
ni(hed the meafure of wheat. In the fchool of 
Pfellus, sind after the example of his mother, the 
fon of Eudocia made fome proficiency ia philo- 
fophy and rhetoric; biit his charafter was de- 
graded, rather than ennobled, by the virtues of 
a monk and the learning of a fophift. Strong in 
the contempt of their fbvereign and their own 
efteem, two generals, at the head of the European 
and Afiaticlegions, affumcd the purple at Adria- 
nople and Nice. Their revolt was in the fame 
month ; they bore the fame name of Nicephorus ; 
but the two candidates were diftinguifhed by the 
fumames'of Bryennius and Botaniates ; the for- 
mer in the maturity of wifdom and courage, the 
latter confpicuous only by the memory of his 
psdl q?cploits» While Botaniates advanced with 

cautious 
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CHAP, caixdbus and dilatory fteps^ hu z&bfc compeAta 
^^^^}]^^ itood in anw before die gates of Conftanti- 
nople. the name of Bryennius was iihiftrious ; 
his caufe was popular ; but his licentious troops 
could not be reftrained irom baming and pit- 
h^ging a fuburb ; and the people, who would 
have hailed the rebel, rqeded and repuUed the 
incendiary of his country* This change of dhe 
public opinion was favound>le to fiotaniates, who 
at length, with an army of Turks, approached 
the fliores of Chalcedon« A formal invitation, 
in the name of the patriardi, the fynod, and 
the fenate, was circubtted throng the ftreets of 
Gonftantinople ; and the general aflembiy, in the 
dome of Si. Sophia, debated, with order and 
calmnefs, on the choice of their ibveretgn. 
The guards of Michael would have difpet^ 
this unarmed multitude ; but the feeble emperor^ 
applauding his own moderadon and demency, 
refigned the enfigns of royalty, and was re- 
warded with the monaitic habk, and the title of 
archbiihop of Ephefus. He lfi£t a fon, a Coa* 
ftantine, born and educated in the purple ; aal 
a daughter of the boufe of Bucas illuftrated the 
blood, asid confirmed die fucoeffion, of the 
Comnenian dynafty. 
r::ccphofttt j^^^ Comnenus, the brother of the emperor 
Botiniates, Ifaac, furvivcd in peace and dignity his gene- 
C/a?ch'a7*''^^* refufal o( the fceptre. By his wife Arnie;, 
a woman of mafculine ^irit and policy, he left 
eight children: the three daughters multiplied 
the Comnenian alliances with me nobleft of tfa^ 
Greeks : of the five foas, iV anuel was ilo^>f;4 
by a premature death; liaac and Alexius re* 
I itored the Imperial greatnels of their houfe^ 

which was enjoyed . without toil or danger^ by 
the two younger brethren, Adtdan and Nice- 
phorus. Alexius, the third and mod iihiftrious 
of the brothers, was endowed by nature with 

the 
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thc<;hoiceft gifts botji of mind and body : t|icy C H A P. 
were cultivated by a liberal education, and exer- ^^^^}^ 
cifed in the fchool of obedienceand adverfity. ' * 
The youth was difmiffed from the perils of the 
Turlulh war, by the paternal care of the em* 
p^ror Romanus ; but the mother of th^ Com- 
neni, with her afpiring race, was accufed of 
tr^fon, and baniihed, by the ibns of Ducas, 
to an ifland in the Propontis. The two bjothcrs 
foon emerged into favour and adion, fought by 
each other's fide againft the rebels and ]3ar« 
barians, and adhered to the emperor MichaeL 
till he was deferted by the world and by himfelh 
In his firft interview with Botahiates, " Prinqe^'* 
faid Alexius^ with a noble franknefs, *' my 
" duty rendered me your enemy ; the decrees 
" of God and of the people have made me ypur 
" fubjeft. Judge of my future loyalty, by my 
" pjift oppofition/* Tne fucceffor of Michael 
entertained him with efteem and .confidence: 
his valour W2^ employed againft three rebels, 
who diflurbed the peace or the empire, or at 
leaft of the emperors. XJrfel, Bryennius, and 
Bafilacius, were formidable by their numerous 
forces and military fam^ ; they irere fucceflivdy 
vanquiflied in x\it fiipjd) ^nd led in chains to the 
i^ot of j^« throne 5 and whatev/»r treatment 
they )|i|ght receive from a timid and cruel court, 
ihjey applauded the .cljemenry, as well as ther 
courage, pf th^ir cpMueror* But the loyalty 
pf the Compeni was ^>on tainted by fear ana 
fufpidpnj nor is it cqify to fettle between a fub.» 
jeft and ^ defpot, the debt of gratitude, which 
the {prmer is tempted to claim by a revolt, and 
the ^ttq* to difcharge by an executioner. The 
refafal of Alexius to march againft ^ a fourth 
rebel, the hufib^nd of hi$ fifter, deftroyed the 
inerit or memory of his paft fervices : the fef 
Yoyrites of Potanij^tes proyoH^d the ambition 

which' 
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CHAP, which they apprehended and accufed ; and the 
XI^^I^ retreat of the two brothers might be juftified 
by the defence of their life or liberty. The 
women of the family were depofited in a fanc- 
tuary, refpefted by tyrants : the men mounted 
on horfeback, fallied from the city, and erefted 
the ftandard of civil war. The foldiers, who 
had been gradually aifembled in the capital and 
the neighbourhood, were devoted to the caufe 
of a viftorious and injured leader : the ties of 
common intereft and domeftic alliance fecured 
the attachment of the houfe of Ducas ; and the 
generous difpute of the Comneni was termi- 
nated by the decifive refolution of Ifaac, who 
, was the firft to inveft his younger brother with 
the name and enfigns of royalty. They returned 
to Conftantinople, to threaten rather than be- 
fiege that impregnable fortrefs ; but the fidelity 
of the guards was corrupted ; a gate was fur- 
prifed ; and the fleet was occupied by the aftive 
courage of George Palaeologus, who fought 
againu his father, without forefeeing that he la- 
boured for his pofterity. Alexius afcended the 
throne j and his aged competitor difappeared in 
a monaftery. An army of various nations was 
gratified with the pillage 6f the city ; but the 
public difbrders were expiated by the tears and 
£ei(Is of the Cbmneiii, who fubmitted to every, 
penance compatible with the pofleffion of the 
empire. 
Aienmt I. Xhe life of the emperor Alexius has been de- 
A jTTo^sI, lineated by a favourite daughter, who was in- 
April I. fpired by a tender regard for his perfon and 
a laudable zeal to perpetuate his virtues. Con- 
fcious of the juft fufpicion of her readers, the 
princefs Anne Comnena repeatedly protefts, 
that, befides her perfonal knowledge, fhe had 
fearched the difcourfe and writings of the 
mod refpeftablc veterans : that after an inter- 
val 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 73^ 

val of thirty years, forgotten by, and forgct-CHAP. 
ful of, the world, her mournful folitude was in- ^}^}^\ 
acceffible to hope and fear ; and that truth, 
the naked perfe£): truth, was more dear and 
facred than the memory of her parent. Yet 
iiiflead of the fimplicity of ftyle and narrative 
which wins our belief, an elaborate aflfeftation 
of rhetoric and fcience, betrays in every page 
the vanity of the' female author. The genuine 
charafter of Alexius is loft in a vague con- 
ftellation of virtues; and the perpetual ftrain 
of panegyric and apology, awakens our jea- 
loufy, to queftion the veracity of the hiftorian 
and the merit of the hero. We cannot how- 
ever refufe her judicious and imponant remark, 
that the diforders of 4he times were the mis- 
fortune and the glory of Alexius ; and that 
every calamity which can afflict a declining em- 
pire was accumulated on his reign by the juftice 
of Heaven and the vices of his predeceiTors. 
In the Eaft, the vidorious Turks had fpread, 
from Perfia to the Hellefpont, the reign of the 
Koran and the Crefcent: the Weft was in- 
vaded by the adventurous valour of the Nor- 
mans ; and, in the moments of peace, the Da- 
nube poured forth new fwarms, who had gained, 
in the fcience of war, what they had loft in the 
ferocioufnefs * of manners. The fea was not 
lefs hoftile than the land ; and while the fron- 
tiers were aflaulted by an open enemy, the 
palace was diftrafted with fecret treafon and 
confpiracy. On a fudden, the banner of the 
Crofs was difplayed by the Latins : Europe was 
precipitated on Afia ; and Conftantinople had 
almoft been fwcpt away by this impetuous de- 
luge. In the tempeft Alexius fteered the Im- 
perial veffel with dexterity and courage. At 
the head of his armies, he was bold in adion, 
ftilful in ftratagem, patient of fatigue, ready 

to 
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C H A P ta tmproi^ his advs^^ts^i^s, 9Je4 i^i^ffg ffQVf^ 
i^^i!^'i ^^ 4^featft wkh inexhauftible vigQuiv Til^c 4if» 
cipUne of the camp iras revivcdA ao4 ^ n^W^ 
gen^eratiion of men an4 foldi^rs vfm iCD^;ftQc^by. 
the example and the precept^ o( th^x Ies|4fir« 
In hU mt^rcoi^irfe \fnth the Latins^ Atf xi^s^ was 
pi^nt and artful : his. 4^^^i^ipg ^^ p&^v^A^A 
ths Qiew fyftem of a^ uniu^iimn ^9rl4 i ^^ \ 
Ihall hereafter defcrih© ^ ftjpcffioT policy ^ritb 
which h^ balanced the \^tev^^l& a^^d fiafl^^^ pJF 
thQ champion^ of the firi^ cruffui^. la % }Qng 
reign pf thkty-ff^yen ¥e^s, 1|^ :fu]p4\M^d and 
p{ir4oi>e4 the eavy of hi$ equals : the law& of 
publii^ and private ord^r were reftosed : the arts 
of wealth ^und fcience were ^i4t^vated : thf li< 
mH9 of the entire w^re egl^^ged in Euxof» ajid 
4fia; and th^ Comnepia^ fceptre was tiraafr 
mitted to hifi childrfSi of the tij^r^ aff4 ft>V?A 
giw^eratioii. Yet th^ diffi(:\ittiep oi ^e ^i^^ 
betrayed foi^e defers in his chara^erj ^4 
have expgjed hi^ ni^ip^y to (oim ]S^ or ^u^ 
g^erpua reproach. T^P reader m^J fiP^^ly 
fmjJe at the Javiih praifp which \i^ 4ang|U€x 
fo often beftow^ on a flying hero: t^we^k^ 
ni^s or prvidrace of his fituation might be mif- 
taken for a want of p^fonal comrag^ j and hi$ 
political arts ar^ brand^ by t\^ h^tlns with 
the names of deceit and diflimulatioQ. The in-^ 
creafe of the male and female brapdbe? of hh 
family adorned the thrpne and fec^r^ the 
fuceeffion ; hut their prmcely Jv^xufy acjd pride 
offended th^ patriciai^^, exhaufted t^p reve* 
nu^j ai>d infuked the mifery pf th^ ^ople* 
Anna is a faithful witnefs that hU happi|^efs was^ 
dfsilrpyjsd, and hi^ health wa^ broken, by the 
cares of a ppbl^c life ; the pati^oe of Coa- 
fta^tiooj^e was fatigued by the length and fe? 
verity of his reign; and before Alexius ex- 
pired,, he had loft the iove and r^vf reuice of hi^^ 

fubjefts. 
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Xubjeds* The clergy could not forgive hi$ ap- ^ ^ ^ ^• 
pticatiimof the facred riches to the defence ^^v^^XIIIj 
the ftaie ; but they applauded his theological 
learei&g and^ard^t z.eai for the orthodox faitjbj» 
ivbi^ Jbe defeuded with his toogue, his pen» and 
bis fword* Hi3 character was degraded by the. 
fi^ierftitioQ of the Greeks ; and the Ume inr 
coi^ftent principle of hutnan nature enjoin^ 
the emperor to found an hofpital for the poor 
and infira^ and to dh*a£t the exexrution of aa 
heretic, who was burnt alive in the fquare of 
St. Bofi^ Even the fmcerity of his moral 
and religious virtues was fuipefted by the peffons 
who had paifed their lives in his fJEimiliar conft^ 
dence. In his laft hours, when he iwas preifed 
by his wife Irene to alter the fucceffion, he rai&d 
Jbis head^ and breathed a pious ejaculation on 
idle vanity of tfab world. The indignant rcf^Jy 
v£ ^K einprds may be inscribed as an epitaph on 
Jus lomb, " You die, as you haw Uved-i-A«r 

ht -was the Tvifli of Irene to fupplant the ddeft J^^tr., ©rCi. 

of her forviving fons. in £ivour of her dau^ a/d m «!' 

icr the pnnce& Anne, who£s philofoj^ Auguft is. 

womld. not have refufed the weight of a dia- 

dezD. But the order of male fuccefEon was af- 

ierted by the fiiends of their country ; the iaw^ 

Sul heir drew the iroyal fignet from the finger 

of his in&nfible or confcious father, and the 

empire obeyed the mailer of the palace. Anna 

Comnena was ftimulated by ambition and re<r 

veoge to confpire againfi the life of her brother, 

•and when the deiign was prevented by the fear^i; 

-or dcruples of her Imiband, (lie pafTicmately ex- 

idlaisaed, that nature had miftaken the two 

JGexes^ and had eadowed Bryennius with the 

-foul of .a woman. The two fons of Alexius, 

|ofan and Ifaac^ maintained the fraternal con- 

x<xrd, the hereditary virtue of tlieir race ; 

asid the younger ' brother was content 

with 
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CHAP, with the title of Sebajloerator^ which ap- 
^^^^' proached the dignity, without fharing the 
power, of the emperor. In the fame perfon^ 
the claims of primogeniture and merit were for- 
tunately united ; his fwarthy complexion, harih 
features, and diminutive ftature, had fuggefled 
the ironical fumame of Calo-Johannes, or John 
the Handfome, which his grateful fubjeds more 
feriouily applied to the beauties of his mind. 
After the difcovery of her treafon, the life and 
fortune of Anne were juftly forfeited to the 
laws. Her life Was fpared by the clemency of 
the emperor, but he vifited the pomp and trea- 
fures of her palace, and beftowed the rich con- 
iifcation on the moll deferring of his friends. 
That refpeftable friend, Axuch, a flave of 
Turkiih extraction, prefumed to decline the gift, 
and to intercede for the criminal: his gene* 
rous mailer applauded and imitated the virtue 
of his favourite, and the reproach or complaint 
of an injured brother was the only chaflifememt 
of the guilty princefs. After this example 
of clemency, the remainder of his reign was 
never difturbed by confpiracy or rebellion : 
feared by his nobles, beloved by his people, 
John was never reduced to the painful neceffity 
of punifliing, or even of pardoning, his perfonsd 
enemies. During his government of twenty- 
five years, the penalty ot -death was abolifhed in 
-the Roman empire, a law of inercy moll de- 
lightful to the humane theorift, but of which 
the praftice, in a large and vicious community, 
is feldom confiftent with the public fafety. Se- 
vere to himfelf, indulgent to others, challe, fru- 
gal, abftemious, the philofopbic Marcus would 
not h?ive difdained the artlefs virtues of his fuc- 
ceffor, derived from his heart, and not bor- 
rowed from the fchools. He defpifed and mo- 
derated the ftately magnificence of the Byzan- 
tine court, fo oppreflive to the people, io con- 
temptibly 
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temptible to the eye of reafon. Under fuchCHAP. 
a prince, innocence had nothing to fear, and ,^^^i^^', 
merit had every thing to hope ; and without af- ^^'~^ 
fuming the tyrannic office of a cenfor, he in- 
troduced a gradual though vifible reformation in 
the public and private manners of Conftanti«> 
nople. The only defed of this dccompliihed 
charader, was the frailty of noble minds, the 
love of arms and military glory. Yiet the fre- 
quent expeditions of John the Handfome may 
be juftified, at leaft in their principle, ^by the 
neceffity of repelling the Turks from the Hellef- 
pont and the Bofphorus. The fultan of Iconium 
was confined to his capital, the Barbarians were 
driven to the mountains, and the maritime pro- 
vinces of Afia enjoyed the tranfient bleffings of 
their deliverance* From Conftantinople to An^ 
tioch and Aleppo, he repeatedly marched at the 
head of a victorious army, and in the fieges 
and battles of this holy war, his Latin allies 
were aftoniihed by the fuperior fpirit and prowefs 
of a Greek. As he began to indulge the am^ 
bitious hope of reftoring the ancient limits of 
Ae empire,, as he revolved in his mind, the 
Euphrates and Tigrk, the dominion of Syria, 
and the conqueft of Jerufalem, the thread of 
his life and of the public felicity was broken by a 
lingular accident. He hunted the wild boar in 
the valley of Anazarbus, and had fixed his javelin 
in the body of the furious animal : but in the 
ftruggle, a poifoned arrow dropt from his quiver, 
and a flight wound in his hand, which produced 
a mortification, was fatal to the beft and, greateft 
of the Comnenian princes. 

A premature death had fwept away the two *||^*"«*^^^ 
eldcft fons of John the Handfome ; of the two Apni i!^ 
furvivors, Ifaac and Manuel, his judgment or 
afFe<flion preferred the younger ; and the choice 
of their dying prince was ratified by the fojdiers 

who 
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C H A F. who had applauded the valour of his favourtte 
XLVHI in jhe Turktfli war. The faithful Axuch haf- 
tcncd to the capital, fecured tht pcrfon of Ifaac 
in honourable confinement, and purchafcd with 
a gift of two hundred pounds of fiiver, the lead- 
ing ecclefiaftics of St. Sophia, who pofleiTfd a de^ 
cifive voice in the confecration of an emperor. 
With his veteran and afFedionate troops, Manuel 
foon vifited Conftantinople } his brother acqui- 
efced in the title of Sebaftocrator ; his fubjc^s 
admired the lofty ftatore and martial graces of 
their new fovercign, and lidened with credulity 
to the flattering promife, that he blende the 
wifdom o^ age with the adtivity and vigour of 
youth. By the experience of his government, 
they were taught that he emulated the fpirit, and 
ihared the talents', of his father, whofe fo<!ial 
virtues were buried in the grave. A reign of 
thirty-feven years is filled by a perpetual though 
various warfarjj againft the Turks, the Chrif- 
tians, and the hords of the wildernefs beyond 
the Danube. The arms of Manuel were ex* 
crcifed on mount Taurus, in the plains of Hun- 
gary, on the coaft of Italy and Egypt, and on 
the fcas of Sicily and Greece : titeinflucnce or 
his negociations extended from Jerufalem to 
Rome and Ruifia ; and the Byzantine monarchy, 
for a while, became an objc£l of refpcd of 
terror to the powers of Afia and Etirope. Edu- 
cated in the filk and purple of the Eaft^ Manuel 
poffeflcd the iron temper of a foldier, which can- 
not cafily be paralleled, except in the lives of 
Richard the fir ft of England, and of Charles the 
twelfth of Sweden. Such was bis ftrcngth and 
cxercifc in arms, that Raymond, furnamed the 
Hercules of Antioch, was incapable of wielding 
the lance and buckler of the Greek emperor. 
In a famous tournament, he entered the lifts on 
a fiery courfer, and overturned in his firft career 
X two 
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two of the ftoutcft of the Italian knights. The CHAP, 
firft in the charge, the laft in the retreat, his ?^^^j^^ 
friends and his enemies alike trembled, the for- 
mer for bis fafcty, and the latter for their own. 
After polling an ambufcade in a wood, he rode 
forwards in fearch of fome perilous adventure, 
accompanied only by his brother .and the faith- 
ful Axuch, who, refufed to dcfcrt their fovereign. 
Eighteen horfemen,* after a (hort combat, fled 
before them : but the numbers of the enemy 
encreafed ; the march of the reirjforccment was 
tardy and fearful, and Manuel, without receiv- 
ing a Wound, cut his way through a iquadron of 
five hundred Turks. In a battle againft the 
Hungarians, impatient of the flownefs of his 
troops, he {hatched a ftandard from the head of 
the column, and was the firft, almoft alone, 
who pafled a bridge that feparated him from the 
enemy. In the fame country, ^fter tranfporting 
his army beyond the Save, he fent back the 
boats, with an order, under pain of death, to 
""their commander, that he (hould leave him to 
conqoefr 6x die on that hoftile land. In the 
fiege of Corfu, towing after him a captive gal- 
ley, the emperor ftood aloft on the poop, oppo- 
iing againft the vollies of darts and ftoncs, a 
large buckler and a flowing fail, nor could he 
have efcaped inevitable death, had not the Sicilian 
admiral enjoined his archers' to refped the perfon 
of an hero. In one day, he is faid to have 
flain above forty of the Barbarians with his*own 
hand ; he returned to the camp, dragging along 
four Turkifli priforiers, whom he had tied to the 
riiigs of his faddle : he was ever the foremoft to 
provoke or to accept a fingle combat ; and the 
'gigantic champions, who encountered his arm. 
Were trahfpicrced by the lance, or cut afunder 
by the fword, of the invincible Manuel. The 
ftory of his Orploits, which appear as a idodei 

or 
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C HLAi*. or a copy of the romances of chivalry, may in- 
^XLVH1 > jucc a rcafonable fufpicion of the- veracity of 
the Greeks: I will not, to vindicaie their credit, 
endanger my own ; yet I may obfervc, that in 
the long feries of their annals, Manuel is the 
only prince who has been the fubjed of iimilar 
exaggeration.. With the valour of a foldier, he 
did not unite the ikill or prudence of a general :' 
bis vidories were not produftive of any perma- 
nent or ufeful conqueft ; and his Turkifli laurels 
were blafted in his lad unfortunate campaign, 
in which he loft his army in the mountains of 
Pifidia, and owed his deliverance to the genero-. 
fity of the fultan. But the moft Angular feature 
in the charafter of Manuel, is the contraft and 
viciiTitude of labour and floth, of hardinefs and 
effeminacy. In war he fcemcd ignorant pf 
peace, in peace he appeared incapable of war. 
In the field he flept in the fun or in the fnow, 
tired in the longeft marches the (Irength of his 
men and horfes, and (bared with a fmile the ab- 
flinence or diet of the canip. No fooner did be 
return to Conftantinople, than he refigned him- 
felf to the arts and pleafures of a life of luxury : 
the expence of his drefs, his table, and bis 
palace, furpaffed the meafure of his predeceifors, 
^nd whole fummer days were idly wafted in the 
delicious ides of the Propontis, in the^inceftuous 
love of his niece Theodora. The double coft 
of a warlike and diffolute prince, exhaufted the 
revenue, and multiplied the taxes ; and Manuel, 
in the diftrefs of his laft Turkilh camp, endured 
'a bitter reproach from the mouth of a defperate 
ibldier. As he quenched his thirft, he complained 
that the water of a fountain was mingled with 
Chriftian blood. ", It is not the firft time," ex- 
claimed a voice from the crowd, '* that you 
** have drank, O emperor, the blood of your 
^^ Chriftian fubjedts.'* Manuel Comnenus was 

twice 
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twice married, to the virtuous Bertha or Irene of C H A P, 
Germany, and to the beauteous Maria, a French ^^ ^]}^\ 
or Latin princefs of Antioch. The only daugh- 
ter of his firft wife was deftined for Bela an 
Hungarian prince, who was educated at Con- 
ftantinople under the name of Alexius: and the 
confummation of their nuptials might have tranf- 
ferred the Roman fccptre to a race of free and 
warlike Barbarians. But as foon as Maria oF 
Antioch had given a fon and heir to the empire, 
the prefumptive rights of Bela were abolilhed, 
and he was deprived of his promifed bride ; but 
the Hungarian prince rcfumed his name and the 
kingdom of his fathers, and difplayed fuch vir- 
tues as might excite the regret and envy of the 
Greeks. The fon of Maria was named Alexius; 
and at the age of ten years, he afcended (he 
Byzantine throne, after his father's deceafe had 
clofed the glories of the Comncnian line. 

The fraternal concord* of the two fens ofAicxiusii. 
the great Alexius, had been fomctimes c^oud- ^^; *^^^' 
ed by an oppofttion of intereft and paffion.ch»Maer 
By ambition, Ifaac the Scbaftocrator was ex- *"^,IireR^^^^^ 
cited to flight and rebellion, from whence he a idronicus. 
was reclaimed by the firmncfs and clemency 
of John the Handfome. The errors of ifaac, 
the father of the emperors of Trebizond, were 
(ho t and venial ; but John, the elder of his 
fons, renounced for ever his religion. Provoked 
by a real or imaginary infult of his uncle, he 
efcaped from the Roman to the Turkifli camp : 
bis apbftacy was rewarded with the Sultan's 
daughter, the title of Chelebi, or noble, and 
the inheritance of a princely eftate ; and the 
fifteenth century, Mahomet the fecond boaftcd 
of his Imperial defcent from the Comnenian fa- 
mily. Andronicus, younger brother of John, 
fon of Ifaac, and grandfon of Alexius Comnenus, 
is one of the moft confpicuous charafters of the 
age ; and his genuine adventures might form the 

Vol. IX. G fabjea 
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CHAP, fubjcft of a very fingular romance. To jnftify 
^ ^}^' f ^^^ choice of three ladies of royal birth, it is 
incumbent on me to obferve, that their fortun^tip 
lover was cad in the bed proportions of ftrength 
and beauty; and that the want of the fofcer 
graces was fupplied by a manly countenance, a 
lofty ftature, athletic mufcles, and the air and 
deportment of a foldicr* The prcfcrvation, in 
his old age, of health and vigour, was the re* 
ward of temperance and exercife. A piece of 
bread and a draught of water was often hi3 fole 
and evening repaft ; and if he tailed of a wild 
boar, or a Hag, which he had roafted with bis 
own hands, it was the wellrcarned fruit of a U- 
borious chace. Dextrous in arms, he was ig* 
norant of fear: his perfuafive eloquence could 
bend to every fit nation and charad:er of life : bis 
(lyle, though not his practice, was faihioned by 
the example of St. Paul ; and in every deed of 
mifchief, he had a heart to refolve, a head to 
contrive, and a hand to execute. In his youth, 
after the death of the emperor John, he followed 
the retreat of the Roman army ; but, in the 
march through Afia Minor, defign or accident 
tempted him to wander in the mountains ;. the 
hunter was encompaffed by the Turkifli hutitf- 
men, and he remained fome tim^ a relu^ant or 
willing captive in the power of the fultan. His 
virtues and vices recommended him to the favour 
of his coufin : he feared the perils and the plea- 
furesof Manuel; and while the enipcror lived in 
public inceft with his niece Theodora, the aiFec*- 
tions of her fitter Eudocia were fcduccd and en- 
joyed by Andronicus. Above the decencies of 
her fex and rank, (he gloried in the name of hi$ 
concubine ; and both the palace and the camp 
could witncfs that ihe ilept, or watched, in the 
arms of her lover. She accompanied him to 
his military command of Cilicia, the firft fcene 

of 
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9( bia vaJbw and impradcQce. He prcfled, w4th CHAP, 
a^be ardonri, the fiege of Mapfoeftia: the day ^^f^^J^^ 
was ecoplayed ki the boldeft attacks ; but the 
nigbt. was wafted in fongand dance i and a band 
of G/vekxosDQdiaos fioriaed tiic cboiccft part of 
his retinue; Andronicus was furprifed by the 
fsUy of. a. vigilant foe^ buti while his troops fled 
iadiibrder, his inyincible lance traufpierced th^ 
thicks fan^s of the Arraienians. On his re- 
turato thelinpcrial camp \n Macedonia, he wi|s ^ 
received by Manuel with public fmiles and a 
private reproof; but the dutchies of Naiflus, 
Branifeba, and Caftoria». were the reward or 
ooniblation of the unfuqcefsfpl general. Eudoda 
ilill attended his motions : at midnight, their teiH 
was fuddenly attacked by her angry brothers, 
iopatient to expiate her infamy^ in his blood ; 
hk daring fpixit r^fufed her advice, and the 
di%uife of a female habit -, and boldly ftarting 
from his couch, be drew his fword, and cut hi& 
way through the numerous aifaffins. It was here 
that be firit betrayed his ingratitude and treach- 
ery ; he engaged in a treaibaable correfpondence 
with the king of Hungary and the German em- 
peror : approached the royal tent at a fufpicious 
hour, with a drawu fword, and, ujider the maik 
of a Latin foldier, avowed an intention of re* 
venge againft a mortal, foe; and imprudently 
praifed the 6eetne(s of his borfe, as an inftru* 
mcnt of flight and fafety. The ntonarch diflfem- 
bled his fufpicious ; but after' the ciofe of th^ 
campaign, Andronicus was arrefted and ilri£tly 
confined in a tower of the palace of Conltanti* 
nople. 

In this prifon he was left above twelve ycar^; 
a rooft painful reftratnt, from which the third of 
adion and pleafure perpetually urged him to ef- 
cape. Alone and penfive, he perceived fome 
broken bricks in a corner ^ the chamber, and 
G 2 gradually 
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CHAP. graduaUy widened the -paflkge, till He had ex- 
;^^^r^^- plorcd a dark and forgotten rccefi ; Into this 
hole he conveyed himfeff, and the remains of his 
proxifions, replacing the briclcB in their former 
pofition, and erafing with care t4ie foolftcps of 
his retreat. At the hour of the cuftbmary vifit, 
his guards were amazed by the filericeaSd folitudc 
of the prifon, and reported, with fftamc and 
fciar, his incamprehcnfible flight. ' The gates of 
the palace and city wereinftanily fiiut^:'theftria^ft 
orders were difpatched into the proviftdei, for the 
recovery of the fugitive ; and his wife, on the 
fufpicion of a pious aft, was bafely imprifoncd 
in the fame tower. At the dead of night, (he 
beheld a fpeftrc : (he recognized her hufband: 
they fliared their provifions ; and a fen was the 
fruit of thefe Helen interviews, which alleviated 
the tedioufriefs of th^ir confinement. In the 
cuffody of a womanj the vigilance of the keep- 
ers was infenfibly relaxed ; and the captive had 
a:ccompli{hcd his real ^fcapc, whert he was dif- 
eovered, brought- back to iConftantinople, and 
loaded with a double chain. At length he found 
the moment, and the Fneans,/of his deliverance. 
A boiy, his domcftic fcrvant, intoxicated the 
guards, and dbiaincd in wax the impreflion of 
the keys. By the diligence of his friends, a fi- 
milar key, with- a- t)undle of ropes, was intro- 
duced into the prifon, in the bottom of a hogf- 
hcad; Andronicus employed, with induftry and 
courage, the inflfrumcnis of his fafety, unlocked 
the doors, defccrided from the tower, concealed 
himfelf all day among the bufhes, and fcaled in 
the night the garden-wall of the palace. A boat 
was (lationed for hh reception : he vifited his 
•ownhoufe, embraced his children^, caftaway his 
thaii!, mounted a flefc^t- horfe, land difefted his 
rapid eourfe towards the banks of the Danube. 
At Anchialus in Thrace, an intrepid friend fup- 

plied 
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plied him with, horfes and mpfiey : he pafled the C H A P. 
river, traverfcd with fpeed tbf defert of Molda* ^^^j^^; 
via and the Carpathian: hills, and had alinod 
reached the to\ynof Halicz, in the Polifli Huflia, 
when he was intercepted by. a party of Wala- 
chians, whoTefolved to cosxyty their in)portant 
captive to Conftantinople. Hisiprefence of mind 
again extricated him from thia danger. Under 
the pretence of fickniefs, he difmouQted in the 
night, and was allowed; to (I'ep. ai^dc frpm the 
troop : he planted in the; gropnd his long ft^; 
clothed it with his cap :|nd lapiMsr garment ; and^ 
ftealing.i^to.the wood, lef; fipbantpm to an^ufe, 
for fonie tiirve, the eyes c^f* the ;Walachiaiis<jFroni ; 
Halicz he was honourably cooduded to.Kiow, 
the Tcfidencc of the great : duke : the fubtlc 
Greek, Coon obtained the, ^fi{4e.m aqd coi^fidence 
of leroflaus : his chaifa£ier; could alTqnie tjbie 
manners of every climate ; .and the Bai^b^i^iaiis. 
applauded hi^ftrength'rand^cpurage in.^he cbacc. 
of the elks; fnd bears of t^e fpreft. In this, nor^b* 
cm region he d^ferved the fqrgivenefs of Manuel,, 
who fqliicited'the Ru{&aa|{:^ince to join bis a|rm3 
in the inyaiioOr pif Hungary*. The ,iniluqn(:^<:if 
Andromcus. d^bieyed thU important fervicq V 
his private treaty waf figncd with a,pramiie.^o£ 
fidelity pn,onc fi^c^andx^,. oblivion on theq^h^f j 
and be mar9hed at the head of the Ryifiaii ca^: 
valry, from the Boryfthepcs tp the Danube^. In 
his refentment Manuel. bad ever fympaihiied.wirh 
the nmartVal upd diffolute character of bU qpUfin ; 
and his fr^e pardon was feaLlcd in the afiauit .of 
Zemlin, in cwhicb he was fccond, andfccond 
only, to thei valour of the. emperor. ; ,; 

Nofooncr was the f xile reftored to. free^9i 
and bis country^ than his ambition rey/iVcd^ at 
firft to hisfQWB, and at length to the pjablic mif- 
fortune/ \A dfiughter of Manuel was a^ feeble 
bar tQ,tbe;fucgeffion of -the tnore defer vjjig.ijiales 
' ' ' ' " ^" of 
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C HAP- of the GortiHcriran bIboA: htr future nfitrriagc 
XLVIII. ^j^j^ the prince of Httngaty was repii^niatTit to 
^''''**^^'"**^ the hopes or prejtidices'bfthic princes and nobles. 
Bttt when an oath dP aRegtance wastcqnired to 
the prdTutrtptiye heir,: Atrdromctis aldnc alferted 
the honour of the Rbrttah riJimc, decfihetftbe un- 
lawful engagement, and bbldly protcfted againft 
the adoption of a' ffrangef.' ' His patfibtrffn was 
offenfive to'thfe erirperbr,: imt he (poke the fenti- 
nients of the pcojile, atid-was removed from the 
royrf -prefcnce, b^atl"4idii6urab?C'B?rmfhn3ciit, a* 
feeorid command of the Cilician ffontiir, with 
the abfolutc difpofal of the revenues of Cyprus. 
U this ftation, the Armefthns al^ain excrcifedhis 
coiira^ and expofed !iw negligence; and the 
fame rebeJ, who bafflfcd air hrs operationi^, was 
uhhoried, and almoft ft^ihr by the vigour of his 
lance.^^But Andronlcusr ftjorf dtfcovcred a niorc 
dafy and pleafirtg cohcjueftv the beainirulPhilip- 
paVfifter of thecmprefiMiria, and d'atighfer of 
Raymbifdiof Poitouv the Latlrt prirtde qf Antioch. 
For hiir fake, he dcfertedhis ftation, arid wafted 
the- (hrtimdr in balk^aiid' tournaments : tb his Ibve 
(he facrificed her innocence, her rtputatiph, and 
the offer of an ?rdvantagepus^narriage.' Butthe; 
riefehtmentof Mano-ef for this donicllic affrout, 
ihterrdpted his pleafuresrAndronidus left the 
iudifcreet prindcfs tb weep arid to \ repent; and 
with a^band of dfef^ierate adventurers, undertook 
tftc pilgrimage of J^rufiiicm, His birth, 'his 
martial retiown, and profcffidits of zeaf, aft-- 
iiounccrd him as the champion of^thecrofs: he 
foon ciptivated both the der^y 'and theking ; and 
the Greek prince was invefted with the lordfliip 
bf Berytu^, on the cbaft of Phceriicia. In his 
neighbourhood rcfidfed a ypung and Bandfome 
queen, of- his own nation and family,' great- 
grahd-daughter of the emperor Atexi?, and wi-* 
dow of Baldwin the thfrdi kitig xsf Jerufalem. 

She 
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She vifited and loved her lunfmani Theodora CHAP, 
^aft the third vidtifti of hU amorous (eduAion ; ^^^^\ 
and her fliaqie was more public and Tcandalous 
ehaii^ that of her predeeeflbrs. The emperpr (till 
thirfted f6t revenge; and bis fbbjeds and allies 
of the Syriasi froi^tif r, were repeatedly preflfed 
lofeize the perfon, and ptit out tbe eyes^ of the 
fugitite. Ill PateAine he was no longer fafe i but 
the (ender Theodora remled his dancer and ac-» 
ccHUpanifed his flight. The queen of Jerufatem 
wais expofifd to the Ead, his obfequious concu- 
hmt ; and two illegirimate children were the 
living mdntffxrems ct her weakncfs* Dainafous 
wa^ bfs firft refuge } and hi the charadtcrs of the 
gr^sMf N^oureddiri and his fervaht Sahdin, the fu- 
perftirious^Greek might learn to revere the virtues 
of the Mufulmans. As the friend of Noureddiii 
he vifit^d, mod probably^. Bagdad^ and the 
ceurls of Perfia ; and^ after a long circuit round 
the Cafpian fea and the mountains of Georgia^ 
he finally fettkd among the Turks of Afia Minor^ 
the hereditary enemies, of. his country. The fuU 
tan of Colonta afforded ^ hofpitable retreat ta 
Andronieus, his miftrefs^ and hiaband of out- 
bwa : the debt of giatitudc was paid by frequent 
inroads in the Roman province of Trebiaond; 
and he feldom returned without an ample harveft 
of fpoil and. of Chriftian captives. In the itory 
of bis adventures, he was fond of comparing^ 
bimfelf to David, who efeaped, by a long exile^ 
the finaresof the wicked* . But the royal prophes 
(he prefiimed tosidd) was content to lurk on the 
borders of Judea, to flay an Amalekite, and to 
threaten, in his miferable (late, the life of the 
avaricious NabaL The excurfions of the Com* 
nenian prince had a wider range ; and he had 
fpread over the Eadern world the glory of his 
name and religion* By a fentence of the Greek 
church, the liceotioua rover had beei^ feparated 

from 
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CHAP, from the faithful ; but even this excommunication 
Xi^Vlfl.^ may prove, that he never abjured the profcffion 
of Chriftianiiy. 

His vigilance had eluded or repelled the open 
and fecret perfecution of the emperor ; but he 
was at length enfnared by the captivity of his 
female companion. The governor of Trebizond 
fucceeded in his attempt to furprife the perfon 
of Theodora : the queen of Jerufalem and her 
two children were fent to Conftantinople, and 
their lofs embittered the tedious iblitude of ba- 
nifhment. The fugitive implored and obtained 
a final pardon, with leave fo throw himfelf at 
the feet of his fovcreign, who was fatisfied with 
the fubmiffion of his haughty fpirit. Proftrate 
on the ground, he deplored with tears and groans 
the guilt of his pafl rebellion ; nor would he 
prefume to arife unlefs. fome faithful fubjed 
would drag him to' the foot of the throne, by an 
iron chain with which he had fecretly Jencircled 
his neck. This extraordinary pjeiiance excited 
the wonder and pity of the aflembly ; his fms 
were forgiven by the church and ftate j but the 
jufl fufpicion of Manuel fixed his refidence at a 
diftance from the court, at Oerooie^.a town of 
Pontus, furrounded . with rich vineyards, and 
fituate on the coaft of the Euxine. The death 
of Manuel, and the diforders of the minority, 
foon opened the fairefl field to his ambition. 
The emperor was a boy of twelve or fourteen 
years of age^ without vigour, or wifdom, or ex- 
perience : his mother, the emprefs Mary aban- 
doned her perfon and government to a favourite 
of the Comnenian name ; and his fifter, another 
Mary, whofe hufband, an Italian, was decorated 
with the title of Caefar, excited a confpiracy, 
and at length an ihfurreftion, againfther odious 
ftepmother. The provinces were forgotten, the 
capital was inflames, and a century of peace and 

order 
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order was overthrown in the vice and weaknef^C HAP. 
of a few months. A civil war was kindled in.^^^^^^- 
Conftantinople ; the two fadions fought a bloody 
battle in the fquare of the palace, and the rebels 
fuftained a regular fiege in the cathedral of St. 
Sophia. The patriarch laboured with honeft 
zeal to heal the wounds of the republic, the 
moil refpe&able^patriots. called aloud for a guar- 
dian and avenger, and every tongue repeated 
the praife of the talents and even the virtues of 
Andronicu3. In his retirement, he affeded to. 
revolve the folemn duties of his oath : " If the 
** fafety or honour of the Imperial family be 
** threatened, I will reveal and oppofe the mif- 
^^ chief to the utmoft of my power/' His cor- 
refpondence with the patriarch and patricians, 
was feafoned with apt quotations from the pfalms 
of David and the epiftles of St. PauL; and he 
patiently waited till he was called to her deliver- 
ance by the voice of his country. In his march 
from Oenoe to Conftantinople, his flender train 
infenfibly fwelled to a croud and an army ; his 
profeffions of religion and loyalty were miftaken 
for the language 0/ his heart ; and the (implicity 
of a foreign dr^fs, which fhewed to advantage 
his majeftic ftature, difplayed a lively image of 
his poverty and exile. All oppofition funk be- 
fore him; he reached the ftreights of the Thra- 
cian. Bofphorus ; the Byzantine navy failed from 
the harbour to receive and tranfport the faviour 
of the empire : the torrent was loud and irre- 
fiftible, and the. infefts who had bafked in the 
funlhine of royal favour difappeared at the blaft 
of the ftorm. It was the firft care of Andronicus 
to occupy the palace, to falute the emperor, to 
confine his mother, to punifli her minifter, and 
to reftore the public order and tranquillity. He 
then vifited the fepulchre of Manuel : th€ fpec- 
tators were ordered to ftand aloof, but as he 

bowed 
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bowed in the afidtuck of ynyet^ tlktj ti^rd, or 
thought they heard^ a murmur of triumph and 
revenge. ^' I no longer iOit thefey tof did efie- 
^^ my, who haft driven me a iragabondt^ e^ttf 
" climate of the earth- Thou an fefely dqK^ 
^^ fited under a fevenfold domei, from \riKnce 
^^ thou canft never arife tall the fignal of the laft 
^^ trumpet. It is now my tu;m^ a^d fpeed^ 
^^ will I trample on thy aflieg and thy poft^ity/' 
From his fubfeqoetit tyranny we may impute fiich 
feelings to the man, and the moment : \mt it is 
not extremely prc^bla that be gare an arti<^lat4 
found to his fiscret thoughts. In the firft months 
of his adminiftration, his defigns were veiled by 
a- fair femblanee of hypocrify, whieh could delude 
only the eyes of the multitude : the Coronation 
of Alexius was performed with due IbleiUnity^ 
and his perfidious guardian, holding m his 
hands the body and blood of Chrift, moft fer- 
vently declared, that he lived, and wa^ ready to 
die, for the fervice of hid beloved pupil. But 
his numerous adherents were inftruded to main- 
tain, that the finking empire muft pertifa in the 
bands of a child, that the Romans coi^ld only 
be fared by a veteran prince, bold in arms, Ml- 
ful in policy, and taught to reign by ^e long 
experience of fortune and mankind; atfd that it 
was the duty of every citizen to force the reluc- 
tant modefty of Andronicus to undertake the 
burthen of tne public care. The young emperor 
was himfilf conftrained to join his voice to the 
general acclamation, and to folicit th^ aflbciation 
Sf a colleague, who inftantly degraded him from • 
the fupreme rank, fecluded his perfon, and veri- 
fied the raih declaration of the patriarch, that 
Alexius might be confidered as dead, fo foon as 
he was committed to the cuflody of his guardian. 
But his death was preceded by the imprifonment 
and execution of his mother. After blackening 

her 
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her reputation, and inflaming againft ber the C H ^ P. 
paifions of the multitude, the tyrant accufed and ^^|^ 
tried tbe emprefs for a treaibnable correfpondence 
with the king of H^mrgary. - His own fon, a 
yocrth of honour and htimanity, avowed bisf abi 
horrence of this iSagitious ad:, and three of the 
judges had tbe merit of preferring their confeience 
to their fafety : but the obfdq0k)us tribunal, 
without requiring any proof, or hearing any de» 
fence^ con<lemhed the widow of Manuel ; and 
6er unfortunate fon fublcribed tbe fentence of 
her death. Maria was (trangled, her corpfe 
was buried in tbe Tea, and her memory was 
wounded by the infitlt moft offenfive to female 
vanity, a falfe and ugly reprefentation of her 
beauteous form. The fete of her fon was not 
long deferred : he was ftrangled with a bowftring, 
and the tyrant, infenfible to pity or remorfe, after 
furreying the body of the innocent youth, ftruck 
it nidcfy with his foot : •* TlTiy father, he cried, 
*' was a knavcy thy mother a whore^ and thyfelf 
" 2Lfoair 

The Roman fccptre, the reward of his crimen, Andronicus 
was held by Andronicus about three years and a nu^T^a 
half as the guardian or fovcrcign of the empire. ii«3-oaw- 
His government exhibited^ lingular contraft of *'*'^* 
vice and virtue. . When he Uftened to his p^f- 
(ions, he was the fcourgc; when he confultcd 
bis reafon, the father, of bis people* In the exer- 
^cifeof private juft ice, he was equitable and rigor- 
ous : a fliameful and pernkious venality was ah- 
otiibed, and the oflkes were filled with the moft 
defcrving candidates by a prince who had fenfcto 
chufe, and fcverity to punilh. He prohibited the 
inhuman practice of pillaging the goods and per- 
sons of fhipwreckcd mariners;} tbe provinces, fo 
long the objcfts of oppreffion or negfed, revived 
in proiperity and plenty j and millions applaoded 

- the 
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CHAP, the aiftant bleffings of his reign, while he was' 
^^^;|J^^ curfed by the witncflfes of his daily cruelties. The 
an.cient proverb^ That blood-thirfty is the man 
who returns from baniftiment to power, bad 
been applied with toamuch truth to Marius and 
Tiberius ; and was now verifed. fpr the third 
time in the life; of Andrpniggs, . jtljs memory 
was ftored with a black lift of the enemies and 
rivals, who had traduced his merit, oppofed hls- 
greatnefs, or infuUed his mistortunes ;. and the 
only comfort of his exile was thefecret hope and 
promife of revenge. The neccffary eXtinclion 
of the young emperor and hjs;fno:thqr, inipofed 
th<?.f^tal obligation of extirpating the friends, 
who hated, and might punifh, the alTaflin ; and 
the repetition of murder rendered hi^m Icfs wil- 
ling,. , and Icfsjtble, to forgive. An horrid nar* 
rative of the vidims whom he facrifiqed by poi- 
fon or the fwor^, by the fea or. the flames, would 
,he Jefs expreflive of hi« cruelty than the appella- 
tion of , the Halcyon-days, which was applied to 
a rare and bloodlefs week of repofe : the tyrant 
ftrove.to transfer* on the laws and the judges, 
fpuic portion. of his guilt ; btit the naalk was 
, fallen^ and bis fubjeds could no longer miftake 
the true author of their calamities. The nobleft 
of the Greeks^ ipore. efpecijiUy. tbofe who, by 
defcent or alliancp^ might difpute the Conjnenian 
inheritance, efcaped fron:i the monfter's den : 
Nice or Prufa^ Sicily or Cyprus, were their 
places of refuge ; ,and as their flight was already 
criminal, they ajggravated th^r otfcnce by an 
open revolt, and the Imperial title. Yet Andro- 
nicus refided the daggers and fwords of his moft 
formidable enemies: Nice and Prufa were re- 
duced and chaftifed : the Sicilians were content 
with the fack of Thcflalonica ; .and the diftance 
of Cyprus was not more propitious to the rebel 
than to the tyrant. Hi& throne was fubvefted 

by 
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by a rival without merit, • and a peopte CHAP, 
without arrtxs. Ifaac Angelas, a dcfcen- XLVIII. 
dant in the fcihalc line from the great Alex- 
ius, was marked as a vidtim, by the prudence 
or fuperftition of the emperor. In a moment 
of defpair, Angelus defended his life ar^d li- 
berty, flew the executioner, and fled to the 
church of St. Sophia. The fanftuary was in- 
fenfibly filled with a curious and mournful 
crowd, who, in his fate, prognofticated their 
own. But their lamentations were foon turned 
to curfes, and their curfes to threats: they dared 
to a(k, *' Why do we fear? why do we obey? 
** We are many, and he ifr one ; out patience 
^* is the onJy bond of our flavery/' With the 
dawn of day the city burft into a general fedition, 
the prifons were thrown open, the coldeft and 
moft fcrvile M^cre roufed to the defence of their 
country, and Ifaac, the fecond of the niamc, 
was raifed from the fandluary to the throne. Un- 
confcious of his danger, the tyrant was abfent ; 
withdrawn from the toils of ftate, in the delicious 
iflands of the Propontis. He had contraSed an 
indecent marriage with Alice, or Agnes, daugh- 
ter of Lewis the feventh, of France, and re lift 
of the unfortunate Alexius; and his fociety, 
more fuitablc to his temper than to his age, was 
compofed of a young wife and a favourite con- 
cubine. On the firft alarm he ruflicd to Conftan- 
tinople, impatient for the blood of the guilty; 
but he was aftoniflied by the filence of the palace, 
the tumult of the city, and the general dcfertioii 
of mankind. Andronicusproclaimed a free pardon 
to his fubjefts; they neither defired, nor would 
grant, forgivenefs : he offered torefign the crown 
to his fon Manuel; but the virtues of the 
fon could not expiate his Father's crimes. The 
fea was ftill open for his retreat • but the news of 
the revolution had flown atong the coaft : when 

fear 
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CHAP, f^ar had ceafcd, obedience was no. tiaidre: tiitf 
^^^[;;]^^ Imperial galley was purfiied and taken by aa 
armed brigantine ; and tbe tyraat was dragged to 
the prefencc of Jfaac Angelas, loaded with fet- 
ters, and a long chain round h't$.neck. His elo* 
quence, and the tears of hiiS feiinUi^ companions) 
pleaded in vain for his life ; but, inftead vi the 
decencies of a legal etxecutioQ, ti)e jbcw fnonarcb 
abandoned the criminal to the numerous fufTer* 
ers, whom be had deprived > of a father, an huf-* 
band, or a friend. His teeth ai^d hair, an eye 
and a hand^ were torn from hiiti^ as a poor 
compenfation for their lofs ; and a (hort refpicc 
was allowed, that be might feel the bitternefs of 
death. Aftr ide on a camel, without any danger 
of a refcue, he was carried through the city, 
and the bafeft of the populace rejoiced to tram*- 
pie on the fallen majefty of their prince. After 
a thoufand blows and outrages, Andrpnicus wa$ 
hung by the feet between two pillars that (up- 
ported the ftatues of a wolf and a fow ; and 
every hand that copld reach the public encmyj 
inflided on his body fome mark of ingenious 
or brutal cru4;lty, tiH t^o friendly or furious Ita« 
lians, plunging their fwords into his body, re- 
ieafed him from ail hum^n punilbai^t. In thijg 
long and painful agony^ ** Lord have mercy 
'* upon me ! and why will you hrutfc a broken 
•* reed ?" were the only words that efcaped 
from his nioiuh. Our hatred for the tyrant is 
loft in pity for the. inao ; nor can we blame his 
pufillanimous refignation, fmce a Greek Chrif- 
lian was no longer matter of bis life. 
ffatc II. I have been tempted to expatiate on the ex- 

Angeius fraordiuary charadter and adventured of Andro- 
sipt/fV. ^'nicus; but I (ball here terminate the feriesof 
-the Greek emperors fince the time of Heraclius. 
The branches that fprang from the Comnenian 
trunk had infenlibly witHeted ; and the male 

line 
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|m^>as 4Conpnued only in the pofterity of Ail- C H A P. 
(lroniipU3 hiiDfdf, who^ in the public confufion, " ^j^ 
ufurped tbc fovercignty uf Trcbizond, fo ob- 
fcuie 10 tiiftory, and To famous in romance. A 
private citizen of Philadelphia^ Conftantine An- 
gelust bad emerged to wealth and honours, by 
his marriage with a daughter of the emperor 
Alexius. His Ton Andronicus is conrpicuous 
only by hi$ cowardice. His grandfon Ifaac pu- 
nifhed and fucceeded the tyrant f but he was 
dttbrpned by bis ow;i vices, and the ambition 
of his brotlicr ; and their difcord introduced the J-^,* |^<» 
Lating to the conqxicft of Conftantinople, the firft **" "* 
great period in the fall of the Eaftern eniipire. 

If w^ ^mpute the number and duration of 
the reigns^ it will be found, that a period of fix 
hundred years is filled by fixty emperors, in- 
cluding in the Auguftan lift fome female fo- 
vereigns } and deducing fome ufurpers who 
were never acknowledged in the capital, and 
(bme princes who did not live to pofleis their in- 
heritance. The average proportbn will allow 
ten years for each emperor, far below the chro- 
nological rule of Sir Ifaac Newton, who, from 
the ezpefience of more recent and regular mo- 
narchies, has defined about eighteen or twenty 
years as the term of an ordinary reign. The 
Byzantine empire was moil tranquil and profpe- 
reus when it could acquiefce in hereditary fuc- 
ceifion : five dypafties, the Heraclian, Ifaurian, 
Amorian, Bafilian, and Comnenian families en- 
joyed and tranfmitted the royal patrimony during 
their refpeftive ferics, of five, four, three, fix, 
and four generations ; feveral princes number 
the yeari of their reign with thofe of their in* 
fancy ; and Conftantine the feventh and his two 
grandfons occupy tbe fpace of an entire century. 
But in the intervals of the Byzantine dynafties, 
jtbe fuccefiion is rapid and broken, and the name 

of 
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CHAP, of a fuccefsful candidate is fpccdily crazed by a 
^X^ more fortunate competitor. Many were the 
paths that led to the fummit of royalty : the 
fabric of rebellion was overthrown by the ftrokc 
of confpiracy, or undermined by the filent arts 
of intrigue : the favourites of the foldiers or 
people, of the fenate or clergy, of the women 
and eunuchs^ were alternately cloathed with the 
purple : the means of their elevation were bafe, 
and their end was often contemptible or tragic. 
A being of the nature of man, enddWed with 
the fame faculties, but with a longer mcafure of 
exiftence, would caft down a fmile of pity and 
contempt on the crimes and follies of hu - an 
ambition, fo eager, in a narrow fpan, to grafp 
at a precarious and fhort-lived enjoyment. It is 
thus that the experience of hiftory exalts and 
enlarges the horizon of our intelleSual view. 
In a compofition of fome days, in a perufal of 
fome hours, fix hundred years have rolled away, 
and the duration of a life or reign is contradled 
to a fleeting moment : the grave is ever befidc 
the throne ; the fucccfs of a criminal is ahxioil 
inftantly followed by the lofs of his prize ; and 
our immortal reafon furvives and difdains the 
fixty phantoms of kings who have pafled before 
our eyes, and faintly dwell on our remembrance. 
The obfervation, that, in every age and climate, 
ambition has prevailed with the fame command- 
ing energy, may abate the furprife of a philofo- 
phcr ; but while he condemns the vanity, be may 
fearch the motive, of this univerfaldefire to ob- 
tain and hold the fceptreof dominion. To tlie 
greater part of the Byzantine feries, we cannot 
reafonably afcribe the love of fame and of man- 
kind. The virtue alone of John Comnenus, 
was beneficent and pure : the moft illuftrious of 
the princes, who precede or follow that refpec- 
table name, have trod with fome dexterity and 

vigour 
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vigour the crooked and bloody paths of a felfifli CHAP, 
policy : in icrutinizing the imperfe£l chara&ers -^^^}^^ 
of Leo the Ifaurian, Baiil the firft, and Alexius 
Coihnenus, of Theophilus, the fecond Bafil, and 
Manuel Comnenus, our efteem and cenfure are 
aimoil equally balanced ; and the remainder of 
the Imperial crowd could only defire and expert 
to be forgotten by pofterity. . Was perfunal 
happiitefs the aim and objed of their ambition ? 
I (hall xu)C dcCcant on the vulgar topics of the 
mifery of kings ; but I may furely obferye, that 
their condition, of all others, is the moft- preg- 
nant with fear, and the lead fufceptible of hope. 
For thefe oppofite pailions, a larger fcope wa^ 
allowed in the revolutions of antiquity, than in 
the fmooth and (olid tefuper of the modern world, 
which cannot eafily repeat either the triumph of 
Alexander or the fall of Darius. But the pe^. 
culiar infelicity of the Byzantine princes expofed 
them to domeftic peri^, without affording any 
lively promife of foreign conqueft From the 
pinnacle of greatnefs, AndroDicus waff preci- 
pitated by a death more cruel and (hamefu! than 
that of the viled malefador ; but the moft glo- 
rious of his predeceiTors had much more to 
dread from their fubje£ts than to hope from their 
enemies. The army was lice;itioas without fpi- 
rit, the nation turbulent without freedom : the 
Barbarians of' tfie Eaft and Weil preiTed on the 
monarchy, and the loGs of the provinces wa« 
terminated by the final fervitudc of the capitaL 

The entire feries of Roman emperors, from 
the firil of the Caefa^s to the laft of the Conftan- 
tines, extends above fifteen hundred years t and 
the term of dominion unbroken by foreign con- 
queft, furpafles the meafure.of the ancient mo- 
narchies ; the Affyriana or Medes, the fucceffors 
of Cyrus, or tte^fe of Alexander* 

Vol. IX. H CHAP. 
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C H A 1^. XLIX. 

MroduSH'mj Wot-Jhip^ and Perfecution tf hm^es*-^ 
RevUt ^f Italy and Rome. -^Tempiaral DominiM 
of the Topes. ----^onqueft of Italy by fht Franks. — 
'lEJtahlifhment of Images. — CharaBer and Con- 
nation of Charlemagne*— Rejioratipn ahd Decay 
of the Roman Empire in the Weft. ^-^Independence 
of Italy.— Conftitution cf the Qermamt Body. 

introduaion yj^ ^\^^ conne£Hon of the church and ftate, I 

of images ■ ' 



• TN 
Ih; 



into ihe J[ have confidered the former ai fubfervient 
SUich!"* ^^'y» ^^^ relative, td the latter; a'falutary 
maxiin, if in fa£b, as well as in narrative; it had 
evef been held facirtd. The oriental pbflofophy 
of the Gnoftics, the dark abyfs of predefti- 
iiatiori and grace, iand the Itrange transform 
mktion ^of this ttitcHarift frotn the figns to 
the fubftance of Ghrift's body (i), I have pur- 
pofely abandoned to the curiofity of fpe- 
culari^e divines. -But I have reviewed, with 
diligence and pleafure, the objefts 6f ecclefiafti- 
— -^ cal hJftory, by Ivhich the declme and fall of the 
Roman empire wefe itiateriisilly SifFefted, the 
prbpagatibn* of Chriftiatijty, the conftitution of 
thfe Citholic churchy the ruin of Paganifm, and 
the fefts that arofe from the myfterious contro- 
verfies. concerning the Trinity ahd incarnation. 
At the head of tnis clafs, we inay juftly rank 
tbe worfliiji of images,' fo fiercely difputed ^ia 
^. \.. - the eighth and ninth centuries ; iince a qitcftion 

V'^ \,r '■ ' "' ' '''^"'''^ ' ' '■' 

.^ '■ ^ '(i')Th^1«ir»edStadciiHg»'givteiift»hiftory tff mioi^bftiotkition lira 

'"y r' '" cprnprehec^ve and git^y jf'entepcec^ '* Thip opinioin ig poj^ rhetoric 

** turned into Jogic." (His Worjti, vol. Hi. p. 1073. in his Tabic- 

Ulk } ^ .' ' .,.,.... 

of 
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df pf/iiUt fop^rftitioH ptdidticeid the rstolt of 
Italy, th^ tdrnporal power of the popes, and thd 
ttflotityoh of the Roman ^tnpke in tht Wdl. 

Tlife pricrthive Chriftians were pofllefled with 
aii tthconquef able repugnandeto the ufe and abufiS 
of linages ^ and this afvetfi<M^ Ikiay be afcribed 
to th^ir defcent from the Jew&, and their ehmity u^ 
to the Greeks, The Mofaic law had feverely 
ph)rcribei9 all reprefentations of the Deity ; and 
that precept wa9 fii'mly eftabtiihed in the princi-^ 
pies and pt^iceof the chofen people. The wit 
of the'^riftian apologifts was pointed agaiilfi thii 
foolifli idefeters, who bowed before the woiffcinalia 
ihip of 3]feir dikn^ hands^ the imaged of hruk axld 
nlafble^ Whkb, had fh^y beeft efndowed withfenfe 
ondmotion^ iOibiilci have ftahe<i rather f rom tb<i 
pedef^l to adore th^-ci^etitive powers of tka 
attift (2). Perhaps fome r^cetkt and impef£f£l con* 
veftt rf-thfe ©rioftie fAhS, Wight crown the 
ftatueiof Ghrift and St* Pawl -with the profani 
hotiou^s #feich'they paid to Ihofe of Arift<>de aaid 
Pythagdris (^ ) ; but the: piablie tdigion of Ihe Ga*^ 
tbolrcs was tiftifbi'mly fiilElple and fpiritudi^ and 
the firft tto^ice of the ufe 6f Injures is intte ceni 
fut^ of ' tih^ council of Illib^fis, three hundred 
yeats ifter the Ghriflfian teri** ¥^er thefoccdfo^^S 
of Cotfftahtiiie, iln the pfeac* a6d luiury of the 
trinmphaiftt ehiiffch, the iriote pfiident biftops 
conddceided to indulge a vifible fuperftition^ 
fof fh^';lteneflt of the mMkftttde ; and, after the 
hrin of !*ajgafrifiA, they were no' longet reftraincd 
by the ap^efienfiim df an odious paralleL Th? 

(^)V€eiiitelkitaat^KdihuMt idieplrffimHqiodfi'feotirefimi»kcra et mo- 
ven pa0caCy:«doratai« komiiiein fuifleot, « que fuot expolita (Divin* 
loftitot. 1^ ii. c. a.). LaOantias i« the lifl, ft* w^Jl as the noft e)oqieBt» 
i^thk baib aftiiflttgiftt. Thcif riSiUryiiVfiiMf 4^«cks not only. tM «tf 
i^r bat the farvi and niatter. • r . 

CS) S^ rrensbiu^ Epfpbkoibi, 'and Antpifth (Ba/nafr,Hift.dcsSgl8bl 
Kefonneet, torn. ii. p. 1313). This Gnofttc praAicc hat a fiogular af- 
finity with the. pfivato worlhip of Alexaoder Severa% (LampridiiMy c. a9* 
Urdaer, Heathen TefUmonief, vol. iii. p. 34'.), 

H a firft 
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firft introduftion of afymbolic worfhip was in 
the veneration of the crofs, and of relics* The 
faints and martyrs^ whofe interceilion was im- 
plored, were feated on the right-hand of God ; 
but the gracious and often fupernatural favours, 
which, in the popular belief, were fbowered 
round their tonib^ conveyed an unqueftionable 
ikn^tion of the devout pilgrims, who vifited, and 
touched,' and ki0ed, thefe lifelefs regains, the me- 
morials of their merits and fuffenngs (4). But a 
memorial, more intereftihg than ^e (kull or the 
fandals of a departed worthy, is the faithful copy 
of his perfon and featur^$, delineated by the arts 
of painting or fculpture. In every age, fuch 
copies^ fe congeni4 to. human feelings, ha^ve 
i^een chferiOifed by the zej^l pf private friendfliip, 
or.pid)lic efteem : the images of the Roman 
empexix^ were . Si^M. : with civil, apd r almofl: 
reHgious honouts $ a reiyerence Ids pftentatious, 
but more rmcerj^,jwas ^plied to the ftatues of 
feges-aad. patrio$sj..5i^.jhefe prpfaae virtues, 
thefe fplendid fi^s, difappeared in the prefence 
of the holy men, who hl^i^ died for their celeftial 
Their wor-and cvedafting ;Cf*^tttryf At firft, the experi- 
^''- inent w.as made with captiop and fcruple ; and 
the venerable pi^iires w.ere difcreetly allowed 
ta. inftrufl: the. ignorant, to awaken the 
6old, and to gratify ■ the prejudices of the 
heathen profelyteS. ^By a .flow tlipugh inevitable 
progreilioh» the htotppurs . of the original were 
transferred to the. copy : the devout Chriftian 
piatyedhefore the. im.agq.5f a faint > and the Pagan 
rites of genuflexion, luminaries, and incenfe, 
again flole into the Catholic church. ThefcrHpks 
pfreafoin, or piety, wer^ .filenced by the fl:rong 
iriridence of viiions^ and miracles ; and the pic- 
Cures which fpeak, an4 move, and bleed, muft 

(4) See thli Hiftory, vol. in, p. a47- ^^* J^* P- 5^°\ tad v6K v. p. 113 

be 
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be endowed with a divine energy, and may be 
confidered as the proper objeQs of religious 
adoration. The mod audacious pencil might 
tremble in the rafh attempt of defining, by forms 
and colours, the infinite' Spirit, the eternal Fa* 
ther, who pervades and fuflains the univerfe (5). 
But the fuperftitious mind was more eafiiy re* 
conciled to paint and to worfhip the angels, and, 
above all, the Son of God, under the. human 
ihape, which, on earth, they have condefcended 
to aflume. The fecond perfon of the Trinity 
had been clothed with a real and mortal body^ 
but that body had afcended into heaven ; and, 
had not fome fimilitude been prefented to the 
eyes of his difciples, the fpiritual worftip of 
Qirift might have been obliterated by the vifiblc 
relics and reprefentations of the faints. A iimilar 
indulgence was requifite, and propitious, for the 
Virgm Mary : the place of her burial was un- 
knot; and the aiTumption of her foul and body 
into heaven was adopted by the credulity of the 
Greeks and Latins. The ufe, and even the 
worfhip of images, was firmly eflablifhed before 
the end of the fixth century : they were fondly 
cherifhed by the warm imagination of the 
Greeks and Afiatics : the Pantheon and Vatican 
were adorned with the emblems of a new fuper- 
ftition ; but this femblance of idolatry was more 
coldly entertained by the rude Barbarians and 
the Arian clergy of the Weft. The bolder forms; 
of fculpture, in brafs or marble, which peopled 
the temples of antiquity, were oflfenflve to tl^e 
fancy or confcience of the Chriftian Greeks \ 

(5 ) Ov yaf r$ dKov nyXw wa^m mi uXnnrvn /c^o^feuc riri imm r;^l^/uf^v 

lifAtit titywHAfjin (Concilium Niceoum, ii. io Calle«St Ltbb. toqi. yiii. p, 
joit;. edit. Venet.)* H feroit peutetre i-propot de ne point fouffrir 
d'imtges de It Trinite ou de la Diviatte^ les deftofeurs les plus selet 
des images ayaut condannne ccUeK-ci^ et )e concile de Treote ne pariaot 
que des images de Jcfas Cbrift ei des Sfipts (Diipiq, Biblio$. Ecclcf. 

and 
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fkUd a fmootb furface of colours has weir beaea 
eileemed a more decent and harmle& mode of 
imitation (6). 
Theimtge The merit and effeft of a copy depciids on its 
' "^"'' refetnblance with the original ; but jhe primitive 
Chriftians were ignorant of the genuine features 
jpf the Son of God, his mother, and hi6 apioftles : 
.the ftatue of Chrift at Paneas in Paleftiae{7) was 
more probably that of feme temporal faviour ; 
ihe Gnoftica and their prbtane monuments were 
reprobated; and the fancy of the Chrillian 
artifts could only be guided by the claadefline 
imitation of fome heathen model; In this dif- 
•trefsi a bold and dextrous invention afiured at 
once the likeneis of the in^ge and the innocence 
of the worihip* A rtew fuperftru6kure of fable 
was raifed on .the popular bafis of a Syrian Icr- 
gendy gn the correfpbndence of (jhirift and Ab- 
garusy fo famous in the days of Eufebio^, fo re- 
luctantly deferted by our modern advocates. The 
biihop of Caefarea(8;recordsthe ep^Ue(9X but he 

. . moft 



(<0 This general kiftory pf \m$gtin dnvn from tie xi^i^ btob of the 
Hift. del Eglifes Reforisees of Q%rntn, tom. ii- p T3i9-r>i3|7. He 

wss a proicllant, but of a manly fpiric ; and on this hedd ttie proteftantt 
#re . io notorioufly in the right, t^»t they w veBlpr^ tQ b« |inp»iti«l. 
See the perplexity of poor friar Pagi, Crkjca^ ^otp, i. p. 42, 

(7) After removing' ibme mbbifh of miracle and incoimftency, it may be 
.*)Iow«d^ that at late aa \\kc y^ar jop, Pai^eat in I'fleiiicif Vi(i ^ccorfted 
with a bronze llatiif, repreienting a graye perlbnage v^rapt in a cfoak, 
with a gratefnl or ruppitaot female kneeling before htm, and tl)at an in- 
fcription— T« J/fftft^ '^ fvipT^irq-^waa perhaps toferibed on thf pedcftaJ. 
By the Chriftians, thli; gri)upe was fooliflily explained of their founder 
'and tbe^^0«r womsn whom he hail cored of ihe lileody ^ux (Eufeb. 
A.vii. 18., . PhiloOor^. vii 3, &c.) M. de BcaufobrQ pnoye r^a&nabiy coa- 
jeQyres the philolophcr Apollo'pius, or the enopeior Veipafian : in tl)e 

.latter fnppcfition, the female is a ^city, a province, or perbafis the queen 
Berenice (Btbliotheque Germanique, tom. xiii. p. 1 — 92). 

(^) Eufeb. Hift> Ecclef. 1. i. c. 13. The learned Aflemannus has 
brought tip the collaifral'tfid ftf the three Syrians, S\.*"EJfhrcm» Jffua 

^Stylite^; ind James bfhrp of Sarug; bnt 1 do net 6|\d afiy notice of the 
Syriac Original or the archives of EdefTa (Bibtioc. Orient, tom. i. p. 

•318. 420. <;54 ) ; their vague belief Is probably derJvc^ from the Greeks* 
• (9) The evidence for thefe epiltles is rtaied and rcje^ed by the 

•tandtd Lardner (Heathen Te(UlTf<i^itJ6, vol. 1. p. ^^7 — ^Isg.) Among 

•the fccfd oFbigrti ^ho'are ft>rdibTy driven frokj 'fhrp convenient, but 
unattainable, pod, 1 am aOiameo, with the Grabes, Cive^, IhilleiDoncs, 

f.«. &c. 
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mod ftrwgely ftirgets tbc^ piiAure^ of Clvrift ( ' o> -, 
the perlrd irbpr^ifion lof bis face on a liQcm, with 
which he gratified tb^ faith of the royaUtranf 
ger, who had tfivoke4 hi^ healing power, and 
offered the ftiong city of Edeifa to prore^ htm 
againft the malice c^ ibe Jews. The igrK)rance 
ot the primUive church is explained by the long 
imprifonment of the linage in a nich of tbe wall, 
from whence, after an oblivion of five hundred 
years, k was releafed by fome prudent bi(hop, 
aad feafonably prefenied to the devotion of the 
times. Its firft and moft glorious exploit was 
the deliverance of the city from the arnns of 
Chofiroes Nulhirvan; and it was foon revered 
^ a pledge of the divine promife, that EdelTa 
fcould Aevcr be taken by a foreign ene»ny. 
It is true indeed, that the text of Procopius 
afcrihes the double deliverance of Edcfla to the 
wealth and valour of her citizeos, who pur- 
chafed tfaeabfence and repelled the alfault^ of U)e 
Perfiao monarch. He was ignorant, the profane 
biftoriao, of the teftimony which he is competled 
to deliver in the ecclefiaftical page of J^vagrius, 
that the Palladium was expofed on the ramps^^t, 
and that the water which bad been fpKinkled oa 
the holy face, inftead of quenching, added new 
fcwel to tbe flames of tbe befseged. After this 
important fervice, the image of Edefl^ w^s pr^- 
ferved with, rcfped and gratitude ;, ap4 Jf the 

^- todifbOvcr Mr. Addifoo, so En^lifli gentleman (hU Works, vp|> i. 
P« 5^8. BtikervU]e*« edition) ; but his fuperBcial traa qn the Cbriftian 
^igion owet iu credit to his Dainc« bis ftyte^ anU tbe intjqrelled ftp- 
Plsttfe of oar clergy. 

(lo) Fmii tbe filence oF James of S^iig . ( Afferoan. Bil^liot* Orient^ 
f'^h 31$.), and tbe teftiroooy of J^vagrivs (Uift. jBcclef. 1. iv, c, 
^7 )> 1 coMkuie that this fable wa^t invented between the years ^21 aof} 
S94% BMift pr^bp^ly after the 6ege of Ed?(r#.in 540 (AfUeman. toin. i, 
P* 416. Procopius, de Bell. Perfic k ii.>. It is the fword and l?u€k!er 
^^ Gregory II. (in Epift i. ad Leon, Ifaur. ConcM. torn. viii. p 6^^^ 
^1'\ of John Damafcenaf (Jipeia, lom. i, p. »8i. edit. Lctinicn), an4 
•f.the fetood Micene Council (A£tio v. p. lejo.). The moft perfe^l 
editioa may be fottod in Cedrenus (Conipend. p. 17^— 178)1. 

Arn^enian^ 
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Armenians rcjcAcd the legend, the more credu^ 
lous Greeks adored the fimilttude, which was not 
the work of any mortal pencil, but the immedi- 
ate creation of the divine original. The ftylc 
and fentimcnts of a Byzantine hymn will declare 
how far their worfhip was removed from the 
groffeft idolatry. ** How can we with mortal 
** eyes contemplate this image, whofc celeftial 
** fplendour the hoft of heaven prefumes not to 
" behold ? He who dwells in heaven conde- 
** fcends this day to vifit us by his vencraNc 
" image : He who ts fcated on the cherubim, 
'^ vifits us this day by a pifture, which the 
^' Father has delineated with his immaculate 
*^ hand, which he has formed in an inefiPable 
^' manner, and which we fan£tify by adoring it 
*' with fear and love." Before the end of the 
fixrh century, thefe images, made without bands 
(in Greek, it is a fingle word (i i), were propa^ 
gated in the camps and cities of the Eaftern 
cmpire(i^): they were the obje^s of worfhip, and 
the inftruments of miracles : and in the hour of 
danger or tumult, their venerable prefence could 
revive the hope, rekiildle the courage, or reprefs 
the fury, of the Roman legions. Of thefe pic- 
lu copic8. tures, the far greater part, the tranfcripts of a 
human pencil, could only pretend to a fccondary 
likenefs and improper title : but there were feme 
of higher defcent, who derived their refem- 

(ri) Aytifrir^wn^. See Dncinge, inrGloif. Grec. et Ltt. Th« fubfoS 
is treated with equal learning and bigotry by the Jefnit GreCfer (Sya- 
Ugma de Imagintbus non ManO faA ta,'ad calcem Codtni de OfHcii&, p. 
28^ — 33o.)« the affi, or rather the fox, of Ingoidftadt (fee the Scalige- 
rtna) ; with eqfual reafon add wit by the proteftant Beanfobre, in the 
ironical codtroverfy which he has fpread through rnan^r volumea of the 
Bibliotheqoe Germaniqoe (torti. xviii. p. 1—50. xx. p. ty— 68.' xjtv. 
p, vi— 35. xxvii. p. 8$«— 118. xxviii. p. 1*^33. xxxi. p. ili**»i48. 
xxxii. p 75—167. xxxiv. p. 67—96.) 

{\x) rh'eophyia£t Sinnocitta (I. il. c. 3. p. 34 I iil c. f.p. 63.cele* 
brates t'le hav^-.nof eiNctc/xft which he ftyles tt;(i(f9VMn'r«v ; yet it was no 
more than a copy, ftnce he adds afy%rwtn ra fxiivo* ot Faf/tuuM (of EdefTa) 
OftiCKtvuff-i Ti rt^grrov. See Pagi, torn, ii A.' D.-586, No. 1 1. 

blance 
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blance from an immediate contaft with the 
original, cndpwed,"fbr that purpofc, with a mi- 
raculous and prolific virtue. The moft ambiti- 
ous afpired from a filial to a fraternal relation 
with the image of Edeffa ; and fuch is the *oero- 
nica .of Rome, or Spain, or Jcrufelem, which 
Chrift in his agony and bloody fweat applied to 
his face, and delivered to an holy matron. Ther 
fruitful precedent was fpeedily transferred to \\\t 
Virgin Mary, and the faints and martyrs. In 
the church of Diofpolis in Palcftine, the features 
of the Mother of God (13) were deeply infcribed 
in a marble column-: the Eaft and Weft have 
been decorated by the pencil of St Luke ; and 
the evai^gelift, who was perhaps a phyfician^ 
has been forced to exercife the occupation of a 
paintier, fo. profane and odious in the eyes of 
the primitive Chriftians. The Olympian Jove^ 
created by the mufe of Homer land the chif- 
fel of Phidias, might infpire a philofophic 
mind with monventary devotion : but thefe Ca-i 
thcdic images were faintly and flatly delineated 
by monkifli artifts in the laft degeneracy of tafte 
and genius '14). 

The worlhip of images had ftolen into the oppofuioa 
church by infenfiblc degrees, and each petty ftep-^jJ'JJ^^ee- 
was pleafing to the fuperftitious mind, as pro-^ * 
dudive of comfort and innocent of fin. But in 
the beginning of the eighth century, in the full 
magnitude of the abufe, the more timorous 
Greeks were awakened by an apprehenfion, 
that under the mafk of Chriflianity, they had 

(13) See, in the genuine or fuppofed work;; of John Damftfcenus, two' 
^aMjages on the Virgin and St. Luke, which have not been noticed by 
Gretfer, nor cenfequently by Beautobre (Opera Joh. Damafcen. torn. i. 
p. 618. 631.) .. 

(14) ^* Vonf fcandalous figures (bind quite uot from the canvzf^ : they 
''*' are aa bad aa a group Qi ftatues!'* It uas thus that the igQorance 
and bigo/ry of a Greek pried applauded thr ^)i£iure8 of Titian, which 
iie had <i\^K,tt^ and refufed to accept. 

reftored 
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reftored the religion of their fathers : tbey heard^ 
with grief and impatience, the name of idola* 
ters ; the inceflant charge of the Jews aod Ma* 
bometans(i 5), who derived from the Law and the 
Koran an immortal hatred to graven images and 
all relative worfliip. The fcrvitude of the Jews 
might curb their zeal and depreciate their authp-> 
rity ; but the triumphant Mufulmans, who reign-> 
cd at Damafcus, and threatened Conftantinople, 
caft into the fcale of reproach the accumulated 
weight of truth and vidtory. The cities of 
Syria, Palcftinc, and Egypt, had been fortified 
with the images of Chrid, his mother, and hi$ 
faints ; and each city prefumcd on the hope or 
promife of miraculous defence. In a rapid con*» 
qucft of ten years, the Arabs fubducd thofe 
cities ^nd thefe images; and in their opinion, the 
jA>rd of Hofts pronounced a decifive judgmeni 
between the adoration and contempt of thefe 
oiutc and inanimate idols. Fo? a while Edefiai 
had braved the Perfian aflauhs ; but the chofen 
Qity, the fpoufe of Chrift, was involved in the 
common ruin j and his divine refemblance be-* 
came the flave and trophy of the infidels. After 
a fcrvitudc of three hundred years, the Palladi- 
um was yielded to the devotion of Conftantino- 
pic, for a ranfom of twelve thoufand pounds of 
filvcr, the redcipption of two hundred MufuU 
mans, and a perpetual truce for the territory of 
Edefla ( 1 6). In this feafon of diftrefs and difmay, 
the eloquence of the monks was exercifed in the 

(15) By Cedrenus^ Zontras, Glycts, tnd Manafles the origin of the 
Iconoclafts is imputed to the caiiph Vexed and two Jews, who groraifed 
the empire to Leo; and the reproaches of thefe boftile fe£^arie« are 
turne : int- zn abfurd confpiracy for reaoring the purify of ihc Chriftito 
Worfljip (fee Spanheim, Hift Imag. c.i.). , 

(16) SecElmacin(Hift Saracen, p 167), Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 
101. \ and Abulfeda (Annal. Moflena. pi. 264), and the Criticifms of 
l?agi"(tom iii. A 0:944). The prudent Francifcan refnfes 16 deier- 
roine wheiner the image of Edefla now repofes at J<omc or Genoa ; but 
hfi repo(e is inglorious, and thii aacicnt objca^of worihip it no longer 
famoM Of ftihionable. 

defence 
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defienee of images ; and tbejs attempted to proire^ > 
that the fin and fpbifm of the greatcft part of 
the. Orientals bad forfeited the favour, and anni^ 
hilated the virtue, of tbofe precious fymbols^ 
But they .were now oppofed by the murmurs of 
many Ample or rational Chriftians, who appeal- 
ed td the evidence of texts, of fads^ and of 
the primitive timdsy and fecretly defired the re* 
forniation of the church. As the worlbip of 
images had never been eftabliflied by any gene* 
ral or pofitive law, its progrefs in the Ealtera 
empire had been retarded,, or accelerated, by 
the . differences of men and manners, the local 
degrees of refinement, and the perfonal charac* 
ters of the biAiops. The fplendid devotion was 
fondly cheriihed by the levity of the capital, and 
the inventive, genius of the Byzantine clergy ; 
while the rude and remote diitridts of AHa were 
ftrangers to this innovation of iacred luxury* 
Many large congregations of Gnoftic^ and Ariant 
maintained, after their converfion, the fimple 
worfbip which bad preceded their feparation ; 
and the Armenians, the moil warlike fubje£ts of 
Rome, were not reconciled, in the twelfth ccn* 
tury, to the fight of images ( 1 7)- Thefe various 
denominations of men afforded a fund of preju-- 
dice and averfion, of fmall account in the viU 
lages of Anatolia or Thrace, but which, in the 
fortune of a foldier, a prelate, or an eunuch, 
might be often connected with the powers of the 
church and ftate. 



(Kiceus, 1. ii. p. %S^-)- "^^^ ArmenUa Lhurche& «re (liil content wiih 
the Crefs (Mifliops dy Levant, (vrr. ill p 148.): but fuiely Coe Tuper* 
ftitioQs Qrf«^.i6 uiiju(l {a the CHp^iltiucci of tb( Qcricani of the x\\^^ 
ceoittry, . . 
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Lcetheico. Of fucb advcntuiers, themoft fortunate war 
Jl^'/^^j/ff** the emperor Leo the third fi 8), who, from the 
fors mountains of Ifauria, afcended the throne of the 
716-1840. Eaft. He was ignorant of facred and profane 
lerters; but his education, his reafen, perhaps 
his intercourfc with the Jews and Arabs, bad in- 
fpired tho martial peafant with an hatred of 
images ; and it was held to be the duty of a 
prince, to impofe on his fubje£ts the didates of 
his own confcience. But in the outfet of an un-> 
fettled reign, during ten years of toil and dan- 
ger, Leo fubmitted to the meannefs of hypocrify, 
bowed b^ore the idols which he defpifed, and 
foiisfied the Roman pontiff with the annual pro- 
feflions of his orthodoxy and zeah In the re- 
formation of religion, his firft fteps were mode- 
rate and cautious: he affembled a great council 
of fenators and bifhops, and enaded, with their 
confent, that all the images Ihpuld be removed 
' from the fatiduary sind altar to a proper height in 
the churches, where they might be viiible to the 
eyes, and inaccefiible to the fuperftition, of the 
people. But it was impollible on either fide to 
check the rapid though adverfc impulfe of vene- 
ration and abhorrence: in their lofty pofition^ 
the facred images dill edified their, votaries and 
t<proached the tyrant. He was himfelf provoked 
by rcfiftancc and inve£tive ; and his own party 
accufed bim of an imperfed difcharge of his duty, 
and urged for his imitation, the example of the 
Jewifli king, who had broken without fcruple the 

( 1 8) Cor origintl, bot not impartial, monoracntii of the Iconodafts mod 
be drawn from the A6l8of the Councils, torn, viii and ix. Collect. Labbc, 
edit Vcnet. and ihe hiftoricil writings of Thcophanes, Nicephoras, 
^klna(rt8, Cedrenusy Zonaras^ &c. Of the modern Catholics, Baronia^ 
Pagi, Natsiis Alexander (Hift. Ecclef. Secnlum viii and ix.)* and Maim- 
bourg (Hift. des Iconoclaftes), have treated the fubtef^ with learning, 
pafiion, and credulity. The proteftant laboors of Frederic Spanheim 
(HiOoria Imaginum Reftituta) and James Bafntge (Hift. des Eglifes Re- 
forir^es, torn, ii I. xxiii. p I339~*385-) »f* c*^ into the Iconoclaft 
fcale. With this mutual aid, and oppofite tendency, it is eafy Jbr us to 
poiie the balance with philofophic indifference. 

brazen 
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brazen ferpent of the temple. By a fecond edid, 
he profcribed the exiftence as well as the ufe of 
religious pifkures ; the churches of Conftanti- 
iiopleand the provinces were cleanfedfTom idol- 
atry ; the images of Chrift, the Virgin, and the 
Saints, were demoliflied, or a fmooth furface of 
plafter was fpread over the walls of the edifice. 
The fcft of the Iconoclafts was fupported by the 
zeal and defpotifm of fix emperors, and the Eaft 
and Weft were involved in a noify conflict of 
one hundred and twenty years. It was the de» 
fign of Leo the Ifaurian to pronounce the con- 
demnation of In^ses, as an article of faith, and 
by the authority of a general council : but the 
convocation of fuch an aflembly was referved 
for bis fon Conftantine(i9); and though it is ftig* 
matifed by triumphant bigotry as a meeting of 
fools and atheifts, their own partial and mutilated 
ads betray many fymptoms of reafon and piety. 
The debates and decrees of many provincial fy- Tht«i- fr»<» 
nods introduced the fuuimons of the general coun- tio^e» **" 
cil which met in the fuburbs of Conftantinople, a. d. 754. 
andwascompofed of the refpedable .number of 
three hundred and thirty-eight bi(hops of Europie 
and /Vnatolia ; for the patriarchs of Antioch and 
Alexandria wc;rc the ilaves of the caliph, and 
the Roman pontiff had withdrawn the churches 
of Italy and the Weft from the * communion of 
the Greeks. This Byzantine fynod affumed the 
rank and powers of the feventh general council : 
yet even this title was a recognition of the fix 
preceding aflfemblies which had laborioufly built 
ihe flructure of the Catholic faith. After a 

{19) Some flowers of rhetoric tre Zwo^o vofnufM* sat «dicy, and the 
l>»fliop8 9«c fAatAw^^w, By Damafcenus It it ftyled aiufoc «« a2iarr«c 
tOpert, torn. i. p. 613 ). Spanheim'a Apology for the Synod of Coo- 
^taotiiK^e (p. t7i,^c.)-U werked op with tratb tnd ingenuity, tVom 
fuch materials at he co«ld find in the Nicene A^s (p. 1046, &c.) The 
'V'Wty John of Dtniftfcvt coavertt wmmwu^ into ni9itrtur makes them 
««Xm|«X«o flavttof tbeir holiy, Sec Opera, toiii. 1. p. 30^. 

-. .; . . . lerious 
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fcrious deliberation of fix mbttths, thtf riircc 
hundred and ihirty-eight biftops jlrd^nounced and 
fiibfcribed an unanimous deorcCj tb« all vUiblc 
fymbolsoif'Chrift, except in the Euc'harift, Were 
crrher blafphemous or h^re^ical j that image- 
wor(hip was a corruption of Chriftiatnfty 4nd a 
renewal of Paganifm ; that all fueh ftionanteAts 
of idolatry fhouM be broken d^ efa:^ ; and 
that thofe who (hould rcfuf<5 to d^fclirer the ob- 
jeds of their private fuperftition, wffrd g^^^^J of 
difobedicrrce to the authority' 6f the churdi and 
of the emperdr. In their loud and loyal acclsi- 
mations, they celebrated th^ m^fitis 4f ihevr 
temporal redeemer; and to his :2e^l andjufticfe 
they cnirufted this execution of their fptirirtual 
ccnfures. At Conftantinople, as ih the fdl-mdr 
councils, the will of the prince \tlis ii\6 rule of 
cpifcopal faith : but on Ihis occafion, Izn^ in- 
clined to fufpeft that a krge nnajorhy df the 
prelates ftcriftced their fecrct confcfehc<J to the 
Tiwircreed. temptations of hope and feaf . In th€ long night 
6f fuperftifibnf, the Chriftiafis had wandered far 
away frornVhe fimpHciiyof the g6fpd: ttw was 
it cafy for them to difterrt the cliKl, aftd tread 
ba:ck the mazes, of the labyrinth. The M^orfcip 
of images was" irifeparably blended, at leaft co.a 
pious fancy, ' ^ith the Croft, tfr* Vivgiifc, ^the 
Saints arid their relics : the h6ly ground t»ai in- 
Tolved in a cloud of miracles and vifions-; and 
the nerves of the n^ind, curiofity^tld fbeptkifm, 
were benumbed by thchibits of -obedience and 
'belief, Conftantinc himfelf is acc«fcd of in- 
dulging arbyal licence to ddubt; dr deny:,, ^or de- 
ride the myfterics of the Catholics (20), but they 
were deeply infcribcd in the pubric arid private 

(20) He ft accured'of profcribfog the titfe bf^famt j ftjrHngtfic'Virlnh, 
mot,htT of Chrifl I comparing her after hei" delivery tdtH empty {tbrfe ; 
cf Arianifm^ Neflorttnilm, Set, In his ' defence, SpanheiTrt (c. w. p* 
107.) it fomewhit enibari'ftiTed ^bccwc^o^the Intereft of t proKftinc md' 
* A^ duly of tn orthodox divifit. 

creed 
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creed of hisbilhops; and the boldeft Iconodaft 
might affaolt with a fccrct horror, the monu- 
ments of popular devotion, which were confed- 
erated to the honour of his celellial patrons. In 
the reformation of the fixteenth century, free* 
dom and knowledge bad expanded ail the facuU 
tics of man ; rhc thirft of innovation fuperfeded 
the reverence of antiquity, and the vigour of 
Europe could difdain thofe phantoms which ter- 
rifled the fickiy and fervile weaknefs of the 
Greeks. 

The fcandal of an abftrad herefy can be only TKeir per- 
proclaimed to the people by the blaft of the ec- fhril^^ 
clefiaftical trumpet ; but the moll ignorant can "*'-!'^'''» 
perceive, the moft torpid muft fed, the profa- Jy^j. ^** 
rmtion and downfal of their vifible deities. 
The firft hoftilities of Leo were direded agaihft a 
lofty ChriR. on the veftibule, and above the gate, 
of the pakce. A ladder had been planted for 
the sdOfatfr, but it was furiouily fhaken by a 
crowd of zealots and women: they beheld, 
with pious tranfport, the minifters of facrilegc 
tumbling from on high, and daihed againft the 
pavement ; and the honours of the ancient mar- 
tyrs were proftituted to thefe criminals, who 
juftly fufFered for murder and rebellion (2). The 
execution of the Imperial edifts was refifted by 
frequent tumult$ in Conftantinople and the pro- 
vinces : the perfoh of Leo was endangered, his 
officers were maffacred, and the popular en- 
thuflafm was quelled by the ftrongeft eflForts of 
the civil and miKtary power. Of the Archi- 
pelago, or Holy Sea, the numerous iflands were 
filled with images and monks : their votaries ab- 
jured, without fcruple, the enemy of Chrift, his 

(ti) The bolf confeflbr Tbeophines a^roves the principle of their re«> 
bellioo, Bhu tutu^im {»>oa ip 339^^. degory U (in Epifl. i atf 
Imp. Leon. Concil toAi.- viit p 661. 66 A») applauds tfie zeal of the 
fi/tidiuie. women who killed the -IfDpenal officers, 

I mother. 
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mother, and the faints: they irmed a fl^et of 
boats and gallies, difplayed their confecrated 
banners, and boldly fleered for the harbour of 
Conftantinople, to place on the throne a new 
favourite of God and the people. They de- 
pended on the fuccour of a miracle ; but their 
miracles were inefficient againft die Greek jfire ; 
and, after the defeat and conflagratlbii of their 
fleet, the naked iflands were abandoned to the 
clementy or juftice of the conqueror. The fon 
of Leo, in the firft year of his reign, had un- 
dertaken an expedition againft the Saracens : 
during his abfence, the capital, the palace, and 
the purple, were occupied by his kinfman Arta- 
vafdes, the ambitious champion of the orthodox 
faith. Thewprfhip of images was triumphantly 
reftored : the patriarch renounced his diflimu* 
lation, or diffembled his fentiments ; and the 
righteous claim of the ufurper was acknow- 
ledged, both in the new, and in ancidl^, Rome. 
Conftantine flew for refuge to his paternal moun- 
tains ; but he defcended at the head of the bold 
and afFeftionate Ifaurians ; and his final victory 
confounded the arms and prediftions of the fa- 
natics. His long reign was diftrafted with cla- 
mour, fedition, confpiracy, and mutual hatred, 
and fanguinary revenge : the perfecution of 
images was the motive, or pretence, of his ad- 
verfaries ; and, if they miffed a temporal dia- 
dem, they were rewarded by the Greeks with 
the crown of martyrdom. In every a£t of open 
and clandefline treafon, the emperor felt the un» 
forgiving enmity of the monks, the faithful flaves 
of the fuperflitlon to which they owed their 
riches and influence. They prayed, they preached, 
they abfolved, they inflamed, they confpired: 
the foiitude of Paleftine poured forth a tor- 
rent of inveftive ; and the pen of St. John 

Daxnaf* 
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Damafcenus(a2), the lad of the Greek fathers^ 
devoted the tyrant's head, both in this world and 
the next (23). I am not at ieifure to examine how 
far the monks provoked, nor how much they have 
exaggerated, their real and pretended fufferings, 
nor how many loft their lives or limbs, their 
eyes or ^ir beards, by the crueltv of the em- 
peror. From the chgftifement of individuals, 
he proceeded to the abolition of the order ; and, 
as it was wealthy and ufelefs, his refentment 
might be ftimulated by avarice and juftified by 
patriotifm. The formidable name and miflfion of 
the Dragon (24), his vifitor-general, excited the 
terror and abhorrence of the black nation : the 
religious communities were diflblved ; the build- 
ings were converted into magazines, or barracks ; 
the lands, moveables, and cattle, were confif- 
cated ; and our modern precedents will fupport 
the chatj^ that much wanton or malicious ha* 
vock wfPexercifed againft the relics, and even 
the books, of the monafteries* With the habit 
and profeflSon of monks, the public and private 
worfhip of images was rigoroufly profcribed; 
and it fliould feem, that a folemu abjuration of 

(it) Jnkni or Manfar, wm « noble ChriAUnof Dtin«rca«, who held • 
coafiderable «fHce io the fervice of the caliph. His zeal in the caufe of 
imagea expofed him U> the lerentmeqt and treachery of the Greek em* 
peiur ; and on the tvlpicron of a treafenable currelpoodence, he waa de* 
priveil of bii right h«od, which waf miracaloufly reftored by the Virgin. 
After ihiadeliveraoce) be refigned hie o/Ece, diftribated iili wealthy and 
baried himfelf in the monaftery of Sl Sabas, between Jerufal^m and the 
Dead Sea. The legend is famous ; but his learned editor, lather Lc' 
quien, has inluckily proved that St John Oamafcenas was atready ft 
monk before the Iconoclait difpute (Opera, torn, u Vn. St. Joan. Da« 
mafcen. p, 10—13. et Notas ad loc ). 

(23) After fending Leo to the devil, he introducea hia heir-p-re fAutfw 
a^tt ytnpfAtt^ ««i TDf IMX4«C <^VT« mut^OfMf iv l»a'Xw }«v«/btf9«(, (Ope- 
ra Damafcen. torn. i. p. 6t$.). If the authenticity of this piece be fuf- 
piciou% we are fore that in other works, no long^ extant, Damaiicenua 
bellowed on Conft ntine the titles of vio> MaMt/uid, Xf«r»/M«x*^ H'^^'^yi*' 
(torn. i. p 306.). 
- (24) In the narrative of this perfecotion from Thtophknes and Cedreaua^ 
Spanhetm ^p. i3S-<-x38.) ishapf^y to compare the Draco of Leo ^ith the 
dragoons (Dracones) of Louis XIV. ; and highly lolaces himfelf with 
this controvcilial poo. 

Vol. IX, I idolatry 
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idolatry ivas exafted ftom the fubfeas, or at leaft 
frctm the clergy, of the !Eaftcrn empire ^25)- 
it![« ^^ '^^^^ patient Eaft abjured, with reluaance, 
her facred images ; tbey were fondly cheriflied, 
and vigoroufly defended, by the independent 
zeal of tlie Italians. In ecclefiaftical rank and 
jurifdidkion, the patriarch of Con^^mtinople 
and the pope of Rome were nearly equal. 
But the Gteek prelate was a domeftic jlave 
under the eye of his mafter, at whofe nod 
he alternately paffcd from the convent to the 
throne and from the throne to the- convent. 
A diftant and dangerous ftation, amidft the Bar- 
barians of the Weft, excited the fpirit and free- 
dom of the Latin bifhops. Their popular eledion 
endeared them to the Romans : the public and 
private indigence was relieved by their ample re- 
venue ; and the weaknefs or negleft of thie em- 
perors compelled them to confult, bbd^n peace 
and war, the temporal fafety of the ci^ In the 
fchool of adverfity the prieft infenfibly im1>ibed 
the virtues and the ambition of a prince ; the 
fame charafter was affumed, the fame policy wa^ 
adopted, by the Italian, the Greek, or the Syrian, 
who afcended the chair of St. Peter; and, after the 
lofis of her legions and provinces, the genius and 
fortune of the popes again reftored the fupremacy 
of Rome. It is agreed, that in the eighth cen- 
tury their dominion was founded on rebellion, 
and that the rebellion was produced, and juftified, 
by the her^y of the Iconoclafts ; but the conduct 
01. the fecond and third Gregory, in this me- 
morable conteft, is, varioufly. interpreted by the 
wifhes of their friends and enemies. The By- 
zantine writers iinanimoufly declare, that> after 
a fruitlefs admonition, they pronounced the fe- 

(ij) TlfoyfAfXfAa, yAf i^ttrifx^i tULTtt VAcav ifap^t** mt lw9 mt ;^f(f«C 
avTih frivT^C yTTtfypa^'ai nut o/xyiflfat' ry atBtrno-eu m* irf9Tnwn^n rw 
o^irron itxovMV (Damflfc^n. Op. torn, i p. tfi$.). This oath and lub- 
fcription I do not remeipber lo have feeo in any noodern compilation. 
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paration of the Eaft and Weft, and deprived the 
£iciilegio^« tyrant of the revenue and fove* 
reignty of Italy. Their excommunication is ftill 
more de^r^y exprelTed by the Greeks, who be* 
held the accoo^liftment of the ps^al triumphs ; 
and as they are more ftrongly attached to their 
religion than to their country, they praife, in^- 
ftead of blaming, the zeal and orthodoxy of d\e& 
apoftolical men (26). . The modern champions 
of Rome are eager to accept the.praife and the 
precedent ; this ^eat and glorious example of 
the depolition of royal heretics is celebrated by 
the cardinals Baronius and Bellarmine (27) ; and 
if they are aiked, why the fame thunders were 
not hurled a^ainft the Neros and Julians of an- 
tiquity? they reply^ that the weaknefs of the 
primitive church was the fole caufe of her pa- 
tient loyalty (28). On this occafion, theeffeds of 
love and hatred are the fame ; and the zealous 
protefta^, who feek to kindle the indignation, 
and to alarm the fears, of princes and magif- 
trates, expatiate' on the infolence and treafon of 
the two Gregories againft their lawful fove- 
reign. (29). They are defended only by the mode- 

(t5) Ka< TW n«/wtiv e-w V4^ It«>mi vnt /?a«'iXimc avrv airtc^e^, 
fays Theophane« (Chronograph. p> 343. )> For thU Gregory !• ftyledby 
Cedrenos «y«f «iraroX(s«c (p- 4i;o.). Zooomit fpe<i6e« the thunder, 
tLvoBnfuuiTt vxMt^iMtt (torn. li. ]. xv. p. 104, 10$.). It may be cbrerve<f, 
that the Greeks are apt to coofoond the timet ind adiont of two Gre- 
gories 

(47) See Birenhiv Aonal. Eeclef. A D. 730, N<'4, $ : dignirm exem- 
plum ! Beilarmro, de Romano Ponti6ce, I. v. c 8. : mnlAavil earn 
parte imperii. Sigoniut, de Regno Iiaii*, 1« iti, Open, torn. ii. p. 169. 
Yet f«ch it the change of Italy, that Stgoolot it correaed by the editor 
of Milan, Philippat Argelatot, a Bologoefe, add fabjea of the 
pope. 

(a8) Qnod (i Chri(lianiolim oon depof^eront NerOBemantJulianftm, id 
fbit qoia de«raot vires temporaiet Cbriftiaois (hoacit Bellarmine, de 
Rom. Pont. 1. V. c. 7 ). Cardinal Perron a^Ids a diftinaioo more honour- 
able to the firft Chri^iant, bat imt tnore fatitfadory to modern princes— 
the treafiu of Kcretics tod tpolUtc*, who break their oath, belfe their (^oin, 
and renooDce their allegiance to Chi ill and hit vicir (Perroniana, p. 89). 

(t^) Take, as a Cpecimeo, ihe<.aatiotis Batnage (Hift. de rEgiife, 
p. 1350, I3s>-) ^^ ti^« vehement Spanheim (Hift. Intaginum), who« 
with an hundred more, tread in the teotttepe of the ceninriators of 
Magdeburgh. 

I 2 rate 
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rate Catholics, for the moft part, oftheGallican 
church (30), whorefpeft the faint, without approv- 
ing the fin. Thefe common advocates of the crown 
and the mitre circumfcribe the truth of fads by 
the rule of equity, fcripture, and tradition j 
and appeal to the evidence of the Latins (3 1 ),• and 
the lives (52) and epiftles of the popes them- 
felves. 
Ore' 0**^11 ^^^^ original cptftles, from Gregory the 
to'thclm- iccond to the emperor Leo, arc ftill extant (32) ; 
p«'^' and if they cannot be praifed as the moft perfect 
^' ' ^*^' models of eloquence and logic, they exhibit the 
portrait, or at Icaft the maik of the founder of 
the papal monarchy. " During ten pure and 
^' fortunate years," fays Gregory tcyhe emperor, 
*' wc have tafted the annual pomfort of your 
** royal letters, fubfcribcd in purple ink, with 
•* your own hand, the facrcd pledges of your 

'm 

(30) See Ltmioy (Opera, torn. t. ptrt ii.eptft, vii. 7 p. 4$^— 474*)* 
KattlU Alexander (Hiff. Sov. Teftamenti» fecul- viii. diflert. i. p 91— 
96), Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. p 215^ 116) and Ctannone (IftorFm Civile di 
NapoU, lom. i. p. 317— '310)4 • difciple of cheGalKctA fiphool. lathe 
field of controveify I alwavs pity the moderate party, who (land on the 
open middle ground expofed to the 6re of both (ides. 

(31) Tt^ey appeal to Paul Warnef.id, or Diicottat (de Geftia I«oii|0- 
bard. I. Vi. €.49. p. 5o5» 507. in Script. Ital. Muratori, torn. i. pmrai), 
mnd the nominal Anallafiua (de Vit. Pont, in Muraturi, torn. iii. pars i. 
Gregorios 11. p. i$4. Gregorios lit. p. 1^8. Zechnriasy p. 161. 
Stephanus IlL p. 16$. Paolus, p. 172. Stephanas IV. p. 174. Ha- 
drianus, p. 179. Leo III. p. 19$.). Yet I may remark^ that the true 
Aoaftaiins (Hift. Eixief. p. 134- edit. Reg.) and the UUlorim Mifcella 
{i. xxi. p- i$i. in torn. i. Script. Uai.), both of the ixth century,, 
tranilaie and approve the Greek text of Theophanes. 

(31) With forae minute difference, the molt learned critics, Lacas 
Holllenias, Scheleftrate, Ciampini, Bianchini, -Maratori [Prolegorneoa 
ad torn, iii pars i}, are agreed that the Libe*- Pootificalit wu compol'ed 
and continued by the apoOoiical librarians and notiiiea of the viiith and 
i-xth centuries ; and that the lalt and fmalleil part is the Work of An«- 
ftafius, whofe name it bears, i heftyle i» barharean, the narrative par- 
tial, the details are uif)iBg-<-yet it muft be read as a curious aothao^ic 
record of the timesw The epiflles of ihe popes are dUperfed id the vo> 
lames of Coonci^ls. 

(33) ^^^^ two Epifties.of Gregory 11. have been preferred in the AQs 
of the Nicene Council (torn. viii. p. 6^1—^74.). They are without a 
d«ce^ which is varioufly fixed, by Baronitts in the year 726^ hy Mara- 
tori (Annali dMtalia, torn. vi. p. ito.) in 729, and by Pagi 10730. 
Such is the force of prejudice that ibme papifit have praifed ibe good 
t'eote aod moderation of theie ietiert. 

\ _ ** attachment 
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^^ attachment to the orthodox creed of our fathers. 
*' How deplorable is the change ! how cremen- 
^* dous the fcandal !. You now accufe the Catho* 
" lies of idolatry j and, by the accufation, you 
** betray your own impiety and ignorance. To 
^' this ignorance we are compelled to adapt the 
" groflhefs of our ftylc and arguments : the firft 
** elements of holy letters are fufficient for your 
** confufion ; and were you to enter a grammar- 
" fchool, and avow yourfcif the enemy of our 
^^ worfiiip, the iimple and pious children would ^ 
** be provoked to call their horn-books at your 
^ head." After this decent falutation, the 
pope attempts the ufual diftindion between the 
idols of antiquity and the Chriftian images^ The 
former were the fanciful reprcrentations of phan- 
toms or daemons, at a time when the true God 
bad not manifefted his perfon in any vifible likt*'- 
ncfs. The latter are the genuine forn[)s of Chrift,- 
his mother, and his faints, who had approved, 
by a crowd of miracles, the innocence and 
merit of this relative wor(bip. He mufl indeed 
have trufted to the ignorance of Leo, lince he 
could ailerc the perpetual ufe of images, from 
the apoftolic age, and their venerable prefence in 
the fix fynods of the Catholic church. A more 
fpecious argument is drawn from prcfent pofleffi- 
on and recent praAice : the harmony of the 
Chriftian world fupercedes the demand of a ge- 
neral council; and Gregory frankly confefles, 
that fuch aflfemblies can only be ufeful under the 
reign of an orthodox prince. To the impudent 
and inhuman Leo, more guilty than an heretic, 
he recommends peace, filence, and implicit obe- 
dience to his fpiritual guidea of Conftantinople 
and Rome. The limits of civil and ecclefiafti- 
cal powers are defined by the pontiff, To the 
former he appropriates the body ; to the latter, 
thp foul ; the fwprd of juftice is in the hands of 

thq 



ii8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tlxe magiftrate : the more formidaUe weapon of 
excommunication is entrufted to the.clcrgy ; and 
in the exercife of their divine commiffion, a 
zeaIo4$ Ton will not fpare his offending father : 
the fucceffor of St. Peter may lawfully chaftife* 
the kings of the earth, '' Yon aflault us^ O 
" tyrant ! with a carnal and military hand : 
^^ unarmed and naked, we can only implore the 
" Chrift, the priocc of the heavenly hod, that* 
" he will fend unto you a devil, for the deftruc* 
** tion of your body and the falvatiop ofyaur 
•' foul. You declare, with foolifti arrogance^ 
*' I will difpatch my orders to. Rome': I will 
** break in pieces the image of SuPeter ; and 
**:. Gregory, like his predeceflbr Martin^»fhall be 
^* tranfported in chains, and in exile, . to the 
** foot of the Imperial throne. Would. taGod* 
*' that I might be permitted to tread. in the foot* 
** fteps of the holy. Martin ; but may the fate of 
*' Conflans fcrve as a warning to the perfecutors 
'^ of the church. After his juft.xdndemnatiati 
'> by the biAops of Sicily, tlie tyrant Was cut 
** off, in the fullneifs of his (ins, by a domeftic 
^ fcrvant: the faint is ftill adored by the "nations' 
^^ of Scythia, among whom he ended his ba- 
** nifhment and bis Ufc. But it is our'duty to 
*' live for the edification and fuppart of the 
** faithful people ; itor: are we reduced to rifk 
^' our fafety on the event of a co6ibat. Incapa- , 
'* ble as you are of defending your Roman fob- 
** jefts, the maritime fituation of the dty may 
f * perhaps expofe it to your depredation ; but 
*• we can remove to the di (lancer of four-and« 
*' twenty yiadia(^il)^ to the firft fort refs of the 

*^ Lombards, 

. (34) Etiwri-itrf •?« Cft^Mt Sire^W^* * ^fX^'f^^J^ P»fA«if uc niv X"^^. T*!* 
kaf*ir«n«ff. Hat Imayi Jtwjov T«f «^yi^c (EpifV 1. p. 6^4.). Thi&jprdxi- 
itiity of the Lombarcfs is hird of digMlion. 'C»ml!^.o Pellegrini (Snert. 
iy. de, Docatu Beneveoti, ia the Script Ital. ton-., .v , 171. 173;) fo.ci- 
biy reckons the xxivth ftadia, riot fr-ir. ?.':,?, f mi rom the limiu of 

the 
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<* Lombar4st ^^ then y ou may purfpe the 

'^ winds. Are you ignorant that the popes are 
*' the bond, gf union, the mediators of pc^ce, 
" between the Eaft and Weft ? The eyes of, 
^^ the nations are fixed on our humilit> ; and 
** they revere, as a God upon earth, the apoftlc 
•* St. Peter, whofe imagfJ you threaten to de- 
** ftroy(35). The remote and interior kingdoms 
" of the Weft prefent their homage to Chrilt 
" and his vicegerent ; and we now prepare to 
** vifit one of their moft powerful monarchs, 
" who defire^ to receive frqm our hands the fa- 
•* cramentof baptifm(36). The Barbarians have 
*• fubmitted to the yoke of the gofpcl, while 
** you alone arc deaf to the voice of the Shepherd. 
" Thefe pious Barbarians are kindled into rage ; 
** they thirft to avenge the perfccution of ,the 
** Eaft, Abandon your rafli and fatal enter- 
** prifc; rcfleft,; tremble, and repent. If you 
" periift, 'wt are innocent of the blood that will 
** be fpilt in the comeft j may it fall on your 
*' own h^ad.'* 

The firft affault of Ijco againft the images of J^^j'®*^®^ 
Conftanttnople had been witnefTed by a crowd of a*d. 71s, 
ftrangers frorn Italy and the W^cft, who rel?ited ^*^- 
with grief and indignation the facrilege of the 
emperpr. But on the reception of his profcrip- 
tive edid, they trembled for their domcftic 
deities j the images of Chrift and the Virgin^ 
of the angels, martyrs, and faints, were abo- 

the Rommn dvcby, to the firft foriref*, ferNps Sort, of the Lombardii. 
I rmtber believe tbmt Oregorj, witb the pedantry of the age> employs 
fiadia for miles, without moch €iH|Diry into the geonuie rocornre. 
(3$) '^''^ ««^«( |9«nXfMu mc )iM^«c *^ ^*^ VKiy%i«t tX!*^- 
(36) Am T9C irimftf ^vaut^ 'rv XtyfAwnt SMrrrrtf (p. 665. ), The pope 
sppeert to hevc impofed oa the ignorance of the Greeks : he lived and 
died in the Lateran ; and in his tinnc all the kingdoms of the WeH hsd 
embrace Ghriflianity. May not this noknown Septetm have Come re- 
ference to the chief of the Saxon Heptarciy^ to Ina king of WefTex, 
who. in tht pontificate of Gregory the lecood, vifited Rome, for the 
purpofe, not of haptifro, butol pilgrimage (Pagi, A. D, 689, No. t« 
A.D.7itf, No. 15.)? 

iifhed 
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lifhcd in all the churches of Italy ; acxi a ftrong 
alternative tn^as propofed to the Roman pontiff^ 
the royal favour as the price of his compliance, 
degradation and exile as the penalty.of his dis- 
obedience. Neither zeal nor policy allowed him 
to hefitate; and the haughty drain in which 
Gregory addrcffed the emperor difplays hi$ con- 
fidence in the truth of his doftrine or the powers 
of rcfiftancc. Without depending on prayers 
or miracles, he boldly armed againft the public 
enemy, and his pad oral letters admontfhed the 
Italian^ of their danger and their duty (37). At 
this fignal, Ravenna, Venice, ^md the cities of 
the Exarchate and Pcntapolis, adhered to the 
caufe of religion ; their military force by fca 
and land confided, for the moft parj, of the 
natives ^ and the fpirit of patriotifm and zeal 
was transfufcd into the mercenary flrangers. 
The Italians fwore to live and die in the defence 
of the pope and the holy images ; the Roman 
people was devoted to their father, and even the 
Lombards were ambitious to (hare the merit and 
advantage of this holy war. The moft treafon- 
ablc a(St, but the moft obvious revenge, was the 
deftrudion of the ftatues of Leo himfelf : the 
mo^i efFeftual and pleafing mcafure of rebellion, 
was the withholding the tribute of Italy, and de- 
priving him of a power which he had recently 
abufedby theimpofition of anew capitation (38). 

(37) I (limlltrtiifciibe the important md deciiive ptffagc of the Ljber 
PontificaliB. RefpicienB ergo pius vir nrbfanam principis joifionem, jtm 
contra Imperatorem qutii contra h/ievi fe armavit, renuehs haerefica 
ejus, fcribens ubtqye fe cavere ChriOiaaos eo quod orta fuifliet impietsia 
talis. I^ttur permoti orfinea Peotapolenfes, aique Venetiarum exerci- 
tm contra linperatoris jaflionem ret)iterunt : dicentes fe niinquam ia 
cjofdem pontificis coode/ceoderc oecem, fed pro ejas magic defenfiooe 
virtliterdecertare (p. 1^5.). 

(38) A ceujut^ or capitation, fay^ Anaftafiot (p. \$6.)\ % mod cr«LcJ 
tav, unknown to the Saracens ihemfeives, exclaims the sealoan Maim* 
bour^ (Hift. des Iconoclaitei, I. i.)« and Tbeophanea (p. ^44.),. wbo 
yllks of Pharaoh's numbering the male children of Itrael. This mode 
4)f taxation was fa niliar to the Saracens; and, moO-nolockily for the 
biltorian, it was imnofcd • few years afterwtrdti in France by his patron 
Lewis XIV. 

A form 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. iti 

A form of admintftratton was prcfervcd by the 
cleftion of magiftratcs and governors ; and fo 
high was the public indignation, that the Italians 
were prepared to create an orthodox emperor, 
and to conduA him with a fleet and army to the 
palace of Conftantinople. In that palace, the 
Roman bifhops, the fccond and third Gregory, 
were condemned as the authors of the revolt, and 
every attempt was made cither by fraud or force 
to feizc their perfons,. and to ftrike at their lives. 
The city was repeatedly vifited or aiTaulted by 
captains of the guards, and dukes and exarchs 
of high dignity or fecret truft ; they landed with 
foreign troops, they obtained fbmc domellic aid^ 
and the fuperftition of Naples may blufh that her 
fathers v^erc attached to the caufc of herecy. 
But thcfe clandeftine or open attacks were repel- 
led by the courage and vigilance of the Romans ; 
the Greeks were overthrown and maflacredy 
their leaders fufTered an ignominious death, and 
the popes, however inclined to mercy, refufed 
to intercede for thefe guilty vidims. At Rdven- 
va(39), the fevcral quarters of the city had long* 
cxcrcifed a bloody and hereditary feud ; in rcligi- 
ous controverfy they found a new aliment of 
faftion : but the votaries of images were fuperi- 
of in number or fpirit, and the exarch, who at- 
tempted to ftcm the torrent, loft his life in a po- 
pular fcdition. To punilh this flagitious deed, 
^nd reftore his dominion in Italy, the emperor 
fent a fleet and army into the Adriatic gulf. 
After fuffering from the winds and waves much 
lofs and delay, the Greeks made theii*defcent in 

(39) See the Liber Pooti6ctns of AgnetlDs (iivtfae Scnptores Rerom 
jtaliarnm of Muratort, torn. ii. pars i ), whofe deeper fhadc of Btr- 
«^nfm mtrks the diflference between Rome ind Ravenna. Yet we are 
'nrfebtedro him for fomc curious tnddomcftic fadb— <he quarters and fac- 
tions of Ravenna (p. i54)» the rereage of Joftinian 11. (p. 160, 161.)* 
^^tdeftalof the Greeks ;p. 170, 171 ), ficc. 

the 



m THE I>ECL1:NE AND FALL 

the neighbourhood of Ravenna: they threatened 
to depopulate the guilty capital^ and to imitatey 
perhaps, to furpafs the example of Juilinian the 
fecond, who had chaftifed a former rebellion by 
the choice and execotioo of fifty of the princi- 
pal inhabitants. The women and clergy in (ack- 
cloth and afhes, tay proftrace in prayer; the men 
were in arms for the defence of their country; 
the common danger had united the fai^ions, and 
the event of a battle was preferred to the flow 
miferies of a fiege. In a hard-fpi^ht day, as 
the two armies alternately yielded and advanced, 
a phantom was feen^ a vdce was heard, and 
Ravenna was vi^orious by the afiurance of vic- 
tory. The ftrangers retreated to their fbipsiy 
but the populous lea^coaft poured forth. a multi- 
tade of. boats; the waters of the Fo.werc fo 
deeply infected with blood, that during fix years, 
the public prejudice abftained from the filh of 
the. river ; and the Inflitution of. an annual feafl 
perpetuated the wor(hip of im^gea^ and the ab- 
horrence of the Greek tyrant. Amidft the tri- 
umph of the Catholic arms, the Roman pontiff 
convened a fynod of ninety-three biifaops againft 
ttie herecy of the Iconoclafts« With their con- 
fent, he pronounced a generaj excommimication 
againft all who by word or deed .(hould attack 
the tradition of the fathers and the inaages of the 
faints: in this fcntence the emperor was tacitly 
involved (40), but the vote of a laft and hopclcfs 
remonftrancc may fecm to imply that the anathe- 
ma was yet fufpended over bis guilty head. No 
fooner had they confirmfed their own fafcty, the 

'(40) Yet Leo "»«» undattbtedly conrprifec) in-the.fiqiiit . . . • iiiMgionni 
racrarum . • . . deftra£tor • . ., . extiterit fit extorris t corpore D. N. 
Jefu Chrifti vel totius ccclcfiae uoftftte. The caooniHs may decide whe- 
ther the. guilt or the name conftitutes the excommunication ; and the 
deciiion is of the laft importance t<^ their fafety, fince, according to the 
oracle (Gratian Cauf. xxtii. q.;$>c* -47. apod Spanheim, Hift. Im«g. p. 
ij I.), homicidat non effe qui excommunicatos trucidant. 

wor(bip 
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verihip of images, a^d the freedom of Rome 
aad Italy^ than the popes appear to har^e. ]:elaxed 
of their feverity, and to have fpared the relics 
of the By^imtine dominion. Their moderate 
CQUofels delayed ^nd prevented the ele^ti^n o£ a 
new emperor, and they 4^ho.rt^ the Italians noc 
to fepat^ie from the body of the R^rnan m^ 
aarchy. The exar(:h Was permitted to refide 
within th^ w^iUsof RayeAfia, a captive rather 
than a mafter ; and till the imperial coronation 
of Charlemagne, the goyernment of Rpme and 
Italy was ex^reifed in the name of the fucceiTois 
of ConAanlin^(4i . 

The liberty of Rpme^t yhich had been op<- ftepvbUc of 
preffed by the arms and arts of AuguftuSi was ^•"**" 
refcued, after f<?ven hundred and fifty years of 
fervittvi^e,. fm^ the perfequtiooi of hep the Ifaur 
rian. By the C«fars, the triumphs of the con- 
fuls had bean annihilated : in the decline atid fall 
of the efppire, the gf)d -i^rn^inus^ the facred 
boundary, had infenfibly receded- from th^.Qte^^ 
the Rhine^ the Danube, and the Euphrates; ai\4 
Rome was:redw:ed to her ancient territpryfrom 
Viterbo rp/l^jrragijjLa, apd. fx^m .Njarnf . tQ ih? 
mouth of the Tyber.(4z). When the kings w^f^ 
banifhed, the republic repofed on theJfirm bafis 
which had been founded by their wifdom and 
virtue. Their iperpetual jui'iftliftion wa& divided 
between two annual magiftrates : the fen?ite con- 

(41) Conipfcfcuit f^Ie (onfilititn Poptiijex, fpennj* converfioneii) prja-^ 
dpis'fAnaftas. p." i^6.), "SW lie dcfiftcrent ab aitiftre ct fide R, /. ad- 
jnoncbtt (p. 157 ). Thi;p<}f«» ftyle.L*^ Md-OiQ^oiiiie Cop">pymiii, 
imperatores et Domini, with the (Iraoge epiiret of Pif^mi. A famous 
Mol'aic of the Laterao (A. D. 798) reprefentR Chrift, who delivered 
the keys to St. Pe«er add the bafln^r'io Conditttlhe V. (Mhi'i^tbri, An- 
fiali dMtaSia, torn, vi. p. 337-)» 

(42) I bav% traced' Che Roman dutcby accordfltg to the maps, and t&e 
inapK according to the excellent diifenatioa, of hiih«r'B«retti (de Chilis 
graphia Ifaliae Medii i£vi, feift. xx. p. 216 — 3^.)* ^^^ ^ ""uft nicely 
obferve, that Viterbo is of Lombard foandaiion (p. 9ii.)» *^^ thatXer- 
raciaa was ufurped by the Greeks, 

tinned 
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tinued to exercife the powers of adtniiiiftration 
and counfel ; and the legiflative authority was 
diftributed in the aflerhblies of die people, by a 
Well-proportioned fcale of property and fervice* 
Ignorant of the arts of luxtiry, the primitive 
Romans had improved the fcience of govern- 
ment and war : the will of the community was 
abfolute; the rights of individuals werefacred:^ 
one hundred and thirty thoufand citizens were 
armed for defence or conqueft ; and a band of 
robbers and outlaws was moulded into a nation, 
defervirig of freedom and ambitious of glory (43 J. 
When the fovereignty of the Greek emperors 
was extinguifhed, the ruins of Rome prefented 
the fad image of depopulation and decay : her 
flavery was an habit, her liberty an accident ; the 
cflFefl: of fuperftition, and the objedl of her own 
amazement and terror. The laft veftige of the 
fubfiance, or even the forms, of the conftitution, 
was obliterated from the praftice and memory of 
theRomafis; and they were devoid of know- 
ledge, or virtue, again to build the fabric of a 
commonwealth. Their fcahty remnant, the oflf- 
fpring of ilaves and ftrangers, was defpicable in 
the eyes o( the viftorious Barbarians. As often 
as the Franks or Lombards expreffed their moft 
bitter^contempt of a foe, they called him a Ro- 
man; " ^nd in this name," fays the bifhop 
Liutprand*, ** we include whatever is bife, what- 
** ever is cowardly, whatever is perfidious, the 
*' extremes of avarice and luxury, and every 
" vice that can proftitute the dignity of human 

(43) On the extent, popoktiooy &rc of the Roman kiogdom, the reader 
may pernfe, with pleafore, the Difctnrs Pr/liminaire to the Repabliqi^e 
Romaine of M. de Keanfort (torn, i.), who wUi not b^ accolied of too 
mach cmdslitj for the earl/ a^et of Rome. 



" nature. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE; i«5 

^^ nature (44).'' By the neceffity of their fituation, 
the inhabitants of Rome were caft into the 
rough model of a republican government : they 
were compelled to eied . fome judges in peace 
and fome leaders in war:, the nobles aflembled to 
deliberate, and their refolves could not be exe- 
cuted without the union and confent of the mul- 
titude. Hie ftyle of the Roman fenate and peo- 
ple was revived (45), but the fpirit was fled ; and 
their new independence was difgraced by the 
tumultuous conflict of licentioufnefs and op- 
preffioB. The want of laws could only be fup- 
plied by the influence of religion, and their fo- 
reign and domeftic counfels were moderated by 
the authority of the bifhop. His alms, his fer- 
mons, his correfponde^ce with the kings and 
prelates of the Weft, his recent fervices, their 
gratitude, and oath, accuftomed the Romans to 
confider him as the firft magiftrate or prince of 
the city* The Chriftian humility of the popes 
was not offended by the name of Domnusj or 
Lord ; and their face and infcription are ftill ap- 
parent on the moft ancient coins (46). Their tem- 
poral dominion is now confirmed by the reve- 

(44) Qpot (Roman9>) nos, Loogobardi fctlicet, Saxonei, Frapci, Lo- 
thtringif Bajoarii, Suevi, Borgundiones tamo dedigntmur ut inimicot 
noftros commotio nil mliod contnmeliarain nifi Romane, dicamoe : hoc 
folo, id eft Romtnorum nomine, qaicquid ignobilitatis, qoicquid tihnidi- 
ttus, qoicquid avaritise, quicqoid tuxuria;, quicquid rtiendacii, immo qux- 
quid vitiornro eft compreheodentca (Liutpraodi^ io Legat. Script. Iial. 
torn. ii. pars i. p. 481.). For the fins of Cato or Tuily, Mines might 
Uve impofed, as a fit penance, the daily perufal of this barbarous paf- 
fige. ^ . 

(4S)Pipino regi Francorum, omnia fenatus, atque. univerfa populi ge- 
neralitasa Deo fervaue Romanae urbia. Codex Carolin. epift. 36. io ScHipc. 
Ua). torn. iii. pars ii. p 160. T|ie names of feiiatas and ^pator wer« 
never totally ext^nft (DiflTert Chorograih p. »i6, ^\^.)\ but in the 
middk ages . they Tighified little more than nobiles optimates, &c. (Da- 
cange, Gloff. Latin). 

(46) See Mvratori, Antiquit. Iialise Medii i£vi, torn. ii. di(rertat. xxvii. 
P>^48. On one of thefe coins we read Hadrianus Papa (^. D. 772); 
on the reverfc. Via: DDNN. with the word CONOB^ which the Pere 
Josbert (Science des Medailiej!, torn. ii. p* 4%.) explains by COiVllanti- 
•opoli Officina B {fecMuda). ._ ' 

rence 
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rence of a thoufend years; and their ndbleff 
titk is the free choice of a peop4e, Avliom they 
had redeemed, from flarery. 
Rome at- In the quat^cls of ancient Greece, the holy 
uckedby people of £lis 6£^ayed a perpetual peace, under 
todt^A.D. the prote£kion of Jupiter, and in the exercilfe of 
730-7 sa- the Olympic gamea (47). Happy would it have 
been for the Romans,': if a fimilat piivilege had 
guarded the patrimony of St* Peter from the ca- 
lamities of war ; if the Chriftians', who vifited 
the holy threflioid, w6uld hare flieaihed their* 
fwords in the prefence of the apoftle and his fuc- 
ceffor. Bi>t this myftic circle could have been 
traced only by the wand of a legiHator and a 
fage : this pacific fyilem was incompatible with 
the zeal aiad ambition pf the popes : their Ro- 
mans were not addi^bed^ like the inhabitants of 
£lis, to the innocent and placid labours of agri- 
culture ; and the BaTbarians of Italy, though 
foftened by the climate, .were far below the Gre- 
cian ftates in the inftitutidns of public and pri- 
vate liffe. A meinorable example of repentatice 
and piety was exhibited by Liutprand king of 
the Lombards. In arms, at the gate of the Va- 
tican, the conqueror liftened to the voice of 
Gregory the fecond (48), witbdrew his troops, re- 
figned his conquefts, refpeftfully vifited the 
church of St, Peter, and, after performing his 
devotions, offered his fword and dagger, his 
cuirafs and mantle, his filver crofs, and his crown 
of gold, on the tomb of the apoftle* But this 
religious fervour was the illufion, perhaps the 
artifice, of the moment ; the fenfe of intercft is 
ftrong and lifting ; the love of arms and rapine 

(47) See Weft's DKrerUtion oh the Olympic Games (Pindsir, vol ii . p. 
31—36. edition in ii'"*'), and the judicious refle£ti ^ns of Polybius (torn. 
L !• iv. p. 466. edit. Gronov ). 

(48) The fpcech of Gregory to the Lombard i$ finely compofeii by 
Sigonias (de Regno hallae, 1. iii. Opera, torn, iu p. 173.), who imitatet 
4h» Uctoce and the fpirit of SaUuil or L»ivy. 

was 
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\ras co&genial to the Lombards ; and both the 
prince and people were irrefiftibly tempted by 
the diforders of Italy^ the nakedneis of Rome, 
and the uitwarlike profeffion of her new chief. 
On the firft «di£ts of the emperor, they declared 
themfelves the champions of the holy inuges : 
Liutprand invaded the province of Romagna, 
which had already affumed that difUndive ap- 
pellation ; the Cadiolics of the Exarchate yield- 
ed without reludance to his civil and military 
power ; and a foreign enemy was introduced for 
the firft time into the ' impregnable fortrefs of 
Ravenna. That city and fortrefs were fpeedily 
recovered by the adive diligence and maritime 
forces of the Venitians ; and thofe faithful fub- 
jefb (^yed the eichortation of Gregory himfelf, 
in feparating the perfonal guilt of Leo from the 
general caufe of ihe Roman empire (49). The 
Greeks were lefs mindful of the fervice, than 
the Lombards of the injury: the two nations, 
hoftile in their faith, were reconciled in a dan- 
gerous and unnatural alliance ; the king and the 
exarch marched to the conqueft of Spoleto aod 
Rome: the ftorm evaporated without efie£l, 
but the policy of Liutprand alarmed Italy with a 
vexatious alternative of hoftility and truce« His 
fucceffqr Aftolphus declared himfelf the equal 
enemy of the emperor and the pope : Ravenna 
was fubdued by force or treachery (/sO), and this 
final conqueft eKtinguiihed the feries of the ex- 
archs, who had reigned with a fubordinate 
power lince the time of Juftinian and the ruin of 

(49) Tb« Venetian hiftoriana, John Sagorninus (Cbron. Venet. p. 13.) 
»d the doge A;Kir«w Dandofo (Scripcores Rer. Itml. tonri. xii. p, iii;.), 
^*ve preferved this epiftle qf Cre^ry. The I of* and recovery of Ra- 
veooa arc mentioned by Paulas DiaconNs (de pefl. Longobard. 1. vi. c. 
49 54. In Script. Ital. torn. i. pars i. p. 506^^08.); but our chronolo- 
gifts, Pagi, Muratori, &c. canonot afcertain the date or circamftances. 

{^0) The opinion will depend on the various reading.'^ of th« MSS. of 
AoaftaGas— Jrrir^/rtf/, or de€erfftrmt (Script. ItaK U>m. iii. pars i. p. 

the 
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the Gothic kingdom. Rome was fummoned to 
acknowledge the viftorious Lombard as-her law- 
fiilfovereign; the annual tribute of a piece of 
gold wa$ fixed as the ranfom of each citizen, 
and the fword of deitrudion was unOieathed to 
exaft the penalty of her difobedience. The 
Romans hefitated ; they entreated ; they com- 
plained; and the threatening Barbarians were 
checked by arms and negociations, till the popes 
had engaged the friendihip of an ally and aven- 
ger beyond the Alps ( 5 1 ). 
Her deli- In his diftrefs, the firft Gregory had implored 
?epior ^^ *^ aid of the hero of the age, of Charles Martel, 
A. D. 754. who governed the' French monarchy with the 
humble title of mayor or duke ; and who, by his 
fignal viftory over the Saracens, had faved his 
country, and perhaps Europe, from the Maho- 
metan yoke. The ambaffadors of the pope were 
received by Charles with decent reverence ; but 
the greatnefs of his occupations, and the ihortnefs 
of his life, prevented his interference in t||e af- 
fairs of Italy, except by a friendl)[ and ineflfeaual 
mediation. His fon Pepin, the heir of his pow- 
er and virtues, aiTumed the office of champion of 
the Roman church ; and the zeal of the French 
prince appears to have been prompted by the 
love of glory and religion. But the danger was 
on the batiks of the Tyber, the fuccour on thofe 
of the Seine; and our fyitipathy is cold to the 
telation of diftant mifery. Amidft the tears of 
the city, Stephen the third embraced the gene- 
rous refolution of vifiting in perfon the courts of 
Lombardy and France, to deprecate the injuftice 

(51) The Codex Cirollnu* is a colle£tioo of the Ep'ftles of the Popei 
to Charles Martel (whbm ihey ftylc Sabregulntjy Pepin, and Chailc* 
magne, as far as the year 79r, when it was formed by the laft of thele 
princes. Hiii original and authentc MS. (Bibliothecoe Cubicularis) \t now 
in the Imperial library of Vienna, and has been pabUfhed by Lambecius 
• . and Muratori (Script. Rerum ItaJ. torn. ii(. pars ii.p. 75, dec.)* 

of 
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of his enemy, or to excite the pity and indig- 
nation of his friend. After foothing the public 
defpair by litanies and orations, he undertook 
this laborious journey with the ambafladors of 
the French monarch and the Greek emperor. 
The king of the Lombards was inexorable ; but 
his threats could not filence the complaints, nor 
retard the fpeed, of the Roman pontiff, who 
traverfed the Pennine Alps, repofed in the ab- 
bey of St. Maurice, and haftened to grafp the 
right hand of his protestor ; a hand which was 
never lifted in vain, either in war or friendfliip. 
Stephen was entertained as the viiible fucceilbr of 
the apoflle ; at the next affembly, the field of 
March or of May, his injuries were expofed to 
a devout and warlike nation, and he repaffed 
the Alps, not as a fuppliant, but as a conque- 
ror, at the hie^d of a French army, which was 
ted by the king in perfon. The Lombards, af- 
ter a weak refiftance, obtained an ignominioue 
peace, and fwore^ to reftore the pofTeflions, and 
to refpeft the fanSity, of .the Roman church. 
But no fooner was Auolphus delivered from the 
prefence of the French arms^ than he forgot 
his proinife and refented his difgrace* Rome 
was again encompafled by his arms; and Stephen^ 
apprdienfive of fatiguing the zeal of his Trani. 
falpine allies, enforced his complaint and requeft, 
by an eloquent letter in the name and perfon of 
St. Peter himfelf (5a). The apoftle afTutes his 
adoptive Tons, the king, the clergy, and the 
nobles of France, that dead in theflefh, he is 
ftill alive in the fpirit ; that they now hear, and 
mull obey, the voice of the founder and guar r 

(si) See this moft extrtordioftry letter in the Qodek Ctrolinat, epift. 
iii. p. 92. The rnemies of the po]»e8 have chained tbem with fraud aod 
blat'phexny \ yet they fnrely meaot to perlaade nthtr tbao deceive* This 
iotrodoaiou of the deed, er of. immontitt wat fiiittitiar fit the aacteot 
orators, tboogh it U eiccotcd •• thit occafieiK i& Che rude faibion i^ tlve 

"*VoL.IX. K dian 
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^Q of the Roman dbmdh 1 tha4) tlie Viigia^ tht 
90gel$> the £iinta, a&d die oiaityss^ and aU llie 
hoft of hoftTep^ itfuniinDttfly nr^ the requeft, 
;md vriU con&fs the o^Ugatbn; Aat riches^ 
yi^^y, aad paradife^ vill crown their pious 
^nteipfife^ aftd that etearaal damnatioit will he 
the penalty q£ their negled, if' they foffer his 
tomb^ his teoipk^ and his pexsfdq, to fali^ ieito 
^^ hands of the perfidious Loidhards^ The 
iecoi^d expedition of Pepm was xtot lefs rs^tid 
dXid fcartwiate than, the. firft : St. Peter was £itif- 
%d» Rome was again fared^ aud Afiolphus was 
tinfgfaft the lefl<»p^ of juftice and fincer^ by the 
ioourge of a foreign mafti^. After this double 
^haft&ment, the Lombards langiuflied about 
tewm!^\ ysars; iu a, ftafee of langfour and decay. 
JButmdir minds were not yet hianihied to their 
GOttdttiaa; and in&ead of affb^ing tbe pacific 
virtues of the feeble, they pe evifttly haraEfSsd the 
Romans: wiith a repettttoa of daizns^ e^aibons^ 
isnd inroadsy whidi they mtdertook wzthont re^ 
fieOifm and terminated without ^ory. On eidier 
fide^ their eacpitiaig mbnarchy was^prei^edby the 
21^ ^ndpitid8n<;e of pope Adrian the fiadOb, the 
^enuis, :d)e idrDuney and greatnefs of Charlie* 
magii^ tite fpa of Pej»n; tbefe heroes of the 
cimnch and ftate were united in public aud do- 
nis(Mc Jbiendftip^ and while they trampled on 
^e: profttate, dbiey varniflied their proceedings 
with the faicefli codours of equity and mixicTati- 
oBs(53); The pafles of the Alps^ and the walls 
of Pavia^ were the only defence of die Lom- 

* ($3)^Bxq^p^ io ti»^ 4^?^5t ^ ^^^^^*^ o( Dt^fTinn^ whqRi. Chif* 
Icmagire repudiated ftoiahquocnmioe. "Pope StepKen IV} harf rnrft fu- 
rioufly oppofed the tUimnce of m noble Frank— cam per£da, horridi, 
neq^keodi&i fdetenctflcoiis^ iwt-i^ae ]Uoogob«r4(»riifiH-to whombe-impotes 
1^ fica^ttfifi^fteprory (Cfl4« GtioUa. «)i(t. 4$. p. 17^1 1791). Another 
realbaaguali die nuwrrUf O: wts the exiitCQfie of « firft: wile (Mui4(tort^ 
AiMi d)h*M«, tomr.vi fu 9^%^ «i^- V^%, ^i^h Bi«tChftrl<ni»siie>ia* 
M^^ hifQ&tf ia,UM Ame4Mi.«f polyeMPi^or «Bi|cttfets«fe. 
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bard^ ; die hrmet mdtn Airpf iftel, iht Hmt 
w€te iav^ed, by the fon of Pcfrin j and aftw i [^^•IJ •^ 
blockade •of t«ri3 y6ar$, Di^d^kis, ^ laft^byChari/* 
their fiiative {^l^eek, ftiiteftdered his ftt^re a^ 5J*«^*» 
his dapit^. Under the ddmintcm of a fotfefgn ' ^^ ' 
king, but in the pofleflion of their natioiif&l l^ws^ 
the Ldttbard^ became the brethren, v^^^ Mmi 
the fiibje6te, of the Franlds ; who derived theit 
bloi^d, and manners, and language, from ^hfe 
fame Germanic origin{54)» 

The mutual obligatlbns of the popes and the Jgl.^,"** 
Carlovingian family, form the importkgt link df mtga*! 
ancient and modern, of civil and ecclrfis,lKcal) ^*^^*jf 
Inftiory. in the donqueft bf Italy, itie chattipioni a/d. nu 
bf die Ronum church obtained a fa^ourabfe oc^ 7 $3 7<<- 
tarx>ti, a 'fpecious ^itle, the ^ihts olF the people, 
die prayers and mtrigvres of the clevgy . But the 
motl e^ntial gifts ot the popes to the Oariovin- 
^sm race 'trere the dknhieis of king of Fraxice, 
(55)and of patrician of Jlome. t Under thefater^- 
dotal monalrchy of St. Peter, the nations begaft 
to refume the pra&ke of feeking, on the banks 
of the Tyber, their kings, their laws, and the 
oracies of their fate* The Fr^ks wei^e perplexed 
between the name and fubftsmce of thc^ govern- 
ment. All the powers of royalty weire exerdfed 
by Pep^, mayor ^ the palace ; and nothing, 
exc^ the regal title, was wanting to his ambition. 
His enemies were crulhed by his valour; his friends 
were multiplied by his liberality ; his father had 
been thefaviour ofChriftendom; and the claims 
of perfonal merit were repeated and ennobled in a . ^i 

($4) Sre>(|it Aiialli d*Itdlb 4f Murliorl, lotti. vi. ind tbe (hrce .firO: 
iliflertatioflrof his Aotiquiuret It»liff Mt4ii JEvi^ torn. i. 

($$) BifiUeB (he «6mmoo hiflWriini, thre6 Frtench <:rit?ci, LiVfiojr 
(OpeM, 'lOBi J ▼. pari i|. I ▼». «pift. 9. p. 477*-4^70» (f^gi 'Critic^, 
A. D. 7$i, N*» I — 6. A. D. 75a, N^'i — 10.), and NttalU Alexander 
{Hfft. Novi Teftameoti, diflertat. ii. p. 96-— 107 )« have treated thia 
fubjcft of the d^pofition of Childeric with learning and attention, 
but with a ftrosg bias to lava the indepandeoce. of the crown. Yet they 
are hard prelTed by chf lexta which thef produce of £giiihard> Theo' 
|)ha«e9, and the old ianais, LaarelhamcaCii, Fuldeort?) toifielani. 
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defcent of four generations. The nan>e and 
image of royalty was ftill preferved in the laft 
defcendant of Clovis^ the feeble Childeric ; but 
his obfolete right could only be ufed as an in- 
ftrument of fedition : the nation was defirous 
of reftoring the fimplicity of the conftitution ; 
and Pepin, a fubjeft and a prince, was ambitious 
to afcertain his own rank and the fortune of his 
family. The niayor and the nobles were bound, 
by an oath of fidelity, to the royal phantom : the 
blood of Clovis was pure and facred in their eyes ; 
and their common ambaflfadors addreflfed the. Ro- 
man pontiff, to difpel their fcruples, or to abfolve 
their promife. The iatereft ,of pope Zachary, 
the fucceffor^ the two Gregories, prompted 
him to decide, ^nd to decide in their favour : he 
pronounced that the nation might lawfully unite^ 
in the fame perfon, the title and authority of 
king ; and that the unfortunate Childerig, a vie* 
tim of the public ,fafety, fhould be degraded, 
Ihaved, and confined in a monallery for the re- 
mainder of his days. An anfwer, fo agreeable 
to their wifties, was accepted by the Franks, as 
the opinion of a cafuift>xithe fenteuce of ajadge, 
or the oracle of a prophet; the Merovingian 
race difappeared from the earth ; and Pepin was 
exalted on a buckler by the fufFrage of a free 
people, accudomed to obey his laws and to march 
under his Aandard. His coronation was twice 
performed, with the fanftion of the popes, by 
their moft faithful fcrvant St. Boniface, the 
apoftle of Germany, and by the grateful hands 
of Stephen the third, who, in the monaftery of 
St. Denys, plajced the diadem on the head or his 
benefador. 'j.^he royal unftion of the^ kings of 
Ifrael was dexti^oufly applied ( j6}: the fucceffor of 

St. 

(s6) Not abfolutely for tfie firfl time. Ofi-a lefs etinfpictioni thettre, 
it had been nfed, in the vi'b and tiith centariet, by the prov-ncial bi- 
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St. Peter afiumed the charafter of a divine am- 
baflador : a German chieftain was transformed 
into the I^ord's anointed ; and this Jewiih rite 
has been difFufed and maintained by the fuperfti- 
tion and vanity of modem Europe. The Franks 
were abfolved from their ancient oath ; but a 
dire anathema was thundered againft them and 
their pofterity, if they fhould dare to renew the 
fame freedom of choice, or to eleft a king, ex. 
cep^ in the holy and meritorious race of the Car. 
loviBgian princes. Without apprehending the 
future danger, thefe princes gloried in their 
prefent fecurity ; the fecretary of Charlemagne 
affirms, that the French fceptre was transferred 
by the authority of the popes (57) ; and, in their 
boldeft enterprifes, they infift, with confidence, 
on this lignal and fuccefsful adt of temporal ju* 
rifdiaion. 

IL In tlie change of manners and language, the Patridtok 
patricians of Rome (58) wcr« far removed from®^^^*- 
the fenate of Romulus, or the palace of Conftan- 
tine, from the free nobles of the republic, or 
the iiditious parents of the emperor. After the 
recovery of Italy and Africa by the arms of Juf- 
tinian, the importance ^md danger of thofe re- 
mote provinces required the prefence of a fu- 
preme magiftrate ; he was indifferently ftyled the 
exarch or the patrician ; and thefe governors of 

ihopi of Brit«iii and Sptio. The royal vn^ion of Coaftftittioopte waa 
borrowed from the Latins in the lad, age of the empire. Conftaotioe 
Manaflet mentions that of Charlemagne aa a Foreign, Jewifh, incompre- 
henfible ceremony. See SeldeoV Titlea of 'Honour, m hia ^o;^a^ yoK 
111 part i p. a34.— 249. . v ' 

U?) Sec Eginhard, in VirS Carol! Magoi, C i. p. 9, Jrc. c. iii. p. 44. 
Childeric was dcpofed— y«^, the Carlovingiana were eftab!iftied^tf«<ff«- 
n'/o/r, Pontificia Romani. Laonoy, ^c. pretend that thefe ftrong worda 
»rc fofceptible of a very foft interpretaifon. Be it foj yet Eginhard un- 
dcrftood the world, the court, and the tatiit language. ' 

(58) For the title and powera of patriciin of Rome, fee t)ucange 
(Cloff. Latin, torn. v. p. 149-^1^1.) Pag] Critica, A. D- 740, N®^— 
iiOfMuratori (Annali d*ttaiia, torn. vi. p. 508^319 }, and St. Marc 
(Abre^'e Chronofogt(]ne de l*ltaUe, tm*. i. p. 379—3551.), Of thefe, 
the Praocifcan Pagi ia the moft difpofrd to make the patrician a lieuie- 
iiutof the church, rather th»n of the empire. 

Ravenna, 
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Ravettitt;, who fill \hmf phtt in the chfwiGJQgy 
of princcft^ extended tfeds jurifdi^on ^ver the 
Romah city, SSacje :tfe^. revolt of Italy wd the 
loffe of the Exarchatei. tfee: diftrefe of the Homitfi^ 
had exa^ed fojne fiictiike! of their iAdepeadenccw 
Yet» even in tid$ ifcflt, thtj exereifed the right of 
dHpofing of titwmifelyei;. gtttd the decrees of the 
fetiate and people ftLOfidlively invefted Chwles 
Marteliaixidhls poftorky , with the honours of patrif 
ciahr of Roim. Thes leadewi of ai powerful naiion 
would have difdained a. fervil^ title and fubor* 
donate office ; but the reign of the Greek em* 
perors was fiifpended i and^ in the vacancy of 
the emph^ thiy derived a mor^ glorious com- 
miflion from the pope and the r€$>uUic. The 
kosmiiBt atnba&tdorQ prefented thefe patricians 
W9it& the k^$ of tlte (brims of St- Peter ^ as a 
pledge and fymbol of fovereignty ; with a holy 
banni^r^ width k wasi thmr fci^. 9^ duty to un- 
StxA in thedfifcntiet o^ the <fearch and city(59). In 
tii« tim& of Ghftc}^JVIdr.td. and of Pr^i^^. tibe 
ifttej^ofeioft q£ the Lombard kii^[doi» qovewd 
thft fr^dpin, white: it ihteat«aed tbs &f«3f, of 
Rpmei and^ Ike fttrkkiM rc^efent^ only the 
titK the feryicc^ the? -^Jlfence, of thefh diftant 
pifote^^s^ Tho power and poUcy of Charle*^ 
Wit^, annihilaittdl an en^ny^ and impofod a 
ViaS^rA In hii fiisft villt to the capit^ he, wa9 re^ 
ceived with all the hdnours which had formerly 
been paid to the exatch, the reprefentative of the 
empetot i and thefe hoxioiws obtained Ibme new 
decoitikdons from the joy ahd gratitude of pope 

(50) Tht p4pal,tdv«c«te8,ctq (pfteo,tl^p ffroboKc metiupj^of thr bjuw« 
«od tpc keys» but the (^yll^of td re^imm dimifimuis, or dueximut (Co- 
dex Carolifl. epift. i.. toai, ijK |)«rf j|.jp, 76- j, recm#t«tl|pw •£ np.pnl- 
liatioQ Q« efc«p«. fn the M$, qf %h% Vijepoa library/ ihey. i«ad», ini^ead of 
remph r^^um^ prayer or, re<iueft',(Cee DQcange) ; and th/e tojiMj vf 
Chalet. Marvel iffubvertod by ibt* important oo|>r;eaioq^ (Oa(|dMi>-iil faiif 
CrktcaiJ^refatei Anoaiid.*it«tia»(o»o. xy&. p..$(5 — 9^.)^ 

Adrian 



A&rklilhe firft (6o). l^fbdnel* i^^ \^ ihf&ttAtd 
of the fyfdden kpptoadi of tire xtioilGtreb, ihm 
he difpttth^d iht m^giktAte^ and nobles of Rom6 
td meet Mm^ with the b^^er,* aboiit thiMy mites 
from the dty. At the ^iftance of the mile, the 
Fiamii^aui way wafs ItMd with i}titfeh$ols^ or na^ 
doiial comtfttliiifies^ df Gl-eek^^ LonibardSji 
Saxons^ 4tt.x the Rom&n youth wa^ xmit&t 
aitM ; aiid the children df a tnot^ tehdef ag^, 
with fiahhiB aiid ^liv^ brandies m their hands, 
chauiitect ^ p^aifes of their great deKverer. At 
li&e a^^ea of %h^ holy cro^fels, and etifO^s df thit 
fiiMts^ 1^ <fi&»ottnted fNHA hi6 hdrfe^ led 4he 
pMceffiofi of his nobleft to the Vatican, tod, 
a$ he alc^nded the flairs, d^Votitly kifled each 
ftep of ^ tbi^oid of the apofties. In &e por- 
tko, Adrian expeded him at the head of hi» 
clergy y lb#y embraced, ds friteds and equals ; 
but iii &^ march to the altar^ the king or pa-* 
trkiart^ aibittsd the righthaiid of the pope. Nor' 
wa6 the Frank cdnteni vAxk thefe vain sind empity 
d«l^otsll:fi^ydoti& of refpe^t. In ^ tweiify-&t 
years ch^ ekji^^d, between theeo^hqueft of Loih- 
bardy^^ li^ fiEl>fpeFiai corcmati^il, Rotrie, which 
had be^l^ deliv'ered by tiie fword, was fiib^£^^ 
as hi^ 4mtk^' to the feeptre of Charlemagne. The 
peopife f#(^e allegiance to his perfoti^ ai^d faii^ily i 
in his nam^ nioney ^a^ e^iied, and jtfftice was 
adimidifl^red ; and the eledionof the popes^wa<si 
examined and confirmed by his authority. Ex- 
cept an original and felf-inherent claim of fover-' 
cignty, there was not any prerogative remaii^ingj 
which, the title of emperor could add to the pa- 
trician of R6m« (6i ). 

The 

{5o) la the ftutKeatic narrative of this ; cceptiota, the Liber Pootificalit 
obferves-r^bviam illi cjiw fanftita* dirigens vcnerabile* crocea, id ell 
%oa ; ficttt mot e(l ad exaf-ckuxn^ aut pairiciom rafciprendum, cans cum 
fOgenti honore Pufctpi feck (.torn. iii. part i. p. iSg.). 

(6i) PkuIoB biaccnus. Who vi^rote before the empire oT Charleina|ne, 
4tfcri^ Rome' «s hit (abjea city— veftr« civiutet (ad Poippciom ref- 

tiim). 
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Dontttofii r The gratitude of the Garlovingiws was adc- 
cha?e^*" quate to thefe obligations, and their names are 
j^8"«'^ Gonfecrated, as the faviours and benefadors of 
^^*' tjhe Roman church. Her ancient patrimony of 
farms and houfes was transformed by their bounty 
into the temporal dopiinion of cities and pro^ 
yinces ; aQd the donation of the exarchate was the 
firft fruits of the conquefts of Pepin (62). Aftal- 
phus with a (igh relinquiChed his prey ; the keys 
and the hoftagesof the principal cities were de- 
livered to the French ambaiiador ; and, in his 
mailer's name, he prefented them before th^ 
tomb of St. Peter. The ample meafure of me 
Exarchate (63) might comprife all the provinces 
of Italy which had obeyed the emperor and his 
vicegerent ; but its Arid and proper limits were 
Ulcluded in the territories of Ravenna, Bologna^ 
and Ferrara : its infeparable dependoKry was the 
Pentapolis, which ftretched along the Adriatic 
fjTom Rimini to Ancona, and advanced into the 
midland country as far as the ridges of the 
Apennines In this tranfadion, the ambition and 
avarice of the popes hits been feverdy condemned. 
Perhaps the humility of a Chriftian prieft fhould 
- have rejeded an earthly kingdom, which it was 
not eafy for him to govern without renouncing, 
the virtues of his profeflion. Perhaps a faithful 
fubjed, or even a generous efiemy, would have 
been lefs impatient to :ciivide the fpoils of the 

turn), fuis aJdIdit fceptrls (de Metenfis Ecclefi* EpifcopM). Some Car- 
lovingtan medals, ftrock at Rome, have engaged Le Blaoc to write aa 
elaborate, thougli partia', dUTen.ttioQ on their authoruy at Rome, both 
as patricians alijd emperors ( Amfterdam, 1^92, in 4**)* 

(6i)Mo(heicfe3 (Inftitution Hift. Ecdef. p 163.) weighathis dooatioo witli 
fair and deliberate pracience The original %€t ba« never been produced ( 
but the Liber PontificaiiB reprefenCs (p. I7i.)« *°d the Codex Carolinus 
rappofes, this ample gift. Both are contemporaty records ; and the 
laiier is the more authentic, fince it has been preferved^ not in the papal, 
but the Imperial library.. 

(55) Between the exorbitant cla'ms, and narrow concefllions, of intereft 
and prejudice, from which even Nfnratori (Antitjuitat. tom 1. p. 63-— 
68.) isnot exempt, I have been gtiided, in the limits of the Exarchate" 
and Pentapolis, by \he DifTertatio Chorographica italic Medii ^vi, tom. 
X p. 160—180. 

Barbarian ; 
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Barbarian ; and if the emperor had entruited 
Stephen to folicit in his name the reftitution of 
the Exarchate, I will not abfolve the pope from 
the reproach of treachery and falfehood. Biit in 
the rigid interpretation of the laws, every ofte 
may accept, without injury, whatever his bene- 
fad:or can beftow without injuftice. 1 he Greek 
emperor had abdicated or forfeited his right to 
the Exarchate ; and the fword of Aftolphus was 
broken by the ftronger fword of the Carlovin- 
gian. It was not in the ca ufe of the Iconoclaft that 
Pepin had expofed his perfon and army in a 
double expedition beyond the Alps : he poffet 
fed, and might lawfully alienate, his conquefts ; 
and to the importunities of the Greeks, he pioufly 
replied, ths^t no human confideration fhould tempt 
him to refume the gift which he had conferred 
on the Roman pontiff for the remiifion of his 
fins and the £alvation of his foul. The fplendid 
donation was granted in fupreme and abfolute 
dominion, and the world beheld for the firfl time 
)a ChrifUan bi(hop invefled with the prerogatives 
of a temporal prince ; the choice of magiitrates, 
the exercife oit juftice, the impofition of taxes, 
and the wealth of the palace of Ravenna. In 
the dififolution of the Lombard kingdom, the in* . 
habitants of the duchy of 3poIeto; (64) fought a 
refuge from th^ dorm, fhaved their beads after the 
Roman faihion, declared themfelves the fervants' 
and fubjeSs of St. Peter, and completed, by this 
voluntary furrender, the prefent circle of the 
eccleiiaftical ftate. That myfterious circle was 
enlarged to an indefinite extent, by the verbal 
or written donation of Charlemagne (6^\ who ittf 

the 

{64) Spo'etioi deprecui fuot, ut eos \ti fervitio B, Petri reciperct et <nor« 
Romanorom toafurtii facerit (Ana(Utiu«, p i6$.). Yet it may be « 
queftifin whether they "gave their own perloos or their country. 

(5$) The policy a.nd donations ot Charlemagne are caretuliy examined 
by St. MaccfAbrege, torn. i. p. 390—408) who baa well ftodied the 
Codcir Carolioas. I beiieYe> with bitn, \hu thty were only verbal. 

Tb« 
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the firft tranfports of his viftpVy, defpotkd him* 
felf and the Greek emperor ci the ci^d and 
iflands which had formerty been annexed to the 
Exarchate* But, in the cooler moments of ab- 
fence and reflection, he viewed, with zxi eye of 
jealoufy and envy, the recent grea^nefs of his 
ecclefiaftical aliy. The execution of his own 
and his father's promifes was refpedlially eluded : 
the king of the Franks and Lombards aflerfed 
the inalienable rights of the empire } and, in his 
life and death, Ravenna (66), as wdl as Rome, 
was numbered in the Uft of his metropoHtanr 
cities. The fovereignty of the Exarchate meked 
away in the hands of the popes : tbey found in the 
archbifliops of Ravenna a dangerous and domeftic 
rival (67) : the nobles and people dili^ained the 
yoke df a prieft; and, in the diforder^ of the 
times^ tbey could only retain the memory of an 
ancient claim, which in a m^^e proi^erous age, 
they have revived and realized. 
Forfrery of Fraud is the refource of weaknefs and emmng $ 
iS'corftir.and theftrong, though ignorant, Baitarian was 
tine. G&en entangled in die net of facerdof al poficy^; 
The Vatican mA I^teran were an «t(mttl and 
manufafhtre, which, according to the occafion, 
. have produced or concealed a various colleAion 
of falfe OF genuine, of corrupt or fufpicious^ a€fes, 
as they tended to promote the intereft of t^e 

Tbc moft" aneitat. §& of rfoottUm tint prrflcnd^ to ht tl[taft€s» is tfiat of 
the emperor Lewis tlie Pioos (Sigonivs, de Regjtio ICaK«, 1. iv^ Opera, 
taiiii ii. p. t€j-—t*joJ), Itv a«ibenrcit]|t, or at teaft* itt iiicegffty, are 
mufi^ (^neftioncd <^u A* D. 817, N*7, Aee* Moratory, Aoaalvcora. 
▼»• R. 43»» ^* DuTertat. Cborographica^ p. 33, ^4.) 5 but I fee no 
aeafooflble a6jb^M ceilwefe princes fo frveljr difpofin^ of what w«t not 
their own. ■ ■ ^ 

{66) Chtriema^e folfclted and obtained fro'-n the proprietor, Hadriaa 
I. tEe mofaict of the palace of Ravenna, for the decoration of Aix-la* 
Chapelle (Cod. Carotin, ep ft. 6y. p. a 13.). 

(67) The popes often complain of the nfarpatioos of Leo of Ravenna 
K:odcnt Caroflim epiff. ^f, $1, $3. p. 200—10$.).' Si Corpus St. Aiidre« 
mcris germani St. Petri hrc Humaflet, neqnaqnaih noa Romani pontifices 
fie fobjagaiTent (Agneltos Liber Pontificaltt, in Scriptores Rcmm luf. 
lOfB, it. pars i. p. 107.). 

Roman 
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RcMan. churchi Before the end of the eighth 
century, fome apoftolical fcribe, perhaps the no< 
torious Ifidore, compofed the decretals, and the 
dcNiatk^n of CQBA;antine> the two magic pillars 
of the Ipiritual and temporal monarchy of the 
popes. This memorable donation was introduced 
to the world by an epiftle of Adrian the firft, 
who exhorts Charlemagne to knitate the libera- 
lity, and revive the name, of the gr^at Conftan- 
tine (68). According to the legend, the firft of 
the Chrtftian emperors was healed of the leprofy, 
and purified in the waters of baptifm, by St. Sil-- 
vefter,N the Roman bilhop ; and never was pjiyfi- * 

cian more glorioufly recompenfed. His royal 
profely te withdrew from the feat and patrimony 
of St. Peter : declared his refolution of founding' 
Zi new capital in the Eaft ; and refigned to the 
popes the free and perpetual fovereignty cf Rome, 
Itjdy and the ptovinces of the Wdl (69)* This 
fi;6:i(m was produ&ive of the mod beneficial ef- 
fefts. The Greek princes were convided of the 
guilt of ufurpation ; and the revolt of Gregory 
was the claim of hi» lawful inheritance. The 
popes were delivered from their debt of grati- 
tude ; and the nominal gifts of the Carlovingians 
were no more than the juft and irrevocable ref- 
titutioA of a fcanty portion of the ecclefiaftical 
ftate. The fovereignty of Rome no longer de- 
pended on the choice of a fickle people ; and the 

(tf SV PttAlDO Cooftantino fnagvo, ptr ejot iffrgicst«m 8. R. Eccle* 
fn- elev«t« et cxalcata eft, «t potefUitem ift his H^'periaa pirtibos largiri* 
dlgnatns eO. . . . Quia ecce ttov*jt Conftaotinns hia temporiboa, fitc. ' 
(Codex Car4>rio. epi(h 4^. in torn. iii. part ii« p. 19$.). Psr^ (Crieict, 
AvD. 3«4» N*i6.) afrrJbcs th«m to an impoft'or of the viiith century, who 
borrowed tb« name of St. Ifidore this hambte title of Peccator was igno-^ 
raetly^ hoc nftiy, turned into M^rca-tor > his merchandife was indeed 
prolitfthte, sod a few fhecta of paper were fold for much wealth and 
powen 

{6^) FthriciiM (B?bliot. Gf«c. torn* vl. p; 4 — 7.) hts enumerated the 
feverftf editions- of this Aa, in Grijeh md %Ma/o^ Tl» jcopf whith Laa- 
reotittt Valla recites and refutes, appears to be taken either from the 
fpoiioiM: A^4 efSt« Silveller or from Gratiaa*8 Deciee, to which, ac- 
cdtdiog to htm tod others, it has been farreptitjottll/ ucked. 

fucceflbrs 
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fucceffors of St. Peter and Conftantine were in- 
vefted v(^ifh the purple and prerogatives of the 
Caefars. So deep was the ignorance and credu-- 
lity of the times, that the moft abfurd of fabks 
was received, with equal reverence, in Greece 
and in France, and is flill enrolled among the 
decrees of the ca^on law (70). The emperors, 
and the Romans, were incapable of difceming 
a forgery, that fubverted their rights and free- 
dom ; and the only oppofition proceeded from a 
Sabine monaftery, which, in the beginning of 
the twelfth century, difputed the truth and vali- 
dity of the donation of Conftantine (71). Jn the 
revival of letters and liberty this fiftitious deed 
^was tranfpierced Jxy the pen of Laurentius Valla, 
ihe pen of an eloquent critic and a Roman pa- 
triot (72). His contemporaries of the fifteenth 
centAiry were aftonilhed at his facrilegious bold- 
nefs ; yet fuch is the filent and irrefiftible pro- 
grefs of reafon, that before the end of the next 
age, the fable was rejected by the contempt ef 

(70) In the ytzr io$9, it was beUcve<J (wa» it btUevcd }) by pope 
Leo IX. cardinal Peter Damtanus, fire. Muratori places (Annali dUtalia, 
torn. ix. p. 23, 14.) the fifVitious donations of Lewis the Piou% the 
0«ho^, &c. de Donatinne C«nftaatini. See a Differutioa of Natalia 
Alexander, feculum Iv. diff. a$. p. 335—350. 

(71) See ft large account of the controveriV (A. D. 1105), which 
arofe from a private law-fuit, in the Chronicoo Farfenfe (Script. Ferom 
Italicarnm, torn. ii. par«. i . p. 637, &c.), a CApicus extraA from the archives 

. cf thai Benedidline abbey. They were fornnerly acceflib'e to curious 
foreij^ners (Le Blaoc and Mabillon); and' would have enriched the iirft 
volunne of the Hif^oria Mnnaftica Italiae of Quiiini. Bat they are now 
imprifoned (Muratori, Scriptores R. I. torn ii. pars ii. p. 169.) by the 
timid policy of the court cf Rome; and the future cardinal yiekied to the 
voice of authority and the whifpers of ambition (Qiiirtni, Comment, 
parsii. p. 1*3 — 136.). 

(71) I have read in th^ cplled^ion of Schardius (de Poteftate Imperiali 
Ecciefiaftica, p. 734— 7.'6d-)9 this animated difcQurfe, which waa contpofed 
by the author A. D. 1440* fix years after the fight of pope Eugeniua 
IV. it is a moft vehement party pamphlet : Valla juftifies and anicnates 
the revolt of the Romans ^nd would even approve the u(e of a dagger 
againfl her facerdotal tyrant. Such a critic might exped the perfeciitioa 
of the clergy; yet be made hia peace«cd is buriid in the Lateran (dayfe, 
pi^tionaairc Critique, Va^lla ^ Voflius, de Hiftoricis l«aiiais, p. 580. 

biftoriani 
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hiftorians (73) and poets (74), and the tacit or 
modeft cenfure of the advocates of the Rohian 
church (ys)* The popes themfelyes have in- 
dulged a fmile at the credulity of the vugar (76) ; 
but a falfe and obfblete title ftill fanftifies their 
reign ; and, by the fame fortune which has at- 
tended the decretals and the Sibylline pracles, the 
edifice has fubfifled after the foundations have 
been undermined. 

While the popes eftabliflied in Italy their free- Reftorttion 
dom and dominion, the images, the fifft caufe**^'*"'"6"'» 
of their revolt^ were reftored in the Eaftern em- Iht empreft 
pire (77). Under the ]petgn of Conftantine the Jj*"^' 
fifth, the union of civil and ecclefiaftical power &c. ^ ^\ 
had overthrown the tree, without extirpating the 
root, of fuperftition. The idols, for fuch they 
were now held, were fecretly cherilhed by the 
order and the fex moft prone to devotion; and 

(73) See GaicCT«rdinu tfenrant of the popes, in that long tnd valuable 
digreffion, which hss rd'umed iu place in the kaft ediiVn» cori-e£lly pnb- 
liAed from the attthor*c MS. and printed in fbttr volumeaYfr-quarto, under 
the name of Friborgo, 1771; (Itloria d*Icalia, torn. i. p. 385—39$.). 

(74) The Paladin Aftoipho found it in the moon, among the thing* 
that were loft npon earth (Orlando Pariofo, xxxiv. Ho). 

Di vaii fiore ad un grand monce paflTa, 
Ch*ebbc gii baono odore, or pusza forte 
Qu«fto era il dono (fe percS dir lece) 
Che Coftantioo al baonSyivedro fece. 
Yet thia incomparable poem hts been approved by a bull of l^eo X. 

(75) SeeBaronius, A. D. 314, N** 117—113. A. D. 1191, N** 51, &c. 
The cardinal wi(Kes to fuppoie that Rome was offered by ConOantinc, 
«ad rtfufii by Silvefter. The a€^ of donation he confiders, ftrangely 
enough, aa a forgery of the Greeks. 

(16) Baronius n*en dlt gueres contre : encore en a>t*il trop die, et Ton 
voolpit fans moi, (Cardinal dm Pirrcu)^ qui rempechai, ceofurer cette 
partie de fon hiftoire. J*en devii'ai on jour avec le Pape, <t il ne nne 
r^pondit aa:re chofe ** che voletc ? i Canoniti U leogooo,** il le difot 
dm riant (Perroniana* P- 77 ) 

(77) The remaining hihory of images, from Irene to Theodora, ia 
. colleAed for the Catholics, by Baronius ^and Pagi (A. D. 780—840), 
Natalis Alexander (Hifl. N. T. feculum viii. Paooplia adverfus Haere« 
tfcos, p. ifS — I78.),and Dapin (Bibiiot. Ecclef. tcm. vi. p« 136— 1^4.); 
for the proteftants, by Spanheim (Hift. imag. p. 305 — 639.), Bafnage 
(Hift.de PEglife, t'>m. i. p. 556—572. torn. ii. p. 1362 — 1385. )i «nd 
Mpflieim (fn^itut. Hift. Ecclef ilecul. viii. et ix.). The proteftants, except 
Moflieim, are Toured with controverfy ; bat the Catholics, except Dupio, 
•re inflamed by the fnry and fuperftition of the monks ; and even Le 
Bean (Hift. da Bat £n»pire), 1- |}emleman and t fcholar, is infc€ted by 
tke odioas contagion. 

the 
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&e fond aHiance of the inotiks tind &md3tt» oh- 
tdincd a final viftory over i!he teafdil and autho- 
rity of tnan. Leo the fourth msdiftahied with 
lefs rigour the religion of %(is father and grand- 
father ; but his wife, the fair and ambitions Irene, 
had imbibed the zeal of the Athenians, the heirs 
of the idolatry, rather than the philofophy, of 
their anceftor«. Dnringthe life of her hriftand, 
thefe fentiments were inflamed by datigeratrd 
diffimulation, and Ihe could only labour to pf oteft 
and promote fome favourite monks whom Are 
drew from their caverns, and feated on the me- 
tropolitan thrones of the Eaft. But as fot>n as 
flie reigned in her own name and that of her fon, 
Irene more fcrioufly undertook the ruin of the 
Iconodafts ;■ and the firft ftep of her future "ptu 
fecution, was a general edift for liberty of con- 
fcience. In the reftoration of the monks, a 
thoufand images were expofed to the public ve- 
neration ; a thoufand legends were invented of 
their fufferings and miracles. By the opportuni- 
ties of death or removal, the epifcopal ;feats were 
judiciouily filled ; the moft eager competitors for 
earthly or celeftial favour, anticipate and flat- 
tered the judgment of their fovereign ; and the 
promotion of her fecretary Tamfius, gave Irene 
the patriarch of Conilantinople, and. the command 
of the Oriental church. But the decre^ of a ge- 
neral council could only be repealed by a^^fimilar 
aflembly (78; ; the Iconodafts whom (be con- 
vened^ were bold in pofleflion, and averfe to de- 
bate } and the feeble voice of the bilbops Wis 
re-echoed by the , more formidable clamour of 
the foldiers and people of Conftantinople. The 
delay and intrigues of a year, the feparatio;n 

(78) Sec the Aas, in Cieek »nd Utin, of llic fecujid Council •fMde> 
v/hh % numUr of relative pieces, in the viiit)^ volnmt of fhfe OouticiK i>. 
^45^1600. A ftiibftti v€ifi6o, milk fDme c«iT6l^Ilote8, Would protohe^ 
in difFert&t readfrr^, a figh wr a imiie. 

of 
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of the difaffieded troops^ and the choice of^}'**««««- 
Nice for a fecond orthodox fynod, removed ud of wkc^ 
thcfe obftacles; and the epifcopal confcience^|^7»r» 
was again, after the Greek faftiion, in thcoS*»T^ 
bands of the prince. No more than eighteen 
days were aliov^ed for the confummat ion of this 
impcortant work ; the Iconoclafts appeared, not 
as judges, but as criminais or penitents; the 
fcene was detorated by the legates of pope 
Adrian and the Eaftern patriarchs (79), the 
decrees were framed by the prcfidcnt Tara- 
fitts, and ratified by the acclamations and fub« 
fcriptioDs of three hundred and fifty bifhops. 
They onanimouflj pronounced that the wor- 
ihip of images is agreeable to fcripture and 
reafoxi^ to the fathers and councils of the 
church: but they heiitate whether that wor* 
(hip be relative or dired ; whether the Godhead, 
and the figure, of Chrift be entttlcd to the fame 
mode of adoration. Of this fecond' Ntcene 
council^ the ads are ftill extant ; a currous mo- 
nument of fuperffition and ignorance, of falfe- 
hood.and folly. I (hall only notice the judgment 
of the bilhops, on the comparative merit of 
Tmage*wbFihip and morality. A monk had con- 
cluded a truce with the daemon of fornication, 
on condition of iaterruptinp his daily prayers to 
ai pi£bure that hung in his cell. His fcruples 
prompted him to confult the abbot. *' Rather 
^^ than abftain from adoring Chrift and his Mo« 
" thcr in their holy images, it would be better 
*' for you," replied the cafuift, ** to enter every 



(79) The pope*i legates were cftfutl mcfleDgert, two prieft's witheat int' 
fpecitl cocnroifljoo, tad who were diftvoweil on their return. StfVM r«* 
gabood monks were perfuided by thd Cjibolicc to reprefent the Oriental 
patriarchs. Tbit curious anecdote is revealed by Theodore Siuditea 
(epift. i. 58. io Sirniond^ Opp* torn. ▼; p. >>M9*)y 90^ o^. the warmeft' 
Iconoctads of. the^e. 

*< brothel, 
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** brothel, and vifit every proftitutc, in the 
' " city (So)." 
PifMiciii* For the honour of orthodoxy, at leaft the or- 
biiibmentof thodoxv of thc RoixiaTi church, it is fomewhat 
the emprefs unforiunaie, that thc two princes who convened 
Il'a'eii'. ^'^^ ^^'V ^owncils of Nice, are both (tained with 
the blood of their fons. The fecond of thcfc 
affemblies was approved and rigoroufly executed 
by thc defpotifm of Irene, and (he refufed her 
adverfaries the toleration which at firft flic had 
granted to her friends. During the five fuccccd- 
ipg reigns, a period of thiriy-cigbt years, thc 
conted was maintained, with unabated rage and 
various fuccefs, between the worihippers and 
the breakers of the images ; but I am not in- 
dined to pprfue with minute diligence the repe- 
tition of the fame events. Nicephorus allowed a 
general liberty of fpcech and praftice ; and thc 
only virtue of his reign is accufed by the monks 
asthccaufe of his temporal and eternal perdi- 
tion. Superiiition and weaknefs formed thc 
character of Michael the fifit, but the faints and 
images were incapable of fupporting their votary 
on the throne. In the purple, Leo the fifth af. 
ferted the name and religion of an Armenian- 
and the idols, with their feditious adherents, 
were condemned to a fecond exile, 1 heir ap- 
plaufe would have fanftified thc murder of an 
impious tyrant, but his alTaOin and fucceflbr, the 
fecond Michael, was tainted from his birth with 
the Phrygian hcrefies : he attempted to mediate 
between the contending parties; and the in- 
ira<5tablc fpirit of the Catholics infcnfibly caft 
him into the oppofitc fcale. His moderation was 

(So) Zt>,iif fffi %\ ^w jufl xceT«^iirf»y iv tjj «••> m ratrn mt^w n^ifjtti ii0vXdiic, 
* Um apnitfn TO Vf0c*vfii9 Tot itt^io» kf/itn tuu 6ioy Urtn Xp«cov f4,tra rnf i}ta; 
rnvTH fAWtfi w nx«vi. TheTc vifics could not be innocent, fioce the ^tufAMf 
fTfvttat f the dxRioa of fornication) firo>%uci h pvrn . , . tv fAta tn it% 
^ixiiT««vTw rf«Sfla, 8cc, AAio iv.^. ^oi. A£tiov« p. 1031. 

guarded 
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guarded by timidity; but his fon Theopbiluff^ 
aHkc ignorant bf fear and pity, was the laft.and 
moft cruel bf the Icortoclaftd. The enthufiafm 
of the utnts' ran ftroftgly againflf them ; and the 
emperors, who ftemnied the torrent, were exaf- 
peratcd and puniftied by tb* pubHc h^t^ed. Af- 
ter the death of Theopmlufr, the final viaory of 
the imagf'es was atchieved by a fecond feniiale, h\i 
widow Theodora, whbm he left the guardian of 
the empire. Her meafores were bold and' de* 
cifive. The fiftion of a tirdy repentance ab*- 
folvcd the fame and the fo'ulof h^rdecekfed huf* 
band : the fentence of the Iconoclaft patriarch 
waa commuted from the lofe of his eyes to a 
whipping of two hutfdred lafhes : the bifhops 
trembled, the monks Oiouted, and the feftival 
of orthodoxy prcferveg the annual memory of 
the trtumpih of the irAa^^ A fingle qUeftiotl 
ydt reihavned, whether they are endowed with 
any proper and inherent fandity : it was agita^^ 
ted by the Grcek$ of the elefventh century (81) f 
and as this opinion has the fttongeft recommen-^ 
dation of abtu'rdity, I am furprifed thait it Was 
not tM>te explicitly dedided in the affirmative. 
In the Weft^ pope Adrian thcfirft accepted and 
announced the decrees of the Nicene affcmbly, 
which is now revered by the Catholics as the fc- 
vcnth in rank of the general councils. Rome 
and Italy were docile to the voice of their father; 
but the grejjteft part of the Latin Chriftians were 
far behind in the race of fupcrftition. ThdReiuatnce 
churches of France, Germany, JEngland, and^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Spain, ileerdd a middle courfe between the ado-ofcharie- 
ration and the deftruftion of images, which ™*^* 
they admitted into their temples, not as objedts of Sii. ' 
worfhip, but as lively and ufeful memorials of 

(Si) See «n accotint of tliis costroverfy in the Alexias of Anna Comneoji 
(l V. p. 119.) and Moflielm (Inflitut. Hid. EcdeC p. 371947%.) 

Vol. IX. L faith' 
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faith' and hiftory. An angry book of cotitrovcr* 
fy was compofed and publifhed in the name of 
Charlemagne (82) ; under his authority a fynod of 
three hundred bifhops was aiTembled at Frank* 
fort (83) : they blamed the fury of the Iconoclafts» 
.but they pronounced a more fevere ccnfure againft 
the fAiperfiition of the Greeks, and the decrees 
of their pretended council, which was long def- 
pifed )[>y the Barbarians of the Weft (84). Among 
them the; worfliip of images advanced with a 
nient and infenfible progrefs; but a large atone- 
nient is, made for their hefitation and delay, by 
the grqfs idolatry of the ages which precede the 
reformation^ and of the countries, both in £u* 
rope and America, which are ftill immerfed in 
the; gloom pf fuperftition. 
Final fept- It was aftct the Nicene fynod, and under the 
rtiion of tbc reign of the pious Irene, that the popejs.confum* 
tbTEtftera floated the feparationof Rome and Italy, by, the 
empire, tranflation of the' empire to the lefs orthodox 
774^800. Charlemagne. They were compelled to chafe 
between the rival nations : religiori was not the 
(ble motive of their chpice ; and while they dif- 
fembled the failings Qf their friends, they be- 
held, .with reluftance and fufpkion, the Catholic 
virtues of their foes. The difference of lan- 

(8x) The Libri Carolini (Spanheirti, p. 443— ^19)9 compofed in th« 
paltce or wloter-quartere of Chariem«gne, at Worms, A. U. 790; •ml 
fent by.Eiigebert to pope Hadrian I. who aofwercd them by a graodit et 
▼erbofa epiftola (CoDcil torn. -viii. p. is$3.)- 'I'he Carolines propolc 
izo objeAions againft the Nicene fynod* and fuch words as thefe are the 
flowers of their rhttoric-^eraeadam prifcse Gentilitatis obfoletum er- 

roreix) argnmenta infanifliroa et abfurdiflima .... detifione digoaa 

tonias, &c. &c. . . / -. 

(B3) The.aflfemblies of Charlemagne were political, as wcU as ecele* 
fiaftical ) and the three hundred members (Na^. Alexander, fee. viii. p. 
$3.) who fat and voted at Franckfbrc muft include nbt oniy the biftops* 
but the abbots, and even the principal laymen. 

(84) Qui fnpra fanAifllrna patres noftri (epifcopi et facerdotes) omnlmotlit 
fervitium et adorationem imaginom renaentes contempferunt, atquecon- 
fentientea condemnaverunt (Concil* tom. ix. p. 101. Canon ii. Franck- 
fbrd). Aj^olemic mud be hard-hearted indeed^ who does not pity the 
(IfTort'A of Bafoniua, Pagi, Alexander, Maimbourg, dec. to elude thia 
unlucky featenc^. 

guagc 
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guage and manners had perpetuated the enmity 
of the tM^o capitals; and they were alienated 
from each other by the hoftile oppofition of fe- 
venty years. In that fchifm the Romans had 
taftedof freedom, and the popes of fovereignty: 
their fubmiffion would have expofed them to the 
revenge of a jealous tyrant ; and the revolution 
of Italy had betrayed the impotence, as well as 
the tyranny, of the Byzantine court. The Greek 
emperors had rcftorcd the images, but they had 
not reftored theCalabrianeftates(85) and thelU 
lyrian diocefe (86), which the Iconoclafts had torn 
away from tiie fucceffors of St. Peter ; and 
pope Adrian threatens them with a fen- 
tence of excommunication unlefs they fpeedily 
abjure this practical herefy(87). The Greeks were 
now orthodox, but their religion might be 
tainted by the breath of the reigning monarch : 
the Fr^ks were now contumacious j but a dif- 
cerning eye might difceru their approaching 
converfion from the ufe^ to the adoration, of 
images. The name of Charlemagne was ilained 
by the polemic acrimony of his fcribes j but the 

(8^) Theophanes (p. 343 ) rpecifies thofe of Sicily «nd Taltbrtat which 
yielded an aoiraal rent of three talents and a half of gold (perbapa 7O0OI. 
fterliog)- Uutprapd more pompouHy enumerates the patrimoniea of the 
Rocnmn church in Greece, Jadtra, Pcrfia, Mefopotaroia, Babylonia, 
Egypt, ard Libya, which were detained by the injofticc of the Greek 
emperor (Legat. ad Nicephorom, in Script. Rerom Ualicaramy torn. ii. 
para^ I. p 481.). 

(86) The great diocefe of theEaftern lUyricum, with Apttlia,Ca(^bria« 
and Sicily {Thotnafiin, .Difciptine rie TEglife, tonn\ i. p. 14$.): by the 
confeffion of the Greeks, the patriarch of Conftantinople had detached 
from Rome the metropolitans of TheiTalonica, Athens, Corinth, Nico- 
polis, aud Patrc (Luc. Holflen. Geograph. Sacra, p. a%. ) > and his fpi- 
ritual conqoeft* extended to Naples *iiDd Amalpbi (Giannone, IftoriA 
Civile di Napoli, torn, i, p. (17— $24. Pagi, A. D. 730, No ii.). 

(87) In hoc oftenditur, quia ex uno capitulo ab errore rcverfis, 10 aliia 
doobus, in eodem (was it the fame }) perraaneant errore . . . . de dio* 
cefi S. R. £. feu de patrimonits iterura increpantes commonemua, ut (1 
ea reftituete nolnerit hereticum earn pro hojufmodi errore perfeverantii 
decernemus (Epift. Hadrian. Pape ad Carolum Magnum, in Concil. 
torn. viii. p. i^sSO^ to which he adds a reafon, rooft dire6Uy opipofite 
to hia condua, that he preferi'ed the falvation of fouls and role of faith 
to the goods of this traniitory World. 

L z conqueror 
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conqueror himfelf conformed, with the temper- 
of a ftateftnan, to the various pradlice of France 
apd Italy. In his four pilgrimages or vifits to 
the Vatican, he embraced the popes in the com- 
munion of friendfhip and piety ; he knelt be- 
fore the tomb, and confequently. before the 
image, of the apoftle ; and joined without 
fcruple, in all the prayers and proceffions of the 
Roman liturgy. Would prudence or gratitude 
allow the pontiffs to renounce their benefaftor ? 
Had they a right to. alienate his gift of the Exar- 
chate ? Had they power to abolifh his govern- 
ment of Rome ? The title of patrician was be- 
low the merit and greatnefs of Charlemagne j 
and it was only by reviving the Wefterji empire 
Aat they coul^ pay their obligations or fecure 
thQirtftablifliments. By this decifive meafure 
thocy woirfd finfklly eradicate the claims of the 
Greeks: from th^ debafement of a provincial 
town, the majdly of Rome would be reftored : 
the Latin Chtiftiaha' would be tmited, under a 
fiipreme head, in their ancient metropolis ; and 
me cbiiqiieror^ of the Weft would receive their 
crown from the. fu.cceffors of St. Peter, The 
Roman church would acquire a zealous and ref* 
p^(3table advocate-, and, under the Ihadow of 
the C^arlovingian power, the bifhop might exer- 
cife," with honour and fafety, the government of 
thecity(»a). 
Coronation Before the ruiu of paganifiti in Rome, the 
magne m" Competition for a wealthy bifhopric had often 
emperor of been produftive of tumult and bloodflied. The 
ofTcWeft, people was lefs numerous, but the times were 

A.D. 800, • 

^^' ^$* ^8&) PontAoini coafiuers the empeiors as occmore thtn ifce advocttca of 

the cbfiich <advoc«ti|«. et defeafor S. R. £. fiee Docaofre, GlofT. Lst. 
tom»i p. 97}. His anttgonift Muratori redoctt the popes to b* «» 
more than the ex^irchs of the emperor. lathe- more eq«ita;ble vicfw of 
Meihetm. Inftitut^ Hid. (Ecckf. p. 164^ t6^) thejr held Rome usdcr tbe 
empire as the mod hoaourable fpedes of fief oc beoefice-— prcmODUir 
aotSie caU||>noi*a 1 

more 
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more lavage, the prize more important, and the 
chair of St. Peter wits fiercely dilputed by the 
leading eccleiiaftics who afpired to the rank of 
fbvercign. The reign of Adrian the firft (89) 
fui^ades the meafure of pad or fucceeding 
age$ (go) ; the walls of Rome, the facned |>atri« 
mony, the ruin of the Lombards, and the 
friendfhip of Charlemagne, were the trophies of 
his fame : he fecretly edified the throne of his 
iiiccefibrs, and difplayed in a narrow fpace the 
virtues of a great prince. His memory was re** 
vered ; but in the next eledion, a priefl of the 
Lateran, Leo the third, was preferred to the 
nephew and the favourite of AdriaH) whom he 
had promoted to the firft dignities of the churclh; * 
Their acquiefcence or repentance difguifed, 
above fo^ years, the blackeft intention of rer 
venge, till tl)e day of a proceflion, when a fu- 
rious band of confpirator s difperfed the unarmed 
multitude, and aflatiked with blows an^ wounds 
the facred peribn of the pope. But their enter- 
prUe on his life or liberty was difappointed, perr 
haps by their own confufion and reniorfe. Leo 
was left for dead on the ground ; on his revival 
from the fwoon, the effefl; of his lofs of blood, 
he recovered his fpeech and fight ; and this na- 
tural event was improved to the miraculous 
reftoration of his eyes and tongue, of which he 
had been deprived, twice deprived, by the kniffc 

(89) His merit* tnd hopjes are fHromcd up in an epi- tph of ihlrty-cight 
verfes, of which Charlemagoe declares bimft^If the author (CoQcil. 

tono. viii. p. 5^0). 

Poft patrem tacrymans Carotus haec carmiaa fcripfi. 
To mihi dulcis amor, te modo plango pater . . . 
Nomina jun^o Hmul litalis, clarifiime, noflra 
Adrianu!^, Garcia!!, rex ego, tuqne pater. 
The poetry might be fapplied by Alcnio ; but the tears the moft glorious 
tribute, can only belong to Charlemagne. 

(90) Eye'-y new pope is admoniflied-^** San^e Pater, non videbis annoa 
■** Petri," twenty-five years. On the whole ferie^ the average is about 
cieht y«ar& — a (hurt bop* for an ambitious d^rdio.^U 



/' 
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of theaflailans (91). From his prifon, he efcaped 
to the Vatican ; the duke of Spoleto hafltened to 
his refcue, Charlemagne Ivmpathifed in his in- 
jury, and in his camp 01 Paderborn in Weft- 
phalia, accepted or folicited a vifit from the 
Roman Pontiff. Leo repaffed the Alps with a 
commilfion of counts and biOiops, the guards 
of his fafety and the judges of his innocence ; 
and it was not without reluQance, that the con- 
queror of the Saxons delayed till the enfuing 
year the perfonal difcharge of rfiis pious office. 
In his fourth and laft pilgrimage, he was re- 
ceived at Rome with the due honours of king 
and patrician : Leo was permitted to purge him- 
felf by oath of the crimes imputed to his charge : 
his enemies were filenced, and the facrilegious 
attempt againft his life was puniihed by the mild 
and infufficient penalty of exile. On the feftival 
of Chriftmas, the laft year of the eighth cen- 
tury, Charlemagne appeared in the church of 
St. Peter ; and, to gratify the vanity of Rome, 
he had exchanged the fimple drefs of his coun- 
try for the habit of a patrician (92). After the ce- 
lebration of the holy myfteries, Leo fuddenly 
placed a precious crown on his head (93}, and the 

(91) Tbe tflfaunce of Anafttfias (torn, iii pars i. p. 197, 198) ia Tup* 
ported by the credulity of fonae French annalifts ; hot Eglnbard, and 
other writers of the fame age, are more natural and (incere. ** Unas 
*^ ei oculus paollutom eft Isefus,** fays Joho the deacoa of Naples 
(Vit Epifcop. Napol. in Scriptores Muratori, torn. i. pars ii. p. 312). 
Theodulphusy a contempo.ary bilhop of Orleans, obferves with pru«^ 
deoce'(l. iii. carm. 3), 

Reddita funt ? mimm eft : mirum eft anferre oequiflTe. 
£11 tamen in dubio, hinc miter aut inde magiK. 

(92) Twice, at the requeft of Hadrian and Leo, he appeared at 
Rome-^iongi tunica et chlamydc amicus, et caiceamentis quoque Ro- 
mano more forroatis. Eginhard (c xxiii. p. log-^ii^) defcribes, like 
Suetonius, the fimplicity of his drefs, fo popular in the nation, that 
when Charles the Bald returned {(» France in a foreign habit, the pa« 
triolic dogs barked at the apoftaie (Gaillard, Vic de Charlemagne, 
torn. iv. p. 109). 

(93) See Anaftafius (p. 199) and Eginhard (c. xjtviii. p. 114—128). 
The unaion is mentioned by Theophaoes (p, 339}, the oath by Stgooius 
(from the Ordo Romaoos), and the pope's adoration, more antiqaorum 
priocipum, by the Aaoales Bertiniani (Script. MQraior..tom. ii. pars it 

dome 
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dome refounded with the acclamations of the 
people, " Long life and viftory to Charles, the 
** moft pious Auguftus, crowned by God the 
" great and pacific emperor of the Romans !'• 
The head and body of Charlemagne were cpnfe- 
crated by the royal un£lion : after the example 
of the Csefars, he was faluted or adored by the 
pontiff; his coronation oath reprefents a pro- 
mife to maintain the feith and privileges of the 
• church ; and the firft fruits were paid in his rich 
offerings to the fhrine of the apoftle. In his fa- 
miliar converfation, the emperor protefted his 
ignorance of the intentions of Leo, which he 
would have difappointedby his abfence on tjiat 
memorable day. But the preparations of the 
ceremony muft have difclofed the fecrct; and 
the journey of Charlemagne reveals his know* 
ledge and expeftation : he had acknowledged 
that the imperial title was the objeft of his am-* 
bition, and a Roman fynbd had pronounced, 
that it was the only adecjuate rey^ard of bis me* 
rit and fervices (94), 

The appellation of great has been often be- Reign «d 
flowed and' fometimes deferved, but Charle- j!jj*^'^,^]'' ""^ 
MA ONE is the only prince in whofe favour the mt^nc, 
title has been indiffolubly blended with the name, j,?^^^"^ 
That name, with the addition oi faint ^ is inferted 
in the Roman calendar ; and the faint, l>y a rare 
felicity, is crowned with the praifes of the hifto-- 
rians andphilofophers 0/ an enlightened age (95). 

His 

(94) Thi« great event of the trtnflation or' rtftoratian of the cn\pir«, 
is related and dit'cn(Tedhy Naialis Alexander, fecul. ix. (diiTert, i. 39o<-t 
397 )« ^^6> (torn. iii. p. 418}, Muratori (Anna)i dMulia, torn. vi,. 
P- 339 — 35*)» Sigpnius (de Regno Italise, 1- iv- Opp. ^om. ii. p'.a47-- 
151), Spanheim (He fi6t3 Tranflatione Imperii^ Gian^on^ (torn.' i,., 
p. 395—^405^, St. Marc (AbregeChronoloj^iqQey torn. 1. pp 438«t4S?.)i* 
Gaillard (Hift." dc Charlemagoe^ torn. ii. d. ■33^t-446JL Al(noft "ilt 
tl^efe moderns Have feme religious or national \m\, \ . . , -\ 

(95) By Mably (Obfervations fur T^liltpir^ dc France), Voitaire 
fHiiloire Oeneraie), R'obertfon (HiOory of ^bar^s Y-)t..^nd MQiitefqiiiei;^. 
(Efprit des Loix, V xxxi. c. 18). In the year' 1781, M/Caillard pub- 

^ ■ lifhed 
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HU rf^/ 9verit is 4Qu^tlaf$ qi^s^c^il hy tbebaiv 
barifm pf the nation and the tiinj^s Jrogi which b« 
emerged: but the (ifparfnt ^i^giutttd? of ^ 
pbjed is likewife ealarg^ by jia un^i^al com*- 
parifon ; and the ruins pf Palo^yra derive ^ 
c^fual J^Iendour from the |)a^edii^ft of the furr 
rounding defett* Without iojuilice to bis facQe, 
I may dilcern fome blemifh^s in the f^n^ity and 
grcatncfsof the reftorer of the Weftern eqapire. 
Of his moral virtues, chaflity is pot the moft 
confpicuous (96): but the public bappineis could 
not be materially injured by his nine wives or 
qoncqbine^, the various indulgence of meaner 
or more tranfient amours, the multitude of his 
baftards whom be bellowed on the church, and 
the loi^ €elibf^9y at^d licentious manners of \(\% 
daughters (97), whom ttie father was fufpeiSted of 
Roving with too fpnd a paifioo. I ihail he 
fcarcely permitted tp accufe the an;^]^tiion of a 
conqueror ^ but in a day of equal retribution, 
the fonis of his brother Carlpman, the Merovin- 
gian princes of Aquitain, and the foiir thoufand 
five hund^^ed Saxony who we^re beheaded on the 
fame ^t, would have ibmetbiisg to allege againft 
the juicke and humanity of Charlemagne. His 
^rcatroqit of thf vaxiquilhe^ Saxons (9^) was ^ 

abAifq 

)i(hed his Ivftoirede CharlerrtgQc (in 4 voU- in ^imo.), ^ich I b«v« 
Irccly Mid profitably ufcd. The awttrar is a man of renfe aod buinacity > 
and bis work it iaboorerf witb ioduftry and etegance. But I have liker 
wife examined the originaf nonumftrits oY the reign's of Pfpin and 
Charlemagne, in thevth vclume of the Hiftoriaas of France. 

(96) The vifion of Weltin, compofed bjT a monk, eleven years after the 
death of Charj^agne, (hews bim in purgatoty, wiib a vulture, who is 
perpetually gnawing the cuilty niem^r,' while the rcll of his body, . the 
emblem of bit yii^u^s, Te fouod and perfc^ (fee Caillacd, toip. iu p. 
317—350.). 

(97) The marriage of Egin^ard with I mana, daughter of Charlemagne, 
18, in my opinion, fuftciemlf refuted by thf prekrum ttd fufpicio ihzt 
fuUied IbeCe fair dainrela,'witbout excepting his own wife (c. xix. p. 9S 
-^1 00. cam Notts Schaincke). '^be buiband muil have been too 
llroDg. for t^^e biftoriaq. ' 

"(98) Befides the ipa|lacres and tranf|(Blrrationi^ the pain of death waA 
proftonncc^ agai^ the Tollowisg crimia : k/ The refufal of baptifm. 
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abufe of tfap ri^bt of conqueft ; his laws were 
not lefs fanguinary than bis arms, and in the 
difcui&on of his mo(ive$, whatever is abftra£tcd 
from bigotry muft be imputed to temper. The 
fedentary reader Is amazed by his incelTant adU 
vity of mind ai^d body ; and his fubjeifis and ene«- 
mies were not l^fiftonilhed at his fudden prefence, 
at the moment when they believed him at the nioft 
diftant extremity of the empire ; neither peace 
nor war^ iipr fummer nor winter, were a leafon 
of repofe i and our fancy cannot eafily reconcile 
the annals of his reign with the geography of 
bis expeditions* But this a&ivity was a national 
rather than a perfonal virtue ; the vagrant life of 
a Frank was fpent in the chace, in pilgrimage, 
in military adventures ; and the journies of 
Charleoiagne were diftinguiOied only by a more 
numerous train and a more important purpofe. 
His military renown muft be tried by the fcru- 
tiny of his troops, his enemies, and his a^lions^ 
Alexander conquered with the arms of Philip, 
but the two heroes who preceded Charlemagne, 
bequeathed him their name, their examples, 
and the companions of their victories. At the 
head of his veteran and fuperior armies^ he op« 
pre0ed the ifivage or degerjerate nations, who 
were incs^p^ble of confederating for their com- 
rnon fafety ; nor ^\d he ever encounter an equal 
^ntagoi\ift in lumbers, in dicipline, or in arms. 
The fcience of wc)r h^ been loft and revived 
with the arts of peace ; but bis campaigns are 
pot illuftrated by any ficge or battle, of fingular 
diiEcuhy and fuccefs ^ ^u^ ^ip niijgbt behold, 

t. The fair© pretence of b«ptiftn. 3. A rff^pfe to idolatry. 4. The 
marder of t pried or biihep. $. Huhmo ficrifices. 6. Eating meat in 
Lent. Bat ererj crime mtglit it expiated by bapttTni or penance (Gaii- 
lard, torn. ii. p 141—147'): and the Chrittuo Saxons became the 
friendi tad cqiitia ^ |he Pranka (Scror. Corpua Hift, Germaolcflb, p. 

wnh 
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with envy, the Saracen trophies of his grand- 
father. After his Spanifli expedition, his rear- 
guard was defeated in the Pyrenaean mountains ; 
and the foldiers, whofe fituation was irretrievable 
and whofe valour was ufelefs, might accufe, with 
their laft breath, the want of flcill or caution of 
their general (99). I touch with reverence the laws 
of Charlemagne, fo highly applauded by a rcf* 
pedablc judge. They compofc not a fyftcm, 
but a fcrics, of occafional and minute cdiQs, 
for the correction of abufes, the reformation of 
manners, the oeconomy of his farms, the care of 
/ his poultry, and even the falc of his eggs. He 
wifhed to improve the laws and the character of 
the Franks ; and his attempts, however feeble 
and impcrfeft, are deferving of praife : the in- 
veterate evils of the times were fufpended or 
mollified by his government (100); but in his in- 
ftitutions I can feldom difcover thd general views 
tmd the immortal fpirit of a legiflator, who fur- 
vivcs himfelf for the benefit of -pofterity. The 
union and (lability of his empire depended on 
the life of a fingle man ; he imitiated the dan- 
gerous praSicc of dividing his kingdoms among 
his fons ; and, after his numerous diets, the 
whole conftitutibn was left to flu<ftuatc between 
the difordcrs of anarchy and defpotifm. His 
eftecm for the piety and knowledge of the clergy 
tempted him to cntruft that afpiring order with 
temporal dominion and civil jurifdidion ; and 
his fon Lewis, when he was ftripped and de- 
graded by the bilhopa, might accufe, in fomc 

(99) In this aflion thefainouft Rutland, Rolando, Orlando, waa flain — 
curti compluribus a'iis. Si«e the truth io ^Uh^rd (^ y. p. $i-t-:$6 )t 
and the f^ble in an ingenious fuppUmeot oT.M. Gaillard (torn. tii. p. 
474.). The Spao'ards are too pr«ad of a vii^ory, .wbicb hiftory al'cribea 
Co the Gafcons, and romance tf> the Saracens. 

(100) Yet Scbra^dt, fiom the beft authoriii^t, reprerenti t^e interior 
diforders and opprefTion of bii reign (Hift. des AUemands, torn. ii. g. 

meafujc^ 
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tneafurc, the imprudence of his father. His 
laws enforced the impolition of tythes, becaufe 
the dsemons had proclaimed in ^he air that the 
default of payment had been the cauf^b of tlie 
laft fcarcity (loi). The literary merits of Charlc- 
magne are attefted by the foundation of fchooIs» 
the introdudion of arts, the works which were 
publilhed in his name, and his familiar connec- 
tion with the fubjefts and ftrangers whom he in- 
vited to his court to educate both the prince and 
people. His own ftudies were tardy, laborious, 
and imperfedj if he fpoke Latin, and under- 
ftood Greek, he derived the rudiments of know- 
ledge from converfation, rather than from books ; 
and, in his mature age, the emperor ftrove to 
acquire the praflice of writing, which every 
peafant now.learnsinhis infancy (io2).The gram- 
mar and logic, the mufic and aftronomy, of the 
times, were only cultivated as the handmaids of 
fuperflition ; but the curiofity of the human 
mind muft uhimately tend to its improvement, 
and the encouragement of learning refleds the 
pureft and moft pleafing luftre on the cbaradtcr 
of Charlemagne (103). The dignity of his per* 
fon(io4), the length of his reign, the profperiiy of 

his 

(101) Omnisbomo ex Toa proprietatc legiticnam deciirtm ad ccclefiam 
conferat. Experimento enim didicimas, in anno, qoo ilia valida tames 
irrepflt, ebullire vacuas annonns a dzmonibus devoraias, et voces exprc- 
bationis a'uditas. Such 18 the decree and afTertion of the great Council 
of Frankfoi't (canon xxv. torn. ix. p. 10$). Both Selden (Hid. of 
Tythes; Works^ voL iii> partii. p. 1146.) and Monteftiuieu (Efprit des 
loix 1. xxxi. c. tz.) reprefent Charlemagne as the firft legal author of 
tythes Such obligations haye country gentlemen to hie memory! 

(102) Egiiibard (c. 25. p. 119.) clearly afHims, tentabat et fcrilere 
.... fed parom profper'e fucceiTit I'akor prspoflerus tt fero inchoatu«. 
The moderns have perverted and corrected this obvious meaning, and 
the title of M. GaiiUid*s DifTertation (torn. iii. p. 247 — 260.) beirays his 
partiality. 

(103) See Gaillard, torn. iii. p. 138 — 176 and Schmidt, tom« ii. p. 121 
—129. 

(104) M. Gaillard (torn. iii. p. 372.) fixes the true (latnre of Charlc- 
fna^ne (fee a Diflertation of Marquard Prther ad calcem Eginhart. p. 
A to. Sec) it five feet nine inchet of French, about fix feet one inch 

and 
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bis^rmsy the vigour of his ^ovenitneht, and the 
reverence of diftant nations, diftinguidi bim 
from the royal crowd ; and Europe dates a 
new aera from bis reftoration of the Weftern 
coipirc. . . • 

Extent of That empirc was not unworthy of its 
uVrTwe*^ title (105); and fonie of the faircft kingdoms 
rtoce. ^^ £^fQpc ^erc the patrimony or conquelt o^ a 
prince, who reigned at the fame time in France^, 
Spain, Italy, Germany, and Hungary (io6), 
I. The Roman province of Gaul had been trans- 
formed into the name and monarchy of France ; 
but, in the decay of the Merovingian line, its li- 
mits were coniraded by the independence of the 
Britons and the revolt oi Aquitain. Charlemagne 
purfued, and confined, the Britons on the fliores 
of the ocean ; and that ferocious tribe, whofc 
origin and language are fo different from the 
French,, was chaftifed by the impofitioft of tri- 
bute, hoftages, and peace. After a iong and 
evafive conteft, the rebellion of the daikes of 
Aquitain was punifhed by the forfeiture of their 
province, their liberty, and their livels, Harih 
and rigorous would have been fuch treatment of 
ambitious governors, who had t6o faithfully 
cc^ied the mayors of the palace* But a recent 

ftnd a fourth EngHih, tneafure. Ttie romance writers htve increai«d it 
to eight feet, and the giant Was endowed with a mat^hlefs (Irengtb ao<i 
appetite : at a fingle (Icoke of his good fword J^yivfe^ be cut afander "zn 
horfeman and his horfe ; at a fingle repaft he devoured $, goofcj two 
fowiSf a quarter of muttons &;c. ' 

(105) See the concife, but corred^ and original, wor^ of d' Aifvillc 
(Etats formes en Europe apr^s la Chute de TEmplre K'omain en Occident, 
Paris, 1 77 1) in 4^0), whofe map includes the einpire of Charlemagne^ 
the different parts are illuftratcd, by Valefius (Notitia Oalliarum) fof 
-Prance, Beretii (Diflfertatio Chorographica] for Italy, De Marca (Marc% 
Hifpanica) far bpain. For the middle geograf^y of Germaoy, I 
conifefs myfelf poor-and deftitutc. 

(106) After a brief relatioo of his wart and conqoefts (Vit. Carol 0. 
gw.|4 ), Eginhard recapitulates, in a Yew words (c. 1$.), the countries 
fubje£^ to his empire. Str^vius (Coj-pys HitL. Germap..p. »i8-t-i49.) 
has inferted in his Notes the ^eats. of th^ 0^4 Chrooi^i^** 

difQQvery 
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difcovary (107), has proved that thefe unhappy 
princes were the laft and lawful heirs of the blood 
and fceptre of Glovis, a younger branchy from, 
the- brother of Dagobert, of the Merovingian 
houfe. Their ancient kingdom ^as reduced to 
the dutchy of Gafcogne, to the counties of Fe- 
ien2ac and Armagnac, at the foot of the' Pyre« 
nees r their race was propagated till th^ begin- 
nig of the fixteenth caitury ; and> after furviv- 
ing their Garlovingian tyrants, they were referv* 
ed to feel the injuflice, or the favours, of a third 
dynafty. By the re-union of Aquitain^ France 
was enlarged to its prefent boundaries, with the 
additions of the Netherlands and Spain, as far 
as the Rhine. IL The Saracens had been expel- sptio, 
led from France by the grandfather and father 
of Charlemagne; but they ftill pofleged the 
greateit part of Spaik^ from the rock i3f Oib*- 
raltar to the Pyrenees^ Arhidfl their civil &m*- 
fions, an Arabian emir of Saragoilk ittiplored 
his pr4>te£tion in the didt of Paderborln. Char«- 
lemagne undertook the expedition, reft^redebe 
emir, and, without diftiivdion of faith, impar- 
tially cruihed the refiftance of the Chri^ans, 
and rewarded the obedience stnd fervic^ of the 
Miabometan$« In tus abfence he inilltuted the 
Spanyh march (loS), which extended from the 
Pywnees to the river Ebfo^:/*Barcelona Was the 

(107) Of » charter gnnted to. the moDJiftcrjr of Alaov {k» D. 845^ 
by Charles the Bald> whjch deduces this royal .ped'grec. I tioubt whe- 
ther fofDefubietiiiefit links of the iJc<h and yt^^ centuries are equally firm ; 
yec tlM.wbete i« approved and (l^«o4ed by M. OaiJUid (lom. m. p. tfo«^ 
8f. 103 — 106,) who affirms, that the family of Montcfquiou (not of the 
pi«efiijwic <le M«at^qttieii)' is defcetfded, ifr' th« female Ime, 'fiom Ck>- 
uirc and-Oovi^v-Hio iaaoceatfrec^niion! 

( 1 08) The g^oyernors or counts of tht: Spani(h march revolted from 
Charlw the Simple abovt the year ^oa ; «nd a poor pittance, t»ie Roofff^ 
loo, bar been recovered io v6^ by^&e kings of France (Lan^uenio, 
DcjcriptJon de fa t'raace, tom. i p. 220 — 222.). Yet the Roufilfon con- 
taina 188, 900 fabjed^s, and annnally pays i,6oo>ooo livres (Necker, Ad- 
miaiftracion.d«s Piaaneee, tea». j.'.p. 276, '279.); tnore people, perhapv% 
aad 4«tilit|ei* moce money^ tli«D the,m9r«h cif PMriemagne. 

refidence 
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refidence of the French governor : he poffefled 
the counties of RQufillon and Catalonia \ and the 
infant kingdoms of Navarre and Arragon were 

ita-y» fubjeft tQ his jurifdidion. IIL As king of the 
Lombards, and patrician of Rome, he reigned 
over the greateft part of Italy ( 109), a traft of a 
thoufand miles from the Alps to the borders of 
Calabria. The dutchy of Beneverthimy a Lom- 
bard fief, had fpread, at the expence of the 
Greeks, over the modern kingdom of Naples. 
But Arrechis, the reigning duke, refufed to be 
included in the flavery of his country ; afTumed 
the independent title of prince ; and qppofed his 
fword to the Carlovingian monarchy. His de- 
fence was firm, his fubmiiBon was not inglori- 
ous, and the emperor was content with an eafy 
tribute, the demolition of his fortreffes, and the 
acknowledgment, on hi^ .coins, of a fupreme 
lord. The artful flattery of his fon Grimoald 
added the appellation of father, but he afTerted 
his dignity with prudence;, and Beneventum in- 

cermany, fcufibly efcapcd from the French yoke (1 1 o). IV. 
Charlemagne was the firft who united Germany 
under the fame fceptre.. The name of Oriental 
France is preferved in the. circle of Franconia ; 
and the people of Hejfe and Thuringia were re- 
' cently incorporated with the viftors, by the con- 
formity of religion and government. The jHe- 
manniy fo formidable to the Romans, were the 
faithful vafTals and confederates of the Franks } 
and their country was infcribed within the mo- 
dern limits of Alface^ Swabia^ and Switzerland. 
The Bavariansy with a fimilar indulgence of 
their laws and manners, were lefs patient of a 
mafter : the repeated treafons of Tafillo juftified 
the abolition of their hereditary dukes; and 

(109) Schmidt, Hid. des Allemtods, torn. li. p. ftoo, fire. 

(119) See Ciaanone, torn. i. pi 374, 37$. tnd the AqmIi vf Marttori. 

their 
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their power was ihared among the counts, who 
judged and guarded that important frontier. 
But the north of Germany, from the Rhine and 
beyond the Elbe, was ftiil hoftile and Pagan ; 
nor was it till after a war of thirty-three years 
that the Saxons bowed under the yoke of Chrift 
and of Charlemagne. The idols and their vo- 
taries were extirpated : the foundation of eight 
bilhoprics, of Munfter, Ofnaburgh, Paderborn, 
and Minden, of Bremen, Verden, Hildelheim, 
and Halberfladt, define, on either fide of the 
Wefer, the bonds of ancient Saxony ; thefe epif- 
copal feats were the firft fchools and cities of 
that favage land j and the religion and humanity 
of the children atoned^ in fome degree, for the 
maifacre of the parents. Beyond dbie Elbe, the 
Sclavij or Sclavonians, of fimilar manners and* 
various denominations,, overfpread the modern 
dominions of Pruflia, Poland, and Bohemia, 
and fome tranfient marks of obedience have 
tempted the French hiilorian to extend the em- 
pire to the Baltic and the Viftula, The con- 
qvieft or converfion of thofe countries is of a . 
more recent age; but the firft union of Bohemia 
with the Germanic body may be juftly afcribed 
to the arms of Charlemagne. V. He retaliated Hnngiry, 
on the Avars, or Huns of Pannonia, the fame 
calamities which they had inflided on the na- 
tions. Their rings, the wooden fortifications 
which encircled their diftrids and villages, were 
broken down by the triple effort of a French 
army, that was poured into their country by 
land and water, through the Carpathian 
mountains and along the plain of the Danube. 
After a bloody conflifl: of eight years, the lofs 
of fome French generals was avenged by the 
flaughter of the moft noble Huns : the relics 
of the nation fubmitted : the royal refidence of 
the chagan v^as left defolate and unknown ; and 
the treafures, the rapine of two hundred and 
fifty years, enriched the victorious troops, or 

decorated 
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decorated the churches of Italy and Gaul (i 1 1) 
After the reduction of Pannonia, the empire of 
Charlemagne was bounded only by the-confiu-x- 
of the Danube with the Teyfs and the Sa-vc : 
the provinces of lilria, Libumia, arid^ Dalma- 
tia, were an eafy, though unpro^tabla, accelS* 
on ; and it was an effed of bis moderation, that 
he left the maritime cities under the real or no- 
minal fovereignty of the Greeks, But* thefe 
dlflant pofTeiTions added more to the reputation 
than to the power of the Latin era^for ; nor did 
he riik any ecclefiaftical foundacidlis ' to reclaim 
the Barbarians from their vagtam;^ life and ido- 
latrous worfliip. Some canals of communica- 
tion between the rirers, the Sai6lie^ and tfce Meufe, 
the Rhiae and the Danube, mett faintly at- 
tempted (] 12). Their execution would have vivi- 
fied the empire; and more coil and labour were 
often wafted in the (bufture of a cstthedrai. 
Hisneieh- If wc rctTace the outlines. of this geogf^phical 
hours .„H pj^^^re, it wili be.feen that the empire of the 
Franks, extended, between eaft an^ weft, from 
the Rbro to the Elbe or Vittula ; between the 
north and fouth; froni the dutciw of Benev^n- 
turn, to the river Eyder, the perpi^txial boundary 
of Germany and Dentnark. The peribnal and 
political importance of Charlemagne was mag- 
nified by the diftrcfs and divifion of the reft of 
Europe. The iflands of Great Britain and Ire- 
land were difputed by a crowd of princea of 

(ill) Qoot prdjft; in eo i^efU \ quantum fiMf uiois cffuff m lit \ TefH* 
far vtcaa omni babitatioae Pannonia, et locus la quo regia Cagani fiik ita 
dtfertu^ ttt oe vcftigiumquidM) humaiM habicctioora app«reat. Tota 
la hoc bcJIo Hvnoorttm nobiUcM perik, feoM glortft^ccidtt, pcniiia pccuoi* 
ct coogefti ex longo tempore tbefauri direpti funt. 

(no.) The jasftionof the Rhine srid Dinab* Was' todereaken only fbr 
the fervicc of' the Panoonian war (GaiUard, Vie de Chai-Ie n pne, torn, 
ii. p. 314— 315. )• Th® canal, which would have been only two leagues 
id length, and of whkh fotne traces «re ftill dxtanHa StMibk, wat in- 
terrupted by excefliire rains, military avocations and fuperftitious feara 
(Sdisepflfq, Hid. de l*Ac^d^mie des Infcriptions, tonx xviii* p. t^S, 
Moliminar fluvfonuxit Ice Jw^ndorumi p. s^-^fii.). 

Saxon 
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S^xbii or Sddttlfh cAgbi ; lAd. iher the lofsof 
Spain, the Chriftiah md Gfothic kingdom of 
AlpKoiifdthd eh^fte, w^s Confined to the narrow 
rang6 of the Afturian mountains. Thcfc petty 
fovcfcTgiis retcred the power or viftuc of the 
Ctrlovingian motlarcb, implored the honour and- 
fiipport of hi^ affiance, and ftylcd him their 
common parent, the fole and fupreme emperor 
of the Weft (113)- He maintained a more eq[ifil 
irtiercoutfe with the caliph Harun al Rafhid ( 1 14), 
whofe dominion ftretched from Africa to Indid, 
and accepted from bis ambaffadors a tetit^ l 
water clock, an elephant, aiid the keys of the 
holy feptilcbre. It is nor eafy to con<^eive the 
private friendfhip of a Frank and an Arab, Wh6 
were ftratigers to each other's perfon, and lan^ 
giiage, and religion : but their public d6rref- 
pondetice was funded on vanity, and their i*e- 
mwc fiftoation left nty reom for a competition of 
intereft. Two-rhirds of the Weftern empire of 
Rome were fubjed to Chafrlemagne, and the de- 
ficiency was amply fopplied by his command of 
the inacceffibfe or invincible nations of Ger- 
many. But in the choice of his enemies, we 
may be reaibnably forprifed' that he lb often pre- 
ferred the poverty of the north to the riches of 
the fouth. The three-and-thirty campaigni la-* 
bi^rioufly confamed in the woods and moraflea 
of Germany, would have fuiBced to aflfept the 
amplitude of his title by the cxpuMion of th* 
Greeksf from Italy and the Silratens from Spain. 
The weakneft of the Greeks would havie enfurfed 

('fi3)6«e-E^inhAid, c r£ Arid G«i)Urd; tain. ii. p. ^6i^$%$. who 
mentioo^with t loofe re£erci)ce« th« intercoor/c of Cbtrlemt^e «nd. 
Egbert, the cmperor*«'gifl of WiTowJif {vf6r^y ihtf the mOdett aafwer of 
his Saxoo dtfciple. The anecdote, if genain^i would have adorned our 
Eogl^lh hiftofiec* 

(114.) The correfpondence is mentioned otkly'in the French annals, and 
the Orieoials are igiforant of the caliph^s friendlhip for tht Cbrifliand^ 
«-a poliie appei!aiion> which Harun beftows on the eraperor of the 
Greel^. 

Vol. IX. M an 

\ 
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an cafy vidory : and the holy crufade againft 
the iSaracens would have been prompted by glory 
and revenge, and loudly juftified by religion and 
policy. Perhaps, in his expeditions beyond tbe^ 
Rhine and the Elbe, be afpired to fave his mo-' 
oarchy from the fate of the Roman empire, to 
difarm the enemies of civilized fociety, and to 
eradicate the feed of future emigrations. But it 
has been wifely obferved, that in a light of pre- 
caution, all conqueft muft be ineffectual, unlefs 
it could be univerfal ; fince the encreafing circle 
muft be involved in a larger fphere of hofti- 
ruy( 1 15). The fubjugation of Germany withdrew 
the veil which had fo long concealed the conti- 
nent or. iilands of Scandinavia from the know* 
ledge of Europe, and awakened the torpid cou- 
rage of their barbarous natives. The fierceft 
of the Saxon idolators efcaped from the Chriftian 
tyrant to their brethren of the north ; the Ocean 
and Mediterranean wer<5 covered with their py- 
ratical fleets; and Charlemagne beheld with a 
Irgh the deftruftivc progrefs of the Normans, 
who, in Icfs than feventy years, precipitated the 
fail of his race and rponarchy. 
Hitfttccef. Had the pope and the Romans revived the 
^"""jn^^ D. primitive fconftitulion, the iitles of emperor and 
^14— 887 in Auguftus were conferred on Charlemagne for the 
iioima- term of bis life i and his fucceflbrs, on each va- 
«y» ys? »«» cancy, muft haye^fccndcd the throne by a for- 
'^*'***' mal or jtacit election* But the affqciation of his 
fon.Lfwis the Pious aflerts the independent right 
of monarchy and conqueft, and. the emperor 
A. D. 813. feems on this occafion to have forefcen and pre- 
vented the latent claims of the clergy. The royal 
youth was commanded to take the crown from 

(115) GailUrd, torn. li. p. 361— 3^5* 471 — 47^. 491. I htve bor- 
. rowed his judicious remarks on Charlemagne's plan of cbnqnefl, and the 
judicious diftin^tion of his enemies of the £rft and the fecpnd enceinte 
(torn. ii. p. 184. 509,' &c.). 

the 
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the ahar, and with his own hands to place it on 
his head, as a gift which he held from God, his 
father, and the nation (116). The fame cere- 
mony was repeated, though with lefs energy, in 
the fubfequent aflbciations of Lothaire and 
Lewis the fecond ; the Carlovingian fccptrc was 
tranfmitted from father to fon in a lineal defcent 
of four generations ; and the ambition of the 
popes was reduced to the empty honour of 
crowning and anointing thefe hereditary princes 
who were already invcfted with their power and 
dominions. The pious Lewis furvived his bro- Lewis the 
thers, and embraced the whole empire of Char-^*°"'jj 
magne ; but the nations and the nobles, his 814-I840. 
biihops and his children, quickly difcerned that * 
this mighty mafs was no longer infpired by 
the fame foul ; and the foundations were under- 
mined to the centre, while the external furface 
was yet fair and entire. After a war, or battle, 
which confumed one hundred thoufaod Franks, 
the empire was divided by treaty between his 
three fons who had violated every filial and fra- 
ternal duty. The kingdoms of Germany and !-<«*»«•■€ i. 
France were for ever feparated ; the provinces of 840—8$^. > 
Gaul, between the Rhone and the Alps, the 
Meufe and the Rhine, were afligned, with Italy, 
to the Imperial dignity of Lothaire. In the par- 
tition of his (hare, Lorraine and Aries, two 
recent and tranfitory kingdoms, were bellowed 
6n the younger children ; and Lewis the fecond, Uwiiii. 
his eldeft fon, was content with the realm of gj^lajj, 
Italy, the proper and fufficient patrimony of a 
Roman emperor. On his death without any 

{116) Tbegan, the hiogrspherof Lewis, relates this coronation > an4 
Baronius has honcfity trauicnbed it (A. D. 8139 No. i3> &c. See Gail- ' 
lard, torn. ii. p. <o5, 507, 508 ), howfoevcr adverfe to the claims of 
the popes. For the feriet oif the Carlovingiaos fee the hiftorians of 
Prance, Italy, and Germany ; PfeiFel, Schmidt, Velly^ Muiratori, and 
even Voltaire, whofc pidttres are Ibmetimct juft, and always plcaf* 
»ng- • - 

M 2 male 
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male iflue, titc vacant throne wa^ difputed hj^ 
his VDcle3 and coufins, and the popes mofl: deie* 
troufly feized the occafion of judging the claims 
^d merit$ of the candidates, and of beftowtng 
GO the mod obfcquious or mod liberal^ the IiH'* 
pcrial office, of advocate of the Homan chureh. 
The dregs of the Carlovingian r^e no longer 
exhibited any fymptonfis of virtue or power, and 
the ridiculous epithets of the f;ald^ the jSammirefp 
the faf^ and the Jimpk^ diftinguiftied the tanne 
and uniform features of a crowd of kings alike 
dcfffrving of oblivion. By the failure of the 
collateral branches, the whole inheritance de* 
pMfion of solved to Charles the Fat, the laft emperor of 
the empire, his family: his infanity authorifed the defertioQ 
A.D.S8S. ^^ Qermany, Italy, and France : be was de-* 
pofed in a diet, and folicited his daily bread 
from the rebels, by whofe contempt his life and 
liberty had been fpared. Accordiag to the in«a^ 
fure of their force, the governors, the bi(hop$, 
and the lords, ufurped tbc fragments of the falU 
iQg empire ^ and i^me preference wa^ (hewn to 
the female or illegitimate bipod of Charlen^^gne^ 
Of the greater part, the title and poijeffio^ were 
alike doubtful, and the merit was adequate to the 
contracted fcalc of their dominions. Thofe who 
could appear with an army ax the gates of Rome 
were crowned emperors in the Vatican ; but: 
their modefty wa^ more frequently fatisfied wirh 
the appellation of kings of Italy; and the whale 
«riu of fcventy-fou|- years may be deemed a 
yacancyt from the abdication of Charles th^ Fati 
to the eftablilhment of Ocho the firft. 
othokingof OthoTiiy) was of the noble race of the 
GermtBy dufces Qt Saxouy ; aod if he truly defcended 

from 

(417) H» wt« tkt foa ef Otho^ the Ton ef Ludofph, io whofe hwnw 
•Im cl^itcbyel Saxony M ^en iaftitirted> A. D.S^tt.' RiiocgeriiV the 
bifgrtphcr vf • SuBruaa (Biteliu. Buaavitiui Catalog, torn. tii. vol. ff. 
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^otrt Wltikind, the advcrfaty and profelyte of^«««'«».**' 
Charietn^gtie^ the pofteHty of a vaf)qui(hcd ThTXAere 
people was exahcd to reign over their Conquer- ^"*^''?^ 
ors. Mil father Henry the Powleir was elefted, ' 
by th^ futfirage of the tiation, to favc and infti. 
tote the kingdom of Germany. Its limits (i 1 8) 
were enlarged on every fide by his fon, the firft 
and greateft of the Othos. A portion of Caul 
to the weft of the Rhine, along the bankd of 
the Meufe and the Mofelle, was afligned to the 
Germans, by whoTe blood and language it has 
been tinged fmce the time of Caefar and Tacitus. 
Between the Rhine, the Rhone, and the Alps, 
the fucceiTors of Otho acquired a vain fupremd- 
cy over the broken kingdoms of Burgundy and 
Aries. In the north, Chriftianity was propa- 
gated by the fword of Otho, the conqueror and' 
apoille of the Slavic nations of the Elbe and 
Oder : the marches of Brandenburg and Sicfwick 
were fortified with German colonies; and the king 
df Denmark, the dukes of t'oland and Bohemia, 
confeiTed thtrtifelves his tributary vaflals. At 
the head of A vidorious antiy, he paffed the 
Alps, fabdued the kingdom of Italy, delivei^ed 
the i^pe, and for ever fiied the Imperial crown 
iti the name and nation of Gerftiany. Prom 
that memorable asra, tUro maxims of public^ p- 
rifprutlence were introduced by force And tati- 
fiedbytime. I. TO&tf/ the prirtce, who was elee- 
ted in the German diet, acquired from tliat in- 
ftant the fubjcdi kingdoms of Italy and Ron»e» 
IL But that he might not legally afiume the tides 

p. 4^9^)^n fh€9 X fj^lcndid tthArftaei* ^ hi% fcAiilv. Mkfmtt^ tft^H uftjue 
sd hominam mcRioHtm omnet mobiliffiwt ; mihak \iiit&r\kn\ l^rpfi^H^ 
tmmilliis de^ner f«ci1e re^itur {itpnd Strtivjiim, CfH-p. Hffl GemttA. 
|K ii6.). Yet GtindiiDg (in f^enrico Attcu^f) n not fttisfied 6f hit 
defcenc from Witikind. 

(iie^ Sibe the tfeadfe tff Osric^itrt {^.t Ftnitms flfip^Hi OertOinitu 
Vrtocofvrt. f€BOy in 4C0.)t lie r^^t Cfar e^lrtfifft^flt aft\j irttptc/pet 
&ate of the Roman and Carlo^iUgMib HnfNes, and ditcuflc<s >«iriih tst^ 
ration the ri^t« of Ocrtttaajt, lief vilfafk Md h» 9tiKt|b«air«, 

of 
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of emperor and Auguftus, till he bad received 
the crown from the hands of the Roman pon- 
tifF(u9). 
Tnnftc- The Imperial dignity of Charlemagne was 
weftwn''* announced to the Eaft by the alteration of his 
and Eaftero ftyle ; and inftcad of faluting his fathers^ the 
empires. Qr^ek cmpcrors, he prcfumed to adopt the more 
equal and familiar appellation of brother ( 1 20)4 
Perhaps in his connexion wi^h Irene, he afpired 
to the name of huflband : his embafly to Conftan- 
tinople fpokc the language of peace and friend- 
fliip, and might conceal a treaty of marriage 
with that ambitious princcfs, who had renounced 
the moft facred duties of a mother. The nature, 
the duration, the pn bable confequences of fuch 
an union between two diftant and diflfonant 
empires, it is impoffible to conjc(f\ure ; but the 
unanimous filence of the Latins may teach us. 
to fufpeft, that the report was invented by the 
enemies of Irene, to charge her with the guilt 
of betraying the church and (late to the ftrangers 
of the Weft (121). The French ambaiTadors 
were the fpedators, and had nearly been the, 
viSiras, of the conspiracy of Nicephorus, and 
the national hatred. Conftantinople was exaf- 
perated by the treafon and facrilege of ancient 
Rome: a proverb, " That the Franks were 
^^ good friends and bad neighbours,'* was in 
every one's mouth ; but it was dangerous to 

(119) The power of cuftom forces me to nuirtber Coorftd I. and Hen- 
ry I. the Powler, in the lift of empeiors, t title which wns never *(• 
fumed by thole kings of Germany. The Italians, Muraiori for inltance, 
are more icrupuious and corre£l, and only reckon the priocts who have 
been crowned at Rome. 

• (fio) Invidiam tamen fui«epti ooraintt (C. P. tmperaioribaii fuper hoc 
iodigoantibus magfia tal.t paiieot«a, viciique eorum coaiumaciam . . 
n)ttten(^o ad eo« crebras legationes, et in epiftolit frafres eo« «rp^l)*<»<^<^o. 
Egioh^rd, c. 48. p. ia8.)* Perhaps it wak on their account that, like 
Augoilus, he fl{fe>f^ed fome relu£(ance to receive the empire. 

(ill) Theophanes fpeaka of the coronation nnd unaion of Cbarlev 
K^pvXXoc (Chronograph, p. 399- )« and of his treaty of marriage with 
Irene (p. 401.^ which is unknown to the Latins Gail lard relates his 
traoi'ackioDs with the Greek empire (torn. ii. p. 446—468 ). 

provoke 
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provoke a nei^bour M'h'o 'might be tempted to 
reiterate, in the church of St. Sophi^i the cere- 
mony of his Imperial Coronation. After a te- 
dious journey of circuit and delay, the ambaffa- 
dors of Nicephorus found htm in 1ils camp, on 
the banks of the river Sala ; and Charlemagne 
afFeded to confound their vanity by difplaying, 
in a Franconian village, the pomp, or at leaft the 
pride, of the Byzantine palace (12a). The 
Greeks were fuccefliveiy led through four halls 
of audience; in the firft they were ready to fall 
proftratc before a fplendid perfonag^ in a chair 
of ftate, tin he informed them that he was only 
a fcrvant^ the conftable, or mafter of the horfc 
of the emperor. The fame miftake, and the 
fame anfwer, were repeated in the apartments 
of the count palatine, the ftcward, and the 
chamberlain ^ and their impatience was gradual- 
ly heightened, till the doors of the prefence- 
chamber were thrown open, and they beheld 
the genuine, monarch, on his throne, enriched 
withthc foreign luxury which he defpifed, and 
encircled whh the love and reverence of his vie- 
torious chiefs. A treaty of peace and alliancp 
w^s concluded between the two empires, and the 
limits of the Eaft and Weft were defined by thp 
riorht of prefent pofleffion. But the Greeks (123) 
foon forgot this humiliating equality, or rememr 
bcred it only to hate the Barbarians by whom it 
was extorted. During the fhort union of virtue 
and power, they refpcftfully fajuted the auguji 
Charlemagne with the acclamations of bqfileus^ 

(ill) Gailtard very properly obferv^v, tbtt \\n% pagei^nt wi^s t farce 
fuitable to children ooiy ; but that it wai indeed rcprcdenifid in the pre- 
fence, and for the benefit, of children of a larger growth. 

(113) Connpar^, in the original text» colkaed by Pagi (^in. iii. A. D. 
Si2,>|o y.A.D. 8aL4, No 19, &c.)^iheconira(l ofCharlemagpe and his font 
to the forner the arobaiTadors of Michael (who were indeed difa vowed) 
fflore Aio, id eft lingua Grcca (aodes dixerunt, tmpertitore^ eum tt 
^ori Am appell antes } to ihc latter^ /^#(a/« irnperatori Fr«9r«rri9r 

an4 
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^ndemjpefoj of thcRonan^* Am foop a$ tbefc 
qualities ypre feparatc4 in the perfon o( hh pious 
fqn, the Byzantine Ietti?r? were infcribcd, " Ta 
i, « the kingj or, as be ftyles himfclf, the emperor 

*' of the Trauks and Lombards." Wheri boUi 
power and virtue, were cxtinft, they deTpculed 
Lewis the fecond of his hereditary title, and, 
with the barbarous appellation of rex or rtga^ 
degraded Kim among the crowd of Latin priueea* 
Hia reply (124) is cxpreflive of his wcgk^efe: 
he proves, with Gome learning, tbax* bx>lh in fa- 
(:rcd and profane hiftqry^ the name of king 15 
fynonimou? with the Greek word baftkm : if, a^t 
O^n/tantinQple, it were affumed in a niQ^i:e ^^n<- 
Ave and imperial fenfe, he claims frqiri hif • axi- 
ceftprs, and from the pppe, a juft participation 
pf the honours of the Roman purple. Th^ fame 
conrtrovcrfy was tcvived ia the reign of the 
Qthps ; and their ambafiador (lefcribes^ in live*- 
ly colours, the infol.enqc of the By;^tiii^ 
court(i25> The Greeks atfettcd Xf>. d^efpifc 
the poverty and ignorance of the Franks ax34 
3a4Cons y and in their lasft decline, r^fuied tp 
proftitute to the kings of Cvmany th^ jjtle of 
Roman emperors. 
Authority Thcfe emperors^ in the election of the po|u^^ 
^rortio'thc continued to exerpift the pow-er^ which bad beci^ 
d^iomof affumed by t{ie Gpthic and Grecian prinpc^^ and 
I epopw. ^jj^ impprtanjqc of this prerojg^ativc cncneafcd 
with the temporal eftate and fpintual jurifdiAion 

(144) ^ee the epiftle, in Paralipomei^a, pf the anonymoot writer k4 
Stlemo (Script. Ital. tons. il. part ii, p. 143— a$4* < 9^^*07. )4 whom 
BaroninR (A. D. tyi, N^ $1 — 71.) miftook for Brchcmpert, when he 
tranfcribed it in hit AnoaJt. 

( t%t;) Ipfe enim vot, lion imptratorem^ id eft Bao-Ckna foa lingua, fed 
oh indignationeni P»iy«, id eft re^em noflrd' vocahat (Utitj»raqd, in'l^^t, 
in Script, Ital. toin. ii. part i. p. 479.)* The p^p^ had ekborteri Ntce- 
phomt, emperor of the Qreeku to make peace with Otho, the- i^0|;utjt 
emper6r of the Ronaut-^yx^ infcriptio fecondum Cr^cos pcccatria et 
temeraria .... impcratorera inquiuJot, univfrfaUm^ ktmanfrurxj jf«- 
gaftum^ magmtn^ JcUm^ Ntcephomm (p. 486.). 

of 
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m( ^ ftomw cbttfcb, Ii> the Cbriftiad arifloe* ^J:J^^ 
ra<7> the principai members of the clergy ftiU ' 
formed a fcnMC to aifift the adnftiniftration, and 
\o Aipply ibe vac^Acyi of the bi(hop« Rome 
WW ^vide<) iftto ivreoty-cigbt parilhes, aad cacb 
porMh WM governed by a cardinal-prieft, or preCr 
byt^9 a title wbicb* however eofomon and qxk 
doft m kf origiii, haa afpired to emulate the 
l^f pl9 of kings* Their number wa» eobrged bf 
the aifl^iation of the feven d<fkOor>$ of the moft 
eonfiderable hofpi^, the feven palatine judgea 
ef thf Li^teraA, and iw^e dignitariefi of the charcb, 
Thia-edclefiafticft (eotte wa^ direded by the fe*' 
ven cMdvnal b^ops of fhe Roman prot^ince^. 
who were leiis oeci^ied in (be^ fubmrb dtoceres of 
Oftia, Porto, Vcluiap, Tttfculom, Praneac, Tk 
biK> and the S^bine^, than by their weekly fervicd 
lA tjhel^teraniand their fuperior Jharc in the ho* 
nour.6 and authorky of the apoftolic fee. On the- 
death of the pope, thefe biibeps recommended % 
fuc£€i]S>r to the fiiflfrage of the college of cardt- 
aals( 126^)9 and their choice was ratified or rejeded 
by tho ^pplaufe or clamour of the Roman people,^ 
Bi^t the ele£^ion wa9 imperfect ^ nor coi4d th«| 
pontiff be IfgaUy confecrated till the emperor^ 
the advocate of the church, had. gracioiifly (ig* 
nified his appiobaiion and confrnt. The royal 
conomiifioner examiiiifsd, on the fpot^ the form 
and freedom of the proceedings; nor was ii« 
till after a previous fcrutiny into the qualifica* 
tions of- the candidates, that he aceepted an oath 
of fidelity, and confirmed the donations which 
bad lucceffively enriched the patrimonj^of St* 

(116) Tbe.9rifia»p4 pr^^scc)^* ^^ (betjile of c«r4in%t wMfk* fbond m 
ThomaiHa (Difcipline de PEgUfe^ torn* i. p« i9^i-^i«^S^i M«iM»ft 
(Ajv(iq«v»uiUlke M«^. ^vi, torn. vi. diflVrt. UK p. i^^-^-^ilx ), aai 
Mo(n^in) (laiVitvt Hift. Sc<^l«f. p. 34S*^347*)9 w^O accvHely rcii>M-lkt- • 
thp^iarmfi 9ndch«ofteft«f ihe dc£^MA. The cftrUiPftl bkOiops fo 4wghlf 
cxaii«ti by P«te» ]^iiBi«fHt«> «rt f«ak to * h^^l wkh Um red oi thaf^ 
crc/ico{be||«. 

Peten 
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Peter. In the frequent fchiiois, the rival cisims 
were fubmittcd to the fentence of the emperor ; 
and in a fynod of bifliops he pr^fumed to judgr, 
to condemn, and to punifli, the crimes of a 
guilty pontiff! Otho the firft impofed a treaty 
on the fenate and people, who engaged to pre* 
Ux the candidate moft acceptable to his majefty 
(i a7): his fucceflbrs anticipated or prevented their 
choice : they beftowed the Roman benefice, like 
the biflioprics of Cologne or Bamberg, on their 
chancellors or preceptors ; and whatever might 
be the merit of a Frank or Saxon, his name 
fufficiently attefts the interpofition of foreign 
powen Thefe afts of prerogative were moft fpe- 
ciouily excufed by the vices of a popular elefti- 
on. The competitor who had been excluded by 
the cardinals, appealed to the paflions or ava- 
rice of the multitude ; the Vatican and the La- 
teran were ftained with blood; and the moft 
powerful fenators, the marquifles of Tufcany 
and the counts of Tufculum, held the apoftoKc 
Difordert. fee in a long and difgraceful fervitude. The 
Roman pontiffs, of the ninth and tenth centu- 
ries, were infulted, imprifoned, and murdered, 
by their tyrants ; and fuch was their indigence 
after the lofs and ufurpation of the ecclefiaflical 
patrimonies, that they could neither fupport the 
ft ate of a prince nor exercife the charity of a 
prieft (128). The influence of two fifter prof- 

(117) Firmitcir JQrxiittt» nnnqaanf fe p^itro eleAoros tut ordinate- 
roH prcter confcofam ct eledtiooem Othonis et iiili fui (Liut|>randy J. vi« 
c. ^. p. 471*)* This impoitftnt conceflion may either fupply or confirm the 
decree 0/ t^e der^ ^nd people of Rome, to fiercely rejeAed bjr Bajro- • 
oiusy Pftgif tnd Mbrttori (A. D. 964}, tod fo well defended tnd ex- 
pl lined by St. Mtrc [Abregc, tom ii. p. SoS—- 8i6. torn. iv. p. 1167-^* 
iiS$.)* Coofulc thtt biftorictl critic, tnd the Annttc of Murttori, for^ 
the eledkion tnd confirmttion of etch pope. 

(it8) Th^ oppreflion tod vices of the Romtn church in the x^^ cen- 
tury tre ftroogly painted in the htftory tnd legttioo of Liatprtnd (fee p. 
440. 4$o. 47 1-— 476. 479, &c.) ; tnd it is whimfictl enough to obfcrve 
• Mnrttori tempering the invedives of Btrooius igtinft the popes. 
Bat thefe popes hid been chofen, act by the ctrdintls, but by Ity-pt- 
trons. 

titutes^ 
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lilutes, Marozia, and Theodora, was founded 
on' their wealth and beauty, their political and 
amorous intrigues : the moft flrenuous of their 
lovers were rewarded with the Roman mitre, and 
their reign (129) may have fuggefted to the 
darker ages (130) the fable (13O o^ ^ female 
pope (132). The baftard fon, the grandfon and 
the grjeat-grandfon of Marozia, a rare genea* 
logy^ were feated in the chair of St. Peter, and 
it .was at the age of nineteen years that the 
fecond of thefe became the head of the Latin 
church. His youth and manhood were of a 
fuitable complexion ; and the naticms of pil- 
grims could bear teftimony to the charges that 
-were urged againft him in a Roman fynod, and 
in the prefence of Otho the great. As John 
XII. had renounced the drefs and decencies of 

(129} The time of p-pe Joan (papija Joanna) is placed fomewhat 
earlier than Theodora or Manv/ia; tod the two years of her ifnajrin ry 
reign »rc forcib'y inferted between Leo IV. and Beoedi£^ III. But the 
contemporary AnaiUfius iad flolubly links the deaih of Leo and the 
elevation of Benedict (illico, tnox, p. 147 ) ; and the accorate chronolo;ry 
of P«£^ Moratoriy ud Leiboilz* fixet both eventt to the year 857. 

(130) The advocates for pope Joan prodace ene hundred and fifty . 
witaeflea, or rather echoes, of the xiv^b, xv^\ and xvith centuries. 
They bear teftimony againft ihetnfelves aad the legend, by multiplying 
the proof that fo curious a (lory mt^ft have been repeated by writers of 
every delcription to whom it was known. On thefe of the ix*!* and x<h 
centuries the recent event would have fltibed with t double force. 
Would Photius have fpared fuch t reproach } Could Lintprand have mif- 
fed fuih fcaadal ? It is fctrcely worth while to difcufs the various read« 
ings of Martinus Polonar, Sigebert of Gemblours, or even Mariana a 
Scotut ; but a raoft palpable forgery is the palTage of pope Joan, which 
has beea fcilted into fome MSB. and editions of the Roman Anaftafius. 

(171) As /«//>, it defer vet that name; but I would not pronounce it 
incredible. Suppofe a farrous French chevalier of our own times to have 
been born in Italy, and educated in the church, inOead of the aimy : htf 
merit or fortune inigbt have raifed her to St. Peter*t chah*; her amours 
would have been natural; her delivery in the tlreeta unlucky, but not 
improbable. 

(131) Till the reformation, the tale was repeated, and believed with« 
out offence; and Joan^s female ftatue long occupied her place among the 
popes in the cathedral of Sienna (Pagi, Critica, torn. iii. p. 524—626.). 
She has been annihilated by two learned proteftants, Blondel and Ba) le 
(DiAionnaire Critique, Papassi, PoLOHUs,'BLoif dil); but their Ure^ 
thren were rcandaiifed by this equitable and generous criticifm. Span- 
heim and Lentaot attempted to Tave this poor engine of controverfy ; and 
even Mo(heim con^^efcendt to cheriih fome doubt and fuipicion (p. iSp.}- 
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his profeffion, the fiUier may not perhaipi hi 
diihonoured by the wine which he drank^ tht 
blood that he fpilt, the flames that be kmdted^ 
or the Ucentious purfuits of gaming and hunting* 
His open fimony might be the confequenee of 
diftrefs: and his bUff^emous tnvocatidn of 
Jupiter and Venus, if it be true, could not pof* 
fibly be ferioiss. But we read with fome fur-» 
prife, that the WOTthy grandfon of Marozia liired 
iii public adultery with the matrons of Rome ; 
that the Lateran palace was turned into a fchoot 
for proftitution, and that his rapes of vhrgina 
and widows had deterred the female pilgfitiftd 
from vifiting the tomb of St. Peter, left, in thd 
devout a£t, they ftould be violated by his fuc« 
ceflbr (i33> The proteftants have dwell With 
malicious pleafiue on diefe chara£tai{ of anti* 
chrifl; ; but to a philofophic eye, the vices of the 
clergy are far lefs dangerous than their virtues, 
Keformaci- After a long ferie& of icandal, the apoftolic iee 
dli^ of W2ts reformed and exalted by the aufterity and 
the church, zeal of Gfeffory VII. That ambitious monk de<- 
iV^'"""' voted his hfe to the executibn of two projeds. 
1 To fix in the college of cardinals the freedom 
and independence of eledion, and for ever to 
aboliih the right or ufurpation of die emperort 
and the Roman people. II. To b^ow and re- 
fame the Weftern empire as a fief or benefice 
(134) of the church, and to extend his tempo« 
ral dominion over die kings and kingdoms of 

(133) Litennenfe ptlatiam .... proflibulaiti meretricmn Te(Tii 

^RiniQin gentimru pribterqoint Roinaooruin^ ib4eii(i« malieram, que 
fto^rum apoftolorum limina orandi gratiH timent vifere, ctiai nonhtlHaA 
tnte diet psacos^ huoc <udlerint conjugstts viduia, Ti'rginea vi oppreARe 
(Liatpnod, Hift. I. vi. c. 6, p. 471* See the whole affair of Jobta XII. 
p. 471— 47^.). 

i 134^ A flew example of the mlfchief of eqahrocittoit it the heueficium 
(Docftnge, tom.i. p. 617, &c ) which the pope conferred on the emperor 
Frederic I. fince the Latin word may fignify either a legal fief, or a fim- 
pie favovr, an obligation (we want the word hienfait). See Schmidt, 
Hid* dea Altemtnds, torn. iii. p. ^93-^4^6. Pfeffel, Abreg£ Chrenold* 
gique^ torn. i. p. 129. 296. 317. 3«4- 4%o. 43^* S^*^* S^S* i99> ^c*)- 

the 
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dm canlu After a conteft of fifty years, the 
firft of thefe defigns was accomplilhed by the 
fina fupport of the ecclefiaftkal order, whofe 
liberty was coimefted with that of their chief. 
But t&e fecond attempt, though it was crowned 
with ibme partial and appare9t Aiccefs, has been 
vigoroufly refifted by the feciilar power, and 
finaUy extii^iihed by the improvement of human 
reafon. 

In itbe revival of the empire of Rome, neither AmhaHty 
the biftiop nor the people could beftow on Char- ^,^.1^' 
lemagne or Otbo^ the provinces which were loft, R«m^ 
as tbey had been won, by the chance of arms. 
But the Romans were free to chufe a mafler for 
themfelves ; and the powers which bad been de- 
legated to die patrician, were H-revocably granted 
to the French and Saxon emperots of the Weft« 
The broken records of the times (135) prcferve 
fome remembrance of their palace, their mint, their 
tribunal, tjheir edi£ts» and the fword of juftice, 
which, as late as the thirteenth century, was de- 
rived from C^far to the praefeS of the city(i36'>. 
Between the arts of the popes and the violence of 
the people, this fupremacy was cruflied and an- 
nihilated. Content with the titles of emperor 
and Auguftus, the Aicceflbrs of Charlemagne 
negle£^ to aflfert this local jurifdidion. In the 
hour of profperity, their ambition was diverted 
by more alluring objects ; and in the decay and 
divifion of th^ empire, they were opprefled by 
the defence of their hereditary provinces. Aihidu Rcvou of 
the ruins of Italy, the famous Marozia invited a.*d?^3». 
one of the uiimpors :tQ aflume the charader of 

(135) For the hlftor^ of the emperors in Rcme and Italy, fee Sigooins, 
de Regno lulise ; Opp. torn. ii. with the Notes of Saxiu:, and the Aq* 
oaif of MurftMi| who mi^ht refer more diftinftly to the authors of his , 
great coHo^oo- 

(13d} 9t9 the DiiTertadoa of Le Biaoc at the end of his Treajifes dea ' 
Moaooyos d« 9raM«t» ia which he prod«c.ci fome Remia coins of i^e! 

her 
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her third hufband ; and Hugh, king of burgun- 
dy, was introduced by her fection into the mole 
of Hadrian or caftle of St. Angelo, which com- 
mands the principal bridge and entrance of 
Rome. Her fon by the firft marriage, Alberic, 
was compelled to attend at the nuptial banquet ; 
but his reluftant and ungraceful fervica was 
chaftifed with a blow by his new father. The 
blow was produdlive of a revolution. '* Ro- 
*^ mans,** exclaimed the youth, " once you 
*' were the mailers of the world, and thefe 
*^ Burgundians the mod abjeft of your flaves. 
" They now. reign, thefe voracious and bru- 
" tal favages, and my injury is the com- 
" mencement of your fervitude (137)/' The 
alarum bell rung to arms in every quarter of 
the city : the Burgundians retreated with hade 
and (hame ; Marozia was imprifoned by her 
vidtorious fon ; and his brother, pope John XI. 
was reduced to the excrcife of his fpiritual func- 
tions. With the title of prince, Alberic poflcffed 
above twenty years the government of Rome, 
and he is faid to have gratified the popular pre- 
judice, by reftoring the office, or at lead the ti- 
tle, of con fills and tribunes. His fon and heir 
Oflavian aflumcd, with the pontificate, the name 
of John XII. ; like his predeceflbr, he was pro- 
voked by the Lon\bard princes to feck a deliverer 
for the church and republic ; and the fervices of 
Otho were rewarded with the Imperial dfgnity. 
But the Saxon was imperious, the Romans were 
impatient, the feftival of the coronation was dif« 
jurbcd by the fecrct conflid of prerogative and 
freedom, and Otho commanded his fword-bearer 

((3:) Romanorom aliqu&nito fervi, fciiicet Burgtlndiooe^ Romanis 
itnperent ? . . . . Romans urbis dignitas td tanttra eft ftvltidam duAft, 
ti merctfkcom etiam Iroperio pareat? (Liutprand, I., iii. c. iz. p. 4$o.). 
SigoRtus {I. vi. p. -'400.) pofiiively affirms the renovaiioD of the confut* 
^*p; bp! in the old wztiets Albericus is more frequently ftyUd princepi 
Roma&orua. 

not 
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not to ftir from his pcrfon, left he {hoa}44>e af- 
faulted and murdered at the foot of the altar 
(138). Before he repajQTed the Alps, the en^pc- q^ 
ror chaftifed the revolt of the people and the in- John xn. 
gratitude of John XII. The pope was degraded ^- ^* *^'* 
in a fynod ^ the prxfed was mounted on an afs^ 
whipped through the city and caft into a dun- 
geon ; thirteen of the mod guilty were hanged, 
others were mutilated or baniihed ; and this fe^ 
vere procefs was juftiBed by the ancient laws of 
Theodofius and Jufttiuan. The voice of fame 
has accufed the fecond Otho of a perfidious and 
bloody act, the maflacre of the fenators, whom 
he had invited to his table under the fair fern- 
blance of hofpitality and friendfhip (13^- In 
the minority of his fon Otho the third, Rome 
made a bold attempt to (hake off the Saxon yoke, 
and the conful Crefcentius was the Brutus of the or the coo- 
republic. From the condition of a fubjcdt and f»icr«fcen. 
an exile, he twice rofe to the command of the a! a 998. 
city, opprcfled, expelled, and created the popes, 
and formed a confpiracy for reftoring the autho- 
rity of the Greek emperors. In the fortrefs of 
St. Angelo, he maintained an obftinate iiege, till 
the untortunate conful was betrayed by a promifc 
of fafcty : his body was . fufpended on a gibbet, 
and his head was expofed on the battlements of 
the caftlc. By a rcvcrfe of fortune, Otho, after 
feparating his trbops, was befieged three days, 
without food, in his palace ; and a difgraccful 
efcapc faved him" from thcjuftice or fury of the 
Romans. The fenator Ptolemy was the leader 
of the people, and the widow of Crefcentius en- 

(138) Ditnqart p. 3$4. ftpiKl Schmidt, torn, iii p. 4^9. 

(139) This bloody fetft is defcribed in Leonine verfe, in the Ptntheon 
of Godfrey of Viterbo (Script. Ital. torn. vii. p. 436, 437. ), who floariih- 
ed towards the end of the xii^^ century (Fabricios, Bibliot. Latin, med. 
ctinlimi ^vi, torn. iii. p. 69. edit. Manli); but his evidence, which 
inopofed on Sigoniss, is reafonably fufpeded by Maratori (Annali, torn, 
fiii.p. 17?:). ^ . 

joyed 
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i'oycd the pleafurc of the fame of revenging her 
iufband^ by a poiron which fhc adminiftered to 
ber ImpcriaF lover. It tra« the dcfign of Otho 
the third to abandon the ruder countries of the 
north, to eredt his throne m Italy, and to revive 
the inilituttons of the Roman monaFrchy. But 
bis fucccffors only once in their fives appeared on 
the banks of the Tybcr, to receive meir crow« 
fn the Vatican (i4<!>). Their abfence was con- 
rcmptible, their prcfence odious and forntidable. 
They defcenderf from the' Alps, at the head of 
their Barbarians, who were ftrangcrs and enemies 
to the country ; and their tranfient vrfit was z 
fccne of tumult and bbodfhed (141). A faint 
temembrance of their anceftrors fKll lofnTented! 
the Romans ; and they beheld with pious indig- 
nation the fucceffion of Saxons, Franks, Swabi- 
ans, and Bohemians, who ufUrped the purple 
aitdf prerogatives of the Caviars. 
Tbcking- Tnere is nothing perhaps more adverfe to na- 
4emofiuij«tttrr and reafon than to hoMin obedience remote 
774^11^*50. countries a&d foreign nations, in oppoiltidnf to* 
their inclination and intereft. A torrent of Bar- 
barians may pafs over the earth, but an exten- 
five empire muft be fbpported by a refiticd fyftem 
cf policy and oppreffion : in the centre, an ab- 
folute power, prompt irt afttort, and rich in re- 
ftmrces: a* fwrft aitd eafy cortimurfication with 
the extreme parts: fortifications to check the firft 
effort of rebellron : a regular a'dtntniftration to 
proteft and puniffi ; and a weH-difciplined army 
Ho inQiirc fcar^ without provoking difcontcnt and 

(140) The corcaaeion of the emperor, tod Come origiDtl ceremoaiet 
of the xth century; ve« preserved in the Pifnegyricjoii Bnr^agaimt (Script. 
luL UMB. ii. para i. p 4«»s-^4i4.)« illnfteitcd bjr the Notes- of Htdrikii 
V«i«fiM, and Leibnitz. Sigoniut hu rettted tb« whole' {trocei* of chv 
BbflMn eaipeddon, io good Lttio, bst with fonie e#n>rrof time<flod hSt 
(i vii. p. 441—44^ ) 

<»4t) In at quMrrel it the ooro^on ofi Conrad IK Mvtatori talie» 
leave to obferve^-doveano bea eflere allora, indiictplioatiy Barbari, • 
i|!^Mr i^ Tcdefchi. Aanal. torn. viii. p. 368. 

1 defpair. 
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derpair. Far difitrcnt was the iituation of the 
German Cftfars, who were ambitious to enflavt 
the kingdom of Italy* Their patrimonial eftates 
were ftretched along the Rhine, or fcattered ia 
the provinces ^ but this ample domain was alie* 
nated by the imprudence or diftrefe of fucceffive 
princes ; and their revenue, froni minute and 
vexatious prerogative, was fcarcely fufficienc for 
the maintenance of their houfehold. Their troops 
were formed by the leeal or voluntary fervice of 
their feudal Vaffals, who pafled the Alps with 
reludance, aflTumcid the licence of rapine and 
diforder, and capricioufly deferted before the 
end of the campaign. Whole armies werefwept 
away by the peftilential influence of the climate; 
the furvivors brought back the bonts of their 
princes and nobtes (142)9 and the eflfeds of their 
own intemperance were often imputed to the 
treachery and malice of the Italians, who rejoiced 
at teaft in the calamities of the Barbarians. This 
irregular tyramiy might contend on equal terms 
with the petty tyrants of Italy; nor can the peo-^ 
pie, or the reader, be much interefted in the 
event of the quarrel. But iii' the eleventh and 
twelfth centuriei, the Lombards rekindled the 
flame of induftry and freedom ; and the gene«» 
rous example was at length imitated by the re- 
publics of Tufcany. In the Italian cities a mu* 
nicipal government had never been totally abo- 
li(hed ; and their firft privileges were granted .by 
the favour and policy of the emperors, who were 
defirous of ereding a plebeian barrier againft the 
independence of the nobles. But their rapid 
progrefs, the daily extenfion of their power and 

(i4i) After boHiag «^ty the booet. The caldroat ibr thtt purptffi»> .„ 
wen a ncceflary piece .of trt veiling furnuure ; and % pernutn Who wat 
uiiag it for his brother, protnifed'iC to 4 friend, after it Oionld hate been 
employed for himfelf (Schmidt, torn. iti. p 423 « 414 ). The fame tto-^ 
chor obTerves, that the whole Saxon line wac exuDguilhed in Italy (totti. 
ii. p. 440.)- 

VoL.iX. N pretenfions, 
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^jfetonfiom^ vnecefoimded. on the. npmlicrs ajrui 
4)Nm of thofe rifiiig cQinmuaities Cl45)* Pach 
.diyiilkid the iQea(ttrc\6f b^r (|loce& pr <jliftrl6t: 
.ulifa jitri(idid;ipn,«rf the counts and bifi^ops, of the 
•nHu-qniires and county, wgs b^inifhed from the 
land ;. imd tlie pro«deft m^les v^ere perfuadcd 
.isor compelled to. de^fert tbek fblitary icaftles, and 
itil embrace tbe mor« honoMrfibl^ ^|iara£ter of 
v^rermen and.fmigiilraiies. The kgiikitive au- 
dttffitf mm inbevent in the general affembly; 
hvak ihe/^xecutii&e'.pa)VQrs were entru;((ed to three 
jocsufuls, annually .obijreQ from the three orders 
joC ctrfiaitts^ valiHafi^r^ ( t44)> sirvd commons^ in- 
lp;virbicfa the republic was divided* Under the 
jpcQtcftion of.eqjiaUaw, the labours of agricul- 
iosc aiKl cofluhecte were gradually revived ; but 
-.fhtfiittaiatiall^tit: of ihQ Lombandjs w|i$ nouri(he<l 
^7 dfBeipccfi^mte of. danger ; att4 as often aa the 
^n ;was. rungv <» ^tbc ftandiacd. C»4S) crc^d, 
the g^cs of the elly. poured fortliv It .numerous 
;:asi]: intrqaid bahd^ jwbofe zeal In jbeir own caufe 
Qof foon goidie^ ^hy: thr ufe .an4 difcipline. of 
minnfi; . Aa the foot o& tbefe. pppgls^r rampgrtSy 
Itiae pk»de of tfac Ctefiir^ w;a$ ovcrrtjbrown ; and 
due invincible gfeaios of liberty, prevjaikd cnrer the 
^o Ewdoricsjtbc gEcateft.prin<i<ft;pf the mid- 
dle: agc^: the firfti, .fiipcdor prrbaps i«i mili*ary 
prouQciS'^ Hne&condv who undoubtedly excelled 
m th^ iofter; atootaifdifliisientjs of peace atnd 
ieaffntng* 

\\}i^,^^^^^ .gf F*";fi^gren hf^t Jeft *n. im^jtmt paOVge tm the 
Italian cmc« (l.1i. c. 13.' io Script, kal. tcm. Vf. i^. ^07 — yio}) and 

-thf riTe, progfefs, add govetotiaene^ of thefe rcpubtks are peifea;k^ il- 
Iftftrated^ b^ ^ucaictrj (Antiqi^Itat. |tai. Medii iEvu.tom. i,v^ diflert. 
xIv^liT. p, '1— ^'75'. * Ahriti; torn. vl1i,tx, x.). 

(Uii) For thcfe titles, fee Scldcn (Titles of Honour, vol. iii. ptrt 1. 
ji. wl^8 i» DMcaqej^ (QJpiT Utin. torn. it« p. I49^t<W• ^-^ f* 77^-)* *»* 
S(. M»rc- (4br^< Chronologiqqe, tofn. ii. p 719.}. , 

. (14$.). The tipmbards inK^nued a^d M£tA ifxt carodunty # (landard 

. Ranted 00 a ci^r 01; wiiggoo, drawn by a team of oxen (Dvcaiigey torn. 

. M* p. lSb4> I^S* M^caV^ri, Antiqvitat. torn. ii. dilT. xxvJ. p. 489—493.}. 

Afinbkious 
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.' Amhiiims' o£ itftormg; the l|)l«ndour of ^^gjjf***^- 
purple, Ftedmc tbe fird imraded the republics ' it ds . 
of Ldmbai^dj, with thd arts, of a ftatcfmatt,^5*»"'^ 
the vdoiw of d; foldier, and thd' cruelty of a 
tjnnt. The recent difcove^y of the PandeOs- 
had renaoved a . fcience moil favourable to def- 
po^in; dnd hik vtodl advocates proclaimed the 
emperor the: alifoliite mailer 6f the lives and 
properties of his fubjeds^ His royal pteroga* 
tives^. in a; le& odious fehfe^ vei^e acknowledged 
in the diet b£ ;R6ncaglia ;. and the revenue of 
baily wast fixed it thbty thoufand pound) df 
fiiver (i46X> which >iirete nndtifilied to anii&de*i' 
finite deihand^ by Ae rapine df the fifcal offi-^ 
cen* -The obfLinate cities were reduceid by the 
terror or the. force of his arms: his captiveai 
were ddivered/ta die e:iecationery or fhot frota^ 
hijSf military:. engines'; and^ after the fiege and> 
ffixrendet Of IjilBan^. the' buiidinigs of that ibitely 
capital were razed to the gronndy three hundred 
hoftagxia> Were fent into 6ermany5 and^ tJsein* , '^ \\\ 
habkahts itend diiperfed in fotfr villages^ 42hiier 
the yoke tof the infleiible eotiqtoeiJor (147)^ . s 
But! Milaa ibon. rofe from her aihes; slndd^ 
l^a^eof/Lombardy was: cemidnted by diftrefei^' 
their caiife 'was efpoufed by VcfHcey pope Alescu 
atideF' the ^ tbirdy and^ thiei Greek emperdr t the 
fabric of .bppreffion was overturned ih it day:^ 
and. in the 'treaty of ConAance, Frederic fubu 
icDibed^: .with ibme refervati»ms^ the free&ini o£ 
£ciixr-and4wehty cities. His grandfon conteuideA 
With: tfaeb vigour and maturity ; but Frederic;. 

'fi4tf)'Gt«it1ier LigV^Wos, 1. ^lij. 5^4^ if feq.'apiid S<5hniidt; ttfni. ill. 
p. J99. . ;. '■'"..••;/:''• * ••■•.■-•' 

( 1 47) Solos imperator • faciem fu^m nfirmftvit utpeeram (Bai:s:|^rd. 4p 
fc»«fdio<M<dh54aftl,-'St4ipb WiK torn- vi. 1^^917). TWi VoWmf of Mu^ 
ratori contains the oiiginals of ihe hiftory of Pi f deric the iirft, which 
onuft be cQmpareU . wjth dfie, r^*fd j^o t^^^«^r(0(t^^a^s ^ j^fJB^kct.of 
ilc6 Germaii'or Lombard writer. 

N z. the 
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SSJl!!?*** ^^^ fecond (148) was endowed with feme per- 
il.^ 0.1 198, fonal and peculiar advantages. His birth and 
«*s^ t r education recommended him to the Italians; 
and in the imj^acable difcord of tiie twofa^^ionsy 
the Ghibelins were attached to the emperor, 
while the Guelfs difp^yed the banner of liberty 
and the church. The court of Rome had ilum- 
bered, when his father Henry the fixth was per- 
mitted to unite with the empire the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily ; and from thefe hereditary 
realms, the fonxlerived an ample and ready fup- 
ply of troops and treafure. Yet Frederic the- 
£»:bnd was finally opprefled by die arms of the 
Lombards and the thunders of iihe Vatican; 
his kingdom was given to a ftrahger, and. the 
laft of his family was beheaded at Naples on a 
public fcaflfold. During fixty ySears, no em- 
peror appeared ia Italy, and the name was re- 
miembered only by. the^ ignominious fale of the 
liftztelics of foyerdgnty; 
locr^Mhe - The Barbarian conquerors of the Weft were 
princes of pldafed fo dccorate thdr chief with the title of 
AfaVii. emperor; but it was riot their defign to inveft 
iisoi Src. j^itn with the defpotifni of Conftantine and Juf- 
tinian. The perfons of the Germans were free^ 
theikconqucfts were their own, and their na- 
tionaj charader was animated by a fpirit which 
j^orried the fervile jurifprudence -of .rfie new or 
the ancient Rome* It would have been a vain 
and dangerous attempt to impofe a monarchy' on 
tJie armed freemen who were impatient of a ma- 
giftrate ; on the bold^ who refufed to obey ; on 
the powerful, who afpired to command. The 
empire of Charlemagne and Otho was diftri- 
buted among the dukes of the nations or pro- 
vinces, th^ counts of the fmaller diftri(£b, and 

''{tiZ)-¥6r the hfndry of Fr^dfiric It. tnd th^ hov^ of Swtbit at 
Na|klet|/ee GUflnooe, lAorui Civile* toM. ii: t** xiv-^xix.' 

V J the 
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the margraTes of the marches or frontiers, who 
all unitra the civil and military authority as it 
had been delated to the lieutenants of the 
firR Casfars. Tae Roman governors, who, for 
the moft part, were foldiers of fortune, faduced 
their mercenary legions, aflumed the Imperial 
purple, and either £siiled or fucceeded in their 
revolt, without wounding the power and unity 
of government. If the diikes, margraves, and 
counts of Germany, were lefs audacious in 
their claims, the confequences of their fuccefs 
were more lafting and pernicious to the ftate. 
Inftead of aiming at the fupreme rank, they 
filently laboured to eftabliih and appropriate 
their provincial independence. Their ambition 
was feconded by die weight of their eftates and 
valTals, their mutual example and fupport, the 
common intereft of the fubordinate nobility, 
the change of princes and families, the mino- 
rities of Otho the third and Henry the fourth, 
the ambition of the popes, and the vain purfuit 
of the fugitive crowns of Italy and Rome. Ail 
the attributes of regal and territorial jurifdi£tion 
were gradually nfurped by the commanders of 
the provinces ; the right of peace and war, of 
life and death, of coinage and taxation, of fo« 
reign alliance and domeflic oecpnomy. What- 
ever had been feized by violence, was ratified 
by favour or diftrefs,. was granted as the price 
of a doubtful vote or a voluntary fervice } what- 
ever had be^n granted to one, could not, with* 
out injury, be denied to his fucceflbr, or equal; 
and every aft of local or temporary poflef&on 
was infenfibly moulded into the conftitution of 
the Germanic kingdom. In every province, the 
vifible prefence of the duke or count was inter- 
pofed between, the throne and the nobles ; the 
fubje^ of the law became the vaflfals of a pri- 
vate chief; and the fUudard, which be receivied 

from 
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£ri6m his foveretgiv ^as ^ftea raoTed agqiuft him 

in die field* The teis^oral ^ivwsrbf thei:lerg|r 

was cheriflied and exalted by. tk^Jbperftition oi 

policy of the Carlovin^n and Sziaa dj^ 

haftieft^ who Uindly djepeada^donthfir mode-t 

sation and fidelity ; aiyi d^ hifhoprios . of Ger^ 

many were made equal in extent and privilegej^ 

iuperior in wealth and popuiationytio.the moft 

ample ftates of the military order.; Ae long as 

Ae emperors retained the prerx^tive of heftow* 

ingx>n every ivacancy thefe i^ccteTiaftic and Je^ 

cidar benefices^ their cauie .was^maintaioed by 

the gratitude or ambition of tbeiv frtends and 

fisivourites. But in the quarrel of fihe ^vefti^^ 

cures, they ^;irere deprived ^ !t&dnr . iotflueniie 

over the icpifcq^al chapters f the: freedom o£ 

£leftion was re&ored,. and the fowr^jtt was-xet 

duced, by a iblemh mackery^ to hi^j/kt^ praj^j:^ 

the riecommendation^once kiids O'eign, to a fingle 

prebend in eachlchuxch. The fecuw '^govertuSrs^ 

inftead of heiJig. recalicd at ^ ^dii- will 'of a fii- 

|)eriory could be degraded only J>y the fe»tence 

jof their peers; In.sh^ firfl ^g>e of 'the mcnaccfay^ 

the appointiiBkeiit of die ftm iSo ibe- • dutx:byr >or 

tounty.of hii haket^ wa$ folkitod as:a fa^ODor^ 

kwas gradua% obtain^ as lb cvdlom^ and «Xb. 

Ported as. a right: the Itneabfiiccdfiioii was often 

extended to the collateral or female branches ; 

the ftates of the emph*^ (their pop«iiar, and at 

length .their legal, appellation) were divided a^ 

alienated by teiiaosent and fale ; : s^nd all idea of a 

public trdit ura&Ibft in that ^ a! private a»d 

|iei*peto^l iidiaqtantei TheJetnpdtor could inot 

even be enriched' by the caiutthissv^f forfeiture 

'and extinddpn^r mdiin die t|erm- of a^ yeai^, he 

-wds oblx^editadi^fo of 4h^ ^^sgs^&d^ and in 

ilie choice of tbe e^imdidat^^iit^ ^liratt Iris diit^' t^ 

co|ifiilt eitli^';'th0 ^eaeml "oi^ 't&e prMrkiciial 

•diet. • ■' uj:.'v/ ."«»> .:-.;; ^-u : : \ ^ -*..» 
■^ • , After 
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-ilfier the <ieadi of Frederic the fcoond, Ce>^'^^f^;. 
miny itns left a monfter with ate hundred httiSimudJ^'^' 
A crowd of pirixiciSB and prebtes diluted the ^-D-^^i^* 
ruins of the empire: the lerds of iniiMikr^bhi ' 
caftlee were left prone to t>bey, tinui td iinitatev ' 
their iuperiors^ and according to d^e meafiive of : 
tbehr ftrength, thefr mcei&nit faoffiliiitt ireoebvi 
the nafmes of conqueft or robbevy « Bmch vEMttdtsf 
was die inevitable confequemie ^f the ldw» mA 
manners of Europe; andthekingdomiof Franci 
and Italy were ftivered into frdgmena by the 
violence of the fame temped. Bue «fhe Italkin titles 
and the French vafials were divided and defl^dy*. 
ed, while the union of the Oeritian^ has prodfi^d<^ 
under the tiariie of an cttp\r€j i great fyftthi of 
a federative tepublic. In the ffiequenf and at 
laft the perpetual inftitution dt diet s^ a nisktioiial 
fpirit was kept alive, and the "pbv^st df a ^OMf^ 
mon legiflature are ftilt e^efdift^ by the three 
branches or coHeges of the electors, the priticesl, 
and the free and Imperial cities 6f Ger^nany^ I. 
Seven o^ the moft powet-fdl ftiudsNiorka w^w 
permitted t6 aflume, wifh a diflungilKhed Mtntt 
add rairfc, the esclufive privilege cH ehirflifyg the 
Roman emperor; aftd thefe t^dMs were ^t 
king of Bohemia, the duke of Saxony, the 
margrave of Bratidcnburgh, the count palatine, 
of the Rhine; and the three arcbbifiiopa of 
Mciitz^ of Treves, and of Colbgjife* ll. Thft 
college of princes and pttktes purged tbemfelves 
of a promifcuous multitude: they ftd^uCied to 
four reprefcntative votesj the long feries of in- 
dependent counts^ and c;i^ciudea the hoblcis or 
equeftrian order, fbctythoufandof whort, asf in 
the Poliih diets, had appeared to horfeback in 
the field of elcftion. IH. The pri*fi t)f bittk 
and dominion, of the fword and tlie mitrey 
rifely adbpted the Cbmmohi as the third brtftich 
of the legiilature^ and^ t» the progrd(s> of fyd^ 

cty, 
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ety, they were intrbdaced about the dote sra 

into the national aflembUes of France; Eng^nd, 

and Germany. The Hanreatic league eotti- 

manded the trade and navigation of the north : 

the confederates of the Rhine fecured the peace 

and intercourle of the inland country: the in* 

fluence of the cities has been adequate to their 

weahh and policy, and their negative ftill inva* 

lidates the ads of the two fuperior colleges cf 

ele&ors and princes (149). 

^^t ^^ ** '** ^^^ fourteenth century, that we may 

of tfTcer! view in the ftrongeft light the date and contraft 

S chMCl'* ^^ ^^^ Roman empire of Germany, which no 

IV. ^ " longer held, except on the borders of the Rhine 

^•^•'347»and Danube, a fingle province of Trajan or 

'^ Conftantine. Their unworthy fucceflbrs were 

the counts of Hapfburgh, ofNaflau, of Luxem- 

burgh, and of Schvartzenburgh : the emperor 

Henry the feventh procured for bis fon the crown 

of Bohemia, and his grand-fon Charles the 

fourth was born among a people, ftrange and 

barbarous in the eftimation of the Germana 

themfelves (150). After the excommunication 

of Lewis of Bavaria, he received the gift or 

promtfe of the vacant empire from the komaii 

(149) la the iiBRicofe Iibyrioth of the jut fmhUfm of Gcniia«r« I 

fniift either quote one writer or t thoofend ; tod I hed rttber tniK t* 
ooe faithful guide, thta trtafcribe, on crcdjt, • mojtitade of nmtu tpd 
pafltget. That gmde it M. PfeflTel, the author of the brft Ict^l and 
cofiftitutional hiftory that I know of any country (Nouvei Abr%i Chro- 
iieIogiquedel*Hiftoifeet du Droit Public d*A(letDagiie; Parii, 1776, 
a Volt, ip 4t*). Hit learning and judgment have difccroed the inoft 
intereftiog h&% i hie floiple brevity comprjfet them in a narrow fpace; 
hit chronological order diftribotet them under the proper datet ) and an 
elaborate index celleAt them under their refpe^tive headt. To thia 
work, hi a left perfe£^ (latr, Dr. Robertlbn wat griteiully indebted for 
that mailerly Seetch which tneet even the modern changet of the Ger* 
roaoic body. The Cerput Hiftpric Germanics of Stroviqt bat bee^ 
likewife confolted, the more ufefollvy at that huge compilaion it for- 
tified in every page with the origiotl texts. 

(150) Yet, p*rj9nafy^ Charles IV. muH Mt be confidercd at a Bar* 
harian. After his education at Paris, he recovered the ofe of the Bo- 
hemian, hit native, kiiomy and the empcKor cooverfed and wrote with 
•qutl facility in Fiench, Latin, Italian, and German (Struviot, p. 61$, 
61 6 )• Petrarch alwayt repreleatt him at « pelite and learoed prince. 

pontiffs, 
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pontiffs, who, in the exile and capttirky of Avig. 
non^ afieded the dominion of the e^rth. The 
deafh of his competitors united the eledoral 
college, and Charles if^as unanimoufly faluted 
king of the Romans, and future emperor: a 
title which in the fame age was proflituted to 
the Cxfars of Germany and Greece. The Gcr* 
roan emperor was no more than the eleflive and 
impotent magiftrate of an ariftocracy of princes, 
who had not left him a village that he might call 
his own. His beft prerogative was the right of 
preCding and propofing in the national fenate, 
which was convened at his fummons; and his 
native kingdom of Bohemia, lefs opulent than 
the adjacent city of Nurembergh, was the firm* 
eft feat of bis power and the richeft fource of 
his rcTenue. The army with which he pafled a. d. t)$|. 
the Alps, coniifted of three hundred horfc. In 
the cathedral of St^ Ambrofe, Charles was 
crowned with the iron crown, which tradition 
afcribed to the Lombard naonarchy ; but he was 
admitted only with a peaceful train ; the gates of 
the city were ibut upon him ; and the king of 
Italy was held a captive by the arms of the 
Vifconti, whom he confirmed in the fovereignty 
4>f Milan. In the Vatican he was again crowned 
with the g^/den crown of the empire ; but, in 
obedience to a fecret treaty, the Roman em- 
peror immediately withdrew, without repofmg 
a fingle night within the walls of Rome. 1 he 
ficqnent Patriarch (151), whofe fancy revived 
the vifionary glories of the Capitol, deplores 
and upbraids the ignominious 6ight of the Bohe* 
mtan ; and even htn contemporaries could obt. 

(«$t) BcStftt tbc Ccrnicn tad lultan hiaoriani* the expedttioii of 
Charles IV. -it ptioted w lively snd •rigioal colours in the curioas Me- 
■moires fur ia Vie de F^fsjnisCy torn. iit. p. 376— '43 3* by the abbe de 
Stde, wk9$t prvliiilj kas sever been blamed by any reader of ^t(le and 
coriofitjr* 

ferve. 
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, fcrve, tharthefoie cxcrdfe of bis authority ww 
in the lucrative fale of privileges smd ticlea 
The gdd of Italy fecurcd thc.eledian ol bis 
fon ; but fuch was the (hameful poverry of 
the Roman emperor, that his perfon WAs arreted 
by a butcher in the ftreets of Worms, and was 
detained in the public inn, as a pledge or boftage 
for the payment of his expenccs: 
Hitoftcnu* From this humiliating fccne, let us turn to the 
a!d.iss€.^PP^^^^^ majcfty of the fame Cbaties in the 
diets of the empire. The golden buU, ^hich 
fixes the Germanic conftitution, is promulgated 
in the ftyle of n fovcrcigh and legifiator. An 
hundred princes bowed before his throne, dnd 
exalted their own dignity by the voluntary ho- 
nours which they yielded to their chief or itiinii- 
fter. At the royal banquet, the heredit^y great 
officers, the feven eleflors, who in' rank and 
titfc were equal to kings, performed their folemli 
and domeftic fervlce of the palace. The feafs of 
the triple kingdom were borne in ftatte by tht 
archbilhops of Mcntz, Cologne, srnd Treves, ilie 
perpetual arch-chancellors of Gcrmafny, Italy, 
and Aries* The gre*t mafftial, on hor^bcick^ 
cxerdfed his foiJi^ion tvith a fitver meafure of 
oats, which he emptied on the groandv and im^ 
mediately difmounted to regulstte the oi^er ef 
the gpefts. The great ftewafr<!l, the count pafaj^ 
tine of the Rhine, placed the dilhes^ o» tfce tabku 
The great chamblerlain, the margrave of Bi^an- 
denburgh, prefented, after the ^epaft, the goiden 
ewer and bafon to wafh. The king of B^hemitf, 
as great cup-bearerj was rcprefenttd by the «m- 
peror^s brother, the duke of L\f3«eml)torgh:awd 
Brabant ; and the proceffion was clofed by the 
great huntfmen,who introrfucea'a*bdkf andaftig^ 
with aloud chorus of boms* and houndS'(M2\ 

U$z) See tbe whole ceremony, io Struvios, p. ^25. 

Nor 
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fint4 la Gtrmmj abnc: <tW hepc^tar; mO'*: 

nard%B of Europe conftrfied! lAe pre^emiaefice I 

of bU rank ^nd cHgnity : faewas the firii of the | 

Cbrifti^n'. pimct«i the temporal bead d tbc 

great r^piuUhe of ichc Weft (175) : to Jiis )»erfoiii 

U)e tjtlie :ef::9M^y w.a$ long appropriated.;, and 

he difputed with the pope thefublime prerogatvre 

of creating kings and affembling councils. The 

orade of \ht civil la\^, the learoed Eartblufr, 

was a pciiiCioQeri^f Cbarles the fourth 4 and im 

ichool refoiHided with the doftrinc;, that the 

Roman eoiperor was the Tightful fovereign <^ 

the eartbj from the rifing to the fetting fun* 

The contrary opinion was condemned, »oc as^n 

error, but as an herefy, fince even the gofpel 

had pronounced, •* And there went forth a de- 

** crcc from Csefar Auguftus, that all the world 

« fhouldbe taxed(i54V' 

If we annihilate the interval of time and fpace Comnft of 
between Auguftus and Charles, flrong and ftrik- Jj'ndro^efty 
ing will be the contrail between the two Caefars ; of Aogoft. 
the Bohemian, who concealed his weaknefs^*' 
under the ma{k of oftentation, and the Roman, 
who difguifed bis ftrength under the femblance 
of modefty. At the head of his vidorious le- 
gions, in bis reign over the fca and land, from 
the Nile and Euphrates to the Atlantic ocean, 
Auguftus profcffcd himfclf the fcrvant of the 
ftate and the equal of his fcllow^citizens. The 
conqueror, of Rome and her provinces aifumed 
the popular and legal form of a cenfor, a conful, 
and a tribune. His will was the law of man- 
kind^ but in the declaration of his laws he bor- 
rowed the voice of the fenate and people ; and, 
• 

(153) The republic of Europe, with the pope and emperor at iu 
head, was never reprefemed wkh more dignity than in the council of 
Conftance. See Lenf«nt*t Hiftory of that alTembly. 

(iSe4) a^hh OrigineiJaritCivilii, p. ]o8. 

from 
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from their decrees, their mafter accepted ind 
renewed hit temporary commiffion to ad mini f- 
ter the republic In hisdrefs, bis domeftics (155% 
his tides, in all the offices of focial life, Au- 

Suftus maintained the charafter of a private 
wOman ; and his mod artful flatterers refpeded 
the fecret of his abfolute and perpetual monar- 
chy* 

(i$$) Six thoQftiid ornt htTc been difcovered of the fltvet tad freed- 
meo of Aa^vftas tod Livit. So miaute wti the divifioii of office, that 
oae dave was appoiated to weigh the wool which waa fpttii bf the em- 
prel»*t maids, ' •oother for the care of her lapdof, 6cc. (Camere Sepoi* 
cbrale, &c. hj Biancbiai. Extras of his work, io the Bibtiocbeque 
luKqoe, torn. W. p. 17$. ' His eloge, by Footenelie, torn. vi. p. 3$6.)- 
Bot thefe fenraats were of the fame raak, and poAsbly not- more anme- 
roos than thofc of PoUio or Lcatolos. They onlj prove the general 
rtchca of thctiit/. 
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CHAP. L* 



Defcription of Arabia and its inbabitants.-^Birtb^ 
CHaraffer^ and Doflrine tf Mahomet. — He 
preaches at Mecca. — Flies to Medina.'-^Propa^ ^ 

gates bis Religion by tbf Sword. — Voluntary or 
rehtffant Submiffion rf ibe Arabs. — His Death 
and Sttcceffors. — The claims and Fortunes of Aii 
and his Defcendants^ 

AFTER purftiing above fix hundred years 
the fleeting Caefars of Conftantinople and 
Germany, I now defcend in: the ceign of Hera* 
clius, on the.Eaftern borders of the Greek mo- 
narchy, Whik thciftate was exhaufted by the 
Perfian war, and the church was diftradted by 
lhe.Neftorian.and Monophyfite fedts, Mahomet, 
with the fword in one hand and the koran in the «. 
other, ereOed his throne on the ruins of Chrifti- 
anity and of Rome. The genius of the Arabian 
prophet, the manners of his nation, and the 
fpirit of his religion, involve the caufes of the n^ 
decline and fall of the Eaftern empire ; and our 
eyes are curioufly intent on one of the mod me- 
morable revolutions, which have imprefled a new 
and lafting character on the nations of the 
globe (I ). 

In the vacant fpace between Perfia^ Syria, t><rcripcioB 
E|[ypt, and jErhiopia, the Arabian pcninfula (%) «^^'»^"- 

may 

.. (i) Asia thjt.tod the following chapter I Ihtll difpUy much Arabic 
letminc* I mod profefs my toitl ignoraoce of the Oriental longwei, and 
mjr gratitode lo.i^e learned loierpreters, who have transfo fed their fcience 
into the Latin, French, and Englifli laoguat^ea. Their colledliona, ver- 
iions, and hiftories, \ aiaUt>ccafiona]Iy notice. 

(2) The geogrtphera of Arabia may be divided into three clafles : 1. 
The Gretki aad Latint^ whofe progrcffirc kaowledge may be traced in 

Agatharcides 
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may be conceived as a triangle of fpacious but 
irregular dimeofions. From the northern point 
of Bcles (3) on the Euphrates, a line of fifteen 
hundred tntles i&.teriniaated by the ftreights of 
Babelmandel and the land of frankincenfe. 
About half this length may be allowed for the 
jntddle breadth, from eaft to weft, from Bafloca 
taSuez, from thePerfiaii Golf tothe«R6d3ea(4). 
The fides of the triangle -are gcaditaily«nU^ged, 
and the fouthern bafts prcfents 2. frofit of a thou- 
faod miles to the^lndtanoceaiK; \*'Ilae'.entire:fur- 
iace of .the penin&br.£3Ccred& m.a/foor&M pro- 
portion that of Germany or prantiki bar the 
far greater part* has been juflly (ligmatifed with 
Th«foiiMdthe. rfnthets i>i:Ac j/toiy and iha'i/dkdyl : E*cn 
dimttc the n^ilds of Tartit^ztc drck^ by'tbe h^d of 
nature, Mrith ibfiy : trees .and lunoriaifi^ /berbage-; 
•and the lonefinne trwitiler deTiircSLa>fi)rt:«f coin- 
fbrt ind fociety from tbe prefenitet 6f vegetable 
Jffe. But in tiac dnekry wafte;:of:.Aratoa^ a 
.boondleis lexd: of fattd is interfedxd^ by 'iharp 

Diodoros Sicvlns (torn. i. I. ii. p. 1(9—167. 1. iik b. a|i— ai<S. edit. 
Wdlelf Bf y, atrab« f 1. 1^« ' p. f M »-* 1 1 1 4^* 6/orn^inM^ farmer, f(. r 1 tA 
^t,i3»,.&om ArUmidoratJI^ Dionyfinc X^eric^ffivi^y-Tf^^iK f^ 
(Hrn. Kttar.. t. 11. VI. 3i.)« «Qd Ptolemy (Defcript. euXaiAilx Uibuiid* 
)• Httdian^ torn, tii.^ aw Tfm Ar^c mriieh^- tvlio^b«ve"^eated' ^e 
ioble^t with the ze^l of ^i^louAo or devt^ioa :. tliO; rXR^Adfe .of Pocd^ 
{Specimen Hifl. Ar^Bum, p." 125— 128.)* frbi^'t'he Geography of tlie 
Sbntif tKEdfiffi,. render ii« lllll nnre diflbtiiied ^iah «bb vcrfioii or tlA^fd^- 
ipent(p.a4— ^7- 44-*$6. lo^S* &c ii^i 8rc-) ncbtdb^^cMeronifteft lieve 
publifhed under the abfo'-d fitte of Geogrtphia Nubienfi^' (l*trii>, 1^19)*; 
kot. the. Latin aod Pi^ch.tr^oflaluu*8, Greflves.^ieiiuciCbdf torn iii)>aiid 
GalUnd (Voyage de la Paleftine par La Roque« p. i69-*346 )v have 
opened tons the Arabia of Abulfeda, the mol> copious Vd corttSt t€- 
qpynt of the peninrula,: 5iighidbr vmf be enritched; hbwevtr, frwn tlid Bib- 
lioth^ue Orieotale of d'Hcfbcloc,. p. 1 to fit ^ibtr.pa^m.. 3. Th« 
European travrileri y anrcmg Whom Shaw (p. 4^V^^^^T^dd Nlebaor 
(Defcription, 1773 Voyages, torn, i 1776) delervt an honcorable 
difliniStioH! Bnfching (Geographie parBerenger^ torn. viii. p 4i<^— -510.) 
hatcompi ed with judgment; and d*AnvilTc*8 Maps (Orbiii Veteribas 
Notas, and ire.Partiede. H A6e) (hoold lie beMre Ike reader,' withl hit 
Gcogr»fbie(A&ei«iiiM, torn. ii. p. fto6-— 131. . ' 

(3) Abttlfed. DeCceipt. Anrbic, p. 1. I>*AiiirrlIe« TEuphMO^ e( le 
Tigrey p. 19% %o. lu' waa- in fbia place, thefaradife or gardes of a ft* 
trap, that Xenophon and-the Greeks fir(l pad the Euphratct (ABabafis, 
1. 1 c. 10. p* t9»€dit. Wells). 

and 
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aad naked mountains ; and the face of the 
dcihrt^ wkhp^t fliadc or (helter, is fcorchcd by 
the dired and intenfe rays of a tropical fun. 
Inftead <lf r^fceftiDg breezes, the winds, parti* 
eularly from the ibuth-weft, diffufe a noxious 
and evep deadly vapour ^ the hillocks of fand 
which tMy alternately raife aod fcatter, are com- 
pared to t^e billows of the ocean, and whole 
caravans, whole armies, have been loft and bu- 
ried in.ihe wbirtwind* The common benefits 
of water arc an objeft of defire and conicft ; 
and (Uch^is. the fcarcity of wood, that fomearc 
is requifitfi ta pfefcf ve and propagate the element 
of fiw, Arabia is dcftitutc of navigable rivers, 
v^hich fc^tiliise the foil, and a>nvey its produce 
to th^ adj^eat regions : the torrents that fall 
from :tbQ hilt^ are imUbed by the tbirfty earth : 
the rarfi and hardy plaat$, the tamarind or the 
^acim that ftrike thelf,to0ts into the clefts of 
the rpck^i Mfi nourifiied by the dews of the ' 
nighij ,a ifc^nty fopply ^f rain is colle£ted in 
ciftcfng and aquedu^s : the wdls and fprings 
vfe tt)fe&srQ$;tieiafiiif^ of t*e;dpfertj and the 
fii\g,tmii^f ftfcgcaCs), %fMX iP»wy a dry and 
felir9;i9^,$hi.:i^ ^iijpi^ftcdf ttfy.fthe eift^jof the 
Vfiwa«.vlwfth;h?ve ^frflfd 9K^ a bed of fulpb^ 
or fafe , Siwb' is ^ |3Wf r^UfHl gwuine piQi^rc 
a£ tbet^i^Mi^ of Aitabia, The exfj^riencc of 
cvii ento^^^a -the y^^w of any loqal or partial ^ ' 
f^aOXWM^i- 1 A (hady ^rqye, .a.gf<^P |)$ft^rc, a 
ftrcam of frefli water, arc tufEcient to attraft a 
colony pf fcdentary Arabs to the fortunate fpots 

(4) Relaod hat proved, with much (uptAv»nt Utgrno^f^ I. That our 
Red Sea (the Arab^Golf ) in ao iiMMre than a part of the Af«r# Rubrum^ 
the BfvdpA Btt'KiKrern of. iAmk woicois^ 'mkidk wa»«xUiultd lo the indefinite 
fpace of the Indian ocean. 2; That the . fysonymotM words^ cpf6^« 
iN0k»4«,' •H'Qd«>t9'tbe coloBr of t4iir' UaoiM or ncgroet (Difiert. Mlfceii. 
torn. i. fw 59r-»iJ7*>. 

(^) ha the ihiity dajKs, mt llatiooc^ Wtwecfl Caifo and* Mec«a, there 
are fifteeit dc^4tate ^i good wafeei^ See th« fouce of the Midjeeay in 
Shaw's Travels, p. 477. 

. ^ which 
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which can afford food and refre(hmcnt to tb«m*> 
feives and their cattle, and which encourage 
their induftry in the cultivation of fbe palm tree 
and the vine. The high lands that border on the 
Indian ocean are diftingui(hed by their fuperior 
plenty of wood and water: the air is more tempe- 
rate, the fruits are more delicious, the animals and 
the human race more numerous; the fertility of 
the foil invites and rewards the toil of the huiband- 
man ; and the peculiar gifts of frankincenfe (6) 
and coffee have attradked in different ages the 
merchants of the world. If it be compared 
with the red of the peminftila, this fequeftered 
region may truly deferve the appellation of the 
happy ; and the fplendid colouriag of fancy and 
fidion has been fuggeited by contraft and coun- 
tenanced by diftance. It was for this earthly pa- 
radife that nature had referved heir choiceft fa* 
Divi&Mi of vours and her moft curious workmanihip : the 
ll ffony^ incompatible bleilingsi of luxury and innocence 
aadtbe y^^YQ afcribed to the natives: the foil wJw im- 
aJ^SmL pregnated with gold (7) and gems^ and both 
the land and fea were taught to exhale the 
odours of aromatic fweets^ This divifion of the 
fandy^ the Jitmy^ and the happy ^ fo familiar to the 
Greeks and Latins, is unknown to the Afabians 
themfelves; and it is fingular enough, that a 
country, whofe language and inhabitants have 
ever been the fame, (hould fcarcely retain a vef- 
tige of its ancient geography. The maritime 

(6) The aromttict, efpecially the thut or frtDkiocenfe, of Arabii, 
occupy the xiit^ book of f*liny. Our great puct (Paradifc Loil« 1. iv.) 
introdocet, in t fimtle, the fpiqr odoort that are blown by the oorth* 
^a(l wind from the Sabiean coaft: 

^iiii^Maoy a league, 
PieatM with the grateftii fceat old Oceau fmilea. 
(Plin Hift. Nator. xii 41.) 

(7) Agathtrcideft affirmii^ that lonipt of p«re gold were foood, from 
the fike of ao olive to that of a aat ; that iron wai twice, and filver tea 
limer^ the Valve of geld (de Mari Robro, p. 60.). Thefe real or ina^ 
^ioary treafuret are vaniflied; and no gold tniact are at prefeot known 
in Arabia (Miebiihr| Defcription, p. 13i4.)> 

diilrias 
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diftrids of Bahrein and Omdn are oppofite to the 
realm of Periia. The kingdom of Tett?en dif* 
plays the Unatts, or at leaft the fituacion^ of Ara* 
bia Foeiix : the mme of N£ged is extended over 
the inland fpace ; and the birth of Mahomet has 
illaftrated the province of H^az along the coaft 
of dielledSea(8)« 

The meafcre of population is regulated by Mtonen of 
the means of iubfifienoe; and the inhabitants of ^e^'^or 
this vafl pexunfula might be out-niimber^d by p»ftorai 
the ful^eds of a fertile, and induftrious province. 
Akmg the (hores of the Perfian gulf, of the 
ocean, and eren of the Red Sea, the J^iby^agi 
(9), or fUh-eaters, continued to wander in queft 
oil their precarious food. In ^s pTimitive and 
abjefl ftate, which ill defierves the name -of fo- 
ciety;, the fauisan brute, without arts or laws, 
almoft without fen£s or language, k poorly dif- 
tingtttfliediTom the reft of the animal creation. 
Generations and i^es might roll away in filent 
oblivion, and the hel]^efs favage was reftrained 
from multiplying his race, by die wants and 
purfuitB wiuch confined his cxiftence to the nar- 
row saargin of the fea«coatt. But in an early 
period of antiquity the great body of the Arabs 
had emerged from this fcene of mifery ; and as 
tiie naked wildemels could not nuintain a peo^ 
pie of hunters, they rofe at once to the more 
fecure and plentiful condition of the paftoral 
life. The fame life is uniformly purfued by the 

(8") ConliiU, perofe, tnd ftiidy, the SpecimMi Hifloriae Arabum of 
Pocockl (Oxon. 16^0, in 4**.) Tnc thirty pafes of text and veriion 
are extracted fr.m the Dynadies of Gregory Abnlpharagius which Po- 
c'>ck afterwards tranilated (Oxon. 1663, in 4^") : the three hoodred and 
fifty-eight notes form a daffic and original work on the Arabian ami* 
unities. 

(9) Arrian remarks the IGhyoph^gi of the coaft of Hejaz (Periplua 
Maris Erythrsei, 4>. 1 2 ) and beyond Aden Cf- 1$)- It feemt probable 
that the (horet of the Red Set (in the hrgeft fenfe) were occupied by 
thefe ravages in the time, perhaps, of Cyras ; but I can hardly believe 
that any cannibals were left among the favages in the reign of JufHniaa 
(Procop. deBell, Perfic. I. 1. c. ip-)- 

Vol. IX. O roving 
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roving tribes of the dcfert, and in the portrait 
of the modem Bedoweens^ we may trace the 
features of their anceftors (lo), who, in the age 
of Mofes or Mahomet, dwelt under fimilar tents, 
and condu&ed their horfes, and camels, and 
fheep, to the fame fprings and the famepaf- 
tures. Our toil is leiTened, and our wealth is 
encreafed, by our dominion over the ufeful 
animals ; and the Arabian fhepherd had acquir* 
ed the abfolute pofleffion of a faithful friend 
and a laborious flave (i i). Arabia, in the opi- 
nion of the naturaUft, ia the genuine and origi- 
The berfc. nal couutry of the borfe ; the climate mod pro- 
piticms, not indeed to the fize, but to the fpirit 
and fwiftnefs, of that generous animaL The 
merit of the Barb, the Spanifli, and the En« 
glifli breed, is derived from a mixture of Ara- 
bian blood (12): the Bedoweens prefenre, with 
fuperftitious care, the honours and the memory 
of the pur eft race: the males are fold at a high 
price, but the females are feldom alienated: and 
the birth of a noble foal was efteemed, among 
the tribes, as a fubjeft of joy and mutual con- 
gratulation. lliefe horfes are educated m the 
tents, among the children of the Arabs, with a 
tender familiarity, which trains them in the ha- 
bits of gentlenefs and attachment. They are 

(to) Sre theSpecii«eo B^Ooric Arabunr of PococK, p. ft. $. S6« &c. 
The journey of M d'Arvicux, In 1664^ to th« camp of the em'rof 
Mount Carmel (Voyage de It Paleftine, Amfterdamv 1718)^, eihibitst 
pleating tod originti pi£lure of the life of the Bedoweens, which may be 
iiiudrated from Niebohr (Dcfciiptioo dc rAnbit^ p> 327'^344 ) ^^ 
Volncy (tcm i. p. 343— 38$.)> the lad and moft jadictout of onr Syrito 
travellers. 

(fi)ReaH(it It Q'> unpleafta? tafflc) the incompartbte articles of the 
Horfe and the Catml^ io the Natural Hiftory of M. de Bufixio. 

(li) For the Arabian horfes. fee d'Arvieux (p. i$9— 173O and Nle- 
buhr (p. 14a — 144.) At the end of the xiii^^ ceotury, the horiex of 
Neged were efteemed lure-tooted, thofe of Yemen ftrong and ferriceablet 
choie of Hejaa too(\ noble. The horfes of Europe, (he tenth and ltd 
* clafs, were generally defpifed» as having too much body and too little 
fpirit (d*Hetbe]ot, Bibliot Orient, p 339): their ftreogtb was reqsi- 
fite to bear the weight of the knight and hia armour. 

accuilomed 
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accuftomed only to walk and to gallop: their fen- 
rations are not blunted by the inceflant abufe of 
the ipur and the whip : their powers are referv- 
edfoT the moments of flight and purfuit ; but 
no fooner do they feel the touch of the hand or 
the ftirrup, than they dart away with the fwift- 
nefs of the wind ; and if their friend be dif- 
mounted in the rapid career, they inftantly flop 
till he has recovered his feat, in the fands of 
Afric and Arabia, the camel is a facred and pre- TheetmeL 
cious gift. That ftrong and patient beaft of 
burthen can perform, without eating or drinks 
ing, a journey of feveral days ; and a refervoir 
of firelh water is preferred in a large bag, a fifth 
ftomach of the animal, whofe body is imprinted 
with die marks of fervitude : the larger breed 
is capable of tranfporting a weight of a thoufand 
pounds ; and the dromedary, of a lighter and 
more aftive frame, outftrips the fleetefl courfer 
in the race. Alive or dead, almoft every part 
of the camel is ferviceable to man : her milk is 
plentiful and nutritious : the young and tender 
ilefh has the tafte of veal (13) : a valuable fait is 
extraded from the urine ; the dung fupplies the 
deficiency of fuel; and the long hair, which 
falls each year and is renewed, is coarfely manu* 
fadured into the garments, the furniture, and 
the tents, of the Bedoweens. In the rainy fea- 
fons they confume the rare and infulGcientheibage 
of the defert : during the heats of fummer and 
the fcarcity of winter, they remove their encamp- 
ments to the fea-coaft, the hills of Yemen, 
or the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and 
have often extorted the dangerous licence of vi- 
iiting the banks of the Nile, and the villages of 

(13) Qui carnlbns catnelorum Tefci folent odii teoaces font, wasthe 
opioiPQ ot an Arabian pbyitdaB'(Pococky Specimen, p. 88.)- Mahomet 
himfelff who was food of. milk, prefera the cow, and does not even 
.mfQtion the camel; but the diet of Mecca and Medina was already 
more lumrioas (Gagnier^ Vie de Mahomet, torn. iii. p.404.)« 

O 2 Syria 



Arabia : 
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Syrk and FMeftmi. :The4ife ^ a vaadering 
Arab it a life of danger iiMd diftre& ; and though 
ibmetimes, by rapine or excfaangt^ he may ap- 
propriate the fruits 6f tnduftry, a private dtizen 
in Europe is in the poffeflion of more folid and 
pleaiing ICucury than the ptoudeft emir, who 
ttarcbes in the fiekt a£ the head of tenthouiand 
hotfe. 
Cities of Yet an ^fleiltial difference msy be fouad bcs- 
tween the bords of Scytbia and the Arabian 
tribeg) fince many of the bttcr t^erc collcded 
Mt^ tewns, and employed in the labours of 
trade and agriculture. A pdrt of their time and 
induftry uras ftiil devoted to the managetnent of 
their cattle : they sningled, in pelice add war^ 
with their brethren of the deferc \ and die Be^* 
doweens derived from their ufeful interoourfei» 
fome fuppfy of their wants^ and ibfne rudiments 
of art and knowlfec^<. Among tbi? forty^two ot>> 
tioz of Arsibi^ 04^ ehun^eratied by Abulfeda^ 
the moil ancient and pi^louB 1(^^re fit oaf e ia 
the iafipy Yca^n : the towers of Sakna (15)^ and 
the marvelfo^s refervolr of Merab (16), v»cr* 
con(lro£led by the livings ol^ the H<>merites 1 
but .their profane luftre Wa) ecUpfed by 
the iprcgpbetic glpnes of Meowa (k7) tad 

. MsCCA 

(14) Yet Marctan of Herfclca (in Pcripio, p. 16. in tonu t HsdfofW 
lAibor Oe«p-aph. ) Teckoffs o)ne hOT»drc4 \td (ixty-foor to>ii« in Arabia 
FceHx. Tlie fizje »F <iie vcnnm might be TMdt-^tlft ffcilh of ffafe Vrr'Ofk 
niiBht be large. 

U-^) ft h twrtffcred by A^ulf^ift <!« rtwdfon, tbm. i^i p. §4.) tb 
DanuUcuf, and is (Itjl thc^ refideoce of the.frotn l>f yett^en {V^ytgm<tt 
NiebuW," tomi i. p.* 331 — 342.). Saant it twenty-four paralanga ftpm 
.DkSkr (Ab«Iif^^ p. ^rO, W fuiy-eighi fttm Aden (p. $3.) 
^ <i6) Pocock, Speci|&Of» p $7. Oecgra^^h N^brmfrs 4>. 5». Mt- 
rUba, or Merab, fix rrJiles In circumferencei was def^ro^yed by the le- 
'^4a of A«Boft«fc (Plia Mift. N«.vi; 3*..), iHd- fari -ftot rrrived intim 
xivth centnry (Abnlfed. Dcfcfipt. Arab. p. gS ). 

(17) The name of o/y, Meiinoy was appropriated* ««t' -i(«x**{> *** 
Yati-tjl) (ihfe latrippa of the Greeks), the feat of the prophet. The 
diHtnce* from Medint are reckoned by Abulfeda in )Jati»n«, or dayt 
jWH-ney. bf t caravan fp. 15.) : to BUircin, xv; 10 BaflTorn, xviii ; to 
C^flll, XX 5 to Damaltus tjr Paleftioe, tx ; to t:4iro; xxv \ to Mcc^a, 

* X ; 



OP THE ROMAK empire. 157 

Mbgca (18), mar the Red Sea, and at the 
dtftance from each other of two hundred and 
fevcnty tnihs. The laft of thefe holy phccs Mecca; 
was known to the Greeks under the name 
of Macoraba; aqd the termination of the 
word is expreffive of its greatncfs, which has 
not indeed, in the moft fiourifhing period, ex- 
eeeded the fixe and populoufnefs of Marfeitles. 
Some latent motire, perhaps of fuperftitien^ muft 
have impelled the founders, in the choice of a 
moA unpromiflng (ituaiion. They erected their 
habitations of mud or ftone, in a plain about 
two miles long and one mile broad, at the foot 
of three barren mountains • the foil is a rock | 
the water even of the holy well of Zemzem is 
bitter or braekilh } the paftures are remote from 
the city • and grapes are tranfported above fe- 
venty miles from the gardens of Taycf. The 
fame and fpirit of the Koreiftites, who reigned 
in Mecca, were confpicuous among the Arabian 
tribes ; but their ungrateful foil refufed the la- 
bours of agriculture, and their pofition was fa- 
vourable to the enterprifes of trade. By the fea- her tr»<k. 
port of Gedda, at the diftance only of forty 
miles, they maintained an eafy correfpondencc 
with Abyffinia ; and that Chriftian kingdom af^ 
forded the firft refuge to the difciples of Maho* 
met. The trcafures of Africa were conveyed 
over the peninfula to Gerrha or Kati%in the 

m i Irom lfete« t« $ia«D« (p. $t.) er Aden, kxx ; to Oiiro, xxxi days, 
or 411 hours (Shawns Travels, p. 477.) ; which, according to the efti- 
tnate of d*Aovil)e (R4^furet ItineraiMs, p. ^.)j tUows about twenty- 
fiveEogHft tntfesfor a day*8)ourriey. ^rom ihe iand of fraokinCenfift 
(Hadramaot, in Yetneo, between Aden and Cipe Fartafch) to Gact, i^ 
Syria, PKny (Hift. Nat. xK. $i.) ooropates U^. maniGons of cancels. 
Thefe meal'ares may tffiii fancy and elucidate fit^s. 

(18) Our fiotlohi of Mecca muft be drawn fVoip (he Arabians (d'Her- 
belot, Bibltoclidqae Orientaje, p. 568«>^7 1 . Pocock^ Specintea, p. 12$ 
•—128. Abulfeda^ p. ii-«40.). As no onbelieTer ts permitted to enter 
the city, our travdieri ar6 filent( and the ibort hints of Thevepot (Voy- 
ages da Levant, part i. p. 490.) are taken from the fofpicioas month of 
m Alcicifi renegado* Some Perfians counted 6000 houfes (Chardin, 
(om. iv. p. 1670* 

province 
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province of Bahretn^ a city built, as it i$ faid, 
ofrock-falt, by the Chaldean exiles (19): and 
from thence, with the native pearls of the Picrfi- 
an Gulf, they were floated on rafts to the mouttv 
of the Euphrates. Mecca is placed almoft at an 
equal diftance, a month's journey, between Ye- 
men on the right, and Syria on the left hand. 
The former was the winter, the latter the fumr- 
mer ftation.of her caravans ; and their feafonable 
arrival relieved the (hips of India from the tedi- 
ous and troublefome navigation of the Red Sea. 
In the markets of Saana and Merab, in the har- 
bours of Oman and Aden, the camels of the 
Koreifhites were laden with a precious cargo of 
aromatics; a fupply of corn and manufactures 
was- purchafed in the fairs of Boftra and Damaf- 
cus; the lucrative exchange diJFufed plenty and 
riches in the ftreets of Mecca ; and the nobleft 
of her fons united the love of arms with the pro- 
fejflion of merchandife (20). 
Nitionai in- Thc pcrpctual independence of the Arabs has 
of theArX ^^^ thcthemc of praife among Grangers and na- 
tives ; and the arts of controverfy transform this 
lingular event into a prophecy and a miracle, in 
favour of the pofterity of Ifmael (21). Some 
exceptions, that can neither be difiembled nor 
eluded, render this mode of reafoning as indif- 
crcci as it is fuperfluous : the kingdom of Ye- 
men hn^been fucceffively fubdued by the Abyf- 

( f 9) Strabo, 1 . x vi. p. 1 1 lo. See Aoe of thefe fait houfes near Btflbra, 
ind^Herbeloc, Bibliot. Oiieot. p.6. 

(zo) Mirum SStn ex 'mnumeris popnlit pars squa in ctmmereiis anc 
io Utrociniis degit (Plio. H((l. Nat. vi. ^%.). See Sale's ICoran. Sural 
CV-, p. 503. PocQCk, Specimen, p. a. D'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 
361. rrideaax*B Life ot Mal^omec, p. $. Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet, 
toro. i. p. 71, no, 116, &c 

(ii) A nameleis ido&or (UoTverfal Hift. vol. x%. od^avo edition) hat 
formally Jemonfirated the truth of Chriftiaoity by the independence of 
the Arabs. A critic, befidetthe exceptions of fa£t, might difpuce the 
meaning of the text (Geoef. xvi. la.), the exteatof the applicatioa, 
aod the fooodation of thc pedigree* 

finians. 
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finians, the Perflans, the fultans .of Egypt (22)^ 
and the Turks (23) : the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina have repeatedly bowed under a Scy- 
thian tyrant ; and the Roman province of Ara- 
bia (24) embraced the peculiar wildernefs in 
which Ifmael and his fons muft have pitched 
their tents in the face ot their brethren. Yet 
thefe exceptions are temporary or Ipcal ; the bo- 
dy of the nation has efcaped the yoke of the 
moft powerful monarchies : the arms of Sefoftris 
and Cyrus^ of Pompey and Trajan, could never 
atchieve the conqueft of Arabia; the prefent 
fovereign of the Turks (25) may exercife a (ha- 
dow of jurifdidion, but his pride is reduced to 
firiicit the friendihip of a people, whom it is dan- 
gerous to provoke and fruitlcls to attack. The 
obvious caufes of their freedom are infcribed on 
the character and country of the Arabs. Many 
ages before Mahomet (26), their intrepid valour 

(11) It w«i fubdoed, A. D. 1 173, by « brother of the great Stladb, 
who founded a dynafty of Cards or Ayoubites (Guigoea, Hilt des Huns, 
com. i. p. 415. D*Herbclo(, p. 477.)* 

(13) By the lievteoant of SuUman- I. (A. D. i{^8) and Sdim IC 
()><68). See Cantemir** Hift. of the Othman empire, p. 201, izi. 
Tfce Pailia, who refided at Saana, commanded twenty -one Beys, bqt 
00 reveooe waa ever remitted to the Porte (Mariagti, Siato Militare dell* 
impcrio Ottoraaono, p. U4.), aad the Turks were expelled about the 
year i63o(Niebahr. p. 167, 168.) 

(14) Of ^e Romae province, under the oame of Arabia and the 
third Paleftine, the principal cities were Boftrn aad Petra, which dated 
abeir «ra from the year 10$, when they were fubdved by Palma a lieu- 
tenant of Trajan (Dion Cafliu8, 1. Ixviii.). Petra was the capital of 
the Nabalhaeans; wboTename it derived from the etdeft ^|he font of 
Ifmael (Genef. xxv. ii, ficc. with the Commentariet of Jerom, Le Clerc, 
and Calmet). Joftinian relinquiflied a palm country of ten dayt journey' 
to the fomh of i£lah (Procop. de Bell. Perfic. 1. i. c. 19.), and the Ro. 
mans mabtained a centurion and a caftom-honfe (Arrian in PeripJo , 
Maria Erythrsi, p. 11. in Hudlbn, tom. i.), at a place (Xfuwi xm/mh, Pa- 
gtts Albas Hawara) in the territory of Medina (d*Anvitle Mcmoire far 
r£gypte« p. %43*). Thefe real polfeifiont, and feme naval ihroadt of 
Trajan (Peripl- p. 14, 15), are magnified by hiftory and medalt into the 
RonuA conqueft of Arabia. 

(a$) Niebohr (Dcfcription de TArabie, p. 301, 303, 329— 331.) af- 
fords the moft recent and authentic intelligence of the Turkifli empire in 
Arabia. 

(z6) Diodorat Sicalot (tom. ii. I. xix. p. 390--393. edit. WefTeling) 
hat clearly expofed the freedom of (he Nabatlue»n Argbt, who rcfifted 
&e arms of Aotigonas and bis foa. 

had 
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hid been fcver^ly felt by their neighbours ia of- 
fcnfivc and dcfenfi?^ war. The patient and ac- 
tive virtue^ of a foldicr are infenfibty nurfed iu 
the habits and difciplinc of a paftoral life. The 
care of the Iheep and camels is abandoned to the 
women of the tribe J but the martial youth un- 
der the banner of the cniir, is ever on horfe- 
back^ and in the field, to pradkife the excrcife 
of the bow, the javelin, and the fcymetar. The 
long memory of their independence is the firmeft 
pledge of its perpetuity, and fuccceding genera- 
tions are animated to prove their dcfccnt and to 
maintain their inheritance. Their domcftic feuds 
arc fufpended on the approach of a comnraon 
enemy; and in their la(t hoflilities againft the 
Tnrk^, the caravan of Mecca was artacked and 
pillaged by fourfcore thoufand of the confedc- 
rates. When they advance to battle, the hope 
of viftory is in the front ; in the rear, the affu- 
\ ranee of a retreat. Their horfcs and camels, 

who in eight or ten days can perform a march 
of four or five hundred miles, difappcar before 
the conqueror ; the fccret waters of the defert 
elude his fearch ^ and his victorious troops are 
confuifned with third, hunger, and fatigue, in 
the purfuit of an invifible foe, who fcorns his 
efforts, and fafely rcpofes in the heart of tlic 
burning folitude. The arms and deferts of the 
Bedo^^ns are not only the fafeguards of their 
own freedom, but the barriers alfoof the happy 
Arabia, whofe inhabitants, remote from war, 
are enervated by. the luxury of the foil and 
climate* The legions of Auguftus melted away 
in difeafe and laffitiide (27); and it is only by 
a naval power that the redudtion of Yemen has 

\ 

(17) Strabo, I, xvi. p. 1127 — 1119. Plin. Hift. Natar. vi. 31. JB\w$ 

GaIIqs landed Aear Modiaa> aod mtrchedoear a thosfaod milc$ Uuo the 

pari of Y«n\ta between Martb ha4 the Ocean. The aoa aaie devifiis 

3abes regibus (Od. i. ig.)^ «od the intacti Arabum iheUiyi {fii, iii. %4,) 

; pf lluiace, attest (he virgin purit/ of Arabia. 

been 
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been fuccefiifuUy ittempted. Wbcn Mahomet 
erected bis boly fiandard (28), that kingdom 
was a pi^nce of the Perfian empire ; yet feven 
princes J)f the . Homerites ftitl reigned in the 
mountains | and the vicegerent of Chofroes was 
tctc^tcd to forget his diftant country and bis 
unfortunate mallen The biflortans of the age 
of Joftinian reprefeot the ftate of tbc indepen-* 
dent Aral», who were divided by intereft or af** 
fe^on in the ioiig quarrel of the £a(t : the tribe 
of Gmffau was allowed to encamp on the Syrian 
territory : the princes of Hira were permitted to 
form a city about forty miles to the fuutbward of 
tbe rains of Babylon. Their fervice in the field . 
was fpeedy and vigorous \ but their friendihip 
was venal, tbeir faith inconftant, their enmity 
capricious : it was an cafier talk to excite than 
to difarm thefe rovinc Barbarians ; and, in the 
familiar intercoarfe of war, they learned to fee, 
and to defpife, the fplendid weakncfs both c^ 
Rome and of Ferfia* From Mecca to the Eu» 
phrates, the Arabian tribes (%^) were confound^ 
ed by the GVecks and Latins, under the gene* 
ral appellation of Sakacbks (30), a name which 

(18) 8e« tbe knp«rfca hUtof y of Ycmea in Pocock, ^ccimeB, p. 
^^^6^ of Hir», £(.66—74. of Gaflan,p. 75—78. *« f»r a« it could be 
koownor preferved io the time of i^norftoce. 

ovo^M, KOI Ai$<nr9T0i^ are delcribed by Meoaoder (Excerpt, l^egatioo. p. 
149.), Proeopius (de Bc<l Perfic. I. i. e. 17. 19. 1, ii. c. 10 )\ and,tntb0 
moft iiv^y c«lo«r8« by Ammiaa«» Marceiiiaiu (I. xiv. €• 4*)> who ha<| 
fpoken of them as early as the reign of M»rcu». 

<30) The iiamewhich, vfod by Ptolemy and PMiiy » a more conSfled^ 
1» Ammiaott*. tod Procopiiia in a lar|ery Teale* hw be«a d«tived* ridi-' 
culoufly, from Sarahs the wife of Abraham, oblcu rely from the village 
•r ^armAmj (f^T* jim^^xMe. Stcphao. d* Orfaibta), mere plauibljr from 
the Arabic woid», which figoify a tbitvijb charaAer, or Oriental fitua- 
tion, (Heltinger, Hift. OrienwI. I. i. c 1. p. 7, 8. Pocock, Specimen, 
P 33— 35- AiTeroan. Bibliot. Orient, tom. iv. p. 567.). Yet the lad 
mi »oll popular pi thde eiymologieH i» refoMd by PtoUmy (Arabia, 
P.1..IS. i«iM«di«», to» iv.), who expreUly remark* the weftera and 
fouthern pofition of the Saraeeos, thea an obfcur* tribe on the boider* 
of E^ypt' '^^^ iin»ellatio» cannot therefore alivdc to any natitual cha- 
raaS 5 wif 6oC« »« ^^ »wH><i ^ ft<«»S^«» -^ "wiil b« fou«ni, aot ia 
tbe Arabic^ but t& 1 6ir«igu laosua||i«. 

every 
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every Chriftian mouth has been taught to pro* 
nounce with terror and abhorrencel 
) Tbetrdo. .-^The flaves of domeftic tyranny may vainly 
meiVic free- exult in their national independence; but the 
chmBtt. Arab is perfonally free ; and he enjoys, in feme 
degree^ the benefits of fociety, without forfeiting 
the prerogatives of nature. In every tribe, fu* 
perdition, or gratitude, or fortune, has exalted 
a particular family above the heads of their 
equals. The dignities of (heich and emir inva- 
riably defcend in this chofen race ; but the or* 
der of fuccelQon is loofe and precarious ; and the 
mod worthy or aged of the noble kinfmen are 
. preferred to the fimple, though important, office 
of compofitig difputes by tbehradvice, and guid« 
ing valour by their example. Even a female of 
U — fenfe and fpirit has been permitted to command 
^ the countrymen of Zenobia (31). The mo* 

3 mentary jundion of feveral tribes produces an 
army : their more lading union conftitutes a na- 
tion ; and the fupreme chief, the emir of emirs, 
whofe banner is difplayed at their head, may de* 
ferve, in the eyes of ftrangers, the' honours of 
the kingly name. If the Arabian princes abufe 
their power, they are quickly puniftied by the 
defertion of their fubjeds, who had been accuf* 
tomed to a mild and parental jurifdi£tion. Their 
fpirit is free, their fteps are unconfined, the de- 
fert is open, and the tribes and families are held 
together by a mutual and voluntary compact. 
The fofter natives of Yemen fupportcd the pomp 
and majefty of a monarch ; but if he could not 
leave his palace without endangering his life (32;, 

the 

(3t) Saraceni . . . . tmilieres tiant in eot regotre (Expoiitio toeiat 
Mundi, p. 3. in Hodfon, torn. iii.). The reign of Mevie it ikmom in 
ecclefiaftical ftory. Pocock, Specimen, p. 69. 83. 

(32) Mil i^Mut t» rm $*0ikttat9^ ft the report of Ag*ih«rtdet (de Men 
Rttbro, p. 63, ^4. iOxHodfon, torn. i.)« Diodomt Sicnlot (torn. i. 1. tii. 
c. 47. p. 115.}] ^°<^ Sirabo (1. ivi. p. 11914.). Bat 1 nttcb fvfpca that 

this 
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the «£Hvc poircrs of government muft have been 
devolved on his nobles and magiftr^tes. The 
cities of Mecca and Medina prefent, in the heart 
of Aiia, the form, or rather the lubftance, of a 
commonwealth. The grandfather of Mahomet, -- , 
and his lineal anceftors, appear in foreign and v 
domeftic tranfadtions as the princes of their 
country; but they reigned, like Pericles at 
Athens, or the Medici at Florence, by the opi- 
nion of their wifdom and integrity; their influ- 
ence was divided with their patrimony ; and the 
fceptre was transferred from the uncles of the 
pi'ophet to a younger branch of the tribe of Ko- 
reifli. On folemn occaiions they convened the 
afiembly of the people ; and, fince mankind muit 
be either compelled or perfoaded to obey, the uie 
and reputation of oratory among the ancient 
Arabs is the cleareft evidence ot public free- 
dom (33). But their fimple freedom was of a 
very different cad from the nice and artificial 
machinery of the Greek and Roman republics, 
in which* each member poflefled an undivided 
ibare of the civil and political rights of the com- 
munity. In the more fimple ftate of the Arabs, 
the nation is free, bccaufe each of her fons dif* 
dains a bafe fubmiilion to the will of a mader. 
His breaft is fortified with the auftere virtues of 

courage, patience, and fobricty : the love of in / 

dependence prompts him to exercife the habits of 
feif-comofiand ; and the fear of dilhonour guards 
him from the meaner apprehenfion of pain, of 
danger, and of death. The gravity and firm* 

this is one of the popular tales, or extraordinary accidents, which the 
crednitty of travellers fo often transforms into a fa^ a cuftoni, and a 
law. 

(33) Non gloriabaDtor aatiqnitus Arabei, nifi gladio^ hofpite, et e/9- 
^•^jrWtf (Sephadius, apad Pocock, Specimen, p. 161, i^^.)* 'This gift 
of fpeech they (bated only with the Periians 9 and the feoteniioiis Arabs 
wovM pfobabJy h»ve ditdaincd the fimple and fiibrtme logic of Demoft- 
henes. 

nefs 
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nefs of the mind is confpicuoas m his ootWard 
-*>s^ demeanor: his fpeech is flow, weighty, and 
toticife, he is feMorn provoked to laughter, his 
only gefture is that of ftroking his beard, the 
venerable fymbol of manhood ; and the fcnfi; of 
his own importance teaches him to acted his 
rx/ equals without levity, and his fuperiors without 
awe (34). The liberty of the Saracens furrived 
their conquefts : the Brft caKphs indulged the 
bold and familiar language of their fubje^s : 
they afcended the pulpit to perfuade and edify 
the congregation ; nor was it before the feat of 
empire was removed tb the Tigris, that the Ab- 
badides adopted the proud and pompous cere- 
monial of the Perfian and Byzantine courts. 
Civil wt« In the ftudy of nations and men, we may ob- 
ind privtic fep^^ the caufes that render them hoftfle or 
rexeoge. f^j^j^jjy jq g^ch othcf, that tend to narrovr or 
enlarge, to mollify or exafperate, the focial cha- 
rader. The reparation of the Arabs from the reft 
of mankind, hasaccuftomed them toconfoundthe 
ideas of ft ranger and enemy ; and the poverty of 
the land has introduced a maxim of jurifprudence, 
which tbcy believe and praftife to the prefent 
hour. They pretend, that in the divifion of the 
earth the rich and fertile climates were affigned 
to the other branches of the human family; and 
} that the poftcrity of the outlaw Ifmael might re- 
cover, by fraud or force, the portion of inheri- 
tance of which be had been unjuftly deprived. 
According to the remark of Pliny, the Arabian 
tribes are equally addifted to theft and merchan- 
dize : the caravans that travcrfe the defert are 
ranibmed or pillaged j and their neighbours^ fince 

(34) I fimft remind th« re«dcr tb*t d'Arvieox^ d^Herhelot, mmI Nr^ 
bttbr, rcprefentf io tb^ moft livtly eokwrty the muuiers tmi fovcraneaC 
of the Ar«b^ whi<;b Wft iUttftrttcd hf nuuijr iflddeoU| pa&gfi ia the 

14 fe of Mahomec. 

the 
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the rem<Ke tinges of Job Md SeToftris (35^), have 
been the titftims of their rapacious fpirit. If a Be^ 
dqween difcovtrs from afar a foUtary traveller, 
he ri4e6 furtoufly againft him, crying with a loud 
voJcc^ " Undrcfs thyfclf, thy aum (^jny taife) i« 
^^ without a garment/' A ready fulKliiflion en* 
ticks htm to mercy- rcfiftancc will provoke. the 
aggreflbr^ and hi^own blood muft expiate the 
blood which he prefumes to ^d in legidmace 
defeoce* A fitigle robber, or a few aflbciates^ 
are branded with thd r genuine name ; but the 
exploits of a numerous band afltNne the chara&er 
of lawful and bonoiuable war. The temper <tf 
a peofile^ thus Itrmed againft mankind, was 
doubly inflamed by the dpmeftic licence of ra** 
piiie» nnuf der, and revenge. In the cooftitution .. 
of Europe the right of peace aod war is now 
cattfined to a fmalT, and the adtual exercife to a 
much fmallery lift of rcfpedable potentates ; but 
each Arab^ With impunity and'i'enown, might 
point his javelin againft the life of his c6antry« 
man. The union of the nation confifted only 
ia a vague refembUmct of language and man* 
nerS; and meS3ich<x)«nmuQity, the jtirifidi^on of 
the fliagiftrate was mute and impotent* Of the 
time of ignoranee which preceded Mahomet; 
feventecn bundled batilei (56) are recorded bjc 
tr«4ttion : hoftiiicy was embittered with the ranw 
cour of civil fa£liK>n ; and the recital, in profe 
ot verfe, of an obfoletc feud was fufficicnt to re- 
kindle the fame paffioos among the defcendants 

(3^) Obferve the firft chapter of Job^ atid the long wa4I of 1500 fta* 
difl, whith Scfbdris built from Wiufiam to Hcliopolis (Diodor Sicul. 
t«m. i. I- i. p. (7.)* Under tht&ame o( Hjcfou, Utit. fHepfcertj-kfj^f 
they bad formerly fobdued Egypt (MariMin, Caooa. Chron. p. ^,— • 
16L3, fict). 

(35) Or, according to another account, i aoo (d'Herbelot, Bibliothc- 
qoe Ocieotale) P-ys^,): the two hiftoriaaK who wrote of the jijmm al 
Ar^A^ the battles of the Arab*, Uvcd inthetxth aad rS^ century. Tbt 
famous Wat of Dabetand Gabrah was occaiioned by twoi}or(«>s, lall-e<| 
fort; ^ears, and ended io a proverb (Pocock, Speciiv^, p. 46.). 

of 
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of the hoftile tribes. In private life, every man, 
at lead every family, was the judge and avenger 
of its own caufe. The nice fenfibility of honour, 
which weighs the infults rather than the injury, 
fhcds its deadly venom on the quarrels of the 
Arabs : the honour of their women, and of 
their beards^ is mod eafily wounded ; an inde- 
cent action, a contemptuous word, can be ex- 
piated only by the blood of the offender ; and 
fuch is their patient inveteracy, that they expeft 
whole months and years the opportunity of re- 
venge. A fine or compenfation for murder is 
familiar to the Barbarians of every age : but in 
Arabia the kinfmcn of the de^ are at liberty to 
accept the atonement, or <o 6lcercife with their 
own hands the law of retatbttgi^ The refined 
malice of the Arabs refufes eVlE^ir the head of the 
murderer, fubftitutes an innocent to the guilty 
perfon, and transfers the penalty to the beft and 
moft confiderable of the race by whom they have 
been injured- If he falls by their hands, they 
arc expofed in their turn to the danger of re- 
prifals, the intereft and principal of the bloody 
debt are accumulated ; the individuals of cither 
family lead a life of malice and fufpicion, and 
^fty years may fometimcs elapfe before the ac- 
count of venge^incc be finally fettled (37). This 
fanguinary fpirit, ignorant of piiy or forgive- 
nefs, has been moderated, however, by the 
maxims of honour, which require in every pri- 
vate encounter fomc decent equality of age and 
Aniitiai firength, of numbers and weapons. An annual 
feftival of two, perhaps of four, months, was 
pbfcrved by the Arabs before the time of Maho- 
met, during which their fwords were religioufly 

(37) The roodero theory and priflice of ihe Arabs m the revenge of 
«nrder, are deftrjbed by Niebohr (Defcription, p. 26—31.). '^^^ 
fcariher features of anriquiiy may be traced ill the Koran> c. a. p..«o c 
17. p. 230. with Sale** ObfervatioDs. 

fheathed 
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(heathed both in foreign and domeftic boftility ; 
and this partial truce is more ftrongly expremve 
of the habits of anarciiy and warfare (38)* 

But the fpirit of rapine and revenge was at- Their fociai 
tempered by the milder influence of trade and ^^^^^ 
literature. The folitary peninfula is encompaf- virtues 
fed by the mod civilized nations of the ancient 
world : the merchant is the friend of mankind ; 
and. the annual caravans imported the firft feeds 
of knowledge aiui politenefs into the cities, and 
even the camps of the defert. Whatever may 
be the pedigree of the Arabs, their language is 
derived from the fame original ftock with the 
Hebrew, the Syriac, and the Chaldaean tongues ; 
the independence of the tribea was marked by 
their peculiar di^leds (39) ; but each, after their 
own, allowed a juft preference to the pure and 
perfpicuous idiom of Mecca. In Arabia as well 
as in Greece, the periedion of language out- 
ftripped the refinement of manners^ and her 
fpeech could diverfify the fourfcore names of 
honey, the two hundred of a ferpent, the five 
hundred of a lion, the thoufand of a (word, at 
a time when this copious didionary was entruft- 
ed to the memory of an illiterate people The 
monun>ents of the Homerites were infcribed 
with an obfdete and myfterious charader ; . but 
the Cufic letters, the ground-work of the pre- 
fent alphabet, were invented on the banks of the 

(38) Procopiasj(de Bell. Periic. 1. i. C. i6.) placet the two holy mooths 
tboot the fammcr foidice. The Anbians confecrate four monthi of the 
year—the 6r(), feventh, eleventh, and twelfth; and pretend, that in a 
long feriet of ages the truce was infringed only foar or fix times (Sale's 
Prefiroioary DiJcoorfe, p. 147 — 150. and Notes on the ixtl» chapter of 
the Koraa> p. 154, &c. Caiiri. Bil^Iiot. Hifpano-Arabica, tom. ii. p. to, 

*i ) . 

(39) Arriao, in the feccnd Certu'y, remarks Cin Peripio Maris Ery- 
thrzi, p. ii.) the partial or total diiferenceof the dialetS^s of the Arabs, 
Their language'and lettei^ are copionfly treatedbr Pocock (Specimen, p. 
i§o**is4 ), CaTiri (Biblibt. Hifpano-Arabtca, "tsfti* i. p. 1. Z^.'zgi tom. 
ii. p. a$, &c.), and Niebobr (DefcriptionderArabie, p. 72— -86.). I pad 
ili^tly ; I am not fond of repeating words like a parrot, 

Euphrates j 



«o8 THX DECLINE AND FALL; 

Euphrfttcs; tind the recent in vention Was taught 
at M«cca by a ilraager who iettled in that city 
after the birth :of Afbbomet, The arts of gram^ 
mar, of metre, and of rhetoric, were unknown 
to thcfrcebom eloquence of tbe Arabiane ; but 
their penetrttion was (harp, their fancy loxuri* 
ant, their wst ftrong and fisntentious (40), and 
their more dohorate compofitions were addreficd 
with eaergy add cSeSt to the minds of their 
Love of liearers* The genius and ooerit of a rifingpoct 
^otirj. ^^ cekbrated by the appiaufe of his own and 
the kindred tribes^ A folemh banquet was pre- 
pared, and a chorus of women, ftriking their 
cymbak, and difplaying the pomp of tbehr nup- 
tials, (Vmg in the prefence of their fons and 
huibands the folarity of their native tribe ; that a 
champion had. now appestred to vindicate their 
ri^ts ; tiiat a herald bad raifed his voice t<^ im- 
mortalise their renown* The diAant or boflile 
tribes reibrted to an annual fair which was abo- 
liihed by the fanaticifm of the fiifl: Moficms ; a 
national afifenably that muft have contribated to 
refine and barmonife the Barbariaqfs. Thirty 
days were emi^oyed in th^ exchange, not only 
of corn and wine, but of doqucnoe and poetry. 
The prize was difputed by the generous emula- 
tion of the faaids; the v»6torious performance 
was depofeedin the archives of princes and emirs ; 
and we may read in onr own language^ the 
fevcn original poems which were infcribcd in 
letters of ^!d, and fuifpcndcd in the temple of 



t4o) A f»nm1itr tale in Voltaire'$ Z«difi (k Chien et le Chevtl) is if- 
hrtcd, to prove the naturtl fagaciiy of the Arabs (cTHcrbelot, Blbliot. 
Orient, p. 120, 111- Cagnicr, Vie 4e Mahomet, torn, i. p. 37—^.) * 
^01 4'ArVieDx, or j-ather La Roque (Voyage de Paleftlnc, p. 94.) denies 
the boatled faperiority of the Bedoweens. The one hundred iMid fixiy- 
nine femcBcea of All ^rtndattdby OcU^y, X^ndoo» 17 iS) ^ffprd t joft 
and fliVQttfable ]]»ecimea of Arabiaii wit ' 

Mecca 
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Mec^a (41). Th« Arabian poets wcfc thfe hifto- ^ 
rians and Morajifts of the age; and if they 
fympathifed with the prejudices, they iofpircd 
afid crowt^cd the virtues of their coantrymen. 
The indiflbluble union of gencrofity and valour 
was the darling theme of their fong ; and when 
they pointed their kceneft fatire againft a.defpica- 
blc race, they affirmed, in the bitternefs of re- 
proach, that the men knew not how to gave, nor 
the w^iken to d'eny (42). The fame hqfpitality, ExSmpies 
which was praclifed by Abraham and celebrated 1^^***"*^' 
by Homer, is ftill renewed in the camps of the * 
Arabs. The ferocious Bedoweens, the terror of 
the dcferr, embrace, without enquiry or beiita- 
tion, the ft ranger who dares to confide in their 
honour and to enter tbcir tent. His treatment 
is kind arnd refpeclful : he fhares the wealth or 
the poverty of his hoft ; and, after a needful 
repofe, he is difmiffed on 1^8 way, with thanks, 
with bleffings, and perhaps with gifts. . The 
heart and hand are more largely expanded by 
the wai<it^ of a brother of a friend ; but tM 
heroic ads>tbat could deferve the public appiaufe^ 
- iQ«fi hav^ ferpaflfcd the narrow meafure of dif- 
cretion and experience. A difpute had arifen, 
who, among the citizens of Mecca, was en- 
titled to the prize of generofity ; and a fucceffive 
application was made to the three who weie 
deemed mod: worthy of the trial. AbdaUab, 
the fon of Abbas, had undertaken a diftant Jour« 
ney, and his foot was in the ftirrup when be 
heard the voice of a fuppliant, " O fon of the 
" ancle of the apoftlc of God, I am a tra- 
" veller and in diftrefs/* He inftantly dif- 

• 

(41) p9cock ($pcdmen, p. T58 — 1^1.) trtd Cafiri (Btbliot. Hifpano* 
Arabica, torn. 1. p. 48. 84* &c. 119. torn. ii. p. 17, &c.) fpeak of the 
Arabian poets before Mahomet : the (cveo poems oi the Caaba have been , 

poblilhed in Engiifh by Sir William Jones ; but his honourabie miflion to 
ladia has depri^ved us of hia owa notes, hx more interefting than theob- 
fcare and obfolete text. * 

•(4a) Salens Preliminary Difconrfe, p. 29, 30. 

Vol- IX. P mounted 



aio THE DECLINE AND FALL 

moiiDited to prcfent the pilgrim with his camd, 
her rich caparifon, and a purfe of four thou- 
fand pieces of gold, excepting only the fword, 
either for ks intrinfic value, or as the gift of an 
honoured kinfman. The fervant of Kaia in* 
formed the fecond fuppliant that his matter was 
afleep ; but he immediately added^ *^ Here is a 
*^ purfe of feven thoufand pieces of gold (it is all 
** we have in the houfc), and here is an order, 
<^ that will entitle you to a camel and a flave ;*' 
the matter, as footi as he awoke, praifed and en- 
franchifed his faithful ileward, with a gentle re* 
proof, that by refpeding his flumbers he bad 
hinted his bounty. The third of thefc heroes, 
the blind Arabab, at the hour of prayer, was 
fupporting his fteps on the fhoulder^ of two 
(laves. *' Alasl" he replied, "my coffers arc 
." empty! but thcfeyou may fell- if you refufe, 
.*' I renounce them/' At thefe words, puihing 
away the youths, he groped along the wall with 
his ftafF. The character of Hatem is the perfed 
model of Arabian virtue (43) ; he was brave 
and liberal,* an eloquent poet and a fuccefsfql 
robber : forty camels were roafted at his hofpi- 
table feafts ; and at the prayer of a fuppliant 
enemy, he reftored both the captives and the 
fpoil. The freedom of his countrymen difdained 
the laws of juftice: they proudly indulged the 
fpontaneous impulfe of pity and benevolence*. 
Ancient Thc celigiou of the Arabs (44), as well as of 
idoittry. ^^^ Indians, confifted in thc worlhip of the fun, 

(43) D*HerbeIot, Bibliot Orivnc. p. 4^8. Gagnier, Vie de Mthomct, 
Com. iii. p. 1 18. Caab and Hefnus (Pocock, Specimen, p 43, 46, 48.) 
were likewife conipicuous for tiieir liberality ; and the iauer is elegantly 
praifecWby an Arabian poet: *"*• Vidcbis earn com acceflerit exoitaDtero, 
*'^ ac fi dares tlli quod ab illo petis.** 

(44) Whatever can now be known of the idolatry of the ancient 
Arabians, may be found in Pocock (Specimen, p 89—136. 163, 164). 
His" profound erudition is more clearly and concisely interpreted by Sale 
(Preliminary Oifcourfe, p. . 1 4^-14. );. and AfTemanni (Hibliot, Orient* 
lom. iv. p^ $80—590.) has added fome valuable remarks. 

the 
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the moon, and the fixed ftars, a primitive and 
fpecious mode of fuperftiiion. The bright lu- 
minaries of the (ky difplay the vifible image of 
a Deity : their number and diflance convey to a 
philofophic, or even a vulgar, eye, the idea of 
boundiefs fpace : the character of eternity i$ 
marked on thefe folid globes, that feem incapable 
of corruption or decay : the regularity of their 
motions may be afcribed to a principle of reafon 
or inftin£i ; and their real or imaginary influence 
encourages the vain belief that the earth and its 
inhabitants are the objcdt of their peculiar care. 
The fcience of aftronomy was cultivated at Ba- 
bylon ; but the (chool of the Arabs was a clear 
firmament and a naked plain. In their noctur- 
nal m&rches, they (leered by the guidance of the 
ilars : their names, and order, and daily flation, 
were familiar to the curiofity and devotion of the 
Bedoween ; and he was taught by experience to 
divide in twenty-eight parts, the zodiac of the 
moon, and to blefs the conftellations who re- 
freftied, with falutary rains, the third of the 
defert. The reign of the heavenly orbs could 
not be extended beyond the vifible fpherc; and 
fome metaphyfical powers were neceflary to fuf* 
tain the tranfmigration of fouls and the refurrec- 
tion of bodies : a camel was left to pcrifli on the 
grave, that he might ferve his maftcr in another 
life ; and the invocation of departed fpirits im- 
plies that they were ftill endowed with confciouf- 
nefs and power I am ignorant, and I am care* 
Iqfs, of the blind mythology of the Barbarians; 
of the local deities, of the ftars, the air, and the 
earth, of their fex or titles, their attributes or 
fubordination. Each tribe, each family, each in- 
dependent warrior, created and cl»M)ged the 
rites and the objedt of his fantaflic worfhip; btit 
the nation, in every age, has bowed to the re* 
ligion, as well as to the language, of Mecca. 
P z The 
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The Caabt/JT^ genuine antiquity of the Caaba afcends be*' 
o^tempie o ^^^ j ^^ Chriftian sera : in defcribing the coaft 
of the Red Sea, the Greek hiftorian Diodo- 
rtis (45) has remarked, between the Thamudites 
and the Sabaeans, a famous temple, whofe fu- 
perior fandtity was revered by all the Arabians : 
flife line or filken veil, which is annually re- 
newed by thcTurkifh emperor, was firft offered by 
a pious king of the Homerites, who reigned fcveii 
hundred years before the time of Mahomet (46). 
A tent or a cavern might fuffice for the worfhip 
of the favages, but Sin edifice of (lone and clay has 
been erected in its place ; and the art and power 
bf the monarchs of the Eaft haive been confined 
to the fimplicity of the original model (47)* 
A fpacibus portico inclofes the quadrangle of 
the Caaba; a fquare chapel, twenty-four cubits 
long, twenty-tfiree broad, and twenty-fevcn 
h?gb : a door and a window admit the light ; the 
double roof is fupported by three pillars of wood; 
a 1^6ut (now of gold) difcharges the rain-water, 
and the well Zertizcm is protedted by a dome-^ 
from- accidental pollution. The tribe of Koreiih, 
by fraud or force, had acquired tiie cuftody of 
the* Gaaba : the facerdotal ofBce devolved 

(Digdor. Sjcul. tpcn» i. I. iii. p. 211.). The chara^^er and ppfittoo arefo 
^orre£lly appofiie, that I am farfriTed how this curious paflTage fhoui^ 
liiVAb«eti read without iKnloe or application. Yet this fimoas cempie 
h^l l)QCA.QyerloQked by A^atharcides (de Mari Rubro, p. $8. in Hodfoa, 
tom. i.), whom Diodoras copies in the r^fl of the defcrlption. Was the 
$fciii^p niorc: kpowing then tfae-l^gyptian } Or was the Caaba built be« 
tween the years of Ronne 6$o and 746, the dates of their refpeaive 
l&iftorits } (Dodwell, in Diffcrt. ad torn. i. Hudfon, p. yz. Pabricius» 
BjbHqt. GrsBc. torn. ii. p. 770.) 

{46) Pocock, Specinnen, p. 60, 61, From the death of Mahomet we 
tfc^erfd to-6S, from his birth tor i »9, years, before the ChrifKan «f a. The ' 
Tei( or certain, which is flow of (ilk and gold^ was no more than a piece 
of Egyi^an Tinen. (Abulfeda, in Tit. Mohammed, c. 6. p. 14.). 

(47; The original plan of* the Caaba (wbkh is* (^r vilely copied ia 
6a^ tl^ Univerfal. Hi ftory, &c^} was a Tnrkifh draught, which Re- , 
land (de Reiigione Mohammedica, p. 113— 123.) has corrected and ex- I 
'pfaioed ftk>m-the beft -atttlwriliJSs. For the defcription aod legend of the , 
Caaba, ooiifult Pocock (Spef:ime;i, p. 115 — tii),. the Bibliotheqae 
b(;ie|qtate of d*Herbel6t Y^^^'^^f A^lgier^ Zemsemi 6(C.)» Aod SaTe ' 
IPrdlinainary Difcourfe, p. i u-^cUz.). 

through 
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through foor lineal d^ktMH to tbo gr^^^^i^ > 
erf Mahomet j and thp foraily of the H^rti^njjt^^ - '^• 
from wbemce be fprung, was the mpft rc(pcci^i 
blc and facrcd in the eyes of their country (48^ 
The prccinfls of Mecca enjoyed the rights 4f 
fanduary; aqd, in the laft mpinhof qaoi yc^Ti 
the city and the temple were crowded witjh la ^ 
long train of pilgrims^ whoprefentedibclr vpyrp 
and offerii^ in the houfeof God* Tl^p.^fftc 
rites^ which are now accomplKhed by .thi^ faitbl 
ful Mufulman, were invented and praiUfc^ by 
the fuperftition of the idolators. At an ^y/i^i 
diftance they caft away tl)i;ir:garniet)ts:: f^vfan 
^imes, with bafty. fteps, they enc^rckd the Q^?^ 
^nd kifled: the black ftoDC : fpvcn tinriep they vi!- 
fiicd and adored tbe.adjac^nt wpp^t^iiis^ jcv?p 
times they tbr^fv^f^onea intQ thcvalley of JMiiQai; 
and the {Hlgrimag^ was atchieved^ a^; at jtb? pm- 
fent hour» by a facrifice of ib^ep^.^nd .^fH^el;, 
and the btirial of their hair $^i>d; n^ils i^;\\)^ fon- 
fecrated ground* Each trii^e either found pr.in- 
tro4uced in the Caaba their dornc^lic wprfKip,: 
the temple was adorned, or defiled, mtU tUrp: 
hundred and fixty idols of meng. eagles, lionf, 
and antelopes; and mod conspicuous was the . 
iiatue of Hebal, of red agate, holding in his 
hand feven -arrows, withwt beads or feather, 
the inftrurticnts and fymbols of profane .diyitii- 
' tiom But ihtt^ ftatue ^as a monument ofiSy riah 
arts : the devotion of the ruder age$ was con- 
tent with a pillar or a tablet ; and the rocks of 
die defert wer« hewn into gods or altars, in imi- 
tation of the black ftone (49} of Mecca, whi<sh 

X4$) Coft, <tit fifth tiK«ftor of KfiHdmet, muft have uftit^sed ffae 

Caaba A. D. 440 ; but the ftory it dlffen*nfly toW by janttrbi (Oag-n^i^r, 

■ Vie deMfthomet, torn. I p. 65— <59.) aiidhy Abulfeda (ih Vrt. Moharo* 

c. 6. p. 13.)' . " 

(49) In the fecottd ce&tory, Maxinras of Tyre attfibutes t6 the Aftbs 
the worihip 6f 4 ftone— A^l9tw <ri(8to^i fu¥, •Hiw h m o«»«, to i* «*«XJ^» 
fi^of' Xidof «f irrpavMrK (diflert. viii. torn, i. p. 14%. edit. Reiikc>i. and 
the reproach is fonovfly re-echoed by the Chriftiaoa (Clemens Alex, in 
PioUcpcicQ, p. 40, Araobiiu coDtra Pcntei, 1. vl p. tA^)* Vet thefe 

ftonei» 
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sicrificet jg decplv tainted with the reproach ©f an idola- 
tro08 ' origin. From Japan to Peru,, the ufe ot 
facrifice has untverfaUy prevailed ;• and the vota- 
ry has exprefled his gratitude, or fear, by de- 
fttoying or confuming, in honour of the gods, 
thedrareft and moft precious of their gift*^. 
The Kfe of a niaiv(5o) is the mftft-piwious abla- 
tion to deprecate a public calamity : ffafe altars of 
Phoenicia and Egypt, of Rome and Carthage, 
have been polluted with human gore: the cruel 
pradtice was long prcferved among- the Arabs ; 
in the third century, a boy wai'annualiy facri- 
ficed by the 'tribe of Dumatians (51) ; and a 
Toyal captive was proufly flaughtered by the 
pfince of the Saracens, 'the ally and f^ldier of 
the emperor Juftinian (52). A parent who drags 
•his fon to ifheSlfari exhibits the moft painful and 
fublime effort of fanaticifrt : the dped, or the 
ifitentloh, was 'fenfl-ified by the example of faints 
and heroes ; and the father of Mahomet himfelf 
was devoted by a raCli vow, andhardly ranfomed 
for the equiivaldnc of aft hundred camels. Iti 
the lime ot ign^r^rice, the Arabs, like the Jews 
and Egyptiaiis, abftained frotn^-tbe- tafte of 



r Itonea w^rc ao other Uuut tht:^i'n/>«.Af Sjrnli tti4. Greets; ib renowjipd 

, inUcred and profane antiquity (Euleb. Prep. Evangel* j, i«.p. 37. M^r- 

'fliara. Canon. Chron.'p. 54— 56). 

($0} Tb« two horrid fabjeas of Ay)^odvtf'<« a«d'p«|lodu0-M, ire i^c- 
cumdy difcufled by the le^ri^cd Sir John Mai (ham (Canoo. Cbron. p. 76 
*— 7S. 301 — 304). Sanchontatho derive* the Phttniclan facrificca from 
thetxampleof Chronica ^ bot we arc iKDoraot wbfther Chroaoa lived 
before or after Abraham, of indeed whether he lived' at all. 

(51) IUt* iref Uac0v «"«»>» ifiuev, is the reproath of Porphyry; but he 
Vikewife imputea to the.Rom»na the faoDe bftfbaikOQS CQftoaiy whicb» 
.A. U. C. 657, had been (inalfy aboliihed. Damsetha/Daumut al Gea- 

' dal, is noticed by Ptolemy (Tabol. p. 37. Arabia, p. 9.-29.) and 

. Abalfed* (p. 57.); *pd,n)|^y,b« found ind'AnvilJp^ jntpa, in the mid- 
defert between Chaibar and Tadmor., 

($a) Procppius (de Bpil. Periico, 1, i. c. %% ), Evagrltw (]. vi. c. ii.)» 
find Pocock (Specime\), p. 72. 96 ), atteft the human facrifices of the 
Arabs in the vi<h ccntuty. Th6 daogper and efcape of AbdalJah, is t 
tradition rather than a fa4 (Gagnier, Vie d« Maboaiet^ torn i. p. 81^ 
•4). . 

fwine'8 
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fwtne's flefli (53) ; they circumcifed (54) their 
children at the age ot puberty: the fame cuf- 
toms, without the cenfure or the precept of the 
Koran, have been filcntly tranfmitted to their 
pofterity and profclytcs. It has been fagacioufly 
conjedured, that the artful legiflator indulged 
the ftubborn prejudices of his countrymen. It 
is more fimple to believe that he adhered td the 
habits and opinions of his youth, without fore- 
feeing that a practice congenial to the climate of 
Mecca, might become ufelefs of inconvenient 
©n the banks of the Danube or the Volga, 

Arabia was fiee : the adjacent kingdoms were 'ntrodnc- 
fliaken by the dorms of conqueft and tyranny, &bUn«! * 
and the perfecutcd fedts iled to the happy land 
where they might profefs what they tho^ghti 
and pradlifc what they prtffeffed. The religions 
of the Sabians and Mayans, of the Jews and 
ChriftianSy were difiemihated from the Perfian 
Golf to the Red Sea. In a remote period of 
antiquity, Safbianifm was diffufed over Afia by 
the fcience of the Chald8eans(55) and the arms 
of the Affyrians. From the obfervations of two 
thoufand years, the priefts and aftronomcrs of 
Babylon (56) deduced the eternal laws of nature 
and providence. They adored the fevcn gods or 

angels 

($3) Stt{llii€ftriiibW tbftinent, ftys Sotintis (PoYyhiftor. c. 33 ) who 
copies Pliny (i. viii. c. 68 ) in ihe ftrange fuppofitiun, that hogs cannot 
live in Arabia. The Et^yptinns were a^uated by a natural and ruperf^i'- 
cioaaliorror for thai unclean beafi (Mar(ham, Canon p. 105 ). The old 
Arabians likewife pra^ied, ^^ rW/am, the rite of ablution (Herodot; 
I. i.e. 8o/^, whkti isfandHfied by Che Mihometan law (Reland, p. 75, 
Src Chtroinyof rather the Mtllalx:^ Shaw Abba?, torn. iv. p. 71, &c ). 

($4) ^^^ Mabometan dolors are not fond of ihe fubjea ; yet they 
hoid ctrcwOK'ifid^' fleeeifary to falvation, sod even pretend tfiac Mahomet 
was miractttouAy hern without a fore-dein (Poceck, Specimen, p. 319^, 
310. Sale** P^elimhiary Difvoarfe, p. lOi^, 107.). ' 

(55) Diddbrus Sicvlue (torn i. I. ii. p. 141—14$.) has cafl on their 
religion ihecuHous but fuperfieial glance of a Greek. Their aftronomy 
would be far more v»iHsMe: they had looked through the telefcope of 
realoD, iinc$ they could doub^ whether the fun were in the number of 
the planets or of ihe fi»ed (lars. 

(56) Simplictus (who quotes Poiphyry), de Oslo. I. ii com. xlvi. pi 
113. iin. iS. apud MtrQiam, Canon. Cbriw. p.< 474* who doubt« the 

faa. 
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angels who direded thecotirfe of the feveh plknets; 
and (bed their irrefiliible influence on' the 
earth. The attributes of the feiraaa planets,* 
with the twelve figns of the zodiac, and thu 
twenty-four conftcllations of the riorthcrri aiui 
fouthern hemifphere^ were rcprefentcd by images 
and talifmans ; the fcveri days of the.wtek: wcte 
dedicated to their refpediye deities ; the Sabians 
prayed thtice each day ; wd the temple of chc 
moon at Haran waa the termr of theii* pi'g"'- 
mage (57). But the flexible genius of thdf 
faith was always ready either to teach or to 
learn ; in the tradition of the creation,- the de- 
luge, and the patriarchs.^ they held a lingular 
agreement with their Jewifli captives ; tbey lap* 
pealed to the fei:ret books of ^dam, Setb^ and 
Enoch ; and a flight infufion of the goFpel has 
transformed the laft remnant pf the Pblytheifts 
into the Chriftians: of St. John, in thp territory 
TheMigi- of Baflbra(58). . The altars of Babylon were 
*"' overturned by theMagians.; but the injuries of the 

Sabians were revenged by the fword of Alexan* 
der; Perfia groaned above fiv^hiindr^ years 
under a foreign yoke; and the .pureft difciples 
of Zoroafter cfcaped from the ciMStagion of ido^ 
latry, and breathed with their ad verfarics the 
the Jews, frccdom of the defcrt (59). Seven hundred 

£ia, becftufe it is tdverfe to bip fyftems. The etrjieil «ktf« of ttic CbaU 
deaa obfcrvfttibpc is the yetr 2134 before Chrifl, After the cttnqaeft of 
^abyloo by Alexander, they were communicated, ftt the requeft of 
Arifiocle, to the aftrooomer tiip(>arch|is» W«bat. a momsot iA..tbc «noals 
of fcience ! 

(57) Pocock(SpeciiBfn,.p. i38-fi450» Hotting«!r.i(Hift. Oriental, p. 
161 — 103.), Hvde (de pLejigiooe Vet. Peri^riiin> p. 1*4.. iiS, &c.), 
d'Herbelot {Sabi^ p. 725, ^^6.)^ and Sale (Pr^limiQarv Dircc^iirfe, p. 14^ 
1 5. ), rathcr'excite than gratify our coriofiiy i ^ndibe hOl 0^ tbe£e writer* 
coAfounds Sabiaoifm. with tfie primiti^ f eligiop gf .tb/(. Aiiibt; 

(58) D'Anville (rEppbrate et ie,Tigre, p. 130-^-147,) wiU fix the 
fofition of thefe ambiguous Cbrif.j^^ ; AffemaDoutf {Bibliot.- Oriental. 
$om. iv. p. 607— 614.) may explain their tenets^ Bat it h% flippery 
uik to afcertaio the creed of aa igooraut peopiey tfutid Mid •fliatecd 10 
flifciofe their fecret traditional . . ^ 

($9] The Magi were fixed in the prov|Df:e oC.Babre]a.(GagQier, Vie 
de Mahomet, ton), iii. p. i>4-)» aadaitglfd with the oM Aftbiant {Po- 
icAck, Spccifseo, p. i.4^f Sff*)* 

years 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE tij 

years before tbc death of MAhomer, the Jewf 
were fcttiied: i|) Arai;>ia : and ^ far greater ai\^\tu 
(ikfe was expelled from the holy lai^d in the wars 
of Thus and Hadrian. Th^ induftrious exiles 
affnred to i^^ierty ^nd power ; t|iey ereded fynaf 
gogues m the cuies aiK) c^ftlea in lUa wilderncf^ 
and their Gentile co(n verts mere cpnfound^ with 
the ehildren of.Ifraelr whpm they r cfcmbled in 
fhe outwerd mark of circumcifioci. The ChriU- Th€Chrif- 
£ian miffionaries were ftill more a^ive apcj fuc- '*"'*- 
cefsful: ih^ CatMicj^ aiferted their uxuvcrfal 
.reign ; the fe^B wbon) they oppreffcd fucceflively 
retired beyond the linut$. pt th^ Roman ex^pire ; 
the Marei(tpii^.e$:ai^d .M9^n/ch«an$ difperied theijr 
phantqfiic opinions and apocryphal gofpels ; the 
eborche^ of Yemen, ^mj thc:princes of {iira 
^nd Gaflat), were inftruftcd in a purer creed \x^ 
the Jacobite, and Neilorian biihops(6o)^ The' 
liberty of cbpi^C ^as pre;ici^ted to the tribes*: 
each Arab was free \o ele<$ or to compofe his 
priyate religion ; and the rude fuperftition«^of his ^ 

houfe was mingled with the fublime theology of 
faints and pb^lpfc^pbers* . A; fundamental article 
of faith was inculcated ' by the confent of the 
learned ftraogers ; the exiftence of one fupreme 
God, wjio is ej^ahed above the ppwcrs of heaven 
and earthy but who has often revealed himfelf 
to mankind by the miniftry of hi^ angels and pro- 
phets, and whoft grace or juftice has interrupted, 
by feafpnaWe uiiraclcs, the order of nature. 
The moil rational of the Arabs acknowledged his 
power, though they neglefied his wQrftip((5i>; 

(5d) Theiftte bf the Jews tnd ChriftltDS' in Arabit, is defcrlbed by 
Pocock frora Sl^areflaqi^ &c. (Specimen, p. (So. 134, Sec)* Hottipger 
THift. Orient;^, au— 23^), d*Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 474—476), 
Btfnage (HiR« de8 Joife, torn. vii. p. 18$. torn. viii. p. 280,}, And S«le 
(PreliiDinary Dlicourfe, p. Ai, Src. 33, &c.]i. 

(61) In their ofTeriogs it was a mAxim to defraud God for the profit of 
the idol, opt ^ more potent, bota mote Irritable patron (Pocock, Sped-. 
me% p. .io$p io$.), . . 

and 
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and it was habit rather* than convi^ftbn- that fiilt 

attached them to the rdics of idoiatry. The 

Jews and Chriftians were the people: of the bmJt ; 

thel>iblewas already tranflated tmo the Arabic 

language ^62)9 and the volume of the old tcfta* 

went was accepted by-' the concord of thcfc im» 

placable enemies. . In the (lory of -the Hebrew 

patriarchs, the Arabs were pleafed to difcorer 

the fathers of their nation. They applauded the 

birth and promifes of Ifmad ; revered the faith 

and Tirtue of Abraham ; traced his pedigree 

and their own to the crelEition of the firft man, 

and imbibed with equal credulity^ the prodigies 

of the holy text, and the dreams and traditions 

of Ac Jewi(h rabbis. 

Birth tod The bafe and plebeian origin of Mahomet is 

/MtSmeV^^^ unikilful calumny of the Chriftians (63), 

A. d/ who exalt inflead of <legrading thfe - merit of 

J69— 609. .|.jjgjj. adverfary. His defcent from Ifmael was a 

national privilege or fable ; bntif thefirft fteps 

, of the pedigree (64) are dark and doubtful, he 

could produce many generation^ of pure and 

genuine nobility :^ he fprung from the tribe of 

{6% ) . Oar verfiooi ncK. «xtutt, . . vhether J«Bitfli ^ ebriftim, *f ppe^r 
rmore recent tlian the Koraa; but the exigence of Vi prior trgnflation msj 
' be tairly'inferred, i- Prom the perpetual praftife of the fynagogtse, bf 
expounding; the .Heltr^w letfoA by; « parapbrafe in tbie Y«lg«i' tongue of 
the country. %, From the analogy of th« Armenian^ Periiaa, ^tbiopic 
verfions, exprefsly quoted by the fathers of 'iht liftK -century, who affat 
thaTthe ^ctipt«rea'«r«re tranfl«^ed«aio allxht ^ytubari^ ljm(ii«se8-(Wa|- 
ton. Prolegomena ad Biblia Polyglot, p. 34 93 — 97. Simon, Hifl. Cti» 
tiquedu V. et duN Tenamenc, tom. 1. p.'iSo, rSi, i8«— %86, 193» 
305,306. torn. iv. p. 206 ). . . - :. "^ ; 

(63} In eo conveuiunt omnes, ut plebeio viliaqe genere orrum, &c. 
'(mttinger, Hift. Orient, p. 136.)* Yet Theoph««i4»^ tbe-moft aocieAt 
of the Greeks, and the father of many a lie, confefles that Mahomet 
watof the race of I(inael,.f» fM«; y^^nmram^ ^yXiif (Chroni^raph- P* 
a??-). • . ^ 

(64} Abulfeda (in Vit Mohammed, c. 1, l.) and Gagnier (Viede 
Mahomet, p. 25 — ,7) defcribe'the popular and approved genealogy of 
the prophet. At Mecca, 1 would not diipute iu auihenticity > at Lao- 
ianne, I will venture 10 obferve, 1. TAaf from Ifmael to Mahomeu i 
period of 1500 years, they reckon thirty, ipflead of feventy-five, gene- 
rations, a. That the modern Bedo weens are ignorant of their hiflocy 
and carelefsof their pedigree (Voyage de d^Arvienxy p. loo. 103.). 

Koreifli 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^19 

KoreiHi acid itie family of Haflvem, the mofft ilkif- 

trtous of the Arabs, the prince of Mecca, and 

the hereditary guardia^is of t)>e Caaba.* The 

grandfather ^ Mahomet vras Abdol Motalleb, 

the ioB of .Hdfiiem, a \veaflthy and generous ci- 

tkieti, who relieved the difti^fs of Tamine^with 

Ac applies of commerce/ Mecca whidi had 

licen fed \^y the liberality of the father, was 

faved by the courage of the fon. The kingdom 

of Yemen was fubjcdl to the Chriftian princes of 

Abyifinia ; their vaflal Abrahah was provoked > 

by an infutt to avenge the honour of the crofs ; 

and the holy city was inveHed by a train of ele-' 

phants and an army of Africans. A treaty was 

propofed ; and in the iirft audience, the grand* 

father of Mahomet demanded the reftttutibft of 

his cattle. *' Aiid why," faid Abrahah,- ^« do 

" you not rather implore my clemency in favour 

" of yrfWr temple, which 1 have threatened to 

« deftroyr •^^ Becaufe," repHed the intrepid 

chief, ** -the cattle is my own ; the Caaba be- 

*' longs to the gods, and ihef will defend their 

•' boufe froin injury and fecrilege." The want 

of provifidns, or the valour of the Korcilh, 

compelled ^fae AbyfGmans to a difgraceful re- 

treat ; thciir difcomfiture has been adoi'hed wit^ 

a miraculotis flight of birds, who fliowcrcd down 

ftones on the heads of ttie infidels ; and the de- Deiivenmce 

liverance was -long commemorated by the aera®^*^"^*** 

of the elephant (65). The glory of Abdol Mo- 

(6^) Tbc feed of this blftory, or ftble, is coottincd in the cvtb chap- 
ter of the Koran ^ and Gagnier (inPrsefitt. ad Vit. Mobaro. p* i8, &c.) 
has tranilaM. the biftorical narrative of Abolfeda, wbich may be illiiP> ^ 
traced firoro :d*HerUIot (Bibliot. Orientale, p. iz.)* *o6 Pocock (Speci- 
nep, p. 64.). Pri^eaux (Ufe of Mahomet, p< 48.) calls it a lie of the 
coinage of Mahomet ; but Sale (Koran, p. 501-— $03.)/who is half « 
Mofulmao, attacks the inconfiftcnt faith of the Do^or for believing the 
miracles, of the Oelphic Apollo. Marscci (Alcoran, torn, i. part ii. p. 
14. torn. ii. p. 8^3.) afcribcs the miracle to the devil, and extorts from 
the Mahometans the confeffion, that God woold not have defended 
»gaiolt the Chriftians the idola of tbe Cttba* 

talleb 
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t^lcb was crowQcd wkh domeftijc baiKHBofs, hi^ 
life wsi8 prolonged, to the age of o^i; kindred 
and ten. years, aod be became the father of (ix 
daughters and tbirteerv ions. Hii beft beloved 
Abdailah i^as the. moA beaiLitifp} :aii4 ino^eft pf 
the; Arabian youth;. p[(ul in, tbe^i*.^ flighty y^hett 
l]e confutnmatedbis marriage Vith Au^r^a^ojf the 
Qoblc race of the Zahrites, . two hunijUfed virgins 
^re faid to have cxjinit^d of jealoufy and d^fpak. 
Mahomet) or more properly Mo^aipmed, the 
only fpa of Abdallah and Anvna, was born at 
IVfecca^ four y:€ari^ .aft^r the dea^b qf Juftmian, 
and t;wo months %f^er ti^ dcf6.a4; pf thje Abyili* 
oiaas (66)) whole vi^p^y \yould have introduced 
into the Caaba the religion of the Chriftiaot. 
la his' early infanf^y;, .Me was deprived jQf ht^ 
father, his mother,, and bis grandfather; his 
^^Q\Q$. WPr^ ftrong. ^ad numerous ; an4 i? th€/di-> 
yijfion of the; inb^ritancej^ the orphan's 0^e was 
reduced to fiv^ cam:els and an Ethiopian maid* 
fervant, Ac hom^.ap^ abroadi in peac^ and 
war, Abu Ti^lf^the, mod; refpe^^ble of his 
unclesj,) was the.' ^guide and gpa^i^ of his 
youth vlin his twenty-rftifth year, he €M!p/i^^ into 
the fi^Fvice of (^a4ijajb, a rich and poble. widow 
6f ^l^q^ who fpofl;,Tewarde4 bi? lidcWty with 
thergift^f her hand^and fortune* Xh^.»»<itfri? 
. age^contraft, in .riae fiipple ftyle of antiquity, 
recites; the mutual Ipv^ of Mahomet and Cad i^ 
jah ; :defcfibes him. as; |he mpft af^^omplifhed of 
the tribe of KoreilHi and ftipulates a' dowry of 

{€&) The fifeftcrtB of Abul^da fm Vit. c. i. p. t.), of Alezittder, 
ortheGretekk, 88a, of Bocfot >it(br, 'drNtbontffer, 131$, eqoftily lead 
ms to' the f«ar ^69. Thk old Ari^fan calendar is too dark and oncertaia 
to fupport'the Befledi^lki^l (Att'de verifier lee Dtt^s, f». 1$ ), who from 
4heday:bf tbte month atid wejikdedtice a new mode of cak'ulaiion, and 
rem€tv<« ilie birth of Mahomet *tb the year of Chrift §70> the loth of 
•Novembfcr.^ Yet thU date Woiild vgree with the year '8E2 of the Greeks, 
which I* a41!gned by Elmadn {Hid. Saracen, p. $ ) and Abtilpharagin* 
(Dynaft; p. loi.and Errita PococV* '«rfi^)' While we t^efine our 
chronoiogy, it is poffible that Aie lUiierate prophtt wts ignoniiit of bia 
pwa %g^< 

twelve 
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twelve ounces of gc4daml twefity camels, which 
was fuppHcd by the liberality of his uncle (67). 
By this alliance, the fon of Abdallah was reflored 
to the ftatibn of his anceftors ; and the judicious 
matron was content with his domeftic virtues, 
till, in the fonieth year of his age (68), he af- 
fumed the title of a prophet, and proclaimed the 
religion of the Koran. 

According to the tradition of his companions, Q«»Hfict. 
Mahomet (69) was diftinguiflicd by the beauty J^'^^^''* 
of his perfon, an outward gift which is feldom 
defpifed, except by thofe to whom it has been 
refufed. Before he fpokc, the orator engaged v^ 

on his fide the afFedioris of a public or private^ 

audience* They applauded his commanding 
prcfcnce, his majeftic afpedt, his piercing eye, 
his gracious fmtle, his flowing beard, his coun- 
tenance that painted every fenr^ttion of the (bul, 
and his geftures chat enforced each expreffion of 
the tongue. In the fainiliar offices of life be 
fcrupuloufly adhered to the grave and ceremoni- 
ous politenefs of his country : his refpeftful at- 
tention to the rich and powerful was dignified by 
his condeic^nfion and affability to the pooreft ct- 
tizeas of Mecca : the franknefe of his n^anner 

(IS7}. I copy the hanoortble teftiiapvj «f Abo Taleb to hit hmWy aod 
nepheyr. Laos Deo, qui nos a ftirpe Abrahami el femine Ifmaeiin con* 
(litait, et oobit regionem facram dedit^ et dos judices homioibas ftatuit. 
Porro Mohanimed SKos AbdoHahi oepokia tntl (neper mem J qno cure ex 
Aequo librabitvr e Koraifliidis qaiipiani coi non prseponderaturas eft, b»* 
nitatc et excelteDtid» et iDtelledu ec gloria et acnmine etfi opnm ioops 
foeNt (et'certe opc« umbra traofieoa Cunt et depofitum quod reddi debet), 
defiderio Chadijc filic Chowailedi teoctur, et iUa viciffim ipfiai", qatc 
quid aotem dotia vice petieritia, ego ia mefufcipiam (Pocock, Specimen* 
e feptima parte libri Ebn Hamduni). 

(68) The private life of Mahomet, from Hit b\rtki to his roiffion, ia 
preferved by Almlfeda (in Vit. c. 3— 7.)»- *^^ **>« Arabian writer* of 
genoiae -or apocryphal note, wlioarr attedg«d by Hottinger (Hid. Orient, 
p^ aQ4-»a.i I.), M«i«cci (torn. i. p* 10-^14 ]i and Gagnier (Vie de Ma- 
bofBet, tom.i. p. 97— 134)- 

(d^) Abulfeda» in Vit. c. Izv, ixvi. Gagnien*, Vie de Mahomet, torn. 
lit. p. x;!—- ftS^ ; the beft tradritioos of the perfon and codverfation 
«f the pvopket are derived from Aye(ha, Ali and Aba Horaira (Gagnier, 
tctfi. ii'p< ft67« Ockley^ Hi(t or tli« Saracens, vol. ii. p. »49')« t'ar- 
oamed the father of a cat, wh^ died ia tbe year- $91 of the Hegira. 

concealed 
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concealed the artifice of his views ; and the 
habits of courtefy were imputed to perfonai 
^friendftiip or univerfal benevolence. His me- 
mory was capacious and retentive, his wit eafy 
and focial, his imagination fublime, his judg- 
ment clear, rapid, and decifive. He poilefled 
the courage both of thought and adion ; and, 
although his de(igns might gradually expand with 
his fuccefs, the firft idea which he enter- 
tained of his divine million bears the (lamp of 
i an original and fuperior genius. The fon of 
Abdallah was educated in the bofom of the 
nobleft race, in the ufe of the pured dialed 
of Arabia ; and the fluency of his fpeech 
was correftcd and enhanced by the pradicc 
of difcreet and feafonable filence. With thefe 
powers of eloquence, Mahonfet was an illite- 
rate Barbarian : his youth had never been in- 
ftruded in the arts of reading and writing (70}; 
the common ignorance exempted hind from 
(hame and reproach, but he was reduced to a 
narrow circle of exigence, and deprived of thofc 
faithful mirrors, which refiedt to our mind the 
minds of fages and heroes. Yet the book of 
nature and of man was open to his view ; and 
fome fancy has been indulged in the political 
and philofophical obferyations which are afcribed 

(70) Tbofe who believe that Mahomet coold retd or write, tre io« 
ctpabie of reading what it wriueo, ^ith another pen, in the Sorat«, or 
chapter* of the Koran yii* xxix. xcvt. Thefe texts, and the tradicioo 
of the Sonna, are admitted, wit h'>ut doubt, by Abalfeda (in Vit. c. vii.) 
Gignier (Not ad Aboifed. ^. i$.), Pocock (Specimen, p. 151.), Reitod 
(deReligione Mnhammedica, p. 136. }> *Qd S^le (Prelimbary Difconrfe, 
p. 41.)* Mr. While, almoft alone, denies the ignorance, to accofe the 
irapoftore, of the prophet. Hit arguments are far from fatisfador/' 
Two (hort trading joarntes to the fairs of Syria, were furely not fufficieot 
to infa'e a fcience fo rare among the citizens of Mecca: it was not ia 
the cool deliberate a£^ of a treaty, that Mahomet would have dropc the 
mafk) nor can any conclaGon be drawn from the words of difeafe tod 
^lelirium. The Uttered yooth, before he afpired to the prophetic cba- 
radker, mnft have often exercifed, in private life, the aru of reading tod 
writing \ and hit 6r(l cooverti, of his own family, woold have been the 
firft tudeted and npbraid bis KandaUus hjrpocrify (Wliite^t Sermons, P« 
ftoj, ao4. Notify p. xixvi*^xxxviii.). 

to 
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to the Arabian traveller (71). He compares the 
nations and the religions of the earth ; difcovera 
the weakncfs of the Perfian and Roman monar * 
chiesi beholds, with pity and indignation, the 
degeneracy of the times ; and refolvcs to unite, 
under one God and one king, the invincible 
fpirit and primitive virtues of the Arabs. .Our 
more accurate enquiry will fuggeft, that inftead 
of vifiting the courts, the camps, the temples 
of theEiaift, the two journies of Mahomet into 
Syria were confined to the fairs of Boftra and 
Damafcus : that he was only thirteen years of 
age when he accompanied the caravan of his 
uncle, and that his duty compelled him to re- . 
turn as foon as he had difpofed of the merchan- 
dife of Cadijah. In thefe hafty and fuperficial 
excurfions« the eye of genius might difcern fome 
objeds invifible to his grofTer companions ; fome 
feeds of knowledge might be caft upon a fruit* 
ful foil ; but his ignorance of the Syriac lan- 
guage muft have checked his curiofity ; and I 
cannot perceive, in the life or writings of Ma- 
homet, that his profped was far extended be- 
yond the limits of the Arabian world. From 
every region of that folitary world, the pilgrims 
of Mecca were annually aflembled, by the calls 
of devotion and commerce : in the free con- 
courfe of multitudes, a fimple citizen, in his 
native tongue, might ftudy the political ftate 
and charaSer of the tribes, the theory and 
pradice of the Jews and Chriftians. Some 
ufeful ftrangers might be tempted, or forced, to 
implore the rights of hofpitality j and the ene- 

(71) TheCoontde BoBlainvilliera (Vie dc Mahomed, p. ia«-— 128.) 
leads his Arabian pupil, like the Telemtchua of Feneloo, or the Cyraa 
ofRamfay. Hii;joa<ney to the court of Perfia i< probably a fi€(ion; 
nor can I trace the origin of hio exclamation, *^ Les Grecs font pourunt 
"" des hommes.** The t%^ o Syrian jonruiea a^e exprefled by almoft all 
the Arabian writera, both Mahoroetaos and Chriftiaoa (Gagoier td AbuU 
f«l.p. 10.), 

mies 
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micg of Mahomet have xiatned the Jew, the 
Perfian, and the Syrian monk,, whom they ac- 
cufe of lending their fecret aid to the compoii- 
tion of the Koran (72). ' Converfation enrHAes 
the underftanding, but folitude is the fchool of 
genim ; and the umformity of a work denotes 
the hand of a fingle artift. From his earlieft 
youth, Mahomet was addided to sreUgions con- 
templation : each year, during the month of 
Ramadan, he withdrew from the world, and 
from the arras of Cadijah : in the cave of Hera, 
three miles from Mecca (73), he confuked the 
i^irit of fraud or enthiifiafm, whofe abode is 
Hot in the heavens, but m the mind of the pro- 
phet. The faith which, under the name of 
I/lam^ he preached to Ms family and nation, is 
compounded of an eternal truth, and a necefiary 
fifldon, That there is only one God, and 
THAT Mahomet is the apostle of God. 
One God. It is the bbaft of the Jewiih apologifts, that 
while die learned nations of antix]:uity were de- 
luded by tbe fables of polytheilhi, their fimple 
anceftors of Psdefldsie preferved the knowledge 
and: wor-flttip of the truejGodi The moral at- 
tributes of Jehovah may not eafily be recontriled 
with the ftandard of human virtue i his meta-- 
phyfical tjoalities are darkly exprefled ; but 
each page of the Pentateuch and the Prophets is 
an evidence of his "power: die unity of his 
name is infcribed on the firft table of the law 'y 
and his fanftuary was never defiled by any vifible 

(72.) I tm not at loifore to purfue the fftblel or coiije£Uireft which 
oame ibe Grangers accafed or fufpefVed by the infidels of Mecca (Koran, 
c. 1 5. p. 213. c. 3$. p. 297. with Sale's Remarks. Prideaux*s Life of 
M«homet« p. 217—17. Gagnier, Not. ad Abulfed. p. ii. 74. Maracci, 
torn. ii. p 400n). £ven Prideaux has observed, that the tranfa^licko muft 
* have been fecret, and that the fcene lay in the heart of Arabia. 

(73) Abulfeda in Vit. c. 7. p. 1$, Gagoter, torn i. p. 133. 13$. The 
fiiuatioQ of moant Hera is remarked by Abuifeda (Geograph. Arab. p. 
4'). Yet Mahomet bad sever read cf the cave of Egeria, ubi ooAorna 
Nama contiituebat amice, of the Idsan mounty where Mioos c^averfed 
w4tbJove, &c. 

eifence 
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^eflence. After the, niin of the temple, the^h^ 
of the Hebrew exiles was purified, fixed, and 
enlightened, by the fpiritual devotion of the fy- 
nagogue; and the authority of Mahomet will 
not juilify his perpetual reproach, that the Jews 
of Mecta or Medina adored Ezra as the ion of 
God (74). But the children of Ifrael had 
ceafed to be a people ; and the religions of the 
world were guilty, at leaft in the eyes of ther 
prophet, of giving fons, or daughters, or com- 
panions, to the fupreme God. . In the rude 
idolatry of the Arabs, the crime is maaifeft and 
audacious : the Sabians are poorly excufed by 
the pre-eminence of the firft planet^ or intelli- 
gence, in their ccelefti^l hierarchy ; and in the 
Magian fyftem the conflict of the two principles, 
betravs the imperfeftion of the conqueror* The. 
Chriftians of the feveRth century had infenfibly 
relapfed into a^ femblance of paganifm : their 
puUic and private vows were addrefied to the 
relics and images that difgraced the temples of 
the;.£afl: the throne of the Almighty was dark'^ 
ened by a cloud of martyrs, and faints, and 
angels, the objeds of popular veneration jr 
and the CoUyridian heretics, who flour^fhed in 
the fruitful foil of Arabia, invefted the Virgin, 
Mary with thenameandhonoursofa godd^{s(75.)«. 
The myfteries of the Trinity aAd Incarnation 
appear to cpntradift the princ^le of the divine 
unity. In their obvious fonfe^ they i^trp^uce^ 
three equal deities, and ^ranffor» the maa* 



(74) Korftn, c. 9. p. 1^3. Al B<rtdtwi» and the other o^mmeDtttOFs^ 
footed by Stie, tdhere to ike charge ; but t do not' undQrdtnd thft N! it' 
coloured by the moft obTcure or abford tradiiibn of chfe Tatmodilft: 
.^75) Holtioger, Hift. Qriest p. a2$— 2x8. Tl^e CoUyridiaa, licrtl)* 
fffiras carried from Thr«cc to Arabia by fome women, and t^iJe/naAi^ 
l(w borrowed from ibe jteXXvpif, or cake, which thi'y offcVed* 'to the 
goikkfa. ThU example, that of Beryllos bifhop tJi B^flra1[E0ftb. liMV/' 
Ecdef. 1. vi. c. 35.)* tad feveral others, may excoXtc the repronch, Ai4*« 
bia bcreic«a ^^v%x, « ' ' ^ 

Vow IX. . <^ . Jef4s» 
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jfeAis into Af flibfttilcc of thefiba «f God<7«)i 

' ain orthodox ^omnieftlary «iU fatisfy only ^ 

beliering mind i iniMiperpte dufidfity ai^ 0Mi 

had torn the vet! of the fM&uary ; an4 «BK:b <k 

the Oriental fd^ls ^a| ^ager tp cson&ft^ that »U^ 
except themfd?es^ de£erireid tha nq>roa€h ^ 
idolatry and polytheifm. The creed of M^liomet 
h free from fufpicion or ^nnbigBity; and the 
Koran k a glorkMis leftimofiy to the unity of 
God. The prophet 0S Mecca rejected the wof- 
ftip of idols and men, of ftars and piaueta^ oa 
the rational principle thatwhaterer rtfes mad 
fet, that whatever is bom muft die, that what* 
ever is corruptible muft decay and perilh (77). 
In the Anthdr of the univerfe, his rational en* 
ifcufiafm confefii^d and adored an iiifinite aad 
Mernal being, without form or place, witham 
ffine or fimilittide^ ptefiehi to oiir moil fecret 
thoughts, cadftiflg by the neceflity of his pwm 
mature, and deriving front him&^f aU moml 
and iatelled:ual perf^^lion. Thefe fublime 
truths, thus annotine^d in the language of 
the prophet (7«), at^ ^fifiiiily held by hi* dif- 
ciples, and dehtke^ ^ith metaphyficat pre- 
eifion by the interpreters of the Koran. A 
philofpp^ie theift mi^ (bbiferibe the popular 
creed of .the Mahometaais (^9) i a creed too 

'' ■ fttblime 

(74) The three goi^ in th^ K6ran, (c. 4. p 81. c. $. p. gt.) tre cb- 
mojif 4irt&td cgainft otV Catttolic myftfcry ; bat tbc A#aUc conmn^ 
titor» «nd(rftfnd tbeip of tfif Fa^ber^ the SpA» a»(l the Virgin Maryy 
«abcretkal Trinity, mainuined, as it is fald, by fonie Barbarians at the 
€OOBcil of Nice (Eutycb. Anoal. torn. i. p. 440.). But the exifleace of 
the AUrianittt it denied by the candid Be^nrobre (Hid. du Manicheiime^ 
toin.,i. p. S3^«)> *A<I b^ derives the mift^ke from the word Houahy the 
IJIpb O^Dfty which jn.fpme priental tongues. U^f »hc femmine gender, 
•nd IS 6gara.tl«eVy^'ftyI«d the cnuther of Chrid ii^ the gofpel of the Ka« 

I97) This tr«io pf thooght is phibibphiciity exemplified in the charte* 
<erpf Abrfbana, iifho ^ppof^d lo Chaldaea the Ar(l tutrodudioa of idol«. 
«try t^"^« ^'^ ?• '^^* ^'HerbeWt, BIbliot. Ori^ht. r. 13 ). 
. (78) See the Koran, particulaHv the fecond |p. 30.}, the 6fty-feveftth 
^p. 437.), theiifty'eiKhth(p. 441.) chapter, wnich proeiaim the aiBiif* 
^(ence of the Creator. 

f79) The moft oriiiodox creedi are traaflatod by Pocoek (Sptcimeo* 
9. %74. 28.;~29a.), Ocktey (Hlft. of the Saracens, vol. ii. p. Ixxxii — 

xcv.). 
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fuUime perhaps for 0ur prefent faculties. What 
ohje^l remains fpr the fancy, or 9veo the under« 
ftanding, when we have abftra^ed from the \a* 
kaown fubftaiKe all ideas of time and fpace^ of 
motion and matter, of f(^fation a*d r<ftedion I 
The fuft principle of reafon and revelttion wal 
confirmed by the voice of Mahomet : his profe* 
lytes, from India to Morocco, axe diftingtiiihed 
by the name of Unitarians ; and th^ dangtir of 
idolatry has been prevented by the inter&Qiion 
of images. The dodrine of eternal decrees, and 
abfolate predeftination is (tri6Uy embraced by the 
Mahometans; and they ftruggle with the eonv 
mon difficulties, hmf tq reconcile th^ prefcknce, 
of God with the freedom and refponfibiliiy of 
man; bow to explain the permifiion of evil 
under the reign of infinite pow^ tmA infinite 
goodnefs. .. 

llie God of nature has written his eijciftence M«hoinc% 
on all his works, and his Uw in the hcgtft of of^c^djod 
man. To rcftore the knowlec^e of the one [J^ ^*^.**^ 
and the pradice of the other, has b^en tJie re^l phetT 
or pretended aim of the prophets of evefy age : 
the liberality of Mahomet allowed to his prede- 
ceflCors the lame credit which he claimed £p^r him- 
felf; and the chain of infpiration wi^s |>r<^lQng- 
ed from the fall of Adam to the pronjiulgation 
of the Koran (^o)« During that period, ^me 
rays of prophetic light had been in)|)ai*ted to 
one hundred and twenty-four thou(aad of the 
eleft, difcriminated by their refpeftive meafure 
of virtoeand grace; three hundred and thir- 

zcv.)« ReUo4 (de RclIfioD. Mobfm. Lip. 7*-i3.)i»«Bd Chardin fV^y- 
ages en Ptftfe, torn, iv p. 4 — 2^ \ TKe great trmfai» that God '•» with- 
QUi fimilitude, is foolilhly cri^icU'ed bj Maracci (Alcoran, lom i. part 
ill. p. 87 — 94 )? becanfe he made roan afHr his owq imagek 

(80) Reland, de Relig. Moharo. 1. i. p. 17 — 47. 5iafe's PieUmiiiaiy 
Difcourfe, p. 73— 76. Vajrages de Chaidin., torn. iy. f 318^-17. and 
37.^^7. for the Periion addtti«in, <^ Ali it the vic^r of Cod !'* Vet tlie 
prectfe number af propbctaia pot an article of faitb. 

0^2 teen 
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leen apoftles were fent with a fpecial conim^ 
lion to recal their country from idohtry and 
vice ; one hundred and four volumes have l>6en 
liiftated by the holy fpirit ; and fix legiflators bf 
tranfcendttit brightnefs have announced to man- 
kind the fix fucceflive revelations of various ritesi^ 
but of one immutable religion. The authority 
and ftation of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Mofes» 
Chrift, and Mahomet, tife in jufl gradation 
above each other; b«t whofoever hates or re- 
}e£U any one of the prophets, is numbered with 
the infidels. The writings of the patriarchs 
were extant onlv in the apocryphal copies of the 
Greeks and Syrians (81): the conduS of Adam 
had not entitled him to the gratitude or refpe& 
Wet. of his children; the fevcn precepts of Npzh 
were obferved by an inferior and imperfeft clafs 
of the profelytes of the fynagogue (812)} and 
the memoVy of Abraham was obfcurely revered 
by the Sabians in his native land of Chaldsea*: 
of the myriads of prophets, Mofes and Chrift 
aloiie livfed and reigned ; and the remnant of 
the infpired writings was comprifed in the books 
of the Old and the New Teftament. The mi- 
raculous ftory -of Mofes is confecrated fjxd cm- 
bellifiied in the Koran (83); and the captive 
Jews enjoy the fecret revenge of impofing their 
own belief on <he nations wbofe recent creeds 
they deride. For the author of Chriftianity, 
the Mahometans are taught by the prophet to 

(81) For tbe tpociTpbal hooks of Adam, fee Fabrieitit, Codex Pfrti^ 
depigraphui v. T. p. 17 — 19; of Scth, p. 154 — 157. 1 of Enoch, p. 
J ((0—119. But the book of Enoch is confecrat^,, in fome metfore^ 
bj the qootstton of the apoftie St. Jode; and a Jotfg legendary frag- 
ment is aMedged bjr Syncellus and Sctlifer. " '^ ' 

(8i) The fcven precepts of Noah arc evplaiocd hy Marihatn '(C«aor^. 
Ckrosiciis, p. i$4— i8o.)> who adopt*, ob this occafioc, the karoing 
and crednlity of Selden. % 

(83) The articles of jfJawj Naah^ AlrMh^m^ M^ftt^ 8rc. in the 
Btbliotheqae of d^Hcrbcfot, are gaily bedecked with the fancifvl legends 
of the Mahometans, who have built 00 the f;^ound-work of Scrtpcsre 
ssd the Talmud. 

entertain 
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iHitertam an high and myfterious reverence (84). 
^^ Verily, Chrift Jefus, the fon of Mary, is the jcfu*. 
^S apoftle of God, and his word, which he con« 
^' veyed unto Maty^ and a Spirit proceeding 
^* from him : honourable in this world, and in 
^^ Ac wt)rld to come ; and one of thofe whcf 
** approach near to the jprefence of God (85).** 
The wonders of the getiuine and apocryphal 
gdfpels (86) are profufely heaped c^n his head; 
and the Latin church has not difdained to bor- 
row from the Koran this immaculate conception 
{87) ©f his virgin mother. Yel Jcfus was a mere 
mortal ; and, at the day of judgment, bis tefti* 
mony will ferve to condemn both the Jews^ 
who rejed him as a prophet, and the Ghriftians^ 
who adore him as the %on of God. The ma^ 
lice of his enemies afperfed his reputation, and 
confpired againft his life; but their intention 
only was guilty^ a phantom or a criminal was 
fubftituted on the crofs, and the innocent faint 
was tranilated to the feventh heaven (88). Bur- 

(84)feoran, c 7. p. ii9, &c. c. 10. pa 175, &c. . D^HcrbcloC, p. 
647, &c. 
(8§) Kortn, c. 3. p. 40. c. 4. p. 80. t>*Hbrbciot; {>. 399, 8cc 
(S6) Sec the gof|)el of St. Thomu, or of the UkftDsjj 10 the Codek . 
Apocrypbos N. T. of Fabricius, wbo collet the variont teflimonies 
cooceraingit (p. nS^t$8.). It wti pnbliflied la Greek by Cotelier^ 
itnd in Arabic by Sike, who thioiuoar prefeot copy more recent thaa 
Mahomet. Yet his quotatioot agree with the orig'Aal about the Ipeech 
of Chrift io hiscfadle, his liviog bird* of clay, Stc fSiJtgy c, i. p. i68> 
169. c. 34s. p 198^ 199. c. 46* p. 2o6. CouitTy Q. «.pk 160, 161.). 

(87) It it tfa^kly hinted in the Koran (c 3. p. 30.)^ and xnore clearly 
txplaikied by the tradition of the Sonattet (Sale^ Note, and Mtracci, 
torn. ii. p. iia.) lothexiitb ccotury, the iiDfnwgii«£e conception wai 
condemnbd by St. Bernard nn a prefaniptii<Hi* xunvetty (Pra Paolo, K^drk 
del Concilio di Trento, K ii*)- 

(88) See the Koran, 5. 3 ^- 53- wd c. 4, v. rjtf. of MtraccTV editi* 
on., Detts tft prcftantiifimm dolofe agenti&ia (an odd priife) .... nee 
crucifixerost euro, ft^i objeita ett eit finr.ilitudo: an exprefiioA that piay 
fuit with, the fylUm of the Docetes ; but the commeotAtfCa beJlcve 
(Maracci, torn, il p: b^r-ns. 173- Sale, p. 4X. 43. 79-)^ that vtc^ 
ther man, a friend or aa enemy, was crticilied in the likeiiefs of Jefos; 
a fable which ihcy i^ad read in the gofpel of St teatbas, and which 
had been fl^rled at early as the tiq)^ of lieaieus, by fome £bionite he* 
Hetics {Beani(^bre, Hift. du^M^aichcilmey toia. if. p* 15. Moiheina <^ 
Reb. Chiift. p. 553-)., 

iflg 
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iiig fix hundred yean die gospel inras the wzf of 
truth and falvatioo ; but the Cbriftians iofen- 
fibly forgot both the laws and tbe exacD^le of 
their founder.; and Mahomet was inftruded by 
tile G&qftics to accufe tbe church, as well as 
the fynagcgue, of corrupting the integrity of 
the facred text (89). The piety of Mofes and 
of thrift rejoiced in the aflurance of a future 
prophet, more illuftrious than themfeives : the 
evangelic promife of the Paracktej or Ho^Iy 
Ghoil^ was prefigured in the name, and accom-^ 
plMbed in die pcrfon, of Mahomet (90), the 
grea^eft and the Laft of the apoftles of God. 
< The Koran. ^Thc comwunication of ideas requires a fimi* 
Utt»le of tbougbt and language : the difcoiiirfe 
of. a philofofdier would vibrate without effeft on 
^i^. eaor of a peafant ; yet how minute is the dif« 
twee of /ibf IT undeirftftndings, if it be compare 
ed widl the coma& of an infinite and a finite 
mind, with the word of God exprcffed by the 
tongue <)f the pen of a mortal ? The infyiratiDn of 
the Hebrew prophets, of the apoftles and evan* 
goKfts of Ghrift, might not be incompatible 
with the exercife of their reafon and memory ; 
and the diverfity of their genius is flrongly 
KOarked in the ftyle and compofition of the 
booka of the Old and New Teftament. But 
Mahomet was content with a chara£ber, more 
huml)hEJj^ yet. morefublime, of a fimple editor: 

(8y)TlMt charge is obfcorely vrged in the Koran (c. 3. p. 45.): hut 
neither Mahomet, oorhts MIowers, ar9 fufficiently verfeij io Ungua§6| 
and criticifm to give any weight or colour to their fofpicioas. Yet the 
Arians aorf Neftortana could- relate Tome (lories, and the illiterate pro- 
phet might Kiften to the bold afTertioot of the Mintchmns. See Beau- 
fobre, lem. i. p. 491—305. 

(^) Among the prophecies of theOtd and New Teftament, which 
are perverted by the- fraud or ignorance of the Muftilmans, tbej^ apply to 
the prophet- the promife of the PufaeUte^ or Comforter, which had 
been already ufurped by the Momanifts and Manichseans (Beaufobre* 
Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, torn. i. p. £(3,* &c.)^ and the eaiy 
change of 'letters, wt^m^vn^ for vapAxRurec, affbolk the rtymology of 
the name of Mohammed XMartcci, torn. i. part i. p» i{-*48'.}. 

the 
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Aefubftance ^f tbe Kdran (91), according to 
hinifelf bt lii& dMitif>Ie8, U uncreated smd cler- 
ic i fabfiAmg ki tile dTi^nee of the Deity, and 
kferi^d vA&i a pen of light on the table of his 
^v^iftfting decrees. A paper cqsy in a volume 
df 4% and gettiSy was brought down to the 
fen^eft heaven by the angel Gabriel) who, under 
tlie Jewiih o^conamy, had indeed been difpatch- 
eti on th« mofl important errands f and this 
trofty irieffenger fuccd&vely revealed the chap- 
ter^ and verfes to the Af aibian prophet, iaftead • 
ot a perpetual and per&d tHeafure of tlie di* 
vine wiil^ the fragments of the Koran were pro- 
duced at the difcretion of Mahomet ; each re* 
v^ktion i^ fmted to the emergencies of his poli- 
cy or pd^ion ; and ^U ^ont^adidiion is removed 
b;^ ftefaving ittPMitti^ that any text of fcripture 
is il^gftted or modified by any fubfeqaent 
pafiagd. The word of God^ and of the apof* 
ti^j was diligently recorded by his difciples on 
palm-lekv^s and the (houldtr bones of mutton } « 
^nd th^ p^ges, without Order or connection, 
were eafi into a domeftic cfieft iti the cuftody of 
one ^f his wives. Two years after the death 
of Mahomet, the facred votume was colte'^Sed 
and publi(hed by his friend and iuCC^iTar Abif- 
beker : • the work was revifed by the c^iph 
Othman, in the thirtieth year of the Hegi* 
ra ; and the various editions of the Koran af« 
fert the fame miraculous privilege of an uni- 
form and incorruptible text. In the fpirit 
of entfauiiafm or vanity, the prophet refts thft 
truth of his miffion on the merit of his book,' 
audacioufly challenges both men and angels to 
imitate the beauties of a fingle page, and pro- 
fumes to aifert that God alone could di&ate this 

(91) For the Koraa, fee d'Herbelot, p. 8^—88. Mtrtcci, torn. i. in 
Vit. Moh«caracd« p. Jt— 4S(« Sale, Prcluttaaix. DifCoarfcf, p. s<^— 76. 

incom- 
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incomparable performance (92). This argu- 
ment is mod powerfully addrefled to a devout 
Arabian, whofe mind is attuned to faith and 
rapture, whofe ear is delighted by the mufic of 
founds, 'and whofe ignorance is incapable of 
comparing the produfkions of human genius (93). 
The harmony and copioufnefs of ftyle will not 
reach in a verfion, the Kuropea» infidel : he 

.will perufe with impatience the endlefs incohe- 
rent rhapfody of fable, and precept, and decla- 
mation, which fekiom excites a fentiment or an 

• idea, which fometimes crawls in theduft, and is 
fometimes loft in the clouds. The divine attri- 
butes exalt the fancy of the Arabian mifiionary } 
but his loftieft ftrains muft yield to the fublimc 
fimplicity of the book of Job, compofed in a 
remote age, in the fame language (94)* If the 

:comppfition of the Koran exceed the faculties 
of a man, to what fuperior intelligence (hould 

.we afcribe the Iliad of Homer or the Philippics 
of Demofthenes ? Inr all religidns, the life of 
the founder fupplies the filence of his written 

^revelation: the fayings of Mahomet were fo 
n>any leiTons of truth ; his a&ions fo many ex- 
amples of virtue; and the public and private 
memorials were preferved by his wives and com- 
panions. At the end of two hundred years, the 
Sonna or oral law was fixed and confecrated by 

(92) Koran, c. 17. ▼. 89. la Sale, p. 2359 13d. lo Maracci, p. 
410. 

(93) Yet a (t€t of Arabiftns was pcrfuaded, that it might be equalled 
cirfurpal&d b/ an hitman pc» (Pocock, Specimen, p. in, &c.) ; and 
Maracci (the polemic it too hitd f» the tranflator) derides the rhyming 
s0e£^ation of ihe mcil applau<kd p«<&ge (torn. i. part ii. p. 69—75.)* 

(94} Coiloquia (whether real oafibolout) in media Arabia atque ab 
Arabibus habita (Lowih, de ?oe& HebrcurHni Prdea. xxxii, xxx'tii, 
xxx'iv with his Cermsa editor Micbaelit, £pimetroo iv ), Yet Mi* 
chaells (p. 671—673.) has dete^ed maoy Egyptian images, the elephant' 
iaiis, papyrus. Nile, crucodtie, &€. The language ta ambig«oufly (tyied, 
ArmhiceMebraa, The /efrmbUnce of the After diaieftH was much more 
viiU>le in iheir childhood than io their auture age (Michaelis p. 682. 
Cchultcns, io Prsfat Job). 

the 
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the labouts of Al Bochar!, who difcriminated 
feven thoufand two hundred and feventy-five 
genuine traditions^ from a mafs of three hundred 
thoufand reports, of a more doubtful or fpuri- 
ous character. Each day the pious author prayed 
in the temple of Mecca, and performed his ab* 
lutions with the water of Zemzem ; the pages 
were fucceffively depofited on the pulpit^ and 
the fepulchre of the apoftle i and the work has 
been approved by the four orthodox k&s of the 
Sonnites (95)* 

The miffion of the ancient prophets, of Mofes Miritiet* 
and of Jefus, had been confirmed by many 
fpiendid prodigies;, and Mahomet was repeat- 
^y urgeid, by the inhabitants of' Mecca and 
Medina, to produce a fimilar evidence of his 
divine legation ; to call down from heaven the 
angel or the volume of his revelation, to create 
a garden in the defert, or to kindle a conflagra- 
tion in the unbelieving city. As often as he is 
preiTed by the demands of the Koreiih, he in- 
volves iiitnfelf in the obfcure bdaft of viiion and 
prophefy, appeals to the internal proofs of his 
doctrine, and fhields himfelf behind the provi* 
deuce of God, who refufes thofe figns and . 
wonders that would depreciate the merit of faith 
and aggravate the guilt of infidelity. But the 
modeit or angry tone of his apologies betrays 
his weaknefs and vexation; and thefe paflages 
of fcandal eftablifli, beyond fufpicion, the inte- 
grity of the Koran (96). The Votaries of Ma- 
hornet are more aiTitred than himfelf of his mi- 
raculous gifts, and their confidence and credu- 
lity encreafe as they are farther removed from 

(9^y Al Bocharidied A. H. 914. Sec d*HerbeIoe, p. «o8. 416. 817. 
Gagnier, Not. td Abolfed. c. 19. p. 33. 

{^6) See more remtrktbly, Koran, c. 1. ^. it. 13 17. Pridettii: 
(Life of Mahomet, p. 18, 19.} has coofonbdcd the impoflor. Maracci, 
with a more learned apparatui, has Oiewn that the paflage« which dtay 
hts miracles are clear and fKiiitive ( Alcoran^ torn* i. part ii- p. 7—1 2.)* 
tnd thofe which feem to aflert them, are ambiguous and iofufficient (p., 
li— za.)- ' 

the 
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the time and place of hil fpiritutl 03(ploits. 
They believe or affirm that, trees wexit ibrth t<t 
meet him ; that he was faluted by ftones ; that 
water gufhed from his fingers ^ that he fed the 
hungry, cured the fick, and raifed the dcsd j 
that a beam groaned to bira ; that a camel com- 
plained to him ; that a fhoulder of mutton in** 
formed him of it^ being poifoned ; and that 
both animate and inanimate nature were equally 
fubjeft to the apoille of God(97)w His dream 
of a nofturnal journey is ferioufly defcribed as a 
real and corporeal tranfaftion. A myflerious ani- 
mal^ the Borak, conveyed him from the temple 
of' Mecca to that of Jerufaksm : with his com- 
panion Gabriel^ he fuccef&vely afeended tha 
ieren heavens, and received and repaid the falu- 
tadons of the patriarchs, the prophets^ and th« 
angels, in their refpe£iive raaniions. Beyond the 
ierentb heaven,. Mahomet alone was permitted 
to proceed ^ he paffed the veil of unity^ ap^ 
pmacfaed within two bow-^fiiots of the throne, 
and felt a cold that pierced him to the heart, 
when his fhoulder was touched by the ha^d of 
Cods After this familiar though important 
coiwerfation, he again defccnded in Jeni&lem, 
remounted the Borak, returned to Mecca, and 
performed in the tenth part of a night the jpur-^ 
ney of many thouiand years (98). According 
to another legend, the apoille confounded in a 

(97) See t* e Specim^ Hi(t. Arabum, the text ot Abulpharagiat^ p. 
17. «he note? of Pocock, p. i«7— 1<)0. 0*Herbelflit Bibliochdiqiie OHeo* 
tale, p 7^» 77- Voyagcb de Chardiil, torn, iv p. 100—103. MaiaccI 
(Alcoran, lOm. i. p. ^^ — 64 ) has mod laborio^idy collc^ed tnd confut- 
<rd the miraclrs and propbecier of Mahomet, ^bkh, acooitling toi'ootf 
writers amount to three th«uiVtad. 

(98) The nt'£>urnal journey is c^^cd^nftam^Jltly rtlatBd by Abtfl^Ht (in 
Vii. Mohammed, c. 19. p 33 ), who wiihes toKhnk it a vifion j by Pri- 
dcaax (p. 31 — 40 }i» v^ho af^ravates the abfurdaies ^ and by Gtgnier 
(torn. i. p. i$i— 343 ), vrho declares, trom the zealoua Al Janaabi, ibafr 
Co deny thisjoarney, is to diCbelievc the K.oran. Yet tl^e Horao, with- 
out oamiog either heaven, or Jerufalem, or Mecca, hat only dropt • 
mynerioMhint: Laus i4ii qui traaftulit fervum faum ab oratorio Harem 
ad orntoriumreroottiTimiitn (Koran, c. 17. v. i„ in Maracci, tom. ii. p. 
407. y for Sale*B verfioo ia more liceaiioutt). A. fleodcr baiia for the 
a«ritl llr«6tttre of tradition. 

national 
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nation&l affembly the malicious challenge of the 
Koreiih. His refiftlefs word fplit afunder the 
orb of the moon : the obedient planet (looped 
from her ftation in the (ky, ac'complifhed the 
feven revolutions round the Caaba, faiuted Ma- 
homet in the Arabian tongue, and fuddenly 
4:ontra£li2ig her dlmeniions, entered at the coU 
lar, and iflued forth through the fleeve, of his 
fliirt ^99). The vulgar are amufed with thefe 
maryellous tales ; but the graved of the Muful- 
man dodors imitate the modefty of their mafter, 
and indulge a latitude of faith or interpreta- 
tion (100). They might fpecioufly alledge, that 
in preaching the religion, it was needlefs to vi- 
olate the harmony, of nature ; that a creed un- 
clouded with myftery may be excufed from mi- 
racles; and that the fword of Mahomet was not 
lefs patent than the rod of Mofes. 

The polytheift is oppreffed and diftraftcd byf;««P^«<*f 
the variety of fuperftuion : a thoufand rites of pr«ycr, fad- 
Egyptian origin were interwoven with the ef- *"«» ■'"*'• 
fence of the Mofaic law ; and the fpirit of the 
gofpel had evaporated in the pageantry of the 
church. Hie prophet of Mecca was tempted 
by prqudice, or policy, or patriotifm, to fanc- 
tify the rites of the Arabians, and the cuftom 
of viiiting the holy ilone of the Caaba. But 

(99) la the prophetic fljrie, wkick s(e« the prcCttnt or pift for the fo- 
turcy Mahomet had (kid: App opip.)UAvrt hora et fciffa tH luoa (Koran, 
c. 54 V. I. in Mftrftcci, torn. ii. p. 6%% ). This figure of rhetoric haa 
beeia coovetted into a h&^ which is faid to he aueiled by the moft ref- 
pe^ahle eye-witneirr> (Mar;icci« torn ii. p. 690.]. The fellival is l^iil 
celebrated by the. Perfians (Chardin, icm. iv. p. 19 f) \ and the legend i» 
lediottfly ^un out by Gagnier (Vie de Mahonnet, tom. t. p. 1B3— >i34-) 
QO the faith, as it (houM feetn^^of the creduloaa K\ Jannabi. Yet a 
Mahonetando^or ha» arraigned the credit of the principal witnefs (apud 
Poceck, Specilben, p. ifiy,)'^ the bell interpreters are content with the 
finplofenre of the Kqran (Al Reidawi, apud Holtingef, Hift. Client. 
1. ii. p. $o%,) > and the fiiencc of Abalfeda is worthy of' ft prince and a 
pbiialophcff. 

(ico) Abiftlpharagi«<s in Specimen Hift. Arab. p. 17.; and his fcep- 
ttcirm is j«f|i6c<i in tbeooCtawf Fu*Mcky p. 190—194. from the pareft 
tQthuEities* 

the 
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the precepts of Mahomet himfelf inculcate 21 
tiiore fimplc and rational piety : prayer, faft^ 
kig, and altioift^ are the Ireligious duties of a 
MufiUman ; and he is encouraged to hope, that 
prayer will carry him haUway to God, failing 
will b^ing him to the door of his palace, and 
alms will gain him admittance (roi). I. Ac- 
cording to the tradition of the nocturnal journey ^ 
the apoftle in his perfonal conference with the 
Deity, wascdtnmanded to impofe on his difci- 
pies the daily obligation of fifty prayers. By 
the advice of Mofes, he applied for an allevia-* 
tion of this intolerabb burthen; the number 
was gradually reduced la fivej without any 
difpenfation of bufinefs ot pleafure, or time or 
place : the devotion of the faithful is repeated 
at day '•break, at noon^ in the afternoon, in the 
evenings and at the firil watch of the mght ; and^ 
in the prefent decay of religious fervour, our 
travellers are edified by the profound humility 
and attenti<» of the Turks and Perfians. Clean- 
Unefs is the key of prayer : the frequent luftra^ 
tion of the hands, the face, and the body, 
which was pra&ifed of old by the Arabs, is fo> 
kmnly enjoined by the Koran ; and a permif^ 
fion is formally granted to fupply with fand the 
fcarcity of water. The words and attitudes of 
fupplication, as it is performed either fitting, or 
itanding, or proftrate on the ground, are pre^ 
fcribed by cuiloih or authority, but the prayer 
is poured forth in (bort and fervent ejaculati^ 

(loi) The moft tiitbeniic tccooot of tbtfe precepts, pilgrimtge, 
prayer, f<(lifi|fr altns, tnd sMotiont, U vvtraatd from the Perfiao mod 
'^Arabian throtogiaos by Maracci (Prodrom part iv. p. 9—14.). Relaod 
(io hisexcellcac trcttif* de Religiodc Mobammedica, Utrecht, 1717, 
p. €j^^i%y)\ sad Chftfdin (Voyages co Pcrfc, torn. i¥. p. 47— 19$./. 
Mariicci i» partial accufcr; bnc die {ewcUcr, Chdrdin^ had the eyes 
of a philofopher; aAd Rejttd, a jadicioua ftudent, had travelled over 
rhe eaft in his dofct at Vtrecht The xiv^h letter of Toarliefort (Voy- 
age du Levant, torn ir. p. 3i(-*|^» la oaa¥i») dcfcribea What be hM 
Teea of the religloA.of the Tiuka. 

onsi 
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ons; the in«fure of zeal is not exhaufted trf 
a tedious liturgy } and each Mufulmaii» for hui 
pwn perfpn, is invefted with the chara^er of a 
prieft. Amon^ the theifts^ who reject the uA? 
of images, it has been found neceflary to re*, 
ftrain the wanderings of the £ancy, by directing 
the eye and the thought towards a Jkeblar or vi» 
iible point of the horizon, 'the prophet was 
at fint inclined to gratify the jews by the choice 
of Jerufalem ) but he ibon returned to a more 
natural partiality ; and five times every day the 
eyesof^^liationf at Aftracan, at Fez, atDelhi, 
are devoutfy turned to the holy t^ple of Mecca^ 
Tet every fpot for the fervice of God is equally 
pure: the Msdiometans indifferently pray in 
fheir chanib<^i>r in the ftreet. A^ a diftin^ion 
from the Jews and Chriftiaoos, d^e "Friday in each 
week is iet apart for the ufeful inftitudon of 
public woribip : the people is affembled i^ the. 
jnofch and the imam : fome refpe&able elder 
afcends the pulpit^ to begin the prayer and pro- 
nounce ihe fermon. But the Mahometan reli« 
gion is deftitute of priefthood or liicrifice ; and 
' the indq)endfnt ^rit of fanaticifm looks down 
with contempt t)n the n^nifters and the flaves 
of fuperftitioa. U? The vpluntary (loz) pe- 
n^c^of .^he afcetics, the torment and glory of 
their lives, w^ ocUous to a prophet who cenfure^ 
in his companions a rafh vow of abftaining from 
fiefh, and womeUi and fleep; and firmly de-i 
clared, that he would fuffer no monks in his 
religion (103)^ Tet bpinftituted, ip each year, 

(loa) Mahoiitet f5ate*( Kon n, c. 9. p. i$3.) rq>roicli^« tfce^hriAi* 
ans with taking their prierts and monks for their lords, b^fideK'God. 
Vet Maracci (ProKfromus part iii. p. 69, 70 ) cxcmfet tbe^voilhip, cl- 
pedal iy of the pope, and qootes^ from the Koran itfelf, the cafe of 
Eblis, or Satan, who wtt caft fr^ henven for nf^dcg to a^ore Adacn. 

(103) Koran, c. $. p. .914. and Sale** note, wbk(^ rulers to the autho. 
tity of Jallaloddin and A I Betdawi. D^Hcrbelot declares, that Maho- 
met condemned /« v'^ '^f/?'^>^<^ *» and that the j(irft fwarms r>f fakirs^ 
dcrvifcs, &c did not appear till^fierlhe year joa-yf i^-Hegira (Bilv 
Hot. Orient, p. 19«. 718 >. ' 

9. fsift 
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a Btft of thurtj days i and ftrenis«ui]y recom* 
mended tht obfervaoce, as a difc^Une which 
purifies the foul and fubdues the body, a& a £sl^ 
itttary exercife of obedience to the will of God 
and his apofUev During the month of Ramadan^ 
from the rifing to the fetting of the fan, the 
Mufulman abilains from eating, and drinking, 
and women, andbatltt, and perfumes; from all 
nourifhment that can reftore his ftrengtfa, from 
all pleafure that can gratify his fenfei.^ la the 
revcJution of the lunar year, the Ramadan co- 
incides by turns with the winter cold and the 
fummer heat; and the patient martyr, wkbout 
aiTuaging his thiril with a drop of water, moft 
expea the clofe of a tedious and fulta-y day/ 
The interdiftion of wine, peculiar to jfome or- 
ders of prieftsor hermits^ is converted byMaho* 
met aloneinto a pofitive and general law (104) ; 
and a confiderable portion of the globe has ab^ 
jured at his command, the ufe of that falntary, 
though dangerous, liquor, lliefe painful re» 
ftraints are, doubtlcfe, infringed by the libertine 
and eluded by the hypocrite ; but the legiflator, 
by whom they are «na^ed, cannot furely-lae ac- 
cufed of alluring his prcrfelytes by the indulgence 
of their fenfual appetites. III. The charity of 
the Mahometans defcends to the animal creati- 
on; and the Koran repeatedly inculcates, not 
as a merit, but as a ftri£t and.ittdi^enf:d>Ie du- 
ty, the relief of the indigent and unfortunate* 
Mahomet, perhaps,, is the only lawgiver wha 
has defined the prccife meafiere of charity : the 
ftandard may vary with the degree and nature 
of property, as it confifts either in money, in 
corn or cattle, in fruits or mercbandife ; but the 

(lO/i) S«c ihe double rrchlbition (Koran, c. i. p tt. c. 5. p. 94,); 
ih • one in the flyie of a iegiflater, the other in that oi • fantiic. The 
p\/blic and private motives of Mahorret arc inveliigated by Prideam 
(Life of Mahomet, p. 62 — 64)1 and Sale (Pielimioary Difcourfe, p. 
124.). ^ 

Mufulman 
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Mt^olmiflt dots net accompUfli the kv, mtlth 
he bedews a tenth of his reYcnue ; and if his 
confci^fice accufes him of fraud or extortion^ 
the tenth under the idea of reftitudon, is en- 
larged to a jSftA (105)* Benevolence is the 
foundation of juftice, fince we are forbid to 
injure thofe whom we are bound to affift* A 
proi^et may reveal the fiscrets of heaven and 
of futurity ; but in his moral precepts he can 
only repeat the leflfons of oar own hearts* 

The two -articles of belief, and the four prac- Refiirrefti- 
tical duties of lilam, are guarded by rewards'"** 
and punifiiments ; and the faith of the Muful- 
man is devoutly fixed on the event of the judg- 
fRfint and the |aft day. The prophet has not 
prefumed to determine the moment of that aw.- 
ful cataftrophe, though he darkly announces the 
figns, both in heaven and earth, which will 
precede the univerfal diifolution, when life 
&all be deftroyed, and the order of creation 
fliall be confounded in the primitive chaos« At 
the blaft of the trumpet, new worlds will ftart 
into being; angels, genii, and men, will arife 
from the dead, and the human foul will again 
be united* to die body. The doftrine of the 
refurreSion was firft entertained by the Egyp- 
tians (106); and their mummies were embalm- 
ed, their pyramids were conftrudcd, to pre- 
ferve the ancient manfion of the foul, during 

(tog) The jealou fy of Martcci (PrcdroTius* part iv. p. ^3.) prompts 
f)im to enumerate the moie liberal alms of the Cathuiic^ of R(»me. 
Fiftees great hofpitabare open to Tnaay C oafand patients and pi(grim», 
fifteen hundred maidens are annually pnriioncd, fifty fix chtriiy fcbooU 
are foBoded for both fexes, one hundied and twenty confrateroitijs re- 
lieve the wants cf their brethren, &c The benevolence of London i« 
ilill more extenfive; bat f am af aid that much more is to be ai'cnbed 
to the humanity, than to the religion, of the people. 

(106) See Herodotus (I. ii. c: 113 ) and our learned countryman Sir 
John Marfhara (Canon Chronicus, p. 46). The A^nc of the fame 
writer (p. 154—274 ) is an elaborate iketch of the infernal rtgion^, as 
they were painted by the fancy of the Egyptians aiid Creeks, of the 
poets and philofophers of antiquity, 

a period 
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a period of three thoufand years. But the at- 
tempt is partial and unavailing; and it is with a 
more philofdphic fpirit that Mahomet relies on 
the omnipotence of the Creator, whofe word 
can reanimate the breathlefs clay, and colled 
the innumerable atoms, that no longer retain 
their form or fubftance (107). The interme« 
diate ftate of the foul it is hard to decide ; and 
thofe who moil iirmly believe her immaterial 
nature, are at a loft to underftand how (he can 
think or ad without the agency of the organs 
of fenfe. 
Hell tod The re-union of the foul and body will be 
parKiiic. fQijo^^j jjy ^jj^ fi^al judgment of mankind i 
and, in his copy of the Magian pidure, the pro- 
phet has too faithfully reprefeiited the forms of 
proceeding, and ^even the flow and fuccefiive 
operations of an earthly tribunal. By his in- 
tolerant adverfaries he is upbraided for .extendi- 
ing, ey§n to themfelves, the hope of falvation, 
for aflerting the blacked herefy, that every man 
who believes in God, and aocompliflies good 
works, may exped in the lad day a favoura- 
ble fentence. Such rational indifference is ill 
adapted to the cbarader of a fanatic ; nor is 
it probable that a mefTenger from heaven 
ihould depreciate the value and neceflity of 
-his own revelation, la the idiom of the 
Koran ( J 08), the belief of God is infeparable 
from that of Mahomet : the good works are 
thofe which he has en|oined; and flie twQ 
• qualifications imply .the profeflio^ 4>( Jflam, 

(107) The KorttJ (c. i f 159, Sec ; of Stie, p. 31 ; of Marscci, 
p. 97.) relates an in^eniot^ nrHracie, which faiisBed the cnriofity, and 
coa6rmed th-r faith, of Abraham. 

(lo^) The candid Rrland ha«!4«(nooftr«ted, 1 hat Mahomet damns all 
unbelievers (de Religion. Moham. p. ii.&— 141.), that devils will not 
^e finally faved (p. 196-^199 ); tji«t paradife will not feUlj coojR,ftof 
corporeal delights (p. i.St9'— 00,5.)^ 4Ukd that women> (p\ih ai;e unqtipc- 
tal (p. 105 — 109.). 

to 
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to which all nations and all &Gt$ are equally ia^ 
vited. Their fpiritual blindnefs, though ex- 
cufed by ignorance knd crowned with virtue, 
will be fcourged with everlafting torments ; and 
the tears which Mahomet flied over the tomb of his 
mother^ for whom he was forbidden to pray, 
difplay a ftriking contrafl of humanity and.en- 
thufiaim (109). The doom of the infidels is 
common: the meafure of their guilt and pu- 
nilhment is determined by the degree of evi- 
dence which they have reje&ed, by the niagni- 
tude of the errors which they have entertained : 
the eternal manfions of the Chriftians, the Jews, 
the Sabians, the Magians, and the idolators, 
are funk below each other in the abyfs ; and the 
lowed hell is referved.for thefaithlefs hypocrites 
who have affumed the mafk of religion. After 
the greater part of mankind has been condemn- 
ed tor their opinions, the true believers only 
will be judged by their adions. The good and 
evil of each Mufulman will be accurately weigh- 
ed in a real or allegorical balance, and. a fmgu- 
lar mode of compenfation will be allowed for 
the payment of injuries: the aggreflbr will re- 
fund an equivalent of his own good adions, 
for the benefit of the perfon whom he has 
wronged; and if he (hpuld.be deftitute of any 
moral property, the weight of his fins will be 
loaded with an adequate (hare of the demerits of 
the fufferer. According as the ihares of guilt 
or virtue ihall preponderate, the fentence will 
be pronounced, and all, without diilin<£tion, 
will pafs over the fharp and perilous bridge of 
the abyfs; but the innocent, treading in the 

(109) Al Beidawi, %puA Sale, Koran, c. 9. p. 164. The reFufal to 
pray for ah unbelieving kindred, i^ ju(^ified« according to Mahomet, by 
the dn'ty oi' a prophet, and the exannple of Abraham, who reprobated hit 
own father as an enemy of Godt Yet Abraham- (he adda, c. 9. v. 1 1^, 
Maracci, torn, ii p. 317.) fait fane pins, mitis. 

Vol. IX. R footftq>8 
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footftieps of Mahomet, will glorioufly enter the 
gates of paradife, while the guilty will fall into 
the firfl: and mildeft of the feven hells. The 
term of expiation will vary from nine hundred 
to (evin thoufand years; but the prophet has 
judicioufly promifed, that aJl his difciples, what- 
ever may be their fins, fhall be faved, by their 
own faith and his interceflion, from eternal 
damnation. It is not furprifing that fuperftition 
(hould a£t mod powerfully on the fears of her 
. votaries, fince the> human fancy can paint with 
more energy the mifery than the blifs of a future 
life. With the twoTimple elements of darknefs 
and fire, we create a fenfation of .pain, which 
niay be aggravated to an infinite degree by the 
idea of endlefs duration. But the fame idea 
operates 'with an oppofite efle£k on the continuity 
of/ pleafiire ; and too much of our prefent en- 
joyments is obtain^ from the relief or the com- 
pztiQm of evil. • It is natural cnougl^ diat an 
Arabian prophet fbould dwell with rapture on 
the groves, the fountains^, and the rivers, of 
paradife ; but initead of infpiring the blefled in- 
habitants with a. liberal tafte for harmony and 
fcience^ converfation and friendihip, he idly ce^r 
iebrates the pearls and diamonds, the robes of 
filk, palaces of marble, diihes of gold, rich 
wines, artificial dainties, numerous attendants^ 
and ithe whole train of f(^fual and coftly luxury, 
which becomes infipid to the owner, even in 
the fliort period of this mortal life. Seventy- 
two Houris^ or black-eyed girls, of refplendent 
beauty, blooming youth, virgin purity, , and ex- 
quifite fenfibility, will be created for the ufe of 
the meaneft believer ; a moment of pleafure will 
be prolonged to a thoufand years, and his facul- 
ties will be encreafed an hundred fold, to render 
him worthy of his felicity. Notwit^ftahding a 
vulgar prejudice, the gates of heaven will be 

open 
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open to both fexe$ ; hut Mahomet. has not fpe« 
ciiied the male companions of the female eled, 
left hie (hould either darm the jealoufy of their 
former hufbands, or difturb their felicity, by 
the iufpicion of a^ everlafting marriage. This 
image of a cariial paradife has provoked the in- 
dignatiohy perhaps the envy, of the monks : 
tRey declaim againft the impure religion of Maho- 
met ; and his modefl: apologifts are driVeii to 
the poor excufe of figvjres and allegories,' But 
the founder and more confiftent party adher^^ 
without (hame, to the literal interpretation of 
the Koran : ufelefs would be the refurrefltion of 
the body, unjefs it were reftored to the pofleffi- 
on and exercife of its worthiefl fslculties^ and 
the. union of fenfual and intelledual enjoyment ^ 
is requifite to complete. the h^ppinefs of the dou- 
ble animal, the perfeft man/ Yet the joys of 
the Mahometan paradife will not be confined to 
the indulgence of luxury and iappetite : and the 
prophet Sas exprefsly declared, that all meaner 
happinefs will bd forgotten and defpifed by the 
faints and martyrs, who fhall be admitted to the 
beatitude of the divine vifioxi (no)* 

The firft and moft arduous cpnqiiefts of Ma^ M»iiom« 
hornet (ill) were thofe of his wife,- his Servant, fiScJ*** 
R 2 , hi$ A IX 609^ 



(no) For th«day df Jodgtncnc, h^F, )>tradtft, &c. coofali theKorto' 
(c. ft. «. %$' c, $6. 7TI, €«c.) s witli Mir^ccfs vimleut^ but learned, re*' 
fuUCion (io bit notes, mnd in the Prodrombt, ptrt iv. p. 78. laol i.it^ 
Sec.) I d^Herbelet, Bibliotheque Ortcnttle, p. 368. 37 e. Relijnd, p. 
j^j^^^i.) ; tnd Sale (p. 76—103 ). TH'e orfgintlidnt of tb^ 'Mmgi tre 
dfurkly tnddottbifaUy explored by tb^tr apotogjft ' Dn Hyde (HiA. Rt'^ 
ligiooit Perfantm, c. 33< |^ 4bi-->4ia Oxon. tytfo). In tbe article or 
Mahoinet, Bayte ba* fhewn how indHFe^eptly' Vtrit end pbilolbpHy fvpply' 
tbe abfence of genuine iafonnatioD. \ 

( 1 1 1 ^ Before 1 enter en tbe biftory of tbe propbet, it it in^ninbent'ofi' 
me ta produce my> evidence. Tbe^Letta, Freiicb^ and'EaglHh verfion 
of tbe Kofftttf ere preceded by hidorical difcoorfet,' end tbe tbreer tranT*' 
lacors, Mafii<*i(loiin. is p. ib-^ji.),' St vary (torn. 1. p 1—248.), end 
Sale (PictiflttiMvy Diredaffe) p. 33-^$tf.)>' h«l aecnrately ftndied tbe 
laagni^e end dkAtUUst of tUeir euibofi 'Two prbFefled lives of Mabo^' 
met have been compofed by Dr. Frideanx (Ulfe'ef Mahdiner, Tevehth 
edi^o09 ; London, 17 iS) in oaayo) and tbe count de BOnUbviUitrt (Vie 

dc 
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his pupil, and his friend (ii«); fince he pre- 
fented himfelf as a prophet to thofe who were 
molt converfant with his infirmities as a man. 
Yet Cadijah believed the words, and cherifhed 
the glory, of her hufband; the obfequious and 
aflfeftionatc Zeid was tempted by the profpeS of 
freedom; the illuftrious Ali, the fon of Abu 
Taleb, embraced the fentiments of his coufin 
with the fpirit of a youthful hero; and the 
wealth, the moderation, the veracity of Abu- 
beker, confirmed the religion of the prophet 
whom he was deftined to fucceed. By his per- 
fuafibn, ten of the moft refpeftable citizens of 
Mecca were introduced to the private leflbns of 
Iflam; they yielded to the voice of reafon and 
ejitKufiafm: they repeated the fundamental creed; 
** there is but one God, an.d Mahomet is the 
^^ apoftlq of God;*' and their faith, even in 
this life,^ was rewarded with riches and honours, 
with the command of armies and the govern- 
mextf ,oJ kiagdoms. Three years were filently 
Employed in the cjonverfion of fourteen profe- 

dcWthdme«l, Lordies, 1730, in.o^av^); but the tdverfe wifli of find- 
ing M impodor or to h^o, ha^too 6ft«H corrupted the lemming of ih« 

• ;d<>^r aii^t the iogeoiut/ <V, the couM. The article in d*Heibelot (f)ib. 
J'ot. Orient, p. SpS-^-^os ),' i« chfcfly'rfi tw'n from Novairi and Mircond » 

^<bjut fbc fticft a«d moft aadieoCic of oor guides ia M. Cagiiier,' a French* 
. J ^ n)ttiby birth, tod profefTor at Oxford of the Oriental tooguea. In two 
4lttbhrate worka (Ifmael AbolfedaKle Vita et Reboa geftia Mohammcdia, 
Ace. Latioe vertit, Prc&tiooe et Notia iiiuftravit Johaooea Gai^nier, 
Oxon.i7«3^ to folio. La yic de Mahomet trad«iie itt oompilee de 
llAlcqra^ des Traditions aaO^eqciaur 4e ia SonM et<i^ tntillieora An- 
ti:]ira Axabes ; Aoiderdan),, 1748^ j vola. in ia<no) he baa interpreted* 
ifluftrateij^ and fttpplied the Araibic .text of Abu If eda and Al Jaaoabii 
tbe^fif(ly an enlightened pr'^o^, wt^o reigned at Hamah, in Syri^ A. O* 
liip-Ti.i}^ (I'cf G^Egaier Prcfai^ 1^, AMfed,) t the tecood, a crede- 
kn*.4Qaor, jho vifited Me/pca A.,I>. 1^0 (d'iferbelot, p. 397, Gag.- 
oier, torn. . iii. p. aof^ :iKo,). i>eVe, ar^ ray general voochjera, and the 
inqaifittve reader may follow the Oider of timey .and the.dtviiiooof chap.* 
tera. Vet! miiftobferve» t^ft b9tb Abolfeda aod Ai Jaomibi are mo- 
<tern hiitoriana, and thi^, i^f JM<Vi9t appeal to any -wriutt pi the firil 

Qemory.of ihe Hegira ij 1 ... 

(lit) After tbeOr'eefca* PrJdejiiiv (p. & ) diOilgfes tfce fecret dtfobta of 
tbe wife uf Mahootet.. jA«< if he .had b^ea a 'pritrf coiwIeUor &f ihc 
prophet, poulainvilliera-(p. ^72, 5f^.) iioMd*; the ifiibUnDtt tad pacriotic 
riewa pf Cfdifah /uid lh5fif^t djfcipiea^ * • ^ .^>i 
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htesj the firft fruits of his million ; but in the 
fourth year he aflumed the prophetic office, and 
refolving to impart to hk family the light of di- 
vine truth, he prepared a banauet, a Iambi, as 
it is Taid, and a bowl of milk^ for the en- 
tertainment of forty guefls of the race of 
Haihem. *^ Friends and kinfmen,'* faid Ma- 
homet to the aflembly, *• I offer you,, and 
^ I alone can offer, the mod precious of gi&s, 
" the treafures of this «orld and of the vorld to 
*^ come. God has commanded me to call you 
" to his fervice. Who among you will fup- 
" port my burthen? Who am6ng you will 
" be my companion and my vizir (113)?" 
No anfwer was returned, till the filence 
of aftonifhment, and doubt, and contempt, 
was at length broken by the impatient cou* 
rage of Ali, a youth in the fourteenth 
year of his age. *^ O prophet, I am the 
" man : whofoever rifes againft thee, I will dafli 
^* out his teeth, tear out. his eyes, break his 
** legs, rip up his belly. O prophet, 1 will be 
** thy vizir over them.** Mahomet accepted 
his offer with tranfport, and Abu Taleb was 
ironically exhorted to refpeft the fuperior dig- 
nity of.hisfon. In a more ferious tone, the 
father of Ali advifed his nephew to relinquifh 
his impradicable defign. ** Spare your fe- 
monftrances,** replied the intrepid fanatic to 
his uncle and benefaftor ; " if they (hould place 
^^ the fun on my right-hand and the moon on 
^* my left, they Ihould not divert me from my 
** courfe." He perfevered ten years in the ex- 
ercife of his miffion; and the religion which 
has overfpread the Eaft and the Weft, advanced 
with a flow and painful progrefs within the walU 
of Mecca. Yet Mahomet enjoyed the fatisfac- 

(iij)^r«i>«A pertitn^ hajulus^ turns fer<ms\ and this plfebeitn 
. name was iraosferrcd by ao apt metaphor to the pillars of ibc ftate 
(Gagnier, Not. ad Abulfed. p . 19.)* I endeavour to preferve the Arabiaa 
idiem, ab far as I can ft el U myfeiri in • Latin or Fiench tranflatien. 

tion 
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tion of beholdixi£ t^ encrc^afe of hi^ infant con* 
gregatioh of Unitanans, who revj^red hirti as a 
prophet, and to whom he feafonably difpenfed 
the fpifitual nourifhrnent of the Koran. The 
number of profelytci piay be efteemed by. the 
abfence of eighty-three men. and eighteen wo- 
men, who retired to -Ethiopia in the feventh 
year of his miflion; and his party was, fprtified 
by the timely converfipn of his uncle Hamza, 
and of the fierce and ihfleidble Omar, who fig- 
naliie4 in the caufe of lilam the fan^e zeal which 
' lie had.ejcerted for its deftruftion, 'Nor 'was 
the charity of Mahomet confined to t^e tribe of 
Itbreillior the precinSs pf Mecca: on folemn 
fellivals, in the days of pilgrimage, he fre* 
quented the Caaba, accpfted the llf angers of 
every tribe, and' urged, both.ih private con verfe 
andpuhilic difcourfe, the .belief and worfliippf 
a fole U^ity* " Confcious of his reafoh and of 
his weaknefs, he averted the liberty of con* 
fcience, and difclaimed, the ufe of religious vi- 
olence (114): but he called the Arabs to re- 
' pentancei' and conjured them to remember the 
ancient idolators of Ad and Thamud, whom the 
divine mftice had fwept^jtway froiri the face of 
the earth (115). 
h orpofed The people of Mecca was hardened in their 
^^•(h * ^"^ unbelief by fuperftition arid envy. The elders 
a! 0.613 of the city, the uncles of the prophet, affefted 
-6aa. jQ defpjfe the prefumption of an orphan, the 

(114) The ptfltget of the Koran Tn he^f of toleraiioo, tre ftrong 
and rtnmeront: c. t. v. i^j. fc.:i6; 1x9. Cv 17. 54. c.-4$. 1$. c $0. 39. 
c« 88. ii» &c. with the ootet of Maracci and Stie. This chartdcr 
alone mrf generally decide the doubts of the leimedi 'whether ft chap* 
rer was revealed at Meccft or Medinf. 

(115) See the Koran (paffim, and efpecially c. 7. p. 123, i2.4» &c.), 
and the tradlFioo of the Arab* (Pocock,' Specimen, p. 3§-^37.). The 
caverns of the tribe of Thamud, (k for men (fibe ordinary ftature, wete 
(hewQ in the midway between Medina and Damafcus (Abalfed. Arabic 
Defcript. p. 43, 44>)» snd tnay be probably afcribed to the Troglodytes 
of the primitive world (Michaelis, ad LowthdePoefi Hebreor. p. 131 
«-l34* Eechercbes fur lea Egj^ptiens, toqa. ii. p. 489 &c.). 

reformer 
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rdbrmer of his country :' the pious ondoi^s 0( 
Mahomet in the Caaba were anfwere4 by the 
clamours of Abu Taleb. ^^ Citizens, ftnd pil* 
^^ grims, liften not to the tempter, beai;ken not 
*^ to his impious novelties. Stand faft in the 
« worlhip of Al LIta and al Uzzab.*' Yet 
the fon of Abdallah was ever dear to the aged 
chief; and he prote&ed the fame and perfon of 
his nephew againft the afiaulti of the KoreiOii- 
tes, ^o had long been jealous of the preremi* 
nence of the family of Haihem. Their malice 
was coloured with the pretence of religion: in 
the age of Job, the crime of impiety was pun* 
ifhed by the Arabian magiftrate (ii6) ; and 
Mahomet was guilty of delerting and denying 
the national deities. But fo loofe was the policy 
of Mecca, that the leaders of the Koreifn, in* 
ftead of accufing a criminal^ were compelled tQ 
employ the meafures of perfuafion or violence. 
They rqpeatedly addrefled Abu Taleb in the 
ftyle of reproach and menace. ** Thy nephew 
^^ reviles our religion; he accufes our wife 
^' forefathers of ignorance and folly; filence 
^^ him quickly, leic he kindle tumult and dif* 
*' cord in the city^. If he perfevere, we fliaU 
" draw our fwords againft him and his adhcr 
**, rents, and thou wut be refponfible for the 
** blood of thy fellow-citizens.'* The weight 
and moderation of Abu Taleb eluded the vio- 
lence of religious faftien ; the moft helplefs or 
timid of the difciples retired to iEthiopia^ and 
the prophet withdrew himfelf to various places 
of ftrength in the town and country* As he 
was ftill fuj^orted by his family, the reft of the. 
tribe of K^oreifii engaged themf^lves to renounce 

( 1 1 6) lo the time of Job» the crime of impiety wm pnnilhed by th« 
Arabifto mag}fVate(c. 31. v. 26, 27, t$.y t blufh for & refpv^abie pre- 
Ute (de Pcefi Hebrzorum, p. 6$o, ^^1. edit. Micbaelfs; and letter of 
t Ute profefTor io the vniverfityof Oxford, p. 1$*— $3)* ^^^ joftifief 
lad appUnds ibU pstriftrcbtl iofjuifiiioa. 

all 
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all intercouffe with fhe childrai of Hafllemi 
neither to buy nor feUj neither to marry not 
to give in marriage, but to purfue them with 
implacable enmity, till they ihould deliver the 
perfon of Mahomet to the juftice of the gods. 
The decree was fufpended in the Caaba before 
the eyes of the nation ; the meffengers of the 
Koreifh purfued the Mufulman exiles in the 
heart of Africa : they befieged the prophet and 
his moll faithful followers, intercepted their 
water, and inflamed their mutual animofity by 
the retaliation of injuries and infults. A doubtful 
truce reftored the appearances of concord ; till 
the death of Abu Taleb abandoned Mahomet 
to the power of his enemies, at the moment 
when he was deprived of his <lomeftic comforts 
by the lofs of his faithful and generous Cadijah. 
Abu Sophian, the chief of the branch of Om- 
miyah, fucceeded to the principality of the re- 
public of Mecca. A zealous votary of the 
idols, a mortal foe of the line of Hafliem, he 
convened an aflembly of the Koreifhites and 
their allies, to decide the fate of the apoftle. 
His imprifonment might provoke the defpair of 
his enthufiafm ; and the exile of an eloquent 
and popular fanatic would difFufe the mifchief 
through the provinces of Arabia. His death 
was refolved ; and they agreed that a fword from 
each tribe (hould be buried in his heart, to di- 
vide thp guilt of his blood and baj03e the venge- 
lod driven ni^ce of the HaihtJmites* An angel or a fpy re- 
a!d d^iT* vealed their confpjracyf and flight was the only 
refource of Mahomet (117). At the dead of 
night,' accompanied by his friend Abubeker, he 
filently efcaped from his houfe: the aflaifins 
watched at the door ; but they were deceived 
by the figure of Ali, who repofed on the bed, 

(ii7)D*Heii>elof, BibHot. Orient, p. 44$* He quotes s pvticaltr 
blllory of the flight of MaEomet. 

and 
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^nd was covered with the green veilment of the 
apoftle. The Koreilh refpe£ted the piety of the 
heroic youth ; but feme verfes of Ali, which 
arc ftiil extant> exhibit an interefting pifture of 
his anxiety, his tendernefs, and his religious 
confidence. Three days Mahomet and his com- 
panion w€re concealed in the cave of Thor, at 
the diftance of a league from Mecca; and in the 
clofe of each evening, they received from the 
fon and daughter of Abubeker, a fecret fupply 
of intelligenct: and food. The diligence of the 
Koreilh explored every haunt in the neighbour- 
hood of the city, they arrived at the entrance of 
the cavern; but the providential deceit of a 
fpider's web and a pigeon's neft, is fuppofed 
to convince them that the place was folitary 
and inviolate. ** We are only two,*' faid 
the trembling Abubeker. ** There is a third," 
replied the prophet; •* it is God himfelf." No 
fooner was the purfuit abated, than the two 
fugitives iflued from the rock, and mounted 
their camels: on the road to Medina, they 
were overtaken by the emiifaries of the Koreifli; 
they redeemed themfelves with prayers and pro- 
mifes from\ their hands. In this eventful mo- 
ment, the lance of an Arab might have changed 
the hiftory of the world. The flight of the 
prophet from Mecca to Medina has fixed the 
memorable aera of the Hegira ^118), which, at 
the end of twelve centuries, ftill difcriminates 
the lunar years of the Mahometan nations 

(118) The Hegira wts inftitiited by Omtr, the rpcootf c«ftph^ in im»- 
Htion of the era of the cqartyrs of the Chrifltant fd*Herbelot, p 444-); 
and properly commeoced fixty-eight days before the flight of Mahomet, 
with the firft of Mohtrren, oriirftdayof that Arabian year, which co- 
iacidea with Friday July i<S»h, A. D 6ir (Abolfeda, Vit. Moham. c. ti, 
23. p. 4S~~S^ > and Creaves*s edition of Ullog Beig*s Epochs Ara- 
bum, &c. c. 1. p. 8. 10, dec). 

(119) Maboniet*6 iifc, from bis miffion to the Hegira, maybe found 
in Abulfeda (p 14—4$} «ad G&gnier (loro i. p 134— &$i. 342—5^.) ) 
The legend from p. |87<*134. is vouched by Al Janoabi, and difdained 
by Abolfcdt. 

The 
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Receired u Thc religion of the Koran taight have pcrift- 
Medi^i! ^^ i^ Its cradle^ had not Medina embraced with 
A. a <*a. faith and reverence the holy outcafts of Mecca; 
Medina, or the city^ known under the name of 
Yathreb, before it was fanftified by the throne 
of the prophet, was divide4 between the tribes 
of the Charegites and the Awfites, whofe* he- 
reditary feud was rekindled by the flighted pro- 
vocations : two colonies of Jews,, who boafled 
a facerdotal race, were their humble allies, and 
without converting thc Arabs, they introduced 
the tafte of fcience and religion, which diftin- 
guiflied Medina as the city of the book. Some of 
her nobleft citizens, in a pilgrimage to the Caaba, 
were converted by the preaching of Mahomet j 
on their return they diaufed the belief of God 
and his prophet, and the new alliance was ra- 
tified by their deputies in two fecret' and; noc- 
turnal interviews on a hill in the fuburbs of 
Mecca. In the firft, ten Charegites and twp 
Awfites united in faith and love, prptefted in 
the name of their wives, their children, and 
, their abfent brethren, that they would for ever 
profefs the creed, and obferve the precepts^ of 
the Koran. . The fecond was a political aflbcia- 
tion, the firll vital fpark of the empire of the 
Saracens (120). Seventy-three men and two 
women of Medina held a folemn conference with 
Mahomet, his kinfmen, and hi§ difciples ; and 
pledged themfelves to each other by a mutual 
oath of fidelity. They promifed in the name 
of the city, that if he (hould be bsmiflied, they 
would receive him as a confederate, obey" him 
as a leader, and defend him to the laft extre- 
mit)', like their wives and children, " But if 
you are recalled by your country,** they afked 

( 1 20) The triple in«Qgiirttion of Mahomet is defcribeii by Abnlfed* 
(r* 30. 3.3* 40. S6 ) tod Oagnier (tons, u p. Z4h ^^- 149i ^c< toni- *(• 
p. t-s, &c.). 

with 
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A flattering ftnxicty, ** will you not aban«> 

don your new allies?** " All things," replied 

Mahomet with a fmile, ^' are now common 

*• between us} your blood is as my blood, 

•* your ruin as my ruin. We are bound to 

•* each other by the ties of honour and inte- 

** reft. I am your friend, and the enemy of 

** your foes." But if we are killed in your 

** fervice, what," exclaimed the deputies of 

Medina, ^' will be our reward ?" " Par a dise," 

replied the prophet. ** Stretch forth thy hand." 

He ftretched it forth, and they reiterated the 

oath of allegiance and fidelity. Their treaty 

was ratified by the people, who unanimouily 

embraced the prpfeilion of Iflam; they rejoiced 

in the exile of the apoftle, but they trembled 

for his fafety, and impatiently expefted his 

arrival. Alter a perilous and rapid journey 

along the fea-coaft, he halted at Koba, two 

miles from the city, and made his public entry 

into Medina, fix^een days after his flight from 

Mecca^ Five hundred of the citizens advanoed 

to meet him ; he was hailed with acclamations 

of loyalty and devotion ; Mahomet was mounts 

ed ona me«camel, an umbrella fhaded his head, 

and a turbaa was unfurled before him to fupply 

the deficiency of a ftandard. His braved dii«> 

ciples^ who had been fcattered by the ilorm, af*- 

fembled round his perfon : and the equal, though 

various^ merit of the Moflems was diilinguiui* 

ed bv the names of Mobageriam and Anfars^ 

d^e nigitives of M$;cca, and the auxiliaries of 

Medina. To eradicate the feeds of jealoufy^ 

Mahomet judidoufly coupled his principal fol- 

lowers with the rights and obligations of bre<> 

thren, and when Ali found himfelf without a 

peer, the prophet tenderly declared, that he 

would be the companion and brother of the 

noble youth. The expedient was crowned with 

fuccefs; 
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Aiccefs; the holy fraternity was refperfed'in 
peace and war, and the two parties vied with 
each other in a generous emulation of courage 
and fidelity. Once only the coiicord was (light- 
ly ruffled by an accidental quarrel ; a patriot of 
Medina arraigned the infolence of the Grangers, 
but the hint of their expulfion was heard with 
abhorrence, and his own foi;! moft eagerly ofr 
fered to lay at the apoftle's feet the head of his 
father. 
n\f rfgai From his eftablifliment at Medina, Mahomet 
^ fn»«y» aflumed the exercife of the regal and facerdotal 
6; z— 6*31. office; and it was impious to appeal from a 
judge whofe decrees were infpired by the divine 
wifdom. A fmall portion of ground, the patri- 
mony of two orphans, was acquired by gift 
or purchafe (121); on that chofen fpot, he 
built an houfe and mofch more venerable in 
their rude fimplicity than the palaces and temples 
of the Affyrian caliphs. His feal of gold, or 
filver, was infcribed with the * apoftolic title ; 
Wlien he prayed and preached in the weekly 
affembly, he leaned againft the trunk of a palm- 
tree ; and it was long before he indulged him- 
felf in the ufe of a chair or pulpit of rough lim- 
ber (1 22. J After a reign of fix years, fifteen 
hundred Moflems, in arms and in the field, re- 
newed their oath of allegiance ; and their chief 
repeated the aflurance of proteftion till the death 

(ili)Pri 'etnx (f.ife rf Mahomet, p. 44 ) reviles ihe wtckednefs of 
the lApoftor, whode'po'l^d two poor nrpH«nt, thefont of <ctrpeiuer ; -a 
reprofti^h wk.chhe drew from the Difputttio (ontitSaitcenos, compoftd 
in Arsbc bef >rc»thv" ycir -130; but tht -h-neft Cagnier '»d Abutfed. p. 
<3.) has (hewn that they were drc^ived by the woid Al N^gjar^ iwliich 
fiKnifiett, in this place, not ho ubt'curc trade, bu' a nobk tribe of Arabs. 
The <Vrntate fl.te of the ground n defpitbed by.A-bolfeda') and hi« 
worthy interpreter has pr yer!, from Al. Bochari, tno cffer of a pricey 
from Ai Jannabu the fair pttichaft:-, and from Ahmed Ben^JoYeph, ike 
payment of the nnoney by xVt generous Abobeker. Oi thefe ^roun^p 
the prophet moil be horourably acquitted. 

(lai) Al Jsnntbi (apud Gactnier, torn. n. p,,^45. 3Z4.y,ac}cr:be8 the 
fenl and palpit, fs two venerable relics af *tbe apofUe i-f C^d v and the 
portrait of his court is taken from Abulieda (c. 44. p. 15.}. ' 

of 
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of the laft member, or the final diflblution of 

the-party. It was in the fame camp that the 

deputy of Mecca was aftoniflied by the attention 

of the faithful to the words and looks of the 

prophet, by the eagernefs with which they col- 

leded his fpittle, an hair that dropt on the 

ground, the refufe water of his luftrations, as 

if they participated in fome degree of the pro- 

phetic virtue, " I have feen/* faid he, " the 

" Chofroes of Perfia and the Caefar of Rome, 

** but never did I behold a king among his fub- 

** jefts like Mahomet among his companions." 

The devout fervour of enthufiafm afts with 

more energy and truth than the cold and formal 

fervility of courts. 

In: the (late of nature every man has a right Hrdecitrc* 
to defend, by force of arms, his perfon and his J^^VSll. 
pofleffions; to repel, or even to prevent, the 
violence of bis enemies, and to extend his hof- 
tilities to a reafonable meafure of fatisfadion and 
retaliation. In the free fociety of the Arabs, 
the duties of fubjeft and citizen impofed a fee- 
ble reftraint ; and Mahomet, in the exercife of 
a peaceful and benevolent miflion had been def* 
poiled and banifhed by the injuftice of his coun* 
trymen. The choice of an independent people 
had .exalted the fugitive of Mecca to the rank of 
a fovereign ; and he was inverted with the juft 
prerogative of forming alliances, and of waging 
offenfive or defenfive war^ The iraperfeftion 
of human rights was fupplied and armed by the 
plenitude of divine power : the prophet of Me*. 
dina aflumed, in his new revelations, a fiercely 
and more fanguinary tone, which proves that, his 
former moderation was the effeft of weaknefs 
^123): the means of perfualion had been tried, 

• (»*3) *r^* ^"** •"<*' ^f*'* chu^Un of the Koran j|ic the luudefl an^ 
Ttiort ireheroeot; «rtd Miracci (Prodromus, pari. iv. p. C9— 64 ) has it- 
veifhed with more' jaftice than difcrctioo agamn the double- dealing of 

the 
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the feafon of forbearance was elajpfed, and he 
was now commanded to propagate his religion 
by the fwdrd, to deftroy the monuments of 
idolatry, and, without regarding the fanSity 
of days or months, to purfue the unbelieving 
nations of the earth. The fame bloody pre. 
cepts, fo repeatedly inculcated in the Koran, 
are afcribed by the author to the Pentateuch and 
the Gofpel. But the mild tenor of the evange- 
lic ftyle may explain an ambiguous text, that 
Jefus did not bring peace on the earth, but a 
(word : his patient and humble virtues fhouid 
not be confounded with the intolerant zeal of 
princes and bifhops, who have difgraced the 
name of his difciples. In the profecution of 
religious war, Mahomet might appeal with more 
propriety to the example of Mbfes, of the 
judges and the kings of Ifrael. The military 
laws of the Hebrews are ftill more rigid than 
thofe of the Arabian legiflator (i 24 -. The Lord 
of hofts marched in perfon before the Jews : if 
a city refifted their fummons, the males, with* 
out diftindlion, were put to the Iword: the 
feven nations of Canaan were devoted to 
deftruftion ; and neither repentance nor con- 
verfion could fliield them from the inevitable 
doom, that no creature within flieir precinfts 
fhouid be left alive. The <air option of friend- 
Ihip, or fubmifEon, or battle, was propofed to 
the enemies of Mahomet. If they profefled the 
creed of lilam, they were admitted to all the 
temporal and fpiritual benefits of hi$ primitive 
difciples, and marched under the fame banner 
to extend the religion which they had embraced. 

(1I4) ThcTi«>^ and xxtl» chapter* of Dettteroti6fiiy; wfth tht'p«^fc«^ 
comments of Jofhaa, Dtvid, &c. tre read with more awe tiuui fttisfiC'* 
tton by the pieas Chrifliaaa of the prefeot «ge. , Qat tbe bifliop«y as well 
tf the rabbis of former times, have beat the dmm ecclelUftic witb pie^ 
fare Aod foccefs (Salens Preliminary Difcourre^ p. 142^ t42 )• ■ 

The 
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The clemency of the prophet was decided by 
his intereft, yet he feldom trampled on a prof- 
trate enemy ; and he feems to promife, that, on 
the payment of a tf||ute, the lead guiltv of his 
unbelieving fubje£l8 might be indulged m their 
worfliip, or at leaft in their imperfeft faith. In 
the firft months of his reign, he praftifed the 
leflbns of lioly warfare, and difplayed his white 
banner before the gates of Medina : the martial 
apoftle fought in perfon at nine battles or 
lieges (125) } and fifty enterprifes of war were 
atchieved in ten years by himfelf or his lieute- 
nants. The Arab continued to unite the pro- 
feffions of a merchant and a robber ; and his 
petty excurfions for the defence or the attack of 
a caravan infenfibly prepared his troops for the 
conqueft of Arabia. The dillribution of the 
fpoil was regulated by a divine law (^126) : the 
whole was faithfully collected in one common 
mafs : a fifth of the gold and filver, the pri- 
foners and cattle, the moveables and immove- 
ables, was referved by the prophet for pious and 
charitable ufes ; the remainder was Ihared in 
adequate portions by the foldiers who had obtained 
the vidory or guarded the camp : the rewards of 
the llain devolved to their widows and orphans ; 
and the encreafe of cavalry was encouraged by 
the allotment of a double (hare to the horfe and 
to the man. From all fides the roving Arabs 
were allured to the ftandard of religion and plun- 
der: the apoftle fan£tified the licence of embrac- 
ing the female captives as their wives or concu-^ 

(11?) Alni!fedi» in Vit. Molum. p. 1^6. The private irfena! of the 
apoftle coniif^ed of oiac fwoids, three laaces, feveo pikes 01 half-ptkes, 
a quiver and three bows, fcven cuiralTes, three (hields, and twa helmets 
(Gagnier, torn. iii. p. 318 — 334 ), wiih a large white fTandard, a black 
banner (p. 335 ), twenty horles (p. $ii.)> fire. Two of his martial 
fayings are recorded by tradition (Gapnier, torn. ii. p. 8S: 337 )• 

( t iC) The whole ftbjeft c\e jure belli Mohammedanonim, is exhauft- 
ed in a feptrate dilTerttfiion by the learned Reland (OilTertatlones Mii'cei- 
>aneje, torn. iii. EHffertrx. p. 3— ?3)» 

bines ; 
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bines.; and the enjoyment of wealth and beauty 
was a feeble type of the joys of paradife prepared 
for the valiant martyrs of the faith. " The 
" fword," fays Mahomet^ M|is the key of hea- 
*• ven and of hell : a drop 01 blood flied in the 
** caufe of God, a night fpent in arms^ is of 
*' more avail than two months of falling or 
" prayer : whofoever falls in battle, his fins are 
•* forgiven : at the day of judgment his wounds 
" fhall be refplendent as vermillion and odori- 
'^ ferous as muik; and the lofs of liis limbs 
" (hall be fupplied by the wings of angels and 
" cherubim/' The intrepid fouls of the Arabs 
were fired with enthufiafm : the pifture of the 
invifible world was ftrongly painted on their 
imagination ; and the death which they had al- 
ways defpifed became an objeft of hope and de- 
fire. The Koran inculcates, in the moft abfo- 
lute fenfe, the tenets of fate and predeftination, 
which would extinguifh both induftry : and 
^ virtue, if the aftions of man were governed by 
his fpeculative belief. Yet their Influence in 
every age has exalted the courage of the Sara- 
cens and Turks. The firft companions of Ma- 
homet advanced to battle with a fearlefs confi- 
dence : there is no danger where there is no 
chance : they were ordained to periih in their 
beds ; or they were fafe and invulnerable amidft 
the darts of the enemy (127). 
Hisdefen- Pcrhaps the Koreifh would have been content 
five wars ^j^ ^^ flight of Mahomct, had they not been 
Koreifh^f provoked and alarmed by ^fne vengeance of an 
Mw*. enemy, who could intercept their Syrian trade 
as it pafled and repaffed through the territory of 

(117) The dod^rine of abfolnte predeflinat on, on whick few religions 
c»n reproach each ether, is fternly expofed in the Korsm (c. 3. p %x^ <3. c. 
4. p 70, &c. with ihe notes of Saie, and c 17* p. 413. with thofe of 
Maracci). Reland. (de Relig. Mohamnn p. 61— -64.) and Sale (Pniim. 
Difcoorfe. p. 103 ) reprelent 'the opinions of the do^orr, aod.ovr mo« 
dcro trsveileri the confidence, the lading confidence, of the Txwks. 

Medina. 
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Medina. Abu Sophian himfelfy \nth only thirty 
or forty followers, condudq4 a wealthy caravan 
of a thoufand camels : the fortune or dexterity 
of his march efcaped the vigilance, of Mahomet ; 
but the chief of the Koreifli was informed that 
die holy robbers were placed in ambufh to await 
his return. He difpatched a meifenger, to his bre- 
thren of Mecca, and they were roufed by the fear 
of lofing their merchandize and their provifions, 
unlefs they haftened to his relief with the military 
force of the city. The facred band of' Maho- 
met was formed of three hundred and thirteen 
Moflems, of wftom feventy-feyen were fugitives, 
and the reft auxiliaries : they mounted by turns 
a train of feventy camels (the camels of Yathreb 
were formidable in war) ; but fuch was the po- 
verty of his firft difciples, that Only two could' 
appear on hoffeback in the field (t 28). In the' 
fertile and fambils vale of Beder ( rap), three 
ftations from Medina,* he was informed by his 
fcouts of the caravan that approached on one' 
. fide ; of the Koreifli, one hundred horfe, eight' 
hundred and fifty foot, who advanced on the 
other. After a fhort debate, he facrificed the 
profped of wealth to the purfiiit of glory and 
revenge ; and a flight entrenchment was formed, 
to cover his .troops, and aftresunof frefh water B«ttie of 
that glided through the valley. " OGod,'* he^^^^^^. 
exclaimed as the numbers of the Koreifh de« 
fcended from the hills, " O God,' if thefe af^; 
^' deflro^ed, by whom wilt, thou be worfliipped 

(i«8) AI Jaaaabi (a'piuf Gagoier, torn. Ik p. 9») «]lows him (trtftiyor . 
eighty horf« \ utdptk two other occttfioot prior to the battle of Qhnd^ iie 
cniiftt A body of thirty (p. lo ), »od of- 5<^. (p. 66.). ti9oper«. Yet the . 
Mufulmeav in the field of Qfand, hud no more than two horfe*. accprd* 
ing to the better feofe of Abnlfeda (to Vtt. Mol|imm. p. xxxL p. 65.)* 
la th^ftwj proTioce, the caineis were nnmeroas % but the horie appears * 
to have been left CQi|»inoo'thaa in the tiap^ or the. Oefert Arabia* 

(1*9) Bedder H/oaoeeoc* twenty mileafrom Medina aii4 forty from 
Mecca, is oo the high road of the caravan of Egypt; and the pilgrimt 
annnally commeinorate the propbet*s viaory by iUonunationt, rockets, 
&c. Sh<iw*K Travels, p. 47 7* 

Vol. IX. S "on 
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*' ott the earth ? •; iScwiigei my children^ dofe 
^^ yjoiur ranks ; ^c^ai^e your arrows, simi the 
*5 cJay/is your own. At tliefe wor^s he placed 
h^i^/elf, with, Ahut^eker^ an a.. throne or pul- 
jiit rigo), and inftaWtly tiematlcled the fuccour 
of VJabriel and three i^toufand angels. His eye 
w^ f^ed;On the fie^clof battle;: the N^ufulnians 
fadnted anii werepr^ed: in thkt deciii^ mooient 
the prophet 'fiaite^fi:bm:his thrbi^^ mouiiteclrliis 
Eqrle^ ana caft a handful of/fand into the air \ 
** iLeit tii^ir 'fstces be covered with cdnfulion.*' 
Both armies heard ^e thunder ,of his voice :. 
their V-fitncy beheld the. angelic, warriors (13O J 
tlxe .^6teifli ^tfenjibled; and fle^: fevimty or the 
l^ayeft we^reibini ^utd levehty oiptives adorned 
t^iir]Etvw9^^ llie dead bodies 

c^f th^ ^^o^eim werp despoiled and iiifulted; two 
of the: moft 9t)hfwbus prifoners were punifhed 
with death.; ajdd tWejanlbm of the others, four 
tb9u%iii drams. 0^4^^ comp^nfated in fbme 
(W^^i^ the efcape. pf theMparayan. , !^ut it was in 
i^am; that the faip%,pf.A^ a 

li^^ road thJTK^^^ tt>e ^efert apd along (he £u- 
l^atqs: thgr w^repwwaTf^n by ijhe diligence 
c^ m^ Mulidqias^^ and wes^tlhy muA- have been 

* ('noy Tlie pficeip whicfi MfKofrie^ iretire)^*(fttrrag 'tfie^afon h ffyJcd 



%i.hiooCMr.botK. >( ^ft.hi%c^iei«i»and of ike beAx 4 am' ro«rv to,ob« 

rigi: Artbice noo fatit callebat et carebat jadicio crittco. J. J. Reiike, 
Prodidagmatt ad Harii Cbalifs Tabulas, p. «i8. ad calcein Abulfedc 
S^FFiib'Tmr*; U^iffi^l iVl^t^. • 

9.^ ilf#«» tbe cMnM^iits^riito'^AKVaati! W\^«ea'Uie' aumbt-rs of ro6d, * 
30d«. «f >»o* liit^sV t^tf tStefflikfWftof idcfeAiigHt' i^ tht 
flattglhef of f^vaitytffthi^^oVdftX'^affcd/'^ltoi-aft, i6in. w p ^^i.) 
Y^lt'CHfiiflfMe'rdHinrkf^ bSHmk, Watf tbfs i/d^ttlMrnd i^^ d^cVffibfb Ho 
any mortftl ey^(W4fttd:'|>."i >*:.). tbiffMiit^n t»* ^fewls'fc. 8. tC); 
''^ikot' tmt, bit G»B,*%e.^¥d*»eJ^f6tr ^Wlldt. Oi%dtit!6, p. 'S60» 
e^ih > f r . 

'tlfe 
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tfie* pfizd, 'if ti^ingttty fhcytifVtid dratfls c<)utd be 
fet ^p%n iw the* feWi df the apoftle* The re- 
•fimcmem df th^ public ^d private lofs Aimu- 
4*ied Afcfl^O^Maft to toiteft a body' of three 
thoaiaftd fhen/ ht^^ -huft4i'ed of w}K>t!i were 
Mindl with cirif sIfJdS, ' itftd two h^ftdred \^erc 
4ft6diit$d 4n hoyfebatk ^ three theufiind' c^niels 
^it^^A hi^ Inarch; ttlidhi^ wife^Henda, wit^ 
Mmetk ihai^toftk &f meoda, mcefian% founding 
itoeJsr.tirfibteb tD tinliwate the tfoops, and to 
«agw% thegirea^wli of HobaL th^i ift<yfl[pppu- 
iar d«*ty of th^ Gaaba: I'he ftaridcird of iB6d ^^ o»»«<» 
Und-Mifeortiel wie <3i{Sl«ld l>y nin^ hMiidwed^ and-^^'^*'' 
iiftf itelkver$ : theC <|8jf«'d|>ortk3fn €yf numbers 
wrm Jior ^re a^i^imfr| • t^n in ^he lield of 
Bsd^ ; .ffnd thei^ ^refMtptioti of ti3?Ofy prev 
yaltdd ^affril th^ dif^l^ aflid liuman ^nfe of the 
gpsftfasi ' 3%6 ftcOAfd 4k«#te t^as ^feu^ht 'on-motrnt 
OHud/.fi« tiril#8 td fe^J^Tth «f W^ 
the KoreMi^advaU^^hi the form of a trektM ; 
8&d:^ti» f^t ti4lftg-dF davSll^y vt2» ^d by Gatleid, 
the^ct^^ ^d' ift^t ft^c^fttl of the Arabkh 
wonrioiid. •^TteWt^ i0[^M^mit^yf;^re MIM^ 
Itfrbftedon^che 'd*ic*iv%^ tfeehlH^ aiid^«» 
rear:3W?s'^gi«arded'by i'-di^taehttient rf' fifty 
iccherd^. Tht 'wcfight ^ tfheir charge impelled 
aa4 biroke e&e <^elftre of the'idoktei^^ bm ^» 
rfife ^(«A|it ^tb^y c*^" iSie^ afdVaixtsige 'of theii? 
grounds the if ^htfiJa i^^fewed tblii^ ft^oiK tf&tf 
MufidathKs \irere t^mi^tedO^^the fj^o^H^ i^db^ed 
ibeir /geii^r&J, tttti* ittflji-asred ^hek" ranks;: . W^ 

flank iaaill waT, »3^3^raedi *i4 4-ld*f**v6fce, * --J.a 
that Mahomet was flain* He was indeed wound* 
ed^ to tlie' 'fece wftH ija?t.0liii : tWo of iiii. t^dh 
weine (battered ^with ^a/iftoiie ; yet^ in the iliid(l 
(Jf^tt^iult atfd 4if%)i'>^ te^irpac^^^^^^ 

^U^) Gcogrtph Nttblenfisy p. 47.** " 

.• .-'io*- ^ S ii with 
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with the murder of a prophet ; and blefled the 
friendly hand that ftailhched hU blood, and con- 
veyed him to a place of fafety. Seventy mar- 
tyrs died for the fins of the people : they fell» 
faid the apoftle, in pairs, each brother embrac- 
ing his lUelefs companion (133): their bodies 
were mangled by the ii^uman females of 
Mecca ; and the wife of Abu Sophian tafted 
the entrails, of Hamza, the uncle of Mahomet. 
They might applaud their fuperflition and fa- 
. tiate their fury ; but the Mufulmans foon rallied 
in the field, and the Koreifli wanted ftrength or 
Theiitt!oni, courage to undertake the fiege of Medina. It 
•''Jj;^'J'j,^was attacked the enfuing year by an army of 
ten thoufand enemies ; and this third expedition 
is varioufly named from the nations^ ivhich 
marched under the banner of Abu Sophian, 
from the cUtcb which wa$ dr^wn before the city, 
and a camp of three thoulaiid Mufubnahs. The 
prudence of Mahomet: declined a general en* 
gagement : the valour of J^U was fighalized in 
fingie combat; and the War. was protraded 
twenty days, till the final feparationof the. con- 
federates. A tempeft ofi^^d, rain, and hail, 
overturned their tents: theit private quarrels 
were fppiented by an infidious adverfary ; and 
the Koreifc, deferted. by their, allies, no longer 
hoped to iubvert the t^roa^, or to check the 
conquefb, of thgiriiiyjn<ible exile (it4c). 
Mabomee ^ The choicfi of JerufMtmfor the firft kcbia of 
fuMueMhe prayer, difcQvers th^ early pr<;>peiifity of Maho- 
Ambit, met in. fjtv^Hr of the} Jeiys j and happy would it 
^aJlSiy. have beea f(wr their len^poml intpreft, had they 

(133) Ts the iii«l chapter, of theJC^rto (p» $0— $3. with SftleVobtn), 
ibe prophbe alieges feme pcfbi' €itMtei for tht defeat of Ohud. \ ' 
.(■34^: For thf fiettrl of tI^r.tbr^fiK<veiSijirart, of Beder, of Ohod, 
and of theditcby^perufe Abulred^fp^ jd— — 61. 64— ^9. 73— 77,K.Oi|• 
Bicr fcom ii p.' tj^4^. ja^rgi- ii:o*-.i3Jf ), with the proper Wciec 
of dTierbeiot, and the tbri^gnicott of Eloiaciii (Hift. Sartccn. p. tf, 7.) 
ftod Abolpharagins (D/Dtft. p. lOft.)* 

> :: . recognifed, 
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Tccognifed, in the Arabisui prophet, the hope of 
Ifrael and the promifed Meffiah. Their obfti* 
nacy converted his friendihip into implacable 
hatred^ vnth which he purfued that unfortunate 
people to the laft moment of his life : and ih the 
double character of an apoftle and a con- 
queror, his perfecution Was extended to both 
ivorlds(i35). The Kainpka dwelt at Medina 
under the protedion of the city ; he feized the 
occafion of an accidental tumult, and fummoned 
them to embrace his religion, or contend with 
him in battle. ** Alas," replied the trembling 
Jews, ** we are ignorant of the ufe of arms, 
** but we perfevere in the fiaiith and wprfliip of 
** our fathers ; why wik thou reduce us to the 
** neceflity of a juft defence?" The unequal 
confliA was terminated in fifteen days ; and it 
was with extreme relu^anc^e that Mahomet 
yielded to the importunity of his collies, ?ind 
confented to fpare the lives of the captives. 
But their riches were confifcated, th'eir.arms 
became more effeSual in the hands of the Mu- 
fulmans ; and a wretched colony of feven 
hundred exiles was driven with their wives and 
children to implore a refuge on the confines of 
Syria. The Nadhirites were more guilty, fince 
they confpired in a friendly interview to zfhiffu 
nate the prophet. He befieged their caftle three 
miles from Medina, but their refolute defence 
obts^ined an honourable capitulation ; and the 
garrifon, founding their trumpets and beating 
their drums, was permitted to depart with the 
honours of war. The Jews had excited and 
joined the war of the Koreifli : no fooner had 
the nations retired from the ditch^ than Mahomet^ 

(13^) The Wirt of Mahomet •gtinft the JewHh tribes, of Kaiaokt, 
ihe Nadbiriteti Kortidha, and Chaibar, are related by Abttlfeda (p. 6i. 
71. 77. 87, ficc.) and Gagnicr (Com. ii, p. 6i— tfj. io7«— iii, 139^148. 

without 



withwf IsBying afi4«Ws vi^fim*, Wsrcfe^lJ fjn> ^f 
fame 4y tp e?^tiTp?^^ tfeff^fe^^e lif^ of ^f 
chjl4rf« 9f Kor^?»,, Aft^ jL r^aft^cf of 
tw^ty-rfiv* days, tbpy.ftu-»|p(J^w4 ?at:4Kcf^^ 
tljey irufted tp tKf ipt^rceffiof^ p{ tW 9l4.?iliw 
of $/[e4ini^ : . thfjy cpuld po^ J)e igpors^it ^J?!^ ^i»T 
B^tRcifim Q^Utir^e^ ^e f^f^g^ of ^up^t^ty. 
A v^ncra^la ^W^r, to wl)pfi? JF^grpf n< ^l^y ?ipr 
pf alf d, propouiWP^ tk? feiHW€e of th'eif 4ei|t^ ; 
fevw h^^drc4 ^w| were dwgg^d ii\ pi^^in^ to 
the markct-pl^ce. Qf the ^: thfy 4?fce»4^ 
alive into the gr?cye prepar^4 for th^ ^fc^utioij 
and burial ; aii4, ^^ apc^ft^ behfid :vK^tk an ia^ 
P^xifad^ eye the ^«uf htei of hi^ he]pl@fs en^ mie». 
Theb ifheep v^(^ caineif 1»^^re inh^r«f4 by th« 
l^ufu^n^ai^^ : throe huadrei cuM-a^fesy fpre Inin* 
4red pikesy . ^ tbopiand ]m^^% ^^mpp^d ^he 
Wpft ^(eful pofPtio^ of the fpqU. $i|c d^y^ JQur* 
fiey to the northreaft qS Medina, th? !^^cieIlt 
an,4 weajithy town qf Ct^^Var wai t\^f (ff^t ff tft« 
)ewifli power in Arabia ; the territory, ? fertile 
fpol; in the 4efert, vra^. f:QV€if^ with plantatiou^ 
and ^att)e9 ^nd protected by ^ghft caftle$, £om« 
of which were e(idetped o^ impregn9.bl^ (jtrength. 
The forces of Mahofnet confined <9f twa 
hundred horfe and fp^rte^n hundred foot: in 
the fucceffion of eight regqlar and painful ftege^ 
they were expofed to dafiger^ m^ fati^He^ an4 
hunger ; and the moft undaunted chiefs ddpaired 
of the event. The apoftle revived their faith 
and courage by the example of AU, on whom 
he beftowed the furpsii^e 9^ ^hf hioji of God : 
perhaps we may beUeve that an fijehi^w !5hf^«a-* 
pion of gigantic i^itture |vag cloven ^ the <;heft 
by his irrefiftible feyvi^jir ^ h^t we c5^»ot praife 
the modefty of romance, which reprefents him 
as tearing from it$ hingee the gate of a fortrefs, 
and wielding the pondeifpus buckler in his left 

hand 
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die town of Ghaibar fiibmiteed to the yoke. 
The dlief of the tribe was tcirturcd^ in the 
prefence of M^iomet^ to force a confefltM of 
hi& hidden treafurc : the induftry of the fliep- 
berds and hufbandmen was rewarded with a 
precaridufr toleration : th^ were permitted, To 
long as it (hould pleafe the conqueror, to im- 
prove their patrimony, ia eqiial ihares, for kis 
emolument and their own. Under the reign of 
Omar, the Jews of Chaibar were tranfplanted to 
Swia; and the caHph alJedged the injunction of 
his dying mafter, that one and the true refi- 
^on fiiould be profeited in his native land of 
Arabia (137). 

Five times each day the eyes of Mahomet sobmiflioa 
were turned towards Mecca (138), and he was ^^^f^*^/ 
urged by the mod facred and powerful motives 
to revifit, as a conqueror, the (jity aiid thie 
temple from whence he had been driven as an 
exile. The Caaba was prefent tb his waking 
and fleeping fancy: an idle dream was tranf- 
lated into viiion and pfophefy ; he unfurled the 
holy banner ; and a rafh prpmife of fucce^ 
too haftily dropped from the lips of the apoftle. 
His march from Medina to Mecca, difplayed 
the peaceful and folemn pomp of a pilgrimage : 
feventy camels chofen and bedecked for facri- 

(i3€) Ab^ Riife, the fennnt tf Mi^ipt, It UiA to ifSrm, thtbt 
hlinrelf, (ind fevep o^ber q^eo, «ft€ryr«rd9 triec), witi)OHt futcsfB, ^ 
move ^e fame gate from the grofnhd ( Abalfcdt, p. Sip)^ Aba Rafe was 
pn ^f-jtitpefs, bat )K«jQ yiit witoeff for A^P M9 I 

O37) '^^P baoifliiD^nt of the Jews is utftded by Elqiacjn (Hifl, Sara- ^ 
een. p. 9.) and the great Al Zabari (Gagnier, 'tota Si.' p. 'i^§'). Vet 
Kifbfifcr (^QieTcri^ion ^p TArabie^ p, 3*40 Wf^f^? *>»« rf>e Jnifi^ r^* 
li|ioii9 and Kareito fe€ty are jflill profeflfed bv the irjbe of Cbaibar^ anjd 
chat id tkie plodder «V ilie caravans, the diiciplcs of Moltes are the con* 
ipi^n%9^ of tliofe •f J^horoet. 

(138) Tjie fucceflive fleps of the. redui£tion ofhUxet are related by 
AbttlMa {p, 94^7/9^— loOk fOft*-iii.) aiid Uaginer(teffi. h p. i<^ 

9, io)y Abulpnaragitts (Dynaft. p. io'3.J. ' ' • - 

1^ . f^^^ 
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. ficCt preceded the van. ; the liKred territory vits 
, refpefted, and the captives were difmifled with- 
out lanfom to proclaim his clemency and devo* 
tion. But no fooner.did Mahomet defcend into 
. the plain, within a- day's journey of the city, 
than he exclaimed, ^^ they have cloathed diem* 
. *' felves with the (kins of tigers ;" the numbers 
and refolution of the Koreifli oppofed his pro- 
grefs ; and the roving Arabs of the def^it might 
defert or betray a leader whom they had fol- 
lowed for the hopes of fpoil. The intrepid fa* 
natic funk into a cool and cautious politician : 
he waved in the treaty his title of apdftle of 
God, concluded with the Koreiih and their al- 
lies a truce of ten years, engaged to reftore the 
fugitives of Mecca who fhould embrace his reli- 
gion, and ftipulated only, for the enfuing year, 
the humble privilege of entering the city as a 
friend, and of remaining three days to accom^ 
pli(h the rites of the pilgrimage. A cloud of 
Ihame and forrow hung on the retreat of the 
^Mufulmans, and their difappointment might 
juftly accufe the- feilure of a prophet who bad 
fo often appealed to the evidence of fuccefs. 
The faith aiid hope, of the pilgrims were re- 
kindled by the profpedl of Mecca : their fwords 
were Iheathed ; feven times in the footfteps of the 
appftle they encompalT^d the Caaba : the Korei^ 
bad retired to the hills, and Mahomet, aJFter the 
cuftomary facrifice, evacuated the city on the 
fourth day. The people was edified* by his dc^ 
votion ; the hoftile chiefs were awed or divided, 
or feduced ; and both C^led and Amrou, the 
future conquerors of Syria and Egypt, moft 
ieaibnably deferted the 'fmking caufe of idolatry* 
The power of Mahomet was^ encreafed by the 
fubmiifion of the Arabian tribes ; ten thoufand 
foldiers were affembled for the conqueft of Mec- 
ca,- and the idolaters, the weaker party, were 

eafily 
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eafily coim&ed of violating the truce. Enthn- 
fiafim and difdpline impelled the march and pre- 
ferved the fecret^ till the blase of ten thoul^d 
fires proclaimed to the afiomlhed Koreifli, the 
defign^ the approach^ and the irrefiftible force 
of the enemy. The haughty Abu Sophian pre* 
fented the keys of the city, admired the Tatiety 
of arms and enfigns that paffisd before him in 
review ; obferved that the fon of Abdallah had 
acquired a mighty kingdom, and confefled, 
under the fcymetar of Omar, that he viras the 
apoftle oir the true God. The return of Marius 
and Sylla was ftained with the blood of the 
Romans: the revenge of Mahomet was ftimo- 
lated by religious, zeal, and his injured followers 
were eager to execute or to prevent the order of 
a maffacre. Inftead of induing their paffions 
and his own (139), the viAorious exile forgave 
the guilt, and united the fadions, of Mecca. 
His troops, ia three divifions, marched into 
the dty : ^^ and twenty of the inhabitants 
were flain by the fword of Caled ; eleven men 
and fix women were profcribed by the fentence 
of Mahomet ; but he Uamed the cruelty of his 
lieutenant ; and feveral of the moft obnoxious 
viffcims were indebted for their lives to^his cle- 
mency or contempt. The chiefs of the Koreifli 
were proftrate at bis feet* ** What mercy can 
" you expeft from the luan whom you have 
" wronged ?" " We confide in the generofity 
^* of our kinfman.'' ** And you fliiill noj con- 
*^ fide ip vain : begone ! you are fafe, you are 

(139) After thf conq«eftof Mecca, the Mahomet of VpUaure ima- 
gines and perpetrates ihe mod horrid crimes.. The poet coafeiTes, that 
he is not fupportcd by the trvth of hiftorj, and can oiU| allege, que cpr 
li|i qui fait la gverrc i fa patrie an Qoip de Dieo, eft capable de tout 
(Oeuvies de Voltaire, torn. iv« p. 281.). The maiim is oeither chari- 
table nor pbilofopbic \ and fome reverence is fnrely dne to the fame of 
hfioes and the. religion of nstions. I «m informed that a Turkifh ani- 
ba(fador at Paris tf«a much fcandalized m the reprcfentation of this tif- 
gcdy. 
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^ jfret.'* The peopled Mecca deftRed their 
pardon hj tjie profdfioa oi Hfau^ ;^ aad after an 
exile of femn yeva, the fiigitiM< miffionarp vas 
inthroned as the prioee and prophet of bk naftiwe 
emmtry ( 140). But the. three hundred and 
6giW ido|& of tibe Caaba were ^nosiiaiouflj 
l^rc^en: die houfe of God veias purified and 
adoimed ; aa an example, to future timee, the 
apoftle again fulfilled the duties of a piijpim $ 
and a perpetual lav vas ena^ed that no unbe- 
liever ihoqld darQ to fet his foot ofi the territorjr 
of die holv city ( 141). 
conqaeft of The ccnqucft of Mecca determined the fidth 
^'^^o. ^^ obedience of the Airahian tnibes (14a); 
^9-^32* vthoy aocordiqg to the vieiffitodcs of forhinei 
had obeyed or difvqgarded the ek>qaenc» ov the 
aiims of the prophet. Indiffinrenefe for ritea and 
opinions (till marks the chara^^ f>f the Bedo- 
wo»s ; and ij:ic^ might accqit^ as loe£^ ay the^ 
bcddy the doArme of the Koran. Yet an ofa^ 
Bate remnant ftill adhered to the rej^ian and li» 
berty of their anceftors, and the vrar of Hanain 
derived a proper appellano|i from the idsky whom 
Mahomet Imd vowed to defttoy, a|id whom the 
confederates of Tayef had fworh to defend ( 143). 

(I4») THe MM^om^it d^e^rs (Mt( difpaic, wkai^ M*c«* "»M rc'^ 
doced bj force or contept (Ab|i|f€dft, p. 1P7, etGagbier td Ipcum) ; tnd 
tkix verbtl cotttraverfy is or ts mack MfK>itie*t« «• oar own tbout WSiliani 
the Crayvf r«r. 

(141) In exdpdiqg the ChriftUns fron) ((lepeniijruU of Arabia, the 
pfovifice of Hejas, or tke •avigatiett of the Red Sea, ChaiYliii (Voy- 
z^^B en Perfr, tomr iv« p. ^66,) aod Reiaod (Qjilleit' Mifcci). ^gni, iU. |k 
5*i ) are more rigid than the Mafi^Imaos thernfelvet. The Chrrfnans 
arr received withovt fcmpU iou> the (Mrfa of U<^ktt 9fld trfiopi Oed* 
da, and it is only the city and precin^Vs of Mecca that are inacceffible to 
the profane (Niebahr, Defcription de TArabte, p. 308, 30$. Voyage en 
Arable, com. i. p. 10$. 14^, dec.). 

(141) Abulfeda, p. lit— 11$. Gagnier, torn. iii. ^ ^7*^^88. 0*Her- 

beiot, MORAMMBO. 

(.143) The fiege of Tayef, dtvifion of (he (|)oll> Stc* are related by 
Aba^feda (p. 117—143 ); and Oagnier, (*ofn. iii. p. 88«— m.). It is 
At Jannabi who metitione the Oftginea and engliieeN of the tri^ of 
Daws. The fertile fpot of Tayef was foppol'ed to %e c piece of the laad 
of Syria detadied and dropt In the geoera) delug4e. 

Four 
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fmf tboufeii4 l^J»« IdvMiced with fecfccy 
?»4 fp4f 4 to fiwprttft ih« conqueror ^ they pitici 
?nd 4cfptied 1^ ^pute Aegligcncfi cif th« Ke*- 
reUbf l)ui %h^f ikp^nded on the vifhei^ and 
perh^ tAi^ Aid, of a people who had fo lately 
F^fiQv^«d tbeir god4» %ad bowed beneath the 
y^l^e^ of ihcvt CMtny, The banners of Medina 
^4 Meeea were difplayed by the prophet ; a 
crowd of Bedpv^em encreafed the Strength or 
^umbers q£ 4e army> and twelve thoufand Min 
fulfHs^ns entertained a raft and fmful prerump- 
tion f^f tbeir invincible ftrength. They defcend- 
^ ^ihout pre^autiSou into the vaiiey of Hn^ 
RW: the heights had been occupied by the 
mh^n Wid flingers of the confederates ; theit 
liuinber$ were oppreffed, their difciplinewai 
Coafomid^dy their courage was appalled^ and the 
Kotelft fqiiled at theh* impending deilruilion. 
Tb^ ptopbet, on his white mule, was encom^ 
f^^ by the enetnies; he attempted to ru(h 
agaifift their fpeart in fearch of a glorious death i 
ten of hifi faithful companions interpofed their 
weapons and their breads; three of thefe fell 
dead at bis feet : " O my brethren/' he rc^ 
peatedly cried with forrow and indignation, 
^^ I am the fon of Abdallah, I am the apoftle of 
^* truth ! O man ftand faft in the faith ! O God 
^* fend down thy fuccpur !** His uncle Abbas, 
who, like the heroes of Homer, excelled in the 
loudnefs of bis voice, made the valley refound 
with the recital of the gifts and promifes of 
God : the flying Modems returned from all fides 
to the holy ftandard ; and Mahomet obferved 
with pleafure, that the furnace was again re« 
kindled : his condud and example reftored the 
^Ule, and he animated his viftorious troops 
(o inflii^t a mercilefs revenge on the authors of 
their (hame. From the field of Honain, he 
birched without delay to the fiege of Taycf, 

fixty 
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fixty miles to ihe fouth-eaft of Mecca, afortrefs 
of ftrengthy whofe fertile lands produce the fruits 
of Syria in the midft of the Arabian defert. A 
friendly tribe, inftruded (I know not how) in 
the art of fieges, fupplied him. with a train of 
battering rams and military engines, with a bo- 
dy of five hundred artificers. But it was in vain 
that he offered freedom to the flaves of Tayef ; 
that he violated his own laws by the extirpation 
of the fruit-trees ; that the ground was opened 
by the miners ; that the breach was aflaulted by 
the troops. After a fiege of twenty days, the 
prophet founded a retreat, but he retreated with 
a fohg of devout triumph, and affefbed ta pray 
for the repentance and fafety of the unbelieving 
city. The fpoil of this fortunate expedition 
amounted to fix thoufand captives, twenty-four 
thoufand camels, forty thoufand (heep, and four 
thoufand ounces of filver: a tribe who had 
fought at Honain, redeemed their prifoners by 
the facrifice of their idols ; but Mahomet com- 
penfated the lofs, by refigning to the foldiers 
his fifth of the plunder, and wifhed for their 
fake, that he poffefTed as many head of cattle as 
there were trees in the province of Tehama. In- 
ftead of chaftifing the difaffe&ion of the Koreifh, 
he endeavoured to cut out their tongues (his 
own expreffion), and to fecure their attachment 
by a fuperior meafure of liberality ; Abu So- 
phian alone was prefented with tnree hundred 
camels and twenty ounces of filver ; and Mecca 
was fincerely converted to the profitable religion 
of the Koran. The fugitives and auxiliaries com- 
plained, that they who had borne the burthen 
were negleded in the feafon of viftory. ** Alas,'* 
replied their artful leader, ** fuffer me to con^ 
** ciliate thefe recent enemies, thefe doubtful 
""^ profelytes, by the gift of fome periihable 
♦' goods, To your guard I entruft my life and 
% *' fortunes. 
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" fortunes. Tou ate the companions of my 

^^ exile» of my kingdom, of my paradife/' He 

was followed by the deputies of Tayef, who 

dreaded the repetition of a fiege. *^ Grant us, 

^' O apollle of God ! a truce of three years, 

" with the toleration of our ancient wormip.*' 

" Not a month, not an hour/' " Excufe us 

" at Veaft from the obligation of prayer/' With- 

" out prayer religion is of na avail/' They 

fubmitted in filenpe; their temples were de- 

moliihed, and the fame fentence of deftrudion 

was executed on all the idols of Arabia. His 

lieutenants, on the Ihores of the Red Sea, the 

Ocean, and the Gulf of Perfia, were faluted 

by the acclamations of a faithful people ; and 

the ambafladors who knelt before the throne of 

Medina, were as numerous (fays the Arabian 

proverb) as the dates that fall from the maturity 

of a palm*tree. The nation fubmitted to the 

God and the fceptre of Mahomet: the oppro* 

brious name of tribute was aboliflied : the 

fpontaneous or relu&ant oblations of alms and 

tithes were applied to the fervice of religion : 

and one hundred and fourteen thoufand Mof* 

lems accompanied the laft pilgrimage of the 

apoftle (144). 

When HeracUus returned in triumph fromPirft warof 
the Perfian war, he entertained, at Emefa, onej^tttlf* 
of the ambaffadors of Mahomet, who invited •g*<Bft t^« 
the princes and nations of the earth to the pro-Jl^eT"*" 
feiTion of lilam. On this foundation the zeal ^^-^^^t 
of the Arabians has fuppofed the fecret convcr-^^^' 
fion of the Chriftian emperor: the vanity of 
the Greeks has.fei^ed ar perfonal vifit ot the 
prince of Medina, who accepted from the royal 

(144) The laft conqiiefl* and pilgrim tge of Mahomet arc contained 
in Abulfeda {p. ui— 133 }, Oagnier (torn. iii. p. 119—119.)^ filmacia 
\P' 10, If.), Abulpharagias (p idj.). ■ The ixth of the Hegtra waa 
%Ied the Ytf ar of Bmbaifiea (Cas&kr, • Hot. ad Abolfed. p. 1 1 1 . ). 

bounty 
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bcranity a ridi dofoata, and a fecure t€WiPLty in 
die pfovin€c of Syria (145). But ihe l^fe^d. 
fliip of Heraclifas and Mahomet '<ms of fli6rt con^ 
timiance : the new religion had iafiaiiiNsd ^athe^ 
than aflWaged the rapatieufc fpiAt of the Sat^oehs ; 
ihd die marder of an etivoy affcAKkd a det'eril 
pretence for invading^ with three thmifamd fol- 
diersy the toFritofy of F^l^&k^ dbtft ext^g»d« to 
the eaftWahd <^* the JordaA. The hcdy b^^er 
was entrufted to Zend ; and fu^h t^as «he djfci- 
pime Kir entkifiafm of the rtfmg ft^, Ihat the^ 
aobleft cHkA fdrvad, witb(^ii^ rd^adsu^ce, vki4er 
tbfe flam df ihe^l-o^hdt. On th^ evant df his 
deceafe^ jaaiar and Abdaikiih wer^ fucceffi^ely 
hkAitixied ^ ^tbe odmsnlsid $ aft»d if the three 
ilioaki p^riA m ilie ititr^ ^be trtA^ vi^b au- 
tkorifedvta iie& thtit Jgemerah The tkre^ 4eafd. 
ons wmiflainrin th^ batdt of Mut^ <^4^)f ^^ 
fifft milibefy oeSlidn w^bifch tiidA the valdur pf^hc 
Moflems^ agail»ft a lereign^dHfamy. Zdd fell, 
like afoUitityia Axr forettibft rank$: «he tkfatli 
of Jaasifalr. teas ih^f6i€ a»d M^fEioTdbi^ j ht l<^ 
his rightxhtadv 4ie Mft^d tlh^ft^&datd 'td his 
leit; the I1& wsis ftrvtstiel #oln hife l><^; h^ 
embraced .^heft^^fdtard with ihisf >bl€«diiftg ^ft^iM^^s^ 
till he was transfixed to the ground wkh f^fty 
honotrdbtcwduncis. ^^ -AdvjWteb, drf^d AbdaK 
lafa, whD.fttpfxfcd mto th^ ^aeknc plal3^, •*^^^. 
" vance with gtoffidtoctt ;^«ithw niddf y o» pa« 
*< radife^is^^odtiCwn.-* Tfe* ittuce <tf a ftdflidn 
dlsdded (chdiaitdriiative^^ buS'^e fellii^^ 
•^ waswfbulair'b^ GMdd^: t^wji^i^lyte ^^ ^Wd^^ : 
nine fwimis^^ were ismk^eit'ifi 41^ h knid bis 

i^iout Jwklvftobd^ahd'ref)iittfcRi '^^^^ 



(14$) Comptre thebigotted Al Janntbi (apod Cagnicr, tom. H. p. 




iSb—i'bA.j.'aod Gagnier (torn. . H^^P^^^T^^-)* -MAii»< ,(»tys Tbcjo- 

bers 
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bers of the ChxiikkM. In the noiSliirnil ccAmdi 
of the camp he was chofi^ to coxiimand : his 
fldlfiil evolutions of the ^yuiug day fecured 
either the vi^ry^r the retreat of the Saracens; 
and Caled is renowned amoAg Ms brethren and 
his enemies by the glorioiiis appellation 6{ the 
Sw^rd jf God. In the ^illpit, Mahomet def- 
cribed, ^ith piV^^ic rapt^ure^ the crowns of 
the blefled martyrs ; but in privatte he beitrayed 
the feelingi 6f human nature : he Hvas fiiqtrUbd 
as he wept over the daughter .of Zeid : ^* What 
^ do I fee ?'' faid thfe aflomfiied votary. '' Yioa 
^^ fee/' replied the apoftfo,.'* t friend^ who is 
*^ deploriag, the k>fsr of his moft faithful rfriend.^ 
Afrer the ccinqueft bf Mecca the hireitipi tsi 
Arabia a^eded to pirevibnit die hoftile piepara^ 
tions oi HeracliUs; and felenutly pro<^iaimed 
w^ agaialt the Romuis^ Wfthout attempting td 
di%u^ the hardfbips ahd dangers of khe tktot^ 
prife (147). TheMoAertis were difcouragedt 
tfatey aUei^ed the wantcf mbney, or horUss, or 
provifions: tfae^feaibn 6f harv^ft^ and the ioto^^ 
ietable hieat of the iUmmcir:^ Hell is muoh 
*' hotter/' iaid the indignant ^^ihet. Hedif- 
daiffeed ^CKdbn^pel their fhrvioe $ Imt tm his return 
be^dmoisflMfl the moft iguilty^ by an excorti^ 
mtftuda(iidn«t)f fifty days. Thdf defertion eni' 
hancdd idle merit of Abubeker, Othman, and 
the faithful companions who devoted their lives 
aikl foi^ui^^ ; ^nd MaWomrt difphty^d his ban- 
her at the heado^ ten thoufand horfe and twenty 
ihoufand fodt. Puhifol indeed wis the diflrcfe 
of the march : lalflitude and thirft were eggra* 
Vated b!f the fcbfChitfg artd.peffilenrial winds of 

Atmlfcdft (Vic;. MdWto. p. f25'^ift7)'atla Gigirfer (Vie (fe lidaboiuec, 
•dm. iK/ V. 1^«*t^l> j *^ ^^ J"«*c *<he ^iT^Mlakge *f api^eklhig to the 
•riglrfftJ^e«fdebC0#f tfi^ KiMlUi-{€. ^.>. 1^4* i^*>> wHh Saie*s leftrlaed 
and rational nocec 

the 
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the defert : ten men rode hy turns on the fame 
camel ; and they were reduced to the (hameful 
neceffity of drinking the water frOm the bcUy of 
that ufefut animah In the mid-way, ten days 
journey from Medina and Damafcos, they re^- 
pofed near the grove and fountain^ of Tabuc. 
S^ond that place^ Mahomet declined the pro- 
fecution of the war* he declared himfelf fatisfied 
with the peaceful intentions, he was more proba* 
bly daunted by the martial array, of the emperor 
of thcEaft. But the adive and intrepid Caled 
ipread around the terror of bis name; and the 
prophet received the fubmiffion of the tribes and 
dties, from the Euphrates to Ailah, at the head 
of the Red Sea. To his Chriftian fubjedts^ Ma- 
homet readily granted the fecurity of their per- 
fons, the freedom of their trade, the property of 
their goods, and the toleration of their worfliip. 
( 148). The weaknefs of their Arabian brethren 
bad reftrained them from oppofing his ambiti- 
on ^ the difciples of Jefus were endeared to the 
enemy of the Jews ;> and it was the intereft of a 
conqueror to propofe a fair caiMtulation to the 
moil powerful religion of the earth. 
D,^ of Till the age of fixty-thrcc years, the ftrengtb 
Mahome% of Mahomct was equal to the temporal and (pi- 
jtJ^'7!^* ritual fatigues of his miifion. His epileptic fits, 
an abfurd calumny of the Greeks, would be an 

(148) The Dipkma JicuritatU Mea/hut^ it actefted b)t AhaKd Bea 
Jo^pK, and the aothor XJhri S^UnJormm (Gagnier* Not. ad Abvlfedami 
pb laj.)) but Abulfeda bimCeli^ as well at Elmacin (Hift Saracen, p. 
11), tbongfar he owns Mahomet** regard for the Chriftiaaft (p. 13.), ooly 
ineocioos peace and tribate. In the year 16^0, Sionita publiflied at Paris 
the text aod vcrfion of Mahoniet'a patent in fatoor of the Chrtftiaot i 
which was admitted and reprobated by the oppofite ufic o( Salmtfiat aod 
Crotius (Ba^Ie, M AtfOiff«T. Rem. A A.). Hottin^r dottbts of iu av 
tbentkity (Ht(f. Orieot. p.. 137.) t Renaodot orget the confent of the 
Mahometaoa (Hift. Patriarch. Alex..p* 169^-); h«t MoSieim(Hift, Ecclcf. 
p. 144.) (hews the fatiUty of their opinion, and-incHnes to believe it fpu- 
riottt. Yet Abulpharagiut aoote* the impoftor*f trea^ with the Nef- 
toriao patriarch (A(reiQao.,Bibliot. Orieat. toouii* p* 4lS*)* ^Hit Abol* 
pharagios waa primate of the Jacobltci* 

objeS 
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object of pity rather than abhorrence (149) ; but 
he ferioufly believed that he *was poiibned at 
Chaibar by the revenge of a Jewiih female (150). 
During four years, the health of the prophet de- 
clined; his infirmities encreafed; but his mortal 
difeafe was a fever of fourteen days, which de- 
prived him by intervals of the ufe of reafon« As 
foon as he was confcions of his danger, he edifi-* 
ed his brethren by the humility of his virtue or 
penitence. ^^ IF there be any man/* faid the 
apoftic from the pulpit, ^< whom I have unjuftly 
^^ fcourged, I fubmit my own back to the la(h 
^^ of retaliation. Have I afperfed the reputation 
^ of a Mufulman ? let him proclaim n^ faults -in 
^ the face of the congregation. Has any one 
*^ bcendefpoilcdof his goods? the little that I 
^< p(^efs (hall compenfate the principal and the 
** intereft of the debt/* ** Yes,*' replied a 
** voice from the crowd, ** I am entitled to 
^ three drams of diver." Mahomet heard the 
complaint, fatisfied the demand, and thanked 
bis creditor for accufing him in this world rather 
than at the day of judgment. He beheld with 
temperate firmnefs the approach of death ; en« 
franchifed his flaves (feventeen men, as they are 
named, and eleven women) ; minutely directed 
the order of his funeral, and moderated the la- 
mentauons of his weeping friends, on whom he 

I 

(149) The eptiepry, or ftlting-ficknefs, of Mahomet, is afTerftd by 
The-phsnet, Zonaras, and the reft ot the Greeks 9 and is greedily fwal- 
lowed by the grofs bigotry of Hottinger (Hift. Orient, p. 10, ii.), Pri* 
deaax (Lifeof ftlahomet, p. ii.)- ^nd Marscci (torn, ii.), Alcoran (p. 
762, 763.). The titles (the^0rapj*ed'Upy the covered) oi two chapter* 
of the Koran (73, 74), caa hardly be lYrained to fucb an ioterpretaiion ^ 
the fiicoce, the ignorance of the Mahometan commentators, is more 
cooclttiive than the moll peremptory denial ; and the charitable iide is 
efpoufed by Ockiey (Hill, of the Saraceniy torn, t. p. 301.), Oagnier (ad 
Abulfed^ p. 9. Vie de Mahomet, tpm. i. p. nS), and Sale (Koran, p. 
469— 474)- 

( I (o) This poifbn (more ignomidiods fiote it was offered as a teft of 
his prophetic -knowledge) is trankiy confeijed by his zealous votaries^ 
AbalFeda (p. 9t.)> *n<l ^^ Jannabi (apud Oagniery torn. ii. p.' a86— 
a88.). 

Vol. IX. T beftowed 



27* THE DECLINE AND FALL 

bcftowed the benediOiion of peace. Till the 
third day before his deaths he regularly perform* 
edthc fundion of public prayer: the choice oC 
Abttbekcr to fupply his place, appeared to mark 
that ancient and faithful friend as his fucc^or in 
the facerdotal and regal: office ; but he prudently 
declined the riik and envy of a more explicit no- 
mination. At a moment when his faculties were 
vifibly impaired^ he called for pen and ink, to 
write^ or, more properly, to didate, a divine 
book, the .fnm and accomplifhrnent ofi all his 
revelations: a difpute arofe in the chamber, 
^ whether he Ihould be allowed to fuperfedc the 
HFUthority of the Koran ; and the prophet was 
forced to reprove the indecent vehemence of 
bis diiciples. If the flight^ credit may be af- 
fordedtto. the traditions of his wives and com- 
pailions, he maintained; in. the bofom of his 
family,, and to the lafb nu)ments of his life, the 
dignity of an.apoftie and the faith of an enthu- 
fia&; defcribed the vifits of Gabriel, bade 
an. evcrJafting farewei to the earthy and cj^pref- 
fed bib lively confidence, not only of the mercy, 
but of the favour^ of the Supreme Being. In 
a familiar difcourfc he had mentioned his fpecial 
prerogative, that the angel of death was not zU 
lowed to take his foul till be had refpedtfuliy 
aiked the permilfion of the pnophet. The re* 
queft was granted ; and Mahomet immediately 
fell into the agony of his difiblution : his head 
was reclined on the lap of Ayedia^ the beft be* 
loved of all his i^rives ; he fainted with the vi- 
olence of pain ( recovering his fpirits^ he ruied 
his eyes towards the roof of the houfe, and, with 
a fteady look,, though a faultering voice, uttered 
the laft broken, though articulate words : ** O 

^ God4 pardon my fins. • • . . Yes, . . * • 

** I come, ..... among my fcUoWrCitizcns on 
^^ high :'* and thus peaceably expired on a carpet 

'^read 
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fpr;ead ^pos the floor* . An expcdii^ion. fpr> ,4li^ 
conqueft cf Syria was ftoppcd by this mournful 
<5vem : the :trmy t)aUe4 sit the gate? of Mtcciina ; 
the tWi^i^yf^n 3Jlfipi>ted round their,, idyk^ 
j«^fte-r. The city, mor^c efpedally the houjfi?, 
i>f rh^ prophet was; ^ focne of cla$norous.lQrr<>\y 
f>r gienc dffpa^r : faDH^ipifrB alone could iaiggeft 
a ray of hope a^ oonfolacio^. *' How cw be. 
** be dead, our witnefsv ^^.r interce^ra . our 
'* naeiiiator, w^th Cod ? By God be is not d«d} 
•* like Mofj?&. aujd Jefus he is wrapt in a holy 
'* .trance, a^d fpeedily. ^iU be return f^ hU 
** faifhful people/* The evidence of fcnfc wa« 
difregatded i and Omar, ui^athia^g hi« {qy^ 
nietar^ ttirera^te^ved to f|tfiic.e off the heads of tbf 
infidels, \rho .flipiild dare t^ aiirp^ that tbe F<>^ 
phjst wa^ ii.o 4;aore* Tbe tumuli was appea^4 
i>y the we^b^t and inoder^^i^tion pf Abid>ei^er« 
** Is it I4ab4pia>et,*' faid be to Omar .^nd tb^ 
TOulikwlc, ♦* or tbc God of Mahomet, whoiu 
*' you worfhip. Thp God of Mahomft tvff:iix 
*^ for ^yer,^ biH tbc apoftle .was a mortal li^ 
*« oorielves^ and alxprding to. bis .own pr.ediCr 
*^ Iticko, he bas cxperieiiqed t^e cpmoxon fatqpf 
*' xDortal^ty.*' He was pioufly intejred by jth^ 
)iand9 of; bis n^areil kinfmau, pp the f^mc fpof 
P9 wliich be f^pircd (15^) } Medina has Jjeci^ 
iandlfted bjr tbe death and borii^l of Mabaal;e^j^ 
and tbe if^n^meraible pl^gxiuis af Mecca, pfteQ 
Mm afide fr<M» the way, ,to bow, in vojuiwary 



(i^t) The'Oretlct aertf Litioii b«re ioTeatin^Mid fropifttedUh^ vql«- 
ftlt «fi^ r4dictt)««8{N>r]r, that Mahotni^i iro*<tMb i% fofpeoded iff C^ 
tit «c /khcfa '(ri}/ti« >iiTiw^C*HI*^** LftMitc^»*ClMUooGohdyl«« '4e Rcinn 
TvFcr<<lsy 1. ttf. i». 60 }, yf «)kc«AMMi irf o^«af and petiot -loadftones 
(Oi£tionniire de Bayle^ Mabomij, Rem. EE. PP.). WM^ut laiiy )«b^ 
loroitMcat enoAiflei,' k DMiy' fiifficc^ fhac, %. ^The prophet wa»'n^C buVied 
ttfAic^ i ft6d, t; That hii^rfibftt Medina, wlkkJh 'h«ia4>«eo''vtiiied ^ 
m^nibiky, it p>i«edi>fr tike rreiurtd (Ueiatid 4e tMg. MoNa»; l>^i. c; tj^. 
p. ^05— ill'), C»^ier<Vie de Wafcbrtiee, iom. HJ.^i ttf^-^-aW.). 



devotion 
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devotion (152), before the fitnple tomb of the 
prophet (153). 
Hit chM At the conclufion of the life of Mahomet, it 
may perhaps be expeded, that I (hoiild balance 
his faults and virtues, that I fhould decide whe- 
ther die title of enthufiaft or impoftor more pro- 
perly belongs to that extraordinary man. Had 
.1 been intimately converfant with the fon of Ab- 
dallah, the tafk would ftill be difficulty and the 
fuccefs uncertain: at the diftance of twelve 
centuries, I darkly contemplate his Ihade through 
a cloud of religious inceme ; and could I truly 
delineate the portrait of an hour, the fleeting re- 
femblance would not equally apply to the foli- 
tary of mount Hera, to the preacher of Mecca, 
and to the conqueror of Arabia. The author 
of a mighty revolution appears to have been en- 
dowed with a pious and contemplative difpofi- 
tion : fo foon as marriage had raifed him above 
the preflure of want, he avoided the paths of 
ambition and avarice ; and till the age of forty, 
he lived with innocence, and would have died 
without a name. The unity of God is an idea 
mod c6ngenial to nature and reafon; and a 
flight converfation with the Jews and Qiriftians 
would teach him to defpife and deteft the idola- 
try of Mecca. ' It was die duty of a man and a 
citizen to impart the dodrine of falvation, to 
tefcue his country from the dominion of fin and 
error. The energy of a mind inceflantly bent 

(i^i) Al Jaanabi eiiomerttcs (Vi« de Mahomet, torn. iii. p. 371— 
391 ) tb^ miltiftrioo* dptic* of a piigrim wlio vifits the tombs of the 
■prophet and hit ooropaoiooa » anl the learned ctfaitt decides, that this 
eifik of d«V9Uoa is ocueft in oblteatioo and merit to a divine precept. 
The do£lor» are divided whjchy of Mccct or Medina, be the mod ejc- 
ceHcnt(f. 39<— J04.). 

r. . (j <}) Tfaf la(| liikoef^ dcfth, «id burial of Mahomet, are defcrthed 
by Abulfude and Oagnicr (Vit. Mofaam. p. 13 3*- 141. Vie de Mabo- 
mH^ «ND. iii. p«.t«o— ^7l.)« The moll private and intcrellinr circwn* 
ftances,«ere originally received from Ayeflia , AH, the Ions of Abbas, Src; 
and as they dwelt at Medina, and (brvived die prophet many years, they 
mi^t i«pe»t the pious ule to a fe^ood or third genoratioo of pilgrims. 
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on the fame object, would convert a general obv 
ligation into a particular call ; the warm Tug^ 
geftions of the underftanding or the fancy^ 
would be felt as the infpirations of heaven:; the 
labour of thought would expire in rapture and 
viiion; and the inward fenfation, the invifible 
monitor, would be defcribed with the form aifil 
attributes of an angel of God (154^. From 
enthufiafm to impofture, the ftep is perilous and 
flippery : the dsmon of Socrates (155) aflbbdsii 
memorable inftance, how a wife man may de«> 
ceive himfelf, how a good man may d^eive 
others, how the confcience may ilumber in-a 
mixed and middle ftate between felf-iilufionaiid 
voluntary fraud. Charity may believe • that the 
original motives of Mahomet were - thofe . of 
pure and genuine benevolence; but a hun](an 
miffionary is incapable of cherifliing; the: obil£> 
nate unbelievers who rqefk his claims, de%ife 
his arguments, and perfecute his life ;; heimight 
forgive his perfonal adverlaries, he may lawfuU^ 
hate the enemies of God; the ftem paffionsjof 
pride and revenge were kindled in the faofooboT 
Mahomet, and he fighed, like the proph^jof - 

(i$4) The Cbrifti«iis> ralUy Movgh, htve tffigned to.M^pdiel^« 
fame pigeon^ that feemcd to Moead from heaven ao<t mhifper in hit ear, 
As this pretended miracte is urged by Grotiiis (de Veritate . RclkponSI 
Chriftitnc)) his Arabic tranflttor, the learned Pocock, eaqniicd v, im 
die naniies of his aothors; and Grotios confefled* that it is unlEttown t^ 
the Mahometans tbeoofelves. Left it flioold provoke their iad^acioe 
and l«aghter, the pious lU is fnpprefled in the Arj|d>ic verfion ( .bnt it has 
maintained an editing ph^e m the nnmerons editions of the Latin ittt 
(Pooock, Specimen Hift. Arabum, p. . i8^, 187. Eeland,' de >Reiisiw% 
^oham. I# ii.c. 39. p. i$9— z6%.)* 

(1(5) Efts* hrwn i^tf ta •w^ock^a/uiiw, ^tn rt( yiymf*^ k JittV 
ytrrrtu ojri tvtnrfnru fu nrre i $» fJxKtt vpicTTiiv, irforfMii U [Wt^ 
(Plato, in Apolog. Socrat. c 19. p. i&i, lai. edit. Fifcher)* The fa- 
miliar examples, which 6ocrates urges in his Dialogue with ' Theages 
(Platon. Opera, torn. I. p. 118, t%^ edit. Hen* Stephen.), are beyond the 
reach of human fbre6ght $ and the divine infpiratioo (the ^a^fs^iw) of 
ihephiioibpher, is clearly taught in the Menaorabilia of Xeaophon. The 
ideas of the raoft rational Platonifts are exprefled by Cicero (de Divinat» 
i. s4.) and in the zivtb and zv^l^ PiiTcrutions of Maximus of. Tyre (p, 
%^y^\1%^ edit Davis). 

Niniveh, 
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liKnlveh, for the deftriiaioH of ifa^ xtXiAk ^dtt 
he had: conddniiledi The isjpiUce ^ l^tca^ 
;md.lhejdbok6 of Medina, transfdmd^d the ckir 
x^n inter a f^ince^ the hiimUe pre^lief idtd the 
tnder df anmes j bet hi^ f^ord wits <;citfectat- 
ed bi^ the ^ainple of the faints^ aAd tber£aim6 
Dod'iadii6 alBifts .ai.MM trot Id trith peftileiice 
and iarthquake^^ iliigbt in%»e for theifr conver- 
fiofi or obaftifemetit the Talonr of \m fervaiits. 
in thdientercifb of piotitieal governmetit^ he vf^t 
compelled to abate of th^ fUrn f igobt of fana- 
ticifm^Ato comply iii fome meafure with tte pre- 
jud3ce8>and pafHons of bis follow^^s, t&A fo em* 
)>byeven the vices of mankind as the inftru* 
noieins of (bcir falvation. The ale of fraud and 
|ierfidyy of cruelty and injoflkev f»tt^ often 
fufafesvient t6 die pronagation of di^ faidf : and 
Mabomet comitianded or Upproved th^ a^Ufina- 
ticqpijdf the j^iws and idolators who had ^c^ped 
fd^mith^ field of bdttle* ijSy the ref^rion of 
fubh'iu£ts| the dharaCUr of Mahomeft nuift hate 
^cn. gradually ftaincid^ ai^ the influence of 
Tookfiarhidous habits wonid be p€>oi1y c-ompen* 
fatediby t)ie pra&ice of th^ perfonal and focial 
virtues which are neceffary to maintain the repu* 
tdt!drt':df;?[, PTqJ*et among his .fi^ft^ries' tM 
iSi^&i.XQt nh lail year«9 ambttion wa» the 
fjtilfti^aff^on i arid a poKtidan will fufpeS, that 
iie^Wfietiy fmiled (tfc viaoriotis impoftor1> at 
tJil^^^tiAtifi^fm of ht$ youth and the credulity of 
iii&pttofelytes (i56)» A philof^pher will obferve, 
tba^ /^^r credulity and his fuccefs, would tend 
fBore; ftrongly to fortify the afftttancre of his di' 
;v,ine .mitmony that. b!a .mteteil and re%ion were 
ififwatably cOftftedW, and that* hte confcienc^ 
wbiilSL be iootbed by the perfuaiion^ that he 

' \ I §^V Tii Tome palTage of his votuminoar writiiigs, VoI^t|re comparet 
tl^ pr«plH^r in his old tge, to a fskir : ** qui d^tachc U chaiod de fba 
#* ctiu'pd^r'vn donnf r fur let oieiUes i Tct ponfrefei/* 

alone 
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uJbme ^wm afbTdinnl by the Dcily Inten (the oMU 
^dda of poficnre and moral ]z^s. If be r^- 
tadftad any vef%e of ius ttaiare itmocencj^, libe 
fi» of Mahomet miy be allowed a^ ia. etiiiiieiic^ 
of hii l&ioerity. In tlis fujsport of tr^tJl, tb# 
arts* of fnxd and fi£Uon Jhay be deetee^ ^£s 
criminal; and be would have ftart^ ^ .itNS 
foulneis of the mekas^ had be. not bee9fc/at{$fi|e4 
of the importance and jaftice of the end. ^ven 
in a conqueror o)r a prieft^ I can furprlft 2L,Tf<^fd 
or action of nnaffefted humanity ; mA t})e de- 
cree of MafaoHQciet, that, in the 41^ of ca^pftiyes, 
the mothers &ould neiiier be fe|>aKate() /r^w^ 
their children^ nuy fq^end or mo^ratie ^ 
(Cenfiire of dietiiftonan(r;57); ' . :; 

Hie good feofe of Mah0niet(f56) de^^i^ Private life 
Ac pomp of royalty : the apoiUe of tjodfub-^^^*^^""'- 
nu^d to the meidal offices of the &p^ly : Ite 
kindled the fire, fwept the: floor, mtjl^d the 
Mr^&9 and mended m^ bis cfim hands k»& Oioes 
aiiid his woollen garment* Difdainii^ ,^ pe- 
niuice and merit of an hermit^ h^ ^bf^rv^d 
without effort or ▼ahify, the ^hbftemious 4i^ of 
an Arab and k dbldicr. Omiblemn oc(SLfi9.ns he 
fedAed hb^mpamom mA rnftic aAd hc^j^t^e 
fleM^i 4Ait in 3m domc^ic life, Jim&f:w^s 
would ^la^ without aifireilseingJduQdlii^i)^ the 
hearth 4n die pro{diev . T^M^jUHctodj^i^ of 
wiM wit wnfctrntd by bis eximple ; :hit hn^gfr 
wai ap^fed with aiparfatg alksiwatoC^ barley- 

fa fr) Qpgtfkt rtilfB^ with tkt*Ufrf Kti|<wru»i, p«(i, ihiBbufrjti.e'iaw 
of the prophet, and the lYiurdert i^f Caab, loia Sophiah,' ^bidr he 
prmr^pttd iflt) ftpprov^ {V'\€ de MAh^fnTet, loni. it. f. j6^. ^ji, col^) 

ict^) For the donMaic 4ife Af Adifhtfinety c^ofult Q^gnier, and the 
coritfpooding chapters of Abo'iredai for Ki« diet (tortf. ifi. p\ 'I85— i8^.)i 
his children (p. 189. 489.) > hit wive* (p. 190— 303 ) J his mtrriage with 
Z^iiieb (losti. iii. p. c^-'-ifo.) ; his^fa(»Br with h^^ryif^- 50^^309 ) » 
the falfe accufaiionof Ayeflit ^p. 1 ad— 189.). The mn(l ohginal evi. 
deuce <»f the ihiee l»il tranfaAioftH is contained io t^e xsivth, ')(xxiii<^Y 
«iid txvi<l> chapters of IbeKorao, with Salens Coixiroeni»ry. Pride.aux 
(Life of Mahomet^ ip.'&)---90*) and Maracci (t*fodrom. Aljporan, part 
}v, p 49-'59 ) btve malicioufty exaggerated the fiailtiet of Mahomet. 

bread ; 
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bread; hd delighted in the tafte of mflk and 
honey : but his ordinary food confifted of dates 
and water. Perfumes and women were the two 
fenfual enjoyments which his nature required 
and his religion did not forbid ; and Mahomet 
affirmed, that the fervour of his devotion was 
encreafed by thefe innocent pleafures. The heat 
of the climate inflames the blood of the Arabs ; 
and their libidinous complexion has been notic* 
cd by the writers of antiquity (159). ITieir in* 
continence was regulated by the civil andrteligl* 
ous laws of the Koran : their inceftuoiis alliances 
were bUmed, the boundlefs licence of polygsimy 
was reduced to four legitimate wives or concu- 
bines ; their rights; both of bed and of dowry, 
were equitably determined ; the freedom of di- 
vorce was difcouraged, adultery was condemned 
as a capital offence, and fornication, in either 
fex, was puQlfhed with an.hundred ftrtp^s (160)* 
Such were the calm and rational preempts of the 
legiflator : but in his private conda£i;y Mahomet 
indulged the appetites of a man, andiabufed the 
claims of a prophet. .A fpecial revdation diT* 
penfed him from the laws which he had impofed 
on his nation; the female fex, without referve, 
was abandoned to his defires; and this.fingular 
prerogative excited. the envy, rather than the 
fcandal, the veneration, rather than t]ie wvy, of 
ianswivei» the devout Mufulmans^ If we remember the fe* 
ven hundred wivejs 2md three himdred concubines 
of the wife Soloman, we fhall applaud the mo^ 
defty of the Arabian who efpoufed no more than 
feventeen or fifteen wiv^s; eleven are numerated 
who occupied at Mi^dina their feparate apart- 

(1^9) locredibtle eftqtio tiirfore ipnd ens in VeBerem tttcrqne folvieor 
(etw (Ammitn. Marcellio. J. xiv. c 4. 

(160) Sale (PreliniiDtry Difcovrle, p. i^i-^izj.) ban recftpitnUted 
the Iaw8of mtrriage, divorce,' &c. % and the corioas reader of Seldcn*s 
Uxor Hebraica will recognize many JewiOi ordioanceiB. 

ments 
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ments round the houfe of the apoftle, and en- 
joyed in their turns the favour of his Gonjogal 
fociety* What is fmgular enough^ they were ail 
widows, excepting only Ayeflia, die daughter of 
Abubeker. Sbe was doubtlefs a virgin^ fince 
Mahomet confummated his nuptials ^fuch is the 
preniature ripeneb of the climate) when (he wat 
only nine years of age. The youth, the beauty, 
the ipirit of Ayeflia, gave her a fuperior afcen-^ 
dant; Ihe was beloved and trufted by the prophet ;^ 
and, after his death, •the daughter of Abubeker 
was long revered as the modier of the faithful. 
Her behaviour had been ambiguous and indif-* 
creet : in a oodurnal march, the was acciden* 
tally left behind ; and in the morning Ayefha 
returi^ to the camp with a man. The temper 
of JKbhomet was inclined to jealoufy ; but a 
divine revelation alSured him of her innocence : 
he chaftifedlier accufers, and publiflied a law of 
domeftic peace, that no woman ihould be con* 
demned unleis four male wimefles had feen her 
in the ad of adultery (i6i). In his adventures 
with Zeineb, the wife of Zeid, and with Mary, 
an Egyptian captive, the amorous prophet forgot 
the interefl of his reputation. At the houfe of 
Zeid, his freedman and adopted fon, he beheld, 
in a loofe undrefs, the beauty of Zeineb, and 
burft forth into an ejaculation of devotion and 
de(ire« The fervile, or grateful, freedman un- 
deritood the hint, and yielded without hefitation 
to the love of his benera£lor» But as the filial 
relation had excited fome doubt and fcandal, 
the angel Gabriel defcended from heaven to ra- 
tify the deed, to annul the adoption, and gently 
to reprove the appftle for diftrufting the indul- 

(i<?i) In ft memorable Cf^fe, tht caliph Omar decided that all prefamp* 
tive evidence was of no avail ; and that all the four witoeiTes mail have 
aaually Teeii ftylam inpT^idc (Abul^edlP Aonales Mo^emici, p. 7 1. veri. 
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gMct^ hk G5(L - due jdf his v^it^^ Hasftia^ 
mt daughter of OtMr^ (^tptiUd him wi htt 

^wn bed, i& the embrae^^ <^ hss Egyf>tiali c^ 
lite : &te promifed fetiiBCy aad fet^^en^ii :' ht 
iWore that be wi^utd renotttiee ^ poflisltioii o$ 
Maryi BoA parties forgot tfei^ir eftgAgemifiitis ; 
aiid Gabfkl again ddeended w^ a diaf^er of 
the Koran, to abfolve him fr&m ^fe oa$b, ^AiA to 
cohort Mm freely to eftjdy bk ciBi|]^v«id smd ton^ 
CKibined, without (iftemng to the etetmour^ of 
his wives. In a fo*itary retteat of thirty dayi^ 
be ktboored, atone with Mary, t^ f»lm ike 
commands of the angel. When ^ love athfd 
revenge were fatiated, he fummoned to hi^ pre^ 
fenee his eleven wive^^ ri6proa<^(ed th4^ difo« 
be<lieficg and indifcretioif, ftfldthr^aC^ned fhe»l 
^'ith a fentence of divorce^ botb iil fbis world 
and in the next : a dr^dfnl ientttuce^ ^iii:e i&ofe 
v/bb had afeend^ th^ bed of the pro^^ ^er^ 
forever e:tcettided &om tb^ bopeitif^ %:ond mar* 
tiage. I^erh^ the Incontinence of Ma&<$tti^ 
may be paUiated by Ae tradition <>i has natursi 
or pret^natural gifts (i 6^): bie'aftitedtbe manty 
virt^ of tbirty M the children of Adam j a&d 
the apoftie might rival the thirtfe^Ml labour 
<^&3) of the Cireiiiart Hertuks (164). ' A Inore 

(r.5i) 6>bt MNr ad 0efiqniCibQemr^p>SDtffni tp^n$ tfJK'i inlied^ \ueft 
Ja£^aret : ita ut unici h<>r^ poHet jjiod^cim fqsmiDis JoUifacer*^ «t «X 
Arabimr KbrU refert SM Peirug PaftHafiW, c. Tt. (mrtfcci, PredrortWa 
Akorsa, p iv. f. $$;' 9e^. liMwilv 0|>f«rfatj<ni».<)4 Beipii,'.h Hi. c ro. 
ibl 179. re£^o). Al Jafinabi (Gagni6r, torn. iii. p. 1^.7. ) records bis owa 
teftttAony, thfit he1iir{fa(r«d'al1 Metitt) coV|tfg«tvi^n aaid Abolfitda 
memi^na ■ Ihe exctamttkm of AH« who t^ab)cd Ua b<M]r .lifter bis 4^at4i» 
^* O propheta, cede peoia Cuiis ccelum verfus epefiua •&** (in Vit. Mo« 
hammed, p. 140.). 

(itfj) I bavMW the ^ijXt. t>f t fattheir of th« i^rcH^ ai^AxiiMMr 'a^tfuXaf 
Tptd-xattaxATov adxov (Gre^. Naziaozeo, Orat. iii. p. loS.}. 

(i4^> Tfi% common «Ad mo<l «^ariaf«8 legeAd '^acloM^^ ib «r liifle 
pight, the fifty vi£lories of Herculea over the virgfo daughtera o^ Thefti- 
iis (Diodor. Sicul. torn i. I. iv. p. ft74- Pauraniaa, I. ix. p. 7^3. Sutias 
Sylv. 1. i. eleg. Hi. v. 42 ). But Athenaetis alldwa feveii ffij^ta (Mp* 
nofophitt. 1. xiji. p. $^<>l')t *Qd Apotlodoms fifty, for tMs ardnona at- 
chte^em^At of Htrcutea, who wi«; Ctien M ftture tHttT ^ijg^bte^ ye&ra of 
9ge (Bib)tot. 1. ii. <:. 4. p. |i 1. cucn ootiaHeyQe, pan i. p. 33t.)* 
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fenaat and decent excufe may be drawn hcok 
Im fidelity to Cadijah. During the twenty-four 
years of their marTiage^ her yoothfut hu(band 
abflaaned from the tight of polygamy, and die 
pride or tendtftnefs of die venerable matron was 
never infuked by the fociety of a rival* After 
her death, he placed her in the rank of the four 
perfect women, with the fifter of Mofes, the 
mother of Jefus^ and Patima, the beft beloved 
of his daughters. ** Was fhe not old ?** fakl 
Ayeifaa, wirf«he infolenee of a blooming beau- 
ty ; •* has not God given you a better in her 
" place?*' ♦* No, bv God,'* (aid Mahomet, 
with an effufion of noiwft gratitude, " there 
•* never can be a better ! She believed in me, 
•* when men defpifed me : Ihe relieved my wants, 
** when I was poor and perlccuted by the world 

In the largeft indulgence of polygansy, the •^ (^<i- 
founder 0f a religion and empire might afpire to**'*"* 
multiply the chances of a numerous pofteriry 
and a lineal fucceffion« The hopes of Mahomet 
were fetally difappointed. Tht virgin Ayeflia, 
and his ten" widows of mature age and approved 
fertility, were barren in his potent embraces. 
The four 4bns <^ Cadijah died in their infiuicy. 
'Maty, hts^ Egyptian concubine, was endeared to 
him by the: birth of Ibrahim, At the end of 
fifter ynonths the prophet wepr over his grave ; 
but he fttftained with firtmie& the raillery of hlg 
enemies, and checked the adulation or credulity 
of the Moflexns, by the affurance that an 
eclipfe of the fun was n^t occafioned by the 
death of the infant. Cadijah had Kkewife 
given him four daughters, who were married 

(i^() Abdircda io Vit. Mo|»fni. p. ify fj^ ftf, 17. ctrn cpu» QH' 

aier. 
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to the mod faithful of his difciples : the three 
eldeft died before their father; butFatima, v/ho 
pofTefled his confidence and love^ became the 
wife of her coulin Ali, and the mother of an 
illuftrious progeny^ The merit and misfortunes 
of Ali and his ddcendants will lead me to anti- 
cipate, in this place, the feries of the Saracen 
caliphs, a title which defcribes the commanders 
of the faithful as the vicars and fucceflbrs of 
the apofUe of God (i66). 
Oitr«acr The birth, the alliance, the character of Ali, 
^ "^ " which exalted him above the reft of his coun- 
trymen, might juftify his claim to the vacant 
throne of Arabia. The fon of AbuTaleb was, 
in his own right, the chief of the family of Ha- 
ibem, and the hereditary prince or guardian of 
the city and temple of Mecca. The light of 
prophecy was extind ; but the hufb^d of Fa- 
tima might expeft the inheritance and bieffing of 
her father: the Arabs had foiiietimes been pa- 
tient of a female reign; and the two grandfons 
of the prophet had often been fonidled in his 
lap, and (hewn in his pulpit, as the hope of his 
age, and the chief of the youth of paradife. 
The firft of the true believers might afpire to 
march before them in this world and in the 
ne^t ; and if fome were of a graver and more ri» 
^d caft, the zeal and virtue of Ali were never 
outftripped bv any recent profelyte. He united 
the qualifications of a poet, a foldier, and a faint: 

(166) This outline of the Artbmn htftory it drswn from tbeBiblip- 
theqae Qrienule of d^Hcrbelot (under the names of Ahitttcre^ Omar^ 
OtbtmaMf AUy &c.); from the Annals of Ahatfeds, Abttlpbarsgins, and 
Ehnacin (under the proper years of the Htgira)^ and efpecialty from 
Ockley's Hi ^ory of the Saracens (vol* t. p. i^^io. its<— iii. 229.149. 
3#3— 171, 378—391. and almoft the whple of the fecood voiame). 
Yet we flioold weigh with caution the traditions of the hoftile ftOti ; a 
ftream which becomes dill more muddy as it flows farther fW>m the 
fource* Sir John'Chardia has too faithfully copied the fables and error* 
of the modern Perfians (Voyages, torn. ii. p. 235^-250^ 5cc.}, 
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his ixrifdom ftill breathes in a coUe^on of mo- 
ral and religious fayings (167); and every an- 
tagonift, in the combats of the tongue or of 
the fword, was fubdued by his eloquence and 
valour. From the firft hour of his miirion, to 
the iail rites of his funeral, the apoftle was ne- 
ver forfaken by a generous friend, whom he de* 
lighted to name his brother, his vicegerent, and 
tlie faithful Aaron of a fecond Mofes. The fon 
of Abu Taleb was afterwards reproached for 
negledtng to fecure his intcreft by a folemn de- 
claration of his right, which would have ftlenced 
all competition, and fcaled his fucceflion by the 
decrees of heaven. But the unfufpedting hero 
confided in himfelf : the jcaloofy of empire, and 
perhaps the fear of oppofition, might fufpend the 
refolutions of Mahomet ; and the bed of ficknefs 
was beficgcd by the artful Ayeflia, the daughter 
of Abubeker, and the enemy of Ali. 

The filence and death of the prophet reftorcd Ketgo ©f 
the liberty of the people; and his companions aI^d^^IjI^ 
convened an aflembly to deliberate on the^ehoice J"^;- 
of his fucceflbr. The hereditary claim and lofty 
fpirit of All, were offenfive to an ariftocracy of 
elders, defirous of beftowtng and refuming the 
fceptre by a free and frequent eledton: the Ko- 
reifh could never be reconciled to the proud pre- 
eminence of the line of Halhem ; the ancient dif- 
cord of the tribes was rekindled ; the ftmtiva 
of Mecca and the auxiliaries of Medina aflerted 
their rcfpcdtive merits, and the rafli propofal of 
chufing two independent caliphs n^ould have 
crufticd In their infancy the religion and empire 
of the Saracens. The tumult was appcafed by 
the dilintereflcd refolution of Omar, who, fud« 

(1^7) Ocklejr (ttthtend of his fecond irolmne) htt given to Eogliih 
verfion of 169 fentencef, which be ftfcribe«, with fome hefltatioo, to A i, 
the (ba of AJbii Taleb Hie prefece n cotonrcd bjr the eochofiafm of * 
traoflator: yet thefeyeoieocea deliacate a charadteriftic, Uiovgh dark, 
picture of homaa life. 
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denly renoanctAg his own f>r^enif(ms^i ftre^ohed 
forth his hand, iind declared himfdf ibe firil 
fubje^ of th^ mild and venerable AbuibeJurr. 
The urgency of the momem, and the ac^iii- 
eCcence of the people^ miehr excuie this Ulegal 
and precipitate measure; but Omac bim£blf can- 
fefled from the pulpit, that if aj»y Mufulman 
fliould hereafter prefume taaoticipate the Aiff- 
rage of his brethren, both the ejcdtor and the 
eki^ed would be worthy of deaih (%68). Afxer 
the fimple inauguration of Abubeker, he was 
obeyed in Medina, Mecca^ and the provinces of 
Arabia; the Ha(heniites alone declined the oath 
of fidelity ; and their chief, in bis own houfe, 
maintained, above fix months, a fullen and in- 
dependent referve ; without liftening to th« threats 
of Omar, who attempted to confuin^ with 6re 
the habitation of the daughter of the apoftle. 
The death of Fatima, and the decline of his 
party, fubdued the indignant fpirit of Ali : he 
condefcended to iaiute the commander of the 
faithful, accepted his excufc of the neceility of 
preventing their co<;naion enemies, and wifely 
reje^d his courteous offer of abdicating the go- 
vernment of the Arabians; After a reign of 
two years, .the aged caliph was fommoncd by 
the angel of death. In his teftameru, with the 
tacit approbation of the companions^ he be- 
queathed the fceptre to the firm and intrepid vir- 
tue of Omar. ** I have no occafion," feid the 
modeft Candidate, " for the place,*' " But the 
of Omar; ^^ pjacc has occafioH for you,*' replied Abubc- 
ju\^'%t^^' kcf ; who ex.pired with a fervent prayer, that 
the God of Mahomet would ratify his choice, 

(i68) Ockle7(Hi(l. of the Stracecst vol. i. p. ;, tf.) from ta Aral^lM 
MS. reprei'enU Ayeiha a< adverfe to the fabflitaiioo of bcr father aa the 
place « fbe apeftle. Thisjfttfft, io improbtfMe io nftlf^ it tmsoticcd bf 
ilfbolf«da, A4 JnoaW, an^ Al Boobari, the laft of wImib qooiet the 
traditioo of Ayeiha faprfdf < Vit. MohaaiDed, p. 1 3S. Vir tft Mahomec, 
«mi. iii. pw aj6<). ^ 

and 
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and diFcdt tbe Mufolmcinfi in tb« way of concord 
and obedience. The prayer wa$ not ineffedtuaU 
fipcc All blmfelf, i^ a life of privacy and prayer, 
pFofefled to revere the fuperior worth and digni- 
ty of bis rival ^ who comforted him for the lofii 
of eoipire^ by the mofl ^altering marks of con- 
fidence and efteem. In the twelfth year of his 
reign, Omar received a mortal wound from the 
band of an aflaifin : he rejected with equal tm- 
^rtiality the oames of bi^ fon and of All, refufcd 
to load his conrci4(iicc with the fins o^his fucccf* 
lor, and devolved on &k of the mod refpeSablc 
CQcnpaniooiS, the arduous tafk of tleding a cocn- 
Bianderof the faithful* On this occarion, Ali 
was again blamed by his friietids (169) for fub- 
mitting his right to the judgment of men, fojr 
reco^iizing their juxifdiciion by accepting a place 
amoog the fix electors He might have obtained 
their i^flfragp, had he deigned to promiCs a (Irid 
and fervile conformity, not only to the Koran 
and tradition^ but Ukewlfe to the deter minatjons 
of 1^0 fffikors (170). Wiih ibcfc limitations, <»fOtiif«i«ii, 
O^luuanv the jfecretary of Mahomet, accepted ^^^^^ 
the government ; nor was it till after tte third 5.**''*" 
caj|^4 twenty-four years after the death of the 
prophet, that Alt was iavjefted^ by the popuJar 
choic^t witb the regaj and facerdotal office. The 
n^anneriB of the Arabians retained their primj- 
tive fimplicity, and the fon of Abu Taleb dc- 
fpifed> the pomp and vanity of this world. Ac 
the hour of prayer, he repaired to the mofch 

(169) particularly by hisfrteoi) and'con!(ta AbdaiUh, the fon of Abba% 
t/bo died A. D. 687, with ihe title of giand doftor of the Moflcms. la 
AiHilt^dsi he recapitulated the irnportani occafioni* in which Ah had neg- 
Icdted hisfalotary advice (p. 76. yerf. Reifke) ; and coocl odes (^. 85.), 
O priocepB fideiium, abfque cootrovcrlia lu qaidern vere foriis es^ at 
ittoffi buai con(ilii> et rerom gerendarom parunn catlena. 

(17Q) 1 fu'pedk that the twofeniors (Abulptiaragius, p. 1 15. Ocklef, 
tonn. i. p. 371 } may fignlfy not two actual cpimTeilors, but his two peer ' 
dece0ora» Atvbcker and Ooiar. 

of 
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of Medina, clothed in a thin cotton gown, a 
coarfe turban on his head, his flippers in one 
band, and his bow in the other, inftead of a 
walking ftaff*. The companions of the prophet 
and the chiefs of the tribes faloted their new fo- 
vereign^ and gave him their right hands as a lign 
of fealty and allegiance. 
Difcordof The mifchiefs that flow from the contefts of 
^PrHUB8.^°^hition are ufually confined to the times and 
countries in which they have been agitated. But 
the religious difcord of the friends and enemies 
of Ali has been renewed in every age of the 
Hegira, and is ftiil maintained in the immortal 
hatred of the Perfians and Turks (171). The 
former, who are branded with the appellation of 
Sbiites or fedtaries, have enriched the Mahome- 
tan creed with a new article of faith ; and if Ma- 
homet be the apoftic, his companion All is the 
Ticar, of God. In their private converfe, in 
their public worlhip, they bitterly execrate the 
three ufurpers who intercepted his indefeafible 
right to the dignity of Imam and Caliph ; and 
the name of Omar exprefles in their tongue the 
perfedk accomplifliiAent of wickednefs and im- 
piety (172}* ThtSonnitesj who are fupportcd 
by the general confent and orthodox tradition 
of the Mufulmansy entertain a more impartial, 
or at leaft a more decent opinion. They refpcft 
the memory of Abubeker, Omar, Othman, and 
Ali, the holy and legitimate fucceflbrs of the 

(1 71) The fcbifm of the Periiins it eipltined hj «UI ovr travellers of 
the laft ceatury, efpeciaily in the ii< luid ivth volume of their mafter, 
Chftrdin. Niebuhr, tbongh of inferior merit, hac the advantage of wri- 
ting fo late as the year 1764 (Voyages en Arabic, Sec. tom. ii. p. &08— 
233.)* fiDce the ineffednal attempt of Nadir Shah to change the reli- 
gion of the nation (i'ee hia Perfian Hiftory tracflated into French by Sir 
William Jones, torn- ii. p. 5, 6. 47, 48. 144—1$$.). 

(17a) Omar is the name of the devil; his mnrderer isn faint. When 
the Perfians (hoot with the bow, they freqsently cry, *^ May this arrow 
go to the heart of Omar t** (Voyages de Chardin, (om. ii. p. 139, 140* 
259, Sic.) 
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prephet. But they aflign the lad and moft hum- 
ble place to the hufband of Fatima^ in the per^ 
faafion that the order of fucceffion was determin*^ 
cd by the degrees of Tanftiiy (173). An hifto- 
rian who balances the four caliphs with a hand 
unihaken by foperftition, will calmly proAounce, 
that their manners were alike pure and extaa* 
plary; that their zeal was fervent, and proba^' 
biy fincere ; and that, in the midft of riches and 
power, their lives were devoted to the pradice of 
moral and religious duties. But the public virtues 
of Abubeker and Omar^ the prudence of the firft, 
the fevertty of the fecond, maintained the peace 
and profperity of their reigns. The feeble tem- 
per and declining age of Othman were incapable 
of faftaining the weight of conqueftand einpire. 
He chofe, and he was deceived ; he trulted, and 
he was betrayed: the moft deferving of the 
faithful becaaie ufelefs or hofttle to his govern-* 
ment, arid his lavifti bounty was produdivc only 
of ingratitude and difcontent. The fpirit of dif* 
cord went foi^th in the provinces, their deputies 
aflembled at Medina, and the Charegites, the 
defperate fanatics who difclaimed the yoke of 
fubordination and reafon, were confounded 
among the f#ee-born Arabs, who demanded the 
redrcfs of their wrongs and the punifhment of 
their oppreffors. From Cufa, from Baflbra, 
from Egypt, from the tribes of the deferf, they 
rofe in arms, encamped about a league from 
Medina, and difpatched an haughty mandate to 
their foverclgn, requiring him to execute jufttcfCj 
or to defcend from the throne. His repentance 

(173) Thit gniditioii of oaerit is diftbaiy rctMrkcd in a creed illof^ 
trated by Reland (de Relig. Mohamoi. Kb. p. 37.); and a Soonite 
argntnent intuited twOckley (Htft. of the Saracens, torn. ii. p. 230.). 
The praQife af cMn^ the tnematy of Alt ifras aboliibcd, after fbrty. 
years, by the Ommiades iherofeWes Cd'Heibelot, p. 690.) ; nnd there are 
few among the Turtv who prefame to ttvile htm as an lAfidcb (ToyagcT 
de Chardi% toA it. pt 46'h • . • « . 

Vol. IX. U began 
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began to difarm and difpcrfe the infurgents ; but 
their fury was rekindled by the arts of his ene- 
mies; and the forgery of a perfidious fecretary 
was contrived to blaO: his reputation and precipi- 
tate his fall The caliph bad loft the only guard 
of his predeceflbrs, the efteem and confidence 
of the Moflems ; during a ficge of fix weeks his 
water and provifions were intercepted, and the 
feeble gates of the palace were prote&cd only 
by the fcruples of the more timorous rebels. 
Foriaken by thofe who had abufed his funplici- 
ty, the hel[Jefs and venerable caliph expe6:ed 
the approach of death : the brother of Ayelha 
marched at the head of the aflai&ns ; and Oth- 
man, with the Koran in his lap, was pierced 
DMthof ^ith a multitude of wounds. A tumultuous 
othmaii, anarchy of five days was appeafed by the inau- 
jaJe isl^' guration of All } his refuial would have pro* 
voked a general maflacr^:* In this painful fitua- 
tion he fupported the., becoming pride of the 
chief of the Hafhemites ; declared that be had 
rather ferve than reign ; rebuked the prefump- 
tion of the ftraqgers^ and required the formal^ 
if not the voluntary, aflfcnt of the chieiFs pf the 
nation. He has never been accufed of prompt- 
ing the aflaifin of Omar ; though Perfia indif- 
creetly celebrates the feftival of that holy mar- 
tyr. . The quarre) betwj^^n QthiQan ^nd his fub* 
jeAs was amiaged by the: early sciediation of Ali ; 
and Hailan^ithe cldei^Qf his fons, was in(ulted 
and wounded in t^e defence of the calipb. Tet 
it is doubtful whether the father of Haflan was 
ftrenuous and (incere in hi^ oppofition to the 
rebels ; and it is certain that he enjoyed the be- 
nefit of their crime. The temptation was indeed 
of fuch^ magnitude as might ftagger and cor- 
rupt thr moft obdurate virtue. The ambitious 
candidate no longer afpircd to the barren fceptre 
of Arabia : tiije Saracens had been vidiorious in 
A the 
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the Eaft and Weft ; and the wealthy kingdoms 
of Pcrfia, Syria, and Egypt, were the patri- 
mony of the commander of the faithful 

A life of prayer and contemplation had not^^^jsaof 
chilled the martial aftivity of Ali ; but in a ma- ^^J!i^', 
ture age, after a long experience of mankind, 
he ftili betrayed in his conduct the raOinefs and 
indifcretion of youth. In the firft days of his 
reign, he neglcSed to fecure, either by gifts 
or fetters, the doubtful allegiance of Telha and 
Zobeir, two of the moil powerful of the Ara- 
bian chiefs. They efcaped from Medina to Mec- 
ca, and from thence to Baflbra; ereded the 
ftandard of revolt ; and ufurped the government 
of Irak, or Aflyria, which they had vainly fo« 
licited as the reward of their fervices. The 
maik of patriotifm is allowed to cover the moft 
glaring inconfiftencies ; and the enemies, per- 
haps the aflaffins, of Othman now demanded 
vengeance for his blood. They were accompa^ 
nied in their flight by Ayefha, the widow of 
the prophet, who cheriihed, to the laft hour of 
her life, an implacable. hatred againft the huf-. 
band and the pofterity of Fatima. The moft 
reaibnable Moilems were fcandalifed, that the 
mother of the faithful (hould expofe in a camp 
her perfon and character ^ but the fuperftitious 
crowd was confident that her prefence would ^ 
fandlfy the juftice, and afiure the fuccefs of thdr • 
caufe. At the head of twenty thoufand of his 
loyal Arabs, and nine thoufand valiant au:^rta- 
ries of Cufa, the caliph encountered and de- 
feated the fuperior numbers of the rebels under 
the walls of Baflbra. Their leaders, Telha and 
S^obeir, were ilain in the firft battle that ftained 
with civil blood the arms of the Moflcms. Af- 
ter palling through the ranks to animate the 
troops, Ayefha had chofen her poft amidft the 
dangers of the field. In the heart of the a£tion, 
U 1 fevcnty 
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feventy men, who held the bridle of her ciiincl, 
were fucccflivciy killed or wounded ; and the 
cage or litter in which (he fat, was ftuck with 
javelins and darts like the quills of a porcupine. 
The Venerable captive foftained with firmnefs 
the reproaches of the conqueror, and was fpec- 
dily difmiffed to her proper ftation, at the tomb 
of Mahomet, with the refpeft and tendernefs 
that was ftill due to the widow of the apoftle. 
After this viftbry, which was ftyled the Day of 
the Camel, Ali marched againft a more for- 
midable adverfary ; againft moawiyah, the (on 
of Abu Sophian, who had aflumcd the title of 
caliph, arid whofe claim was fuppbrted by the 
forces of Syria and the intercft of the houfe of 
Ommiyah. From the paflagc of Thapfacus, the 
plain ot Siffin(i74) extends along the weftern 
bank of the Euphrates. On this fpacious and 
level theatre, the two competitors waged a dc- 
(ultory war of one hundred and ten days. In 
thecburfc of ninety aftions or Ikirmifties, the 
Ibfs of Ali was eftimated at twenty-five, that of 
Moawtyah at forty-five, thoufand foldiers ; and 
the Kft of the flain was dignified with the names 
of five and twenty veterans who had fought at 
Beder under the llandard of Mahomet. In this 
fanguinary conteft, the lawful caliph difplayed a 
fuperior character of valour and humanity. His 
tmops were ftridly enjoined to await the firft 
onfet of the cncmy^ to fparc their flying bre- 
thren, and to fcfp^ the bodies of the dead, 
and the chaftity of the female captives. He 
generoufly propofed to fave the blood of the 
Moflems bya.fingte combat; but his trembling 
rival declined the challenge as a fentence of ine- 
vitable death. The ranks of the Syrians were 
broken by the charge of a hero who was tnount- 

(174) Tb€ phuii «f S»ai it ^iMerfn'^neH by d^At^S^ {V^^mz 4t k 
Tigrc« p. t^} to bc^kc Campttt BMbtiliCtts of Procopios. 

I ed 
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^mz pyebald horfe, and wielded wit{^ irrc- 
fiftible force his ponderous and two eQged fword. 
A^ often as be fmote a rebel, be fliputed tbe 
Allah Acbar, ^^ God is victorious ;" and in the 
tumult of nodurnal battle, he was beard to re- 
peat four hundred times that tremendous excla- 
mation. The prince of Damafcus already me- 
ditated bis flight, but the certain vidory was 
fnatched from the grafp of AH by the dirobedi-" 
ence and enthufiafm of his troops* Their con* 
fcieoce was awed by the folemn appeal ^o the 
books of the Koran which Moawiyah exppfed on 
^the foremoft lances ; and Ali was compelled to 
yield to a difgraceful truce and an infldious 
compromife. He retreated with forrow and ip- 
dignation to Cufa ; his party was difcoiiiraged ; 
the diftant provinces of Perfia, of Yemen, and 
of Egypt, were fubdued or feduced by his 
crafty rival ; and the ftroke of fanaticifm which 
was aimed againft the three chiefs of the nation, 
was &tal only to the coulin of Mahpmet. In 
the temple of Mecca, three Cbaregties or enthu- 
fiafts difcourfed of the diforders of the church 
and ftate : they foon agreed, that the deaths of 
Ali, of Moawiyah, and of his friend Amrou, 
the viceroy of Egypt, would reftore the peace 
and unity of religion. Each of the afTaflins 
chofe bis viSim, poifoned his dagger,' devoted 
bia life, and fecretly repaired to the fcene of ac- 
tion. Their refolution was equally defperate: 
but the firfi; miftook the peribn of Amrou, and 
ftabbcd the deputy who occupied his feat ; the 
prince of Damafcus was dangcroufly hurt 
by the ' fecond ; the lawful caliph, in the 
mofch of Cufa, received a mortal wound from 
the hand of the third. He expired in the fixty«> 
third year of his age, and mercifully recom- 
mended to his children, that they would dit* 
patch the murderer by a fingle ftrokCt The 

fepul. 
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fepulcbre of Ali (175) was concealed from the ty* 
rants of the boufe of Ommiyab'(i76); but*in the 
fourth age of the Hegira, a tomb, a temple, a 
city, arofe near the ruins of Cufa (177). Many 
thoufands of the Shiites repofe in holy ground at 
the feet of the vicar of God ; and the defert it 
vivified by the numerous and annual vifus of the 
Perfians, who efteem their devotion not lefs 
meritorious than the pilgrimage of Mecca* 
Keiia ti The perfecutors of Mahomet ufurped the in* 
J*^r* heritance of his children ; and the champions of 
orVi-^^ idolatry became the fupreme heads of his religi« 
^••* on and empire. The oppofition of Abu Sophian 
had been fierce and obftinate ; his converfion 
was tardy and reludant ; his new faith was for- 
tified by neceflity and intereft ; be ferved, he 
fought, perhaps he believed ; and the fins of the 
time of ignorance were expiated by the recent 
merits of the family of Ommiyah. Moawiyab, 
the Ton of Abu Sophian, and of the cruel Henda, 
was dignified in his early youth with the office or 
title of fecretary of the prophet : the judgment 
of Omar entrufted him with the governmtot of 
Syria ; and he adminiftered that important pro- 
vince above forty years either in a fubordinate 
or fupreme rank. Without renouncing the fame 
of valour and liberality, he affe£tcd the reputa- 
tion of humanity and moderation : a grateful 
people was attached to their benefa^or } and the 

(17$) Abnlfedi, •modem Soni^irey rejfttes the differcot opinions conr 
cerniog the kmrial of Ali, bat adopti the fepulchre of 'Cuft, hodie famS 
anmeroque rcligiofe frequeotutiom celebrttum. This aomber m 
reckoned by Niebnhr to tnaonot anniaaUy to aooo of the deed, tod 
5000 of the lining (torn. ii. p. 108, 109.). 

(176) All the tyrants of Periia, from Ahad el Dowlat (A. D. 977, 
d'Herbelot, p. 58, $9. 9$.) to Nadir Shtb (A. D. 1743, Hift. de Nadir 
Sfaab, torn. ii. p. is$.)» ^^^^ enriched th« tomb of Alt with the fpoiU of 
the people. The dome is copper, with a bright and maflTy gilding, 
which glitters to the fan at the diftancc of many a mile. 

(177) The city of Mefked Ali, five or ^1 nilet'from the rains of 
Cufa, and one hundred and twenty to the ibnth of Bagdad, is of the 
fixe and form of the modern Jerafalem. Meihed Hofein, larger and 
more populous^ isatthcdiftan<;eof thirty miles. 

Tiflorious 
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vidwiotts Moflems were enriched with the fpoils 
of Cyprus and Rhodes. The facred duty of 
purfuing the ailaflins of Othman was the engine 
and pretence of bis ambition. The bloody 
Ihirt of the martyr was expofed in the mofeh of 
Damafcus: the emir deplored the fate of his in- 
jured kinfman ; and fizty-thoufand Syrians were 
engaged in his fervice by an oath of fidelity and 
revenge. Amrou^ the conqueror of Egypt, 
himfelf an army, was the firfl; who faluted the 
new monarch, and divulged the dangerous 
fecret, that the Arabian caliphs might be created 
elfcwhere than in the city of the prophet (178). 
The policy of Moawiyah eluded the valour of 
his rival ; and, after the death of Ali, he nego- 
ciated the abdication of his fon Haflan, whofe 
mind was either above or below the government 
of the world, and who retired without a figh 
from the palace of^Cufa to an humble cell near 
the tomb of his grandfather* The afpiring 
wifiies of the caliph were finialTy crowned by the 
important change of an elective to an hereditary 
kingdom. Some murmurs, of freedom or fana* 
ticifm attefted the relu&ance of the Arabs, and 
four citizens of Medina refufed the oath of 
fidelity ; but the deiigns of Moawiyah were con-^ 
duded with vigour and addrefs; and his fon 
Te^id, a feeble and diflblute youth, was pro- 
claimed as the coinmander of the faithful and 
thciucccffor of the apoftle of , God. 
JA familiar ftory is related of the benevolence Detthof 
one of the fons of Ali. In ferving at table,^*'^^^"*^^ 
a flave had inadvertently dropt a di(h of fcaid-oaober loV* 
ing broth on his mailer : the heedlefs wretch fell 
proftrate, to deprecate his punifhment, and re- 
peated a verfe of the Koran : ^* Paradife is for 

(178) I borrow, on (hit occafioo, the ftroag renft $iid exprcifion cflT* 
Ttcitnt (Hift. 1.4): Bvolgtio imperii trcftno pofTt iroperttorem slibi * 
<|u»tD Roms iieri^ 

«*thofe 
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<^ cbofexxFbo command their anger :'*—^ lam 
«*, not angry :*' — ^^ and for tbofc who pardoa of- 
•< fences :•' — ** I pardon your c^ence :** — ** and 
^ for thofc who return good for evil :*•— r** I give 
•• you your liberty, and four hundred pieces of 
" filter/* With an equal meafure of piety, 
Hofein, the younger brother of Ha&n, inhertted 
a remnant of his father^s ffMrit, and ferved with 
honour againft the Chriftians in the fiege of 
Conftantinopte. The primogeniture of the Kne 
of Haftem, and the holy cbaradter of grandfon 
of the apoftle, had centered inhisperibn, and 
he was at liberty to proiecute his claim againft 
Yczid the tyrant of Damafcus, whofe vices be 
defpifed, and whofe title he bad never deigned 
to acknowledge. A lift was fecretly tranfmitted 
from Cufa to Medina, of one hundred and forty 
thoufiind Mofleras, who profeficd tbetr attach- 
ment to his caufe, and who^ere eagtr to draw 
their fwords fo foon as he fliould appear on the 
banks of the £u|;^rates. Againft the advice of 
his wifeft friends, he refotved to truft his perfon 
atid family in the* hands of a perfidious people. 
He traverfed the defert of Arabia with a timorous 
retinue of women and children ; but as he ap* 
proached the confines of Irak, he was alarmed 
by the (blitary or hoftile face of the country, 
and ftifpeaed eiiher the defedion or ruin of his 
party. His fears were juft •, Obeidbllah, the 
governor of Cufa, had extinguiflied the firft 
fparks of an infui'reftion ; and Hofein m the 
plain of Kerbela, was encompafled by a body 
of five thoufond horfe, who fnterccpted his cora^ 
muntcation with the city and the river. He 
might ftiH have eicapcd to a fbrtrefs in the de&rt, 
that bad defied the power of Catfat and Chofiroea, 
and confided in the fidelity of the tribe of Tai, 
which would have zxmtd ten tboufand warriors 
in bis defence. In a conference with the chief 

of 
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of tbe enemy^ he propofed the option of three 
hooQUfabk conditions ; that he (hoold be aU 
lowed to return to Medina, or be ftationed in a 
frontier garrifon againft the Turks, or fafeif 
condttdtcd to the prefence of Yezid. But the 
commands of tbe caliph, or his lieutenant, were 
ftern and abfolute; and Hofein was informed 
that he moft either fubmit as a captive and a 
eoisninal to tbe commander of the faithful, or 
expe£i the confeqoences of his rebellion* i^ Do 
•* you think,** replied he, " to terrify me with 
" death ?'* And, dQrin|; the fliort rcfpitc of a 
night, he prepared with calm and folemn reiig- 
nation to encounter his fate. He checked the 
lamentations of his fifter Fatima, who deplored 
the impending ruin of his houfe. ^* Our truft,'* 
laid Hofein, ^* is in God alone,* All things, 
** both in heaven and earth, muft perifli and 
^^ return to their Creator. My brother, my 
^* father, my mother, were better than me; 
^' and every Mufulman has an example in the 
*^ prophet/' He prefled his friends to confulc 
tbdr fafety by a timely flight: they unanimoufly 
refuied to defert or furvive their beloved niafter; 
and their coor age was fortified by a fervent prayer 
and the aflurasice of paradife. On the morning 
of the fatal day, he mounted on horfeback, 
with lus fword in one hand and the Koran in th^ 
other : his generous band of martyrs confiAed 
only of thirty-two horfe and forty foot; but 
their flanks and rear were fecured by the tent- 
ropes, an3 by a deep trench which they had filled 
with lighted faggots, according to the pradice 
of the Arabs. The enemy advanced with re- 
luctance^ and pne of their chiefs deferted, with 
thirty followers, to claim the partnerlhip of in- 
cvitablc death. In every clofc onfet, or fingle 
combat, the defpair of tbe Fatimites was invinci- 
ble; but the furrounding multitudes galled them 

from 
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from a dtftance with a cloud of arrows, and the. 
horfes and men were facceffively flain : a truce 
was allowed on both fides for the hour of prayer ;^ 
and the battle at length expired by the death of 
the laft of the companions of Hofein. Alone, 
weary, and wounded, he feated himfelf at 
the door of his tent. As he tailed a drop 
of water, he was pierced in the mouth with 
a dart ; and his Ton and nephew, two beau- 
tiful youths, were killed in his arms. He 
lifted bis hands to heaven, they were full of 
blood, and he uttered a funeral prayer for the 
living and the dead. In a tranfport of defpair 
bis After iflued from the tent, and adjured the 
general of the Cufians, that he would not fufier 
Hofein to be murdered before his eyes: a tear 
trickled down his venerable beard ; and the 
boldeft of his foldicrs fell back on every fide as 
the dying hero threw himfelf among them. The 
remorfelefs Shamer, a name detefted by the faith- 
ful, reproached their cowardice ; and the grand- 
fon of Mahomet was flain with ttiree and thirty 
ftrokes of lances and fwords. After they had 
trampled on his body, they carried his head to 
the caftle of Cufa, and the inhuman Obeidollah 
ftruck him on the mouth with a cane : ** Alas !'* 
exclaimed an aged Mufulman, ^* on thefe lips 
*' have I feen the lips of the apoftle of God!*' 
In a diftant age and climate the tragic fcene of 
the death of Hofein will awaken the fympathy 
of the coldeft reader ( 1 79). On the annual fef* 
tival of his martyrdom, in the devout pilgrimage 
to his fepulchre, his Perfian votaries abandon 



( 1 79) I have abridged the intereftiog narrative of Ocklcy (tom. it. p. 
170—431.). It is long and minute; but the (hithftic, almoft alwayi, 
coofiai in the detail of littk circnnnftaiicea 
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their fools to the religious frenzy of forrow and 
indignation (180). 

When the fifters and children of Ali wert^^^j^ 
brought in chains to the throne of Damafcus, the ^'^^ 
caliph was advifed to extirpate the enmity of a 
popular and hoftile race, whom he bad injured 
beyond the hope of reconciliation. But Yezid 
preferred the counfels of mercy ; and the mourn* 
ing family was honourably dtfmiflred to mingle 
their tears with their kindred at Medina. The 
glory of martyrdom fuperfeded the right of pri- 
mcgeniture; and the twelve imams (181), or 
pontiffs, of the Periian creed are Ali, Hafian, 
Hofein, and the lineal defcendants of Hofein to 
the ninth generation. Without arms, or trea- 
fures, or fubje&s, they fucccffivcly enjoyed the 
veneration of the people, and provoked the jea- 
loufy of the reigning caliphs : their tombs at 
Mecca or Medina, on the banks of the Euphrates, 
or in the province of Gborafan, are dill vifited 
by the devotion of their fed. Their names were 
often the pretence of fedition and civil war • 
but thefe royal faints defpifed the pomp of the 
world, fubmttted to the will of God and the in- 
juftice of man, and devoted their innocent lives 
to the ftudy and jpra^ice of religion. The 
twelfth and laft of the Imams, confpicuous by 
the title of Mabadi^ or the Guide, furpaOTcd the 
folitude and fandity of bis predecefibrs. He con- 
cealed himfelf in a caveni near .Bagdad : the time 
and place of bis death are unknown ; and his 
votaries pretend, that he ftill lives, and will ap- 

(180) Kicbvhr the Dtoe (Voyaget ca Artbie, Sec. torn. ii. p. 208, 
Sec ) is pcrhap* the only Eoropcan traveller who hit dared lo vtiit Me- 
flied Ali and Mcdied Hofcia. The two fepalchret are \a ihe haoda of 
the Tiirkt» who tolerate and ux the devotion of the Perfian hercticf. 
The fcRival of the death of Hofein is amply defcrtbed by Sir John Char« 
dia, a traveller whom i have often praifed* 

«(i8i) The general article of Jmamy in d*Herbelot*a Bibliotheque* will 
wdicate the fiMcelfioQ ; and the livet of the tviht are giv«o under their 
rt(pe€t\vt oamct* 
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pear before the day of judgment to overthrow 
the tyranny of Dejal, or the Anticbrift (182). 
In the lapfe of two or three centarics the pofte- 
rity of Abbas, the uncle of Mahomet, had mul- 
tiplied to the number of thirty-three thou&nd 
(183): the race of Ali might be equally proli- 
fic ; the mcaneft individual was above the firft 
and greateft of princes ; and the moft eminent 
were fuppofed to excel the perfection of angels. 
But their adverfe fortune, and the wide extent 
of the Mufulman empire, allowed an amj^e fcope 
for every bold and artful impoftor, who claimed 
affinity with the holy feed : the iceptre of the 
Almobades in Spain and Afric, of the Fatimites 
in Egypt and Syria (184)9 ^ the Sultans of 
Yemen, and of the Sophis of Perfia (185J, has 
been confecrated by this vague and ambiguous 
title. Under their reigns it might be dangerous 
to difpute the legitimacy of their birth ; and 
one of the Fatimtte caliphs filenced an indif- 
crcct queftion, by drawing his fcymetar ; •' This,'* 
faid Mocz, is my pedigree ; and thcfe,** cafting 
an handful of gold to his foldiers, *< and tbefe 
• 

- (181) Thentiaeof Auticbriji may fcem ndiculoo^ but the Maho- 
meUDs have liberally borrowed the fables of every religioo (Salens Preli- 
mintry Dtfcourfc, p. So* 8i). In the royal dalle ef Ifpahtfiy Cwo 
horfei were always kept faddled, ooe for ihe Mahadi hiinfelfy the oihrr 
for his lieutenant, Jefus the Ton of Mary. 

(183) In the year of ihc Hegira &oo (A» D. Si$.). See 4*ilcrbelo^ 
p. S46. 

(184) D*Herbelot, p. 34a. The enemies of the Fatimites difgrtced 
them by a Jewiih origin. Yet they accsrAtely deduced their ge- 
nealogy from Iaafar« the fixth Imam; and the impartial Abulfeda 
allows (Annal. Moflero. p. 130. J that they were owned by maoy^ <)tti 
abfque cootroverfii genuipi funt A)id<«riKB» homtttea prepagionaB Awe 
gentis exaae calientes. He quotes fome lines from the celebrated Scbt» 
rif ir Rahdi, Egone humilitatem indoam in terris hoftium ? (I fnfped 
hifls to be an EddriflSte of Sicily) cam to ifigyptofit Chaltfa de gcnte 
Alii, qoocum ego communem habeo patrera et vindiccm. 

(185) The kings of Pcriia of the laft dynafty ane defcended from 
'Sheik Seii, a faint of the xvr^^ cemnryy and tbr«»gh him FfMB Movifa 

\ Caffem, the Ton of HoTcia, the fon«f Ail (Olearina, P* 9S7- Cbafdin, 
Com. iii. p.i88.} But 1 cannot trtce the tntermedtate degrees in any 
genuine or fabulous pedigree. If th^«rere tmly Patimitca, they might 
draw their origin from the priacta •! Mtsaadena) who reigned in thte 
ixth century (d^Herbelot, p. 96.). 

** are 
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** arc my kindred and my children/* In the 
various conditions of princes, or dodtors, or no- 
bles, or merchants, or beggars, a fwarm of the 
genuine or fiflitious defcendants of Mahomet 
and Ali is honoured with the appellation of (heiks, 
or (herifs, or emirs. In the Ottoman empire, 
they are diftinguiftied by a green turban, receive 
a (lipend from the treafury, are judged only by 
their chief, and however debafed by fortune or 
character, ftill aflert the proud pre-eminence of 
their birth. A family of three hundred perfons, 
the pure and orthodox branch of the caliph Haf- 
fan, is preferved without taint or fufpicion in 
the holy cities of Mecca and Medina, and (till 
retains, after the revolutions of twelve centuries, 
the cuftody of the temple and the fovereignty of 
their native land. The fame and merit of Ma- 
homet would ennoble a plebeian race, and the 
ancient blood of the Koreifh tranfcends the rc; 
cent majcfty of the kings of the earth (186). 

The talents of Mahomet are entitled to our JJj^^^ 
applaufe, but his fuccefs has perhaps too ftrong- 
ly attradcd our admiration. Are we furprifed 
that a multitude of profelytes fliould embrace the 
doctrine and the paflions of an eloquent fanatic f 
In the herefies of the church, the fame feduftion 
has been tried and repeated from the time of the 
apoftles to that of the reformers Does it feem ' 
incredible that a private citizen (hould grafp the 
fword and the fceptre, fubdue his native country, 
and ere£t a monarchy by his viflorious arms ? 
In the moving pidure of the dyn allies of the 
Eaft^ an hundred fortunate ufurpers have arifen 
from a bafer origin, furmounted more formida- 

(iStf) The prefent ftateof the (ttnilyof Mtriiomet tnd Ali it moft 
iccarately dcfcribed by Demetrius Ctoteniir (Hill, gf the OUuntn Em- 
pire, p. 94*)> •"^ Niebuhr (Defcription de T Arable, p» 9—16. 317^ 
flee). It is moch to be lamented, that the UmjAi traveller was ontble 
to pnrclttieihe cbrooiclei %tS Arabim. 

bic 
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Ue obftacles, and filled a larger fcope of empire 
and conqueft. Mahomet was alike inftrodted to 
preach and to fight, and the union of thefe op* 
polite qualities, while it enhanced hi& merit, 
contributed to his fuccefs : the operation of force 
and perfuafion, of enthufiafm and fear, continu- 
ally adled on each other, till every barrier yielded 
to their irrefiftiblc power. His voice invited the 
Arabs to freedom and vidlory, to arms and ra- 
pine> to the indulgence of their darling paffions 
in this world and the other ; the reftraints which 
he impofed were requifite to eftablifh the credit 
of the prophet, and to exercife the obedience of 
the people ; and the only objedion to his fuc- 
cefs, was his rational creed of the unity and 
perfeftions of God. It is not the propagation 
Femmneii. but the permanency of his religion that deferves 
qro^his re-Q^y woudcr ; the famc pure and perfefl: impreffion 
which he engraved at Mecca and Medina, is pre* 
ferved, after the revolutions of twelve centuries, 
by the Indian, the African, and the Turkifh 
profclytcs of the Koran. If the Chriftian apoftles> 
St. Peter or St. Paul, could return to the Vati- 
can, they might poffibly enquire the name of 
the Deity who is worfliipped with fuch myfte- 
rious rites in that magnificent temple : at Ox- 
ford or Geneva, they would experience lefs fur- 
i prife ; but ic might flill be incumbent pn them 
to perufe the catechifm of the church, and to 
fludy the orthodox commentators on their own 
writings and the words of their mafter. But the 
Turkilh dome of St. Sophia, with an encreafe of 
fplendor and fize, reprefents the humble taber- 
nacle ere£led at Medina by the hands of Maho- 
met. The Mahometans have uniformly with- 
flood the temptation of reducing the object of 
their faith and devotion to a level with the fenfes 
and imagination of man. ^^ I believe in one 
^* God, and Mahomet the apoflle of God," is 

the 
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the fimple and invariable profciEoQ of lilam. 
The intelledual image of the Deity has never 
been degraded by any vifible idol ( the honours 
of the prophet have never tranfgrefled the mca-^ 
fure of human virtue ^ and his living precepts 
have reftrained the gratitude of his difcipies 
within the bounds of reafon and religion. The 
votaries of Ali have indeed confecrated the me- 
mory of their hero, his wife, and his children, 
and fome of the Perfian doQors pretend that the 
divine eflence was incarnate in the perfon of the 
Imams ; but their fuper(iition is univerfally con- 
demned by the Sonniteis} and their impiety has 
afforded a ieafonable warning againft the worihip 
of faints and martyrs. The metaphylical quef« 
tiops on the attributes of God, and the liberty of 
ma;n, have been agitated in the fchools of the 
Mahometans, as well as in thofe of the Chrif- 
tians ; but among the former they have never 
engaged the paflions of the people or difturbed 
the tranquillity of the ftate. The caufe of this 
impprtant difrcrence may be found in the fepa- 
ration or union of the regal and facerdotal cha- 
racters. It was the intercft of the caliphs, the 
fuccefibrs of the prophet and commanders of the 
faithful, to reprefs and difcourage all religious 
innovations : the order, the difcipUne, the tern* 
poral and fpiritual ambition of the clergy, are 
unknown to the Moflems; and the fs^es of the 
law are the guides of their confcience and the 
oracles of their faith. From the Atlantic to the 
Ganges, the Koran is acknowledged as the 
fundamental code, not only of theology but of 
civil and criminal jurifprudence ; and the laws 
which regulate the. adtions and the j>roperty of 
mankind, are guarded by the infallible and im* 
mumble fanftion of the will of God. This rcli- 
gious fetvitude is attended with fome pra&ical 
diiadvantage ; the illiterate legiflator had been 

often 



303 



hu 



304 THE DECLINE AND FAIX 

often miflcd by his own prejudices and thofc of 
his country ; and the inftitutions of the Arabian 
deiert may be ill-adapted to the wealth and num- 
bers of Ifpahan and ConftA.ntinopie. On thefe 
occafions, the Cadhi refpedfully places on bis 
head the holy volume, and fubftitutes a dextrous 
interpretation more appofite to the principles of 
equity, and the manners and policy of the 
times. 
HwtpCTJ' His beneficial or pernicious inflacnce on the 
public happinefs is the laft confideration in the 
charafter of Mahomet. The mod bitter or mod 
bigotted of his Chriftian or Jewifti foes, will 
furely allow that he affumed a falfc commilfi<m 
to inculcate a falutary deftrine, Icfs perfe^ only 
than their own. He pioufly fuppofed, as the ba- 
fis of his religion, the truth and fanftity of their 
prior revelations, the virtues and miracles of their 
founders. The idols of Arabia were broken be- 
fore the throne of God ; the blood of human * 
viAims was expiated by prayer, and fading, and 
alms, the laudable or innocent arts of devotion ; 
and his rewards and punifhments of a future life 
were painted by the images mod congenial to 
an ignorant and carnal generatiofi. Mahomet 
was perhaps incapable of didating a moral and 
political fydem for the ufe of his countrymen : 
but he breathed among the faithful a fpirit of 
charity and friendftiip, recommended the prac- 
tice of the focial virtues, and checked, by his 
laws and precepts, the third of revenge and the 
oppreffion of widows and orphans. The hodilc 
tribes were united in faith and obedience, and 
the valour which had been idly fpent in domcf- 
tic quarrels, was vigoroufly dircAcd againd a 
foreign enemy. Had the impiilfe been Icfs 
powerful, Arabia, free at home, and formida- 
ble abroad, might have flouriftied under a fuc- 
ceffion of her native monarcfas. Her fovereignty 

was 
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was loft by (be extent and rapidity of conqueft. 
The colonies of the nation were fcattered over 
the £aft and Weft, and their blood was mingled 
with the blood of their converts and captives. 
After the reign of three caliphs, the throne was 
tranfported from Medina to the valley of Da- 
niafcus and the banks of the Tigris ; the boly 
cities were violated by impious war ; Arabia was 
ruled by the rod of a fnbje^, perhaps of a ftran- 
ger I and the Bedoweens of the deferr, awj^ken* 
ing from their dream of dominion, refumed their 
old and folitary independence (187).. 

(187) The writers of the Modern Ualverrtl Hiftorj (vol. i. aod ii.) 
have compiled, io 850 folic pages, the life of Mahomet and the tnnals oir 
the caliplCi. They enjoyed the advantage of reading, tnd fometimet cor* 
reeling, the Arabic texts; ytt, ootwichAaoding their high-founding boafti, 
1 canooc find, after the conclniion of my work, that the^ have afforded 
me much (if any) addiiioonl informstion. The dnli mats is not quick- 
ened by a fpark of philofoph^ or telle: and the compile rs indulge the 
cricicimi of acrimonioiis bigotry againft Boulainvilliers, Sale, Gagflicff 
tad mil who have treated Mahomet with favoar, or even jn^itre^ 
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CHAP. LI. 



The Ccnquejl 0f Perfia^ Syria^ ^gyf!^9 ^ricaj 
and Sfain^ by the Arabi &r Sdrdcens.-^Empire 

of the Caliphs^ dr SucceJjUrs of Mdbomet. 

St^e (f tbi Chrijl'mru^ &fr. under tbeit Go- 
vernment. ' 



uoioBof rTTAHE revolution of Arabia had not dianged 
^.^^ll A ^ charafter of the Arabs; the death of 
Mahomet waa the fignal of independence j and 
the hafty ftrudkure of his power and religion 
tottered to its fottudationi. A fmall and faithful 
band of bis primitive difciples bad Uftened to bis 
eloquence, and (bared bis diftrefs ; bad fled' with 
the apoftle from the perfecution of Mecca, or 
bad received tbe fugitive in the walls of Medina. 
The encreafing myriads, who acknowledged 
Mabomet as tbeir king and prophet, bad been 
compelled by bis arms, or allured by bis prof- 
peri ty. Tbe polytbcifts were confounded by the 
fimple idea of a folitary and invifible God: the 
pride of tbe Chriftians and Jews difdained tbe 
yoke of a mortal and contemporary legiflator. 
Their habits of faith and obedience were not 
fufficiently confirmed ; and many of the new 
converts regretted the venerable antiquity of 
the law of Mofes, or the rites and myfterics 
of the Catholic church, or the idols, tbe fa- 
crifices, the joyous feftivals, of tbeir Pagan an- 
ceftors. The jarring interefts and hereditary 
feuds of tbe Arabian tribes had not yet coaled 

ced 
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ced iki ft fyfteiti of unbn and fubbrdinttion } 
and the Barbarians were Impatient of the miideft 
and moA: falutary laws that curbed thdr paf* . 
fions^ or violated their qaftoms;- They fubmic- 
ted with reltaftaftcc to the religioui precepts of 
the Koran, the abftinence from wine,' tfaefaft of 
the Ramadan, and th(! daily repetition of five 
prayers ; and the alms and tithes, which were 
collc^ed for the trcafury of Medina, could be 
diftinguifhed only by a name from the payment 
of a perpetual and ignominious tribute. The* 
cxdmple of Mahomet had excited afpirit of fa- 
natictfm or impoiture, and feveral of. his rivals 
prefumed to imitate the' tioftduft and defy the 
authority of the living prophet At ,the head of 
the fuf^tivei and amciliariei^ the Tirft caliph -was 
reduced to the cities of Mbcca^ Medina, and 
Tay^f^, and perhaps the Koreifli would have re- 
ftored the idols of the Caaba, if their, lenity 
had not been checked bya feafonablelepfoof. 
" Yenien of Mecca, ^\\\ ye be thc^kift tocm- 
*^ brace and the firft to abandon the religion of 
•' Iflam?'* After exhorting the Mollcms to 
confide in (he aid of Go3 and bis apoftk, Abu- 
bckcr refolved, by a vigorous attack, to prevent » 
the jundion of the rebds. The wothcii attd 
children were fafcly lodged in the cavities of the 
mountains: the warriors, matching under 
eleven banners, diffufed the terror of their 
arms; and the appearance of a military force 
revived and confirmed the loyalty of the faith- 
ful The liiconftant tribes accepted with hum- 
ble repentance, the duties of prayer, and /fad- 
ing, and alms ; and, after foitie examples * of 
fuccefs and fevcrity^ tbemoft daring apollates 
fell proiiratc before the ,fword of the; Lord ^nd 
of Caled* In the fertile province of Yemana ( i ), 
X z . between 

(i) See the defcriptloa of the city ud country of Al Yamaoah, in 

AbwllwJa, 
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between the Red Sea and the Gulph of Perfia, 
in a city not inferior to Medina itfelf, a powerful 
chief, hi8 name was Mofeilama, bad aflumed the 
charadter of a prophet, and the tribe of Hanifa 
Irftened to bis voice. A female prophetefs was 
attracted by his reputation : the decencies of 
words and aAtons were fpurned by thefe favour- 
ites of heaven (2); and they employed fevcral 
days in nnyftic and amorous converfe. An ob- 
fcurc fcntence of his Koran, or book, is yet ex- 
tant (3)} and, in the pride of his niifiion. Mo- 
feilama condefcended to offer a partition of the 
earth. The propofal was anfwered by Mahomet 
with contempt ; but ' the rapid progrefs of the 
impoftor awakened the fears of his focceflbr ; 
forty tboufond Moflems were aflemUed under 
the ftandard of Caled ; and the exiftence of 
their faith was refigned to the event of a dcciflve 
battle. In the firft adton, they were repulfed 
with the lofs of twelve hyndred men ; but the 
ikiiland perfeverance of their general prevailed: 
their defeat was avenged by the daughter of ten 
thoufand infidels^ and Mofeilama bimielf was 
pierced by an Ethiopian flave whh the fame 

Almireiitt Defcript. Anbifr, p. to, tf 1. iafi&e xm^^ cenCarjf, there werr 
fbme rttinsf and a few palms ; but in the pretent century, the fame 
gtviind i« occupied bv the vtiions an^ afmt ef • nvudero propheu wboCe 
tenets are insperfedliy known (Niebubr,. pifcription de 1* Arable, p. 296 

—39* )' 

fi)' Th^r fn-ft'falHtattoa may he traarcrtbed, bat caanot betmoflalcd. 
H was thus that MoleUama faid or fupgt 

Suree tandem ititjue flrenue permolenda 9 nam ftrarns tfbt thorns eft. 

• Auft in propatnio tentoiro fr velis« aiut m abditiore iMbiculo fi malls; 

Au^ fe^VQ te bumi cxpoive^an^ fufti^bo, (i vclif^, aut fi malis 

manibns pedtbufque nhranir ' 
•Ant fi ve^t ejot (triapi) gemino Critntc, aot S milta lotva veonm* 
IfT.o, totos veniio, O Apodole Dei^ damabat foemina. Id ipfom di- 

cebat 
Mbfeilatna mihi ifvoque fuggefllit Deu«. 
The prophefefs' Scjijali, after the. fall of her lover, Vet«rnc(| to fdolatry ; 
' but, iimiei* Ihe reign of Moa^tyah, (fcc'b«€ame a Mofaiman and died aC 
. Bifl^ ra.(Abii»Ma, Annal. verl. Rtiike^.p. 63). 

(^) See ihiK text, wKicb demonftr^fea a Cod from tlie work of 
' gen^hatrdd, in Abulpbaragios (SpteimM, Hift. Araburo, p. 13. and Dy- 
aail. p. 103.) and Abulfcdt (Annal. p. 63.)* 

.V : - • ., . javelin 
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javelin which had mortally wounded the uncle of 
Mahomet. The variou3 rebels of Arabia, with* 
out a chief or a caufe, were fpeedily fupprefled 
by the power and difcipiine of the riung mo* 
narchy ; and the whole nation again protciTed, 
and more itedfaftly held, the religion of the 
Koran* The ambition of the caliphe provided 
an immediate exercife for the reftlefs fpirit of the 
Saracens : their valour was united in the profe* 
cotion of an holy war ; and their enthufiafm 
was equally confirmed by oppofition and vie* 
tory. 

From the rapid conquefts of the Saracens aChtrta^rof 
prefumption will naturally . arifc, that the firft/*»«"<*'»J**» 
caliphs commanded in perfon the armies of the 
faithful, and fought the crbwn of martyrdom in 
the foremoft ranks of the battle. The courage 
of Abubeker (4), Omar (5;, and Othman (b), 
had indeed been tried in the perfecution and 
wars of the prophet ; and the perfonal aifurance 
of paradife mud hai^ taught them, to dcfpife 
Hbe pleafures and dangers of the prefeat world. 
But they afcended the throne in a venerable or 
mature age, and efteeined the domeftic cares of 
religion and juftice the moft important duties of 
a fovereign* Except the pre&nce of Omar at 
the liege of Jerufalem, their longed expeditions 
were the frequent pilgrimage from Medina to 
Mecca ; and they calmly received the tidings of 
viSory as they prayed or preached before the 
fepulchre of the prophet. The audere and fru- 
gal meafure of their lives was the efFed of vir- 
tue or. habit, and the pride of their finpplicity 
infulted the vain magnificence of the kings of 

(4) Hitreigoia^otfchiatt torn. ij» p. 2|i.- Blmacio* p. |8* AJbol- 
pbtragios, p. loS. Abolfedt, p. 60. D*Herbelot, p. 5S. 

(5) Hi* reign io Butychiosy p. tS^ Elmactiit p. 24. Abulphart- 
^Q>, p. no. Abiilf«da p. 66. D'Herbeloc* p. 685. 

(6] His reigii in Entychias, p. 323. Elmacio, p. 3^. Abulpharagioif 
p. 115. .Abttlfeda, p. ys- D'|i«rbeM, p. 695 

the 
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the earth. • When Ab^beker afiumed the o^ce 
of caliph, he enjoined his daughter Ayefha to 
take a ftri& account of bis private patrimony, 
that it might be evicknt wbether he were enriched 
or impoverilbcd by the fcrvice of the ftate. He 
thought hioifelf of>titldd to a ftipeml of three 
pieces qf ^ojd, with the fufficiont mainteoaikre 
of a (ingl^: camel and a black Have ; but on the 
Friday of each week, be diftributcd the refidue 
of his own and the pnbiic money, firft to the 
moil worthy, an(J then to the moft indi^nt, of 
the Moflcms. 'The remains of his weahh, a 
' • ' coarfe garment, and iive pHCces of gokf, were 
delivered to his fuoceflbr,. who lamented with ^ 
modcft figh his own inability to equal fuch an 
admirable modcL Yet the abflinenee and hu« 
mility of Omar were not inferior 16 the virtues 
of . Abnbeker j bi3 : food coniifted . of barley- 
bread or dates ; his drink was watery be preadied 
in a go wb that was tora pr tatter^sd in.-^wcive 
places ; and a Perfianfatrap who paid bis homage 
.to the conqueror, found him aieep among the 
beggars on the flcps of the naofcb of Medina. 
Oeoonomy is the fou^rce of libcvalibyy and the 
cnereafe of tbc qavenue enabled Oniarto eftabltih 
a; juA and perpetualifeward for the paft-and pre- 
sent feniices of the faithfivh Carelefs of bisawn 
emoiamient, he afiigiocd to Abbaa, the uncle of 
the prophet, the firft andi moft ampteallawmfiee 
06 tweoty-iive thqufend dorafms or piecM of 
filvetw Five tfaoarand.were allotted to e«ch of 
the aged warriors, tfa^ rciks^ 66 Jthd :firid of 
Bedieir, and the laft aridr; roeanefkof the: compel. 
DTQ^fi of Mahomet was. diilingui{hed%'thKr an- 
nual reward of three thouland pieces. One 
-tboufandwas the ftipend of tba^- Veterans who 
ba<4 fopghx in the &rft: battles. agaii>ft ihc Greeks 
and Perfian$, andthc' decreafinc pay, as low as 
fifty pieces of fjyer,. was. adapted, to thi&rcfpcQ. 

tive 
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tive mccit arid feniOrity of tbei<>ld)cfftoj^'Qfil«r« 
Under, his reign, and that of bis prftd^ceiTqrt 
the conquerors of the Eaft, were the .tr^fty fp r- 
irants of <God and the people : the mafiF ot the 
public trcaftjre was confecrated to the expeaces 
of peace and war ; a prudent mixture of JMlli.ce 
and bounty, ociarintained the dilciplit>e of Ui^r 
Saracens^ and. they united^ by a raf^. icSjchy, 
the difpatch and ciecutiort of defpotifcn, 
"with the equal and frugal n^axims of/a.re^ 
publican government. The heroic courage 
of AliC7), ^^^ ^he cohfummate prudence of 
Moawiyah (8), excited the etnulation of^ t^eir 
fubjeds ; and the talents whi<h had \>€^ ex-» 
ercifed in the fchool of. civil difcord, were 
more ufefuUy applied to propagate the faith 
and dominion of the prophet* In.the.OQth 
and vanity of the palace of Damaicii^^the fucoeed- 
iag princes of the houfe.of Ommiyah w^re alike 
dd&itute of the qualifications of ilatefn^n and 
of faints (9), Yet the fpoils of unknown na^ 
tions were continually laid at the foot of th^ir 
throne, and the uniform afoent of the Arafai|ji;& 
greatnefs muft be afcrihed to the fpirit o^ t}ie 
nation rathei; than the abilities of their chieifs. 
A large dedudifiomullbe allowed for the vreak- 
aefs of their enemies. ; The birth of Mahomet 
was fortunately placed in the mofl: degenerate and 
.diforderly period of the Perfians, the Romans, 
aiid the Barbarians of Europe: -the empires '^f 
Trajan, or even of Conftantine or Charlemag- 
ne, wottkl'have repelled the aflault of the naked 

(7) His veleti io £mychii|«« p« 343* Elmftcin> p. $r. AhulpAiartgiiity 
p. 117. Abttlfed*, p. 83. :i>'tferbelot,'p. 89 

(8) Hie reign U Batychiiii,~p. 344. EiroaclH, p. $4. Abal^b|tr»gite, 
p. iftj. Abolfeda, p. 101. D'Herbek>t» p. ^$6. 

(9) Their reigns in EtttychioSf tocti. ii. p. 360'^-39$. Elmadn, 'p. 
S9---108. Abaiphangitts, Dynaft. ix. p* 114^-139. Abulfeda, p. iii 
-^141. P*Herbelot, BiblioCheque Oriental e, p. 601. and the particular 
articles of the Ommtades.' 

Saracens, 
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Saradsns, and the torrent of ianaticifm might 
have been obfcurely toft in the fands of Arabia* 
Their GOB- In the vidoriotts days of the Roman republic, 
queftt. j^ Ijj^^ jjggjj the aim of the fenate to confine 
their counfels and legions to a fingle war, and 
completely to fupprefs a firft enemy before they 
provoked the hoftilities of a fecond. Thde timid, 
maxims of policy were difdained by the magna- 
nimity or enthuiiafm of the Arabian caliphs. 
With the feme vigour and fuccefs they invad. 
ed the fucceiTors of Auguftus and thofe of Ar^ 
taxerxes ; and the rival monarchies at the fame 
inftant became the prey of an enemy whom 
they had been fo long accuftomed to defpife. Iii 
^ the ten years of the adminiftration of Omar, 
the Saracens reduced to his obedience thirty-fix 
thoufand cities or caftl^s, deftroyed four thou* 
fand churches or temples of ihe unbelievers, 
and edified fourteen hundred mpfdis for the ex- 
crcife of the religion of Mahomet One hun* 
dred years after his flight from Mecca, the arms 
and the reign of his fucceiTors extended firpm In* 
'dia to the Atlantic Ocean, over the various and 
diftant provinces, which may be comprifed under 
•the names of, I. Peifia; IL Syria ; III. Egypt; 
IV^Africa j and, V. Spain* Under this general di^^ 
v|fion, I (hall pmceed to Unfold thefe memo- 
rible tranfaftions ; difpatching with brevity the 
rtifftiote and lefs interefting conquefb of the Eaft, 
ahd^referving a fuller narrative for: thofe domef- 
tie countries, which had been included within 
the pale of the Roman empire. Yet Imufl ex- 
cufe my own defefts by a juft complaint of the 
blindnefs and infufficiency of my guides. 1 he 
Greeks, fo loquacious in controverfy, have not 
b$!e|i anxioug to celebrate the: tf iumphs qf their 

fjnemies 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 313 

enemies (lo). After a century of ignorance, 
the firft annals of the Mufulmans were coUeded 
in a great meafure from, the voice of tradition 
(ii). Among the numerous produ^pn^ of 
Arabic and Perfian literature (la), our interpre* 
ters have fele£led the imperfed (ketches of a 
more recent age (1 3)» 7 he art and genius of 

(•0) For the vKtb tad viiith centnry, we htve fcarcely tny origintl 
evidence of the ByzaDtine hiflo^ian^-, except the Chronicles of Thco- 

Jhmji^ (Th^yphfnif Confefiorif Chrooographitt Gr. et LM, cvm notjt 
acobi Goar.. Paris, i6$5« in folio) ; and the Abridgemt-m of Nicepho« 
ni* (Nicephori PctriarciiC, C. P. BreviaHum Hiftoricmn, Gr. et Lat. 
Pftria, 164H, in fotio), who totb lived io the bcgiotiing of (be ixth cen- 
tury (fee Hanckiaa de Scriptor Byzant. p. ioo«— 146 ). Their, ccn-* 
temporary Pbetiuc does D<»t feem to be - more opulent. After praifing the 
ftyle ot Nkepborus, be adds, %m I^mq voXXv^ iri t-ar wf avtv 
•iroKfi;flrr0/Mf>o; tvih tuc irofiC T« ffwypa^^ and unly complains of his 
CMtreme brevity (Phot. Btbiiot. cod. Ixvi.- p. 100.). Some fdditioAs 
may be gleiiied from the aiurc, recent hillories of Ccdreous and Zooaraf 
•C^ the xt*^ century. 

(11) Tabari, or Al Taberi, a nttive of Tabdrfcftan, a fiimoos Imaita 
of Bagdad, and the Livy of the Arabians, fioiflied hi? general hidory ia 
the year of the Hegira 301 (A. D. 914).' At the requeft of his friends, 
he rednced a mtuk ff 30,900 Ihect) to a mere reafooable fiae. Bot hit 
Arabic original- is known only by the Perfian- and the Turkifh verilon^ 
The Saracenic hifVory of Ebn Amid, orEtrrradn, is faid to be an abridg- 
ment of the great Tabari (Ockley's^^ift. of tbe ^rpcena, V9I. ir pj^ 
face p. Txxix. and, liil of authurt* d Herbelnt, p 865» 87Q. 1014.). 

(11) Befidea the tifta of authors framed by Wideaui (Life of Maho« 
met, p. i79-*"i99.}t Ockjey (at the eod[ of his.fecend vofsoie), aq4 
Petit de la Croix (Hifl. de Gengifcan^ p. 515*— $$q.), we find in the Bib- 
liotheqve OrtCDiaie '90rn(i(, a catalogue o( two or three hoodred hiflo* 
riee or chrodicles of th^ £afl, of which not. more thab three or foar are 
older than Tabari. A lively flcetch of Oi Tenlal literature is given by 
Reiflte (in hia Prudidagmata ad Hagji Cfaaltf* iibrum memoriklem ad 
cUcen) AbulfedpB Tabolse 5}rix, Lipfic, iy66)i but his projeQ ts4 
the Freneh verfion of Petit de la Croix (Hill, de Timur B-c. lom. i. 
p|-cface, p xlv.) have fallen to the ground 

(13) The particular hiftoriana and geograpbera will be occafionally in* 
Crodnced. The four following titles reprefi;ot the annala, which haYe 
gnidrd me in thia general narrative. |. jtmnaks Butjcbii^ Patriartb^ 
jtiexandrini^ ah Ei/wufJt Pecockit^ 0x9/1, i6$<>, 1 veL. in 4(0. A pom* 
pons edition of an indifTerem . uthor, tranflated by Pocock to gratify tb« 
Prefl)yterian p cjmiices of his triemi S< Iden. %, Hifloria Haraeen'es 
Geargii Elmaciniy eperd etfiudio Thorns Erpeuii^ /« 4to, Lugd Hatav9* 
r««r, t62^f He is faid to have hallily traoflased a corrupt MS. and hia 
veifioo is often deHciem in flyle and feofe, 3. flifltria comppidiofa Vf 
naftiarum a Gregorio Ahulliaragio^ intcrprete Edwardc Po€9ckic^ in 4*% 
OxtMy \66\ More u eful lor the literary than the civil hiftory of the 
Eaft. 4 Abulfid^ 4nnnles Ji/fcjlemici ad 4nn, Hegir^^ ccccvi. a Jo, 
Jac Reifie, in 4^**^ Lrp/^e, i-jt^^. The be.fl of our Chronicles, both 
for the originai and verfion, yet how far below the name of Abulfeda, 
We know that he wrote at Han-iah, in the x v^^ century, '^he three 
former were Chriftlans of the xth, xii*^, and xiii«h centnries; the two 
^rPt natives of i^gypt> a Melchite patriarch, and a Jacobite fcribe 

hiftory 



3t4 THE DECLmfe AND PAlL 

l^ory have evet been Unknown to the'Afiatics 
(14); they are ignMant of the Ixws of cfiti- 
cifm ; and our mo^Hh chronicles of die lame 
period may be compared to their moft popular 
works, which ai*e iiever vivified by the fpirit of 
philofophy and freedom. The Oriental library 
of a Freitichman (15) would in(tni& the moft 
learned mufti of the Eaftj and perhaps the 
Arabs might not find in a fingle hiftorian, 10 clear 
and comprehenfive a narrative of their'^own ex- 
ploits, as that which will be deduced in the en- 
fuing (beets. 
laTtfion of L la the firft year of the firfl caliph, his lieu- 
a! D%3». tenant Caled, the fword of God, and the fcourge 
of the infidels, advanced to the banks of the 
Euphrates, and reduced the cities of Anbar and 
Hira. Weftward of the ruins of Babylon, a 
tribe of fedentary Arabs had fixed themfelves on 
4he verge of the defert ; and Hira was the feat 
of a race of kingf who had embraced the 
-Chriftian religion, and reigned above fix 
Jiutidred years uivder the ihadow of the throne 
^f Perria(i6). Thelaft of the Mondars was 
.defeated and llain by Caled ; his ion was fent a 
;;captive to Medina ; his nobles bowed before the 
•fucceflfor of the proj^et; the people was tempt- 
ed by the example and fuccefs of their country- 

ft4) M. de Gtttgnefl (Hift. de« Mobs, torn. 1. pr«f. p. xix, xx.) has 
«lMira6lerifed, with truth and knowledge, the two forts of Artbian hlf- 
toriin> the ^ry annaltfts, and the ntmid tnd flowery orator. 

• (15) Btbliotheqae Orieotale, pir M. d*Herbelot, in folio, Paris, 1697. 
'Fo^ th4 fchnraaer of the refjieaable author, confnft his friend Thevenot 
{Voyages dn Levant, part i. ch. 1 ■ ). His worK 1$ an agreeable mifceltany, 
'which mud gratify every tafte; but I nerer can digeft the alphabetical 
•order, and I find him more fatisFaftory in the Perfian than the Arabic 
'hiKory. The recent fupplement from the papers of M. M Vifoeioa 

• and Gaff and (in folioy La Haye> 1779I is of a different caft, t medley of 
tales, proverbs, and Chinefe antiquities. 

{^6) Pocock will cxplafn the chronology (Specimen, Hift. Arabutn, 
p. 6^—74), and d'Anvrlle* the Geography (I 'En ph rate et le Tigrc, p. 

• i^s), of the Dynafty of the Almohdars. The Englifli fcholtr nnderftoud 
m«e Arabic than the Mufti of Aleppo (Ockley, voL ii. p. 34): the 

'French geographer is equally at home in every age and every climate of 
tiM world. 

men; 
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i\ and the caliph adc^tcd as the firftihiittf 

of foreigo? Gomfttfift, an annual. triBute of feven* 

if dsfiUfsuid :;pteQieat»f gcdd. nhe conqvierors^ 

ajid even their hiflboiiaM,: wereaftomlhed by the 

dawn of their Asture greatthefa:* ^^ In the fame 

year^ fayi l&kiacin, ^^ Caled' fought many fiiigle 

<^ battles; ^ immenfe mvditititde'of the iaA* 

**^ 4^ wasil^ttgh^red; and fpoils, infinite and 

** innumerable, T^iae acquired by the viAorious 

^ Moflc^9(i7).'^ £Axtthc:inTincibleCaledu^ 

ibon tradsfemriad to.theSyiaairwsr* the iiivafion 

of the Perfiim frontier urs^^ .c^nduded by lef$ 

a£dve or left: pttident commanders : the Saracens 

wererepuUed with I0& in -the pai&ge pf the 

Euphrates ; and, though t^ chaftifed the info^ 

leM purfnit of * the Magiaxisv^ tbeii remaining 

fqvee& ftilk IsqvaDed in: the deiert of Babvlgn, 

The indigmtian and feaiv of the P^ruans fuC BtuicoC 
pended im a moment thdr hitefUne divlfiona. a'!'^ isV- 
By^.the unanhnoua fentenccnof the prieftsi and 
ixohlesy their* ^ueen Ar2^a was depofed^ 
tihe fixth' of the tranfient u&irpers who had 
-anfen' and ^'zai^twii in lAitee or four years, 
finee Ae dmith of Chofroer and the retreat 
!of Havadius* . Her tiara Nvas pUeed on the 
bead of Yezdegard, die grandfon of Choifrces; 
and tiie fame sbrav ^hich ^coincides with an af^ 
tronomieai'penod 0^)9 has recorded the fall of 
• ■' ■ the 

-(t7) Fecitet CbaUii pioram m hoc tsoMftioi^ in q4i'4iiii ▼i^ertint 
|4mftimi, tt Jir/Ui^mm immciMa. mattntidnw «ccM fp^lia MttHt et li^ 
nnmera funt na£ki (Hid Saraceoica, p. 20.). The CbrHVitn aniMtlift 
flid«» iaCo the oaiiiaiaal ^nd- eompendiov* teMJi ot mfidtb^ «ifd I «fcen 
tdopt (I hope witfcoot ii:anda>>thit dMrtaenllto ia«d« of expreffibiv. 

(t8> A cycle of 'no yean, tbeead «f whtdh an iotercalapy hitmthr'«f 
30 day* luppHed ibe vfe ef onv BM^xcile, and Keftorc^ ihe imegrity df 
the folar yea*, tiv afcoat r«««iunoD of ^444 fMrs, ihU }frterca)a»os 
was fucccfiively removed from flhe firft to thtf tiadith itimmI^; biic Hydt 
and Kreree arc kiv£(Ived ia a profbuad^roittrov^rfy, «(KeUt«r th« i*i^ef vc> 
or oniy eight of 4hel« changes wcvt accomp1iflf«d 4iefoF« the sftra of Ye»- 
degerd,' wbicbia uiuoiiooiiiy fixed Co the i6ith6f J«ne A. O. 6^%, How 
Uborioufly does the curioaa fpirit of Biirop* evplvre the darfc^ft antfT moft 

diftant 
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the Saflanian dynafty and the religion of Zoro« 
after (19). The youth and inexperience of the 
prince, he was only fifteen years of age, declined 
a perilous encounter f the royal ftandard was J^ 
livered into the hatids of his general Ruftam ; 
and a remnant of thirty thoufand regular troops 
was fwelled in truth, or in opinion, to one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand fubjeds, or allies,; of 
the great king. The Moflems, whofe number^ : 
were reinforced from twelve to thirty thoufutd^ 
had pitched dietr camp in the plains of Cadefia 
(20) : and their line, though it coniifted of fewer 
men^ could produce more/oldiers than the un«> 
wieldy hod of the infidels. I fliall here obferve 
what I mufl often repeat, that the charge of the 
Arabs was not like that of the Greeks and Rod- 
mans, the effort of a firm and compad infutry ; 
• their military force was chiefly formed of cavalry 
and archers; and the engagement, which was 
citen interrupted and often renewed by fingle 
combats*^ and flying fl^irmiihes^ might be pro^ 
traded without any decifive event to the conti- 
nuance of feveral days. The periods of the bat- 
tle of Cadefia were aiftinguiihed by their pecu- 
liar appellations* The firft, from the weU*timed 
appearance of fix thouiand of the Syrian bre- 
thren, wiis denominated the day 6i fuccaur. 
The day of conctiffion might exprels the diforder 
of one> or perhaps of both, of the contending 

iTifftne antiq«itiet,(Hy4le<» de ReliffioBC Poftnun* c- i^t^-^iS. p. i8i«« 
zii. Freret io the Men. de l*Ac4demie det Infcnptiona, torn. zvi. p< 

a33— 467.)! 

(19) Nine dayi after tbc detUi. of Mahomet (7th Jane A. D. 631), w« 
6Qd the era of Yexdc[|erd i6tb June A. P. 631,) and hit accefliofi caq* 
not be poflpooed beyood the end oi the firft year. His predeceffon could 
not therefore refill the arms of the caliph Omar, and thefe anqoeftiona« 
ble dates overthrow tbt thoughtJefa chronology of Abulpharagi as. See 
Ockley*s Hift.of the Saracens, irol. u p. 130. 

(zo) Cadefia^ fays the Nuhiao geographer (p. 111 ), it in marginc feii- 
tndinis, 61 leagues from Bagdad, and twoftations from Cn fa. Otter 
(Voyage, torn. i. p. 163.) rMkons 1$ leagaeS| tnd ubfenrea, that (ha 
place U fnppHtd with date« and water. 

, armies, 
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armies. The third, a noflumal tumult, receiv* 
ed the whimfical name of the night of barkings 
from the difcordant clamours, which were com* 
pared to the inarticulate founds of the fierceft 
anitnals. The morning of the fucceeding day 
determined the fate of Perfia v and a feafonable 
whirlwind drove a cloud of dufl againft the 
faces of the unbelievers. The qlangor of arms 
was re-echoed to the tent of Ruftam, who, far 
unlike the ancient hero of his name, was gent- 
ly reclining in a cool and tranquil (hade, amidit 
the baggage of his camp, and the train of mules 
that were laden with gold and filver. On the 
found of danger he ftarted from his couch ; but 
his flight was overtaken by a valiant Arab, *who 
cat^ht him by the foot, ftrugk off his head, 
hoifted it on a lance, and inftantly returning to 
the field of battle, carried daughter and difmay 
among the thickefl ranks of the Perfians. The 
Saracens confefs a lofs of feven thoufand five 
hundred men ; and the battle of Cadefia is juftly 
defcribed by the epithets of obflinate and atro- 
cious (ai). The ilandard of the monarchy was 
overthrown and captured in the field — r-a lea- 
thern apron of a blackfmith, who, in ancient 
times, had arifen the deliverer of Perfia; but 
this badge of heroic poverty was difguifed, and 
almoft concealed by a profiifion of precious 
gems (22). After this viftory, the wealthy pro- 
vince of Irak or Affyria fubmitted to the caliph, 
and his conquefts were firmly eltabliflied by the 
fpeedy foundation of Baffora (23), a place which 

ever 

(ti) Atrox, contomax, plus feivul r«novatvim, tire the well-choCeo 
€xpreflion8 qf the iranflater o^ Abolfedi (Reiflce>. p. €^.). 
' i^^) D'Herbelot, Bibliotbeotte OricDtaclej -p 197:348. 

(45) The reader mty fatUfy himfcJf on the fubjeft of Baflora, by 
confulcing Che following writers : Geograph Nubienf p. 121. D*Herbe- 
lot, Bibbotliequc Orieatale, p.. 19a. D*AnviJlr, L'Euphrateet l^Tigcfe, 
p. 130. 133. I4(;. Rayxsa^, Hift Philolbphiqiie d€& deux lodes,- toni. !i. 
p .^.^loo. Voyages di Pieuo della Valle, torn. iv. p. 370—39 »• De 

Taveraier, 
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ever comtrldiftds the trade and navigation of the 
Perfian^. At the diftahce of fourfcore itifles 
from the Gu!f, the Euphrates and Tigris unite 
in a broad and difeft curteiit, ^hich is aptly 
ftyled the river of^ the Arabs. In the mid-ivay, 
between the jun^ion and the mouth of thefe 
famous ftreams, the new fettlement was planted 
oii the weftern bank : the firft colony was cotn- 
pofed of eight hundred MolleAs ; but the in- 
fluence of the fituation foon reared a fldurifhing 
^nd populous capital. The air, though excef- 
iirely hot, is'pure and healthy: the meadows 
are filled with palm-trees and cattle ; atid one of 
the adjacent vallies has beeil celebrated among 
Fomidation the four paradifes or gardens of Afia. Under 
•f B.(for.. ^Ijc firft calij^hs,. the jurifdiftion of this Arabian 
colony extended over the fouthern provindcs of 
Periia : the city has been fantShified by the tombs 
of the companions and martyrs ; anti the veffels 
of Europe ftill frequent the port of Baffora, as 
a convenient fltatibn and pafiagie of the Indian 
trade. 
Sack of Ma- After thc defeat of Cadefia, a country inter- 
dayo, fefted by rivers and canals might have oppofed 
March. ^^' an infupcrable barrier to the viftoribUS cavalry ; 
and the walls of Ctefiphon or Madayn, which 
had refifted the battering-rattis 5f the Romans, 
would not haVe yielded to the darts of the Sa- 
raciettS. But the flying Perfiahs * were overcome 
by the belief, that the laft day bf their religion 
and empire was at hand: the ftrbtigeft pofts 
Were a1)alidoncdby treachery or towardlce ; and 
the king, with a part of his family and trea- 
fures, efcaped to Holwan at the foot of the Me- 
dian hills. In the third month after t^q battle, 
Said, the lieutenant of Omar, paffed the Tigris 

. Taverni«r, torfi L p. «4o*-^7» De TheyrB4t, totii« ii. ^ f4$«^5S4. 
D'Qcter, wm. iU p, 4S^'78. D«.Ntebabi> torn; ii. p. 17a-— 199. 

Without 
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without oppofition; the capital was taken by 
afiault ; and the diforderly refiftance of the peo* 
pie gave a keener edge to the fabres of the Mof* 
iemS) who fliouted with religious tranfport, 
^^ This is the white palace of Chofroes, this is 
" the promife of the apoftle of God !" The na*. 
ked robbers of the defert were fuddenly enriched 
beyond the meafure of their hope or knowledge. 
Each chamber revealed a new treafure fecreted 
with art, or oftentatioufly difplayed ; the gold 
and filver, the various wardrobes and precious 
furniture, furpaffed (fays Abulfeda) the eftimate 
of fancy or numbers ; and another hiftorian de« 
fines the untold and almoft infinite mafs, by the 
^bulous computation of three thoufands of 
thoufands of thou&nds of pieces of gold (24). 
Some minute though carious fads reprefenr the 
contraft of riches and ignorance. From the re- 
mote iflands of the In^anOcean,^ a large pro- 
vifion of camphire (25) had. been imported, 
which is tmfloyed with a mixture of wax to il- 
luminate the palaces of theEail. Strangers to 
the name and properties of that odoriferous gum, 
the Saracens, nriftaking it for fait, mingled the 
camphire in their bread, and were aftoniihed at 
the bittemefs of the tafte* One of the apart- 
ments of the palace was decorated widi a carpet 
of filk^ lixty cubits in length, and as many in 
breadth : a paradife or gard^ was d^idured on 
the ground'} the flowers^ fruits, and fhrdss 

($4) Mcnif vi» pc>t«ft oumerov* comprebcndi quanU. ffioM* . . « . 
Boftris ceiTeridt. Abulfeda, p. 69. Yet I ftill fttfpeft, thtt the enrff- 
vftgtot ■umbers of Eimacia may be the error, not of the text,^but of 
the veriioo. The bed tranflttors from the Greek, for iafliDce, I find to 
be vei 7 poor arithmeticians. 

(15) The (SaflrtpKne tree grows Tn Chma ihd Ujpan J but rraOy hiui- 
dred weight of thofe meaner forts are exchanged for a Hngle pound ^f 
"thefliore piecioUi gum of Borneo and S^umaira (Rayhal, Hift. PhiJoib^i^. 
torn.. i. p. 36* — 3^5. Diaionnaire,d''Hi(l. Naturellc par Bomare. Mil- 
lar's Garden«i**& Dt^ldniry). Thefe' hay he the iltands of the fiilt tfi- 
mate from whence the Arabians imported thtir camphire (Oebgfaph. 
^*>b- P* 349 3S* <i*Herbelot» p. «3i). 

were 
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were imitated by the figures of the gold em* 
broidery, and the colours of the precious ftones ; 
and the ample fquare was encircled by a varie- 
gated and verdant border. The Arabian gene- 
ral perfuaded his foldiers to relinquifh their 
claim, in the reafonable hope, .that the eyes of 
the caliph would be delighted with the.fplendid 
workmanfhip of nature and induftry. Regard- 
lefs of the merit of art and the pomp of royalty, 
the rigid Omar divided the prize among his 
brethren of Medina : the pifture was deftroyed ; 
but fuch was the intrinfic value of the materials, 
that the fhare of Ali alone was fold for twenty 
thoufand drams. A mule that carried away the 
tiara and cuirafs, the belt and bracelets of Chof- 
roes, was overtaken by the purfuers ; the gor- 
geous trophy was prefented to the commander 
of the faithful, ami the j^aveft of the compa- 
nions condefcended to fnule when they beheld 
the white beard, hairy arms, and uncouth figure 
of the veteran, who was invefted with the fpoiis 
of the great king (26). The fack of Ctefiphon 
was followed by its defertion and gradual decay. 
Foondation The Saracens difliked the air and fituation of the 
of cof». place, and Omar was advifed by hist general to 
remove the feat of government to the weftern 
fide of the Euphrates. In evetj age the foun- 
dation and ruin of the Aflyrian cities has been 
eafy and rapid ; the country is deftitute of ftone 
and timber, and the moft folid itrudures(27) 
are compofed of bricks baked in the fun, and 
joined by a cement of the native bitumen. The 



(26) See Gtgnier, Vie de Mahomet^ torn. i.p. 37^, 377, I may ere* 
^tf the itSt^ without btljeving ihe prophecy. 

(27) The mod c^-nfidei Able ruins of Affyria are the cower of Belus, at 
tiabytoo, and the hall of Cbofroes, at CteHphon : they have been vifiied 
iy that vain and curious uaveller PieCro deila Valle (torn. i. p. 7l3— 
^S. 731— 735.). 



name 
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name of Cfj/a (28) defcribes an habitation of 
reeds an4 earth ; but the importance of the 
new capital was fupported by the numbers, 
wealth, and fpirit of a colony of veterans ; and 
their licentioufnefs was indulged by the wifeft 
caliphs who were apprehenftve of provoking the 
revolt of an hundred thoufand fwords : '* Ye 
" men of Cufa," faid Ali, who folicited their 
aid, ^^ you have been always confpicuous by 
" your valoun You conquered the Perfian 
'^ king, and fcattered his forces, till you had 
** taken poffeifion of his inheritance.** This 
mighty conqueft was atchieved by the battles of 
jalula and Nehavend. After the lofs of the 
former, Yezdegerd fled, from Holwan and con- 
cealed his fliame and defpair in the mountains of 
Farfiftan, from whence Cyrus had defcended 
with his equal and valiant companions. The 
courage of the nation furvived that of the mo- 
natch ; among the hills to the fouth of Ecba- 
tana or Hamadan, one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand Persians made a third and final fland for 
their religion and country; and the decifive 
battle of Nehavend was flyled by the Arabs the 
viftory of vidories. If it be true that the flying 
general of the Perfians was flbpt and overtaken 
in a crowd of mules and camels laden with 
honey, the incident, however flight or fmgular, 
will denote the luxurious impc^diments of an 
Oriental army (29). 

The geography of Perfia is darkly delineated Cooquett of 
by the Greeks an^ Latins j but the mofl illuflri- ^*'J[*'p. 
ous of her cities appear to be more ancient than <37*-65i. 
the invafion of the Arabs. By the reduftion of 

(28) Confult the article of Coufahlniiit Bibliotheque of d*Herbek>t 
(p. 277, 178), ftod the iecood volume of Ockley** kiitoryi psrticvlariy 
p. 40. and IC3. 

(19) See the article of NihavetiJ^n d'Herbelot, p. 667, 66%. i and 
Voyages ea Turqitie et e&Perfe, par Otter, Com. i. p> 191. 

Vol. IX. Y Hamadan 



Haimdaa and: lipghaa^viof .Cafwift,v^Ttu|i99 ^andi 
Rei^ they ' gradually' ai^ripswhtd ti*erflioi^,p£tkc- 
Cafpian: Sea^; iand tberM'atots.ofMec^jmght 
a|>plaud the: fucc^fsiadd^ ^pitdtiQf-thfirrJaitljfiJ,/ 
\^ho« had already) loflfi^tL oS^ tbei^ortbi^rj^'bearj : 
ancb t^ad almoftitcanfGaided.l^boiui^Qp t^^^^^ 
haKitible OTorld(3Q). ;, Again twiiing Itowfty^Sj 
the Weft and the RoniAn; edipite, tl^j repafled^ 
tlje Tigris owop the bridge ^ftMofiU^o^nd^Jii 
the C2q>iive province ofi Armenia dnU^/l!^f§po«' 
timiaV embracedL their fluftorioi^hi^ejthr^A^of ^€» 
Syiiian arhiyi " 'Fromthe.palacQof . Jladayn.lheir- 
Eaftef n. pi-ogvefr : v^s not. lef» rapid .or ^^^^fWe. . 
Tlhcy SDdvancedalong'ihe. Tigris. land the; Qutf ;f 
penetrated through the pafles of the:inountains' 
into the valley of Eftachar or Pezfepolis ; and 
profaned the lad fan£tuary of the Magian em- 
pire. The grandfon of Chofroe$ was nearly fur- 
prifed among the falling columns and mutilated 
figures ; a fad emblem of the pad and prefent 
fortune of Perfia (31 J : he fled with accelerated 
hafte over the defert of Kirman, implored the 
aid' of the warlike rSegcAans, > an4 >foUght*r an 
kutnbk refuse od the^vbrge^of thi? TurUlb ^n4 
Qhiaefe power.: 7But a y Morions army is iafeif- 
fihle< of latigme 1 ^ the Acabs divided th^r • i&sces 
in^'thci ptirfuitvof a tifmorous. enemy ; an4Hlv 
qaliph*' Othman ..promifed the government rof 
Chorafan to- the firfl:. general who* fliQuki.enter 
that large and populous country, the kingdom af 

^ . (^o) It ij^ 10 fuch ft ftyle of ignorance and fvonder that the Ath^oiaa 
^ ' orator d'efcfil^s th^Ardiiccnn<)udU of Alexander,' Wha never advanced 
— fcij^)|ondthie fho~rei of .the C«4|> an. • AXf{«»4poc.«f«» njic «tfKTu luit ^ •ph^ 
fAvmfy,9>'tyv ittv^ irtto-t.s fA,s9n;^^U' Efchines contra- Ctefiphontem, torn. 
ifi/\) 554, «dft. Grxc Orator. Rerflfey -^TW« nAMAoriiMe^cftiife wa* plaai- 
edat Athens, Olynnp. cxii. 3. (before Cbrift 330), in the autunnn (Taj* 
If C prefat. p^ zyo^ &c.), about, a year after the. battle of , Arbela i . and 
Alepcajider,,. in diie pucfuit of/t)arlus, wat inarching towarda HyrcanU 
ahd BadrianaV 

> (3') W^^>vfr indebted for this curious particalar to^ the Dyiuftjcs of 
Abulpharagiixs) p. ti6 •, but it is needlefs to prove th^ identity of £fti« 
char and Perr«poIis (d'Herbelot, p» 3^7-)*; and^ ftill more needled to 
copy the drftWinga and defcriptioaa of Sir John Cbardin, -4Nr ConDciUe le 
Bruyn* 

the 
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the .ancient Badrians.-^The condition was accept* 
ed ;( the prize was deferved; the ftandard of Ma- 
homet was, planted on the walU of Herat, Merou, 
and Balch, and the fuccefsful leader neithel* halted 
nor repqfed tillhis foaming cavalry had, tafted the 
waters of the Oxus. In rfie public anarchy, the 
independent governors oFthe cities and caftles ob-, 
tained tljieir feparate capitulations : the.terms were 
granted or impofed by the efteem, the prudenpe, 
or the compaffion, of the viftors \ and a fimple 
profeffion of faith eftablifhed.thc diftin^ion be- 
tween' a brother and a flave^ After a noble 
defence, Harmozan, the prince or fatfap o^ 
Ahwaz aifd Sufa, was compelled. to furrender^ 
his perfbn and his ftate to the difcretion of the 
caliph ; and their interview exhibits a portrait 
of the Arabian manners. In the prefence, and 
by the command, of Omar, the gay Barbarian 
was defpoiled of his iilken robes embroidered 
with gold, and of his tiara bedecked with 
rubies and emeralds : " Are you now fenfiblc," 
laid the conqueror to his naked captive ; " are 
" you now fenfible of the judgment of God, 
" and of the different rewiirds of infidelity 
•* and obedience ?" " Alas !" replied Har- 
ittozan, ** I feel them too deeply. In the 
** days of our common ignorance, we fought 
** with the weapons of the flefh, and my lU* 
" tion was fuperion God was then neuter: 
" fince he has efpoufed your quarrel,, you have 
" fubverted our kingdom and religion." Op- 
preffed by this painful dialogue, the Perfian 
complained of intolerable thirft, but difcovered 
fome apprehenfion lieft he Ihould h& killed whilft 
he was drinking a cup of water. ** Be of good 
" courage, faid the caliph, " your life is fafe 
" till you have drank this Water:*' the crafty 
fatrap accepted the ajflfurance,. and inftantly 
dafhed the vafe againft the ground. Omar would, 
have ayei^ed the deceit ; but his companions 
Y 2 reprefented 
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reprefented the fanftity of an oath j and the 

fpecdy converfion of Harmozan entitled him 

not, only to a free pardon, but even to a ftipend 

of two thoufand pieces of vgold. The admi- 

niftration of Perfia was regulated by an a£tuat 

furvey of* the people, the cattle, and the /ruitsf 

of the e^rth(32); and this monument which 

attefts the vigilance of the caliphs, might have 

inftrufted the philofophers of every age (33). 

De«kh of The flight of Yezdegerd had carried him be- 

iL D^fisl^'yondthc Oxus, and as far as the Jaxartes, two 

rivers (34) of ancient and modern renown, 

which defcend from the mountains of India 

, '^J towards the Cafpian Sea. He was hofpitably 

^ entertained by Tarkhan, prince of Fergana (35), 

f •; a fertile province on the Jaxartes ; the king of 

Samarcand, . with the Turkilh tribes of Sogdiana 

and Scythia, were moved by the lamentations 

and promifes of the fallen monarch ; and he 

folicited by a fuppliant embafly, the more folid 

and powerful friendlhip of the emperor of 

China (36). The virtuous Taitfong (37), the 

firft ttf the dynafty of the Tang, may be juftly 

(31) After the conqveft of Perfia, Theophanes adds, «vtw U tm 

ll q aytmy^a^ julx a^Bptitw'iieu-.Kmvm kai ^h/twv (Chronograph, p. 183.). 

(33) Amidft our meagre relations, I muft regret, that d'Herbeloc has 
not found and ufed^ Periian tranflatiooof Tabari, enriched, as he fay^ 
with many ^ttrafts from the native hiftorians of the Ghebers or Magi 
(Bihlioth^qMe Oriemale, p. 1014 )• 

(34) "^he mod authentic accounts of the two rivers, the Sihon (Jax- 
artes), and the Gihon (Oxus), may be found in Sherif al £drifi (Geo- 
graphy Nubienf. p. 138). Abulfeda(Dercript. Chorafan.inHudfon, torn, 
iii. p. 23.). Abttighaai Khan who reigned on thieir banks (Hid. Geoea- 
logique des Tatars, p. 3%. 57. 766, and the Tiinciih Geographer, % MS. 
in the icing of France*s libraiy (Bxamen Critique des Hiftoriens d* Alex- 
andre, p. 194—360.1. 

(35) The territory of Fergana »s defcribed by Abolfeda, p 7d, 77. 

(36) £0 redegit anguftiarum euadem regem exfulem, at Turcici regit, 
et Sogdiaoi, et Sineofis, auxilia miflis Uteris imploraret (Abnlfed. An- 
oftl- p- 74- )• 'The conneftbn of the Perfian and Chinefe hiftory ia il- 
luftrated by PrereC (Mem. de TAcadcnSie, torn. xvi. p. 14; — &}$.)« *o^ 
de Guigtfea (Hift. des Huns, torn. i. p. s4-*S9)i and for the geography 
of the borders* torn. ii. p. i-~43.). 

(37) Hift. Sinict, p. 41^46. in the iii< part, of the R^lattooa Cu- 
rie afes of Theveoot< 

compared 
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coxnpared with the Antoriines of Rome: hit 
people enjoyed the blefiings of profperity and 
peace ; and his dominion was acknowledged by 
forty .four hords of the Barbarians of Tartary. His 
laft garrifons of Caihgar and Khoten maintained 
a fre^ent intercourfe with their neighbours of the 
Jaxajrtes and Oxus ; a recent colony of Perfians , 
had introduced into China the aftronomy of the 
Magi ; and Taitfong might be alarmed by the 
rapid .progrefs and dangerous vicinity of the 
Arabs. The influence, and. perhaps the fup. 
plieSy of China revivcfi the hopes or Yezdegerd 
and the zeal of the>wor(hippers of fire ; and he 
returned with aft army of Turks to conquer the 
inheritance of his fathers. The fortunate Mof** 
lems, without unfheathing their fwords^ were 
the fpeftatprs of his ruin and death. The grands* 
.fon of Chofroes was betrayed by his fervant, 
infulted by the fcditious inhabitants of Merou, 
and opprefled, defeated^ and purfued^ by his 
Barbarian allies. He reached the banks of a 
river, and offered his rings and bracelets for an 
inftant paffage in a miller's boat. Ignorant or 
infenfible of royal diftrels, the ruftic replied, 
that four drams of filver were the daily profit 
of his mill, and that he would not fufpend his 
work unlefs the lofs was repaid. In this mo- 
ment of hefitation and delay, the laft of the 
Saflanian kings was overtaken and flaughtered 
by the Turkifh cavalry, in the nineteenth year 
of his unhappy reign (38). His fon Firuz, an 
humble client of the Chinefe emperor, accepted 
the ftation of captain of his guards ; and the 
Magian worfhip wag long preferved by a colony 
of loyal exiles in the province of Bucharia. 

'- d^]^ ^ hwe endeavoured to harmonize the vtrions oari«tives of El- 
mtcin(Hift Stracen. p. 37.)9 Abalphat-agius (Dynaft. p. ii6.), AbuU 
feda (Annal. p. 74. 79 ), and d*Herbelot (p. 485.). Tl)^ end of Yez 
dc|;erd WMOotooJy unfortuoate btttobJcure, .. 

His '' 
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His grandfon inherited the regil name; but^ 
after a fiaint and fruitlefs enterpnfe, he returned 
to China, and ended his days iii the palace of 
Sigan. The male line of the Safianides was 
extinft; but the female captives, the daughters 
of Peffia, were given to the conquerors in fer- 
vitude or marriage ; and the race of the caliphs 
and imams wias ennobled by the blood of their 
rbyil mothers (.'f9)» c . .. 

The con. After the fell of the Perfian kingdom, the 
TVanfoxi- ^'^^^ ^^^^ divided the territories bt the Sara- 
tnt, ciens and of the Turks. This harrow boundary 

A. D.710. ^j^g f^^^ overleaped by the fpirit Of the Ai-abs : 
the governors of Chorafan exteivded their fuc- 
c'^ffive inroads ; and one' of their triumphs was 
adorned with the buikin of a Turkifli queen, 
which (he dropt in her precipitate flight beyond 
the hills of Bochara 1 40). But the final conqueft 
of Tranfoxiana(4i:), as well as of Spain, was 
referved for the glorious reign of the ina£live 
Walid ; and the name of Catibah, the camel- 
driver, declares the origin and merit of his fuc- 
cefsful lieutenant. While one of his colleagues 
difplayed the firft Mahometan banner on the 
banks of the Indus, the fpacious regions be- 

(39) The two dtHghters of yezdcgcTcf mariiod HafTui, the fon of 
All, and ^obammed, the Ton qf Abubfkcr^ and iiie.6rft of thefe was. 
the father of a numeious* progeny. The daughter of ^hifoux became 
the wife of the caliph Walld, and their fon Yedd deiivet) hji^nttinc.or 
fabulous defcent fronn the Chofroe? of Perfia, the Csefars of (Roma, aod^ 
the Chagans of the Turks or Avars (d*HerbeIot, Bibliot. '(>rieutale, p. 
9«.487)- .... 

(40) It was valued at 2000 pieces of gold, and T^af the prize of ObeU 
dollah, the fon of Ziyad, a name afterward«t infarntouffby th^i^rder^o^ 
Hofein (OckIey*8 HiUory of the Saiacen^, vol. Ji. p* 144^ ri43.). Hia 
brother Salem, waK accumpanied by bis -wife, the firft Arabian womta 
(a. 5. 680. ). wh6 palled the Oxus : fhe borrowed,' dr nather (loWyChe- 
crpwp and jjcwels^t-f the princeis of the Sk>gd»ans (j). ^ju 135.) '^ ^ 

(41) A part of Abulfeda*s geography is tranflaied by Greavefa, iofert« 
ed in Hudfon^s collection of the minor geographers (torn, iii.), and eo- 
titled; Defcriptio Choraftnise ec Ma^arahubrmiA^ ^^^ ro^dilirf extra, 
ihivium Oxum, p. 80. The. name of 7\atts cxianas'Uilke,r\m (owA^ 
equivalent in fenfi;, ia aptly ufed by Petit de ii Croix (Hift. dc Oeofif- 
can* &c.}, and fome modern Oricotalitlt, but they aretinifttkeo io n£% 
c^ibin^ it to the writers of antiquity. 

tween 
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t^^recn the QkttiSi liie Jaslartei, and theOafpian 
Scai. wbte^niducrid'hy the arms of Cattbah to the 
obeiBiaftSc^of tBe |)»phrt'knd'p^ the caliph (42).^ 
A triWite bf :twiirmiiiions of piecesvof ^old -was 
mipoferfop/the inffdtls'V^Ke}/ idols; Vf^bre 'burnt 
tyr brdceii';;t6e Mtfllilm.sirt chief p^^^ a 

fermon iri'the AeWmbfch-df -Carizrtie ;'r after 
ftveral' battles] the. Turing. hbrdsw,cte ^rWen 
back to ^hfe aefei*' f ikii the tm^irArs^x^ <}fiiha' 
fbKcite4 the^itMdftap^of 'the yiaoridtrs Arkbs.* 
To Aelr iriSrilry; ^th* pfbfperity'lbf the prb^^ 
♦ihce, fTie.So]^di^a\pf the "ancients J majyin^a' 
gte2?t.iAearure*beafcribea ;'-'but the advahtagei 
of the foil and^climatc'liad^ceii underftooid and 
cilltivated fince'the'reigri^'^of :tKe Mafe^onian; 
kjnfis. , Beforfe %he 'invifion df the 'Saracens; 
Oanzme, Bbchatai and Bartriarcand, ^'Werfe ^rch 
and populons 'under' me ytokeof the (ftephefd^ 
of the north. Thefe cities were furroinded wittf 
a double wall ; and the exterior fortification, of 
a larger circumference, inclofed the fields and 
gardens of the adjacent diftrift. The mutual 
wants of India and Europe were fupplied by the 
diligence of the Sogdian merchants ; and the 
ineuimable art of transforming linen into paper, 
has been' diflFufed from the manufafture of Sa- 
markand qvpr the ,weftern world (43). 

IL !Mo n fpdner had Ali'ubeker reftor^d; theiinvtfion of /^-^^ 
unicv'^of feitli^ and^gbvernment, than he diP^^*'^'^ ^^ 
patcned k circular letter (o t!be Arabian tribes^ ' ' ^^'^^ISL^ 
** In the naipe of the moft merciful God, to the? 

" reft of the true believers. Health and hap^ 

> I * ■.■••'■•. ' > 

■ ' . . ' ' : . ■•■'!;■•'..■» 

(41) The cooq^ieftsof Catibfth are faintly marked by Elmaqln :( Hifl. 
Saracen, p. .84), d'Herbelot (Blbliot. Orient. Cattail Samarcan^ f^aliJLjf 
and de Guignes (Hift. des Han*, torn. i..p. 581 $9.) .^ . . 

'(43T ^ curious cuiefcripti<^ of Saonrcand is inferted in the Bibliptheca 
Arabko-Hifpana* toip, i. p. «o8, ^c. The librarian, Ca(iri (tom-j.ii '9.} 
relates, fro|n •q'ed^ble teftimoi^y, that paper was 6 r(l imported from Chin 
na to Samarcand, A. H. 30. ai^d ifventfJ^ or rather introduced, a| 
Mecca* A. H. 88. The Efcuriai library contains paper MSS. as old 'as 
th'c iv^** or v*^ century of the Hegira. 

" pinefs, 
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^^ pmefSy and the mercy and blefling pf God be 
^* upon you. I praife the mo(i high God, and 
' ** I pray for his prophet Mahomet. This is to 

«< acquaint you, that I intend to fend the true 
** believers into Syria (44) to take it out of the 
*^ hands of the infidels. And I would have you 
*^ know, that the fighting for religion is an a£t 
** of obedience to God." His mefiengers re- 
turned with the tidings of pious and martial ar- 
dour which they had kindled in cvery^irovince ; 
and the camp of Medina was fucceii^vely filled 
with the intrepid bands of the Saracens, who 
panted* for adion, complained! of the heat of 
the feafon and the fcarcity of provifions ; 
and accufed with impatient murmurs the de- 
lays of the caliph. As foon as their numbers 
were complete, Abubeker afcended the hill, 
reviewed the men, the horfes, and ithe arms, 
and poured forth a fervent prayer for the fuccefs 
of their undertaking. In perfon, and on foot, 
he accompanied the firft day's march ; and when 
the blufhing leaders attempted to difmount, 
the caliph removed their fcruples by a de- 
claration,^, that thofe who rode,, and thofe 
who walked in the fervice of religion, were 
equally meritorious. His inflru£lion (45) to 

(44) A feparttc hiftory of the coaquell of Syria lias been compofed by 
Al Wakidi, cadi of Bagdad, who was born A. D. 748, and' ^ied A. D. 
8ia : he likewife wrote the ^ronqoeft o^ Egypt, of Diarbekir, &c. 

. Above the meagre and recent chronicles of the Arabians, Al Wakidi 
has the double merit of antiquity and copioufnels^ '^His tales tad traditi- 
ons afford an artlefs pi£tbr«.of the men and the times. Yet b,ia narrative 
is too often defective, .triflfing, and improbable. Tilt fomething better . 
Aall be found, his lesrhed and rplitfed: intcrpfeter {OckJey, io his biftoiy '. 
of the Saracens, vol i. p. ii— 34X.) will not deferve the petulant ani-. ' 
KOadveriion of Keiike ( Prodidagmata ad Hsgji ChalifigeTabttIss, p. I36.).. 
I am forry to think that the labours of Ockiey were confuramated in a 
jail (fee bfTtwo prefaces to the I •( vol. A. -D. 1708, to the z^ 1718^ 
with the ^ft of aathors'at the end.) 

(45) TnlB^ inftruAions, &c. of the Syrian war, arc defcribed by Al 
Wakidi and bckley, torn. i. p. 11—17, &c In the fcquel it is necef> 
fary to contract, and needlefs to quote their circumftantial narrative. 
My obligations (o others ihali be m'ticed. 

the 
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the chiefe of the Syrian army, were infpired by 

the \varlike fanaticifm vhicn advances to feize, 

and affefbs to defpife, the objed:s of earthly am? 

bition* ^^ Remember," faid the fucceflor of 

the prophet, *^ that you are always in the pre* 

*' fence of God, on the verge of death, in the 

*^ aflurance of judgment, and the hope of para* 

^^ dife. Avoid injuftice and oppreilion } confult 

*' with your brethren, and ftudy to preferve the 

** love and confidence of your troops. When 

•* you fight the battles of the Lord, acquit your? 

^* felveslike men, without turning your backs; 

** but let not your viftory be ftained with the 

•* blood of women or children. Deftroy no 

^^ palm-trees, iior burn any fields of corn. 

** Cut down no fruit-trees, nor do any mifchief 

*• to cattle, only fuch as you kill to eat. When 

^^ you make any covenant or article, ftand to 

f^ it, and be as good as your word. As you 

^* go on, you will find fome religious perlons 

** who live retired in monafteries, and propofe 

** to themfelves to ferve God that way: let 

** them alone, and neither kill them nor de- 

" ftroy their monafteries (46) : And you will 

** find another fprt of people tha( belong to the 

*^ fynagogue of Satan, who have fliaven crowns 

" (47); be fure you cleave their feuUs, and . 

** give them no quarter till they either turn 

" Mahometans or pay tribute.*' All profane 

or frivolous converfation ; all dangerous recoU 

leftion of ancient quarrels was feverely prohi- 

(46) Notv^ Ithftanding this precept, M. Paw (Rechercbes fur les Egjp^ 
tteos, torn if. p. 191. edit. Laai'tnoe) reprefents the Bedoweent at the 
implacable trnem^es of the Chriftian monks . For my own part I am 
more inclined to fufpedl the avarice of the Arabian robbers, and the 
prejudices of the German philofopber. 

(47) £veD in the feventh centory, the monks were generally laymen; 
they wore their hair long and diflievelled, and (haved their heads whea 
they were ordained priefts. The circular tonfure was facrcd and royfte- 
rious : it was the cri>wn of thorns ; but it was likewtfe a royal diadcmt 
and every prieO-waaa king, &c. (Thomaflin, Difctplioe de Tfigiife* 
lora i. p. 711—758. e^^ecially p. 737, 73*.). 

bited 
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^iletf amdng' the Arabs; in the tumult ' of i 
tJflnp, the cxcrcifes of religion were affiduoufly 
bi^d^ed ; *and the intervals of aftion were cm- 
bloy^d in grayer, meditation, and the fttftly of 
the Kor^n. The abufe, ot even the*^Ufe-oF 
win6 was chaftifed by fourfcore ftrokes^oh tHe 
fiial^ of the feet, and in the fervour t>f their 
mmitive zeal many fecret finners revealed. tlieir 
feult, and' folicited their puniflimeht; 'Mter 
iTomi hefltation the command of the^Syjiate'^arJ. 
ifiy ^s delegated to Abu Obeidah,^one 6f wthe 
Jugitives of Mecca and companioi* of Msrtio- 
trilt'; wlfbfe zeal and devotion were 4flffiiia]|ed^ 
Without being abated, by the Angular farldfiels 
and benevolence of his temper. But in allTthe 
'emergencies of war, the foldiers demanded ^'the 
feperior genius of Caled; and whoev^ ^might 
t)e the choice of the prince, the /word cf God 
was both in faft and fame the foremoft IcadeV 
of the Saracens. He obeyed without reluc- 
tance } he was confulted without jealoufy ; and 
fiich was the fpirit of the man, or rather of the 
times, that Caled profeffed his readinefs to ferve 
under the banner of the faith, though it were 
In the hands of a child or an enemy. Glory, 
alid riches, and dominion, were indeed prp- 
niifed to; the viftorious Mufulman ; but be was . 
JrerfUy inftrufted, that if the goods <rf this 
life were his only incitement, tbey likew^e wjbuld 
l>e his oply reward. '^ 

^^ ^ ' 6iie -of the fifteen provinces of Syria, the cuU 
bSiI tjiyated l^n^s to the eaftward of the Jordan, had 
been decorated by Roman vanity with the name 
tSJrabia(A^)f and the firft arms of the- Sa- 
racens were iuftified by the femblance of a., na- 

' (IsVHuic Arabia eft cooferU, ex alio UteYe Nabtthxis'contigM; 
" virietate coromerciorum, catlriique oppleu vtlidis et c^ttellis. 



'mia ta r^peliendo. gentium vicintrum excurlus^ loliciiudo pcrviget 
veieVum per opportunos ftltos erexit ct ctulos. Amrouii. Mtrcelho. 
wv."8, Reland. Paieftin. tom. i. p. 85, 86. ^ 

. ' ' tional 
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tional right. The eotlii^ was cafeidiedchf the . 
various benefits of^ tfad^ by dieiTi^ancejof 
the emperors it was'Cd^ered with: auliner of forts; 
and the populous citi^ Idf Gbrafa, iPliiiaifel|>hta; 
and Bofra (49)^^ ^te fecure; at'deaiL from ^ 
furprife, by the foiid>^ftrili£tuce( of their vall&r 
The laft of thefe dtiesiwais the £iifateei[Mi1ftati^ 
on from Medina: di^r.roacl wasxi^noil&ii: to i^e 
caravans of Hejjaz'Md Irak, whohanniially vi£ted 
this plenteous market dfothetpiovibce] bnd^hei; 
defert : the perp^efd^l jealoufy of rthe /Arabs had 
trained the inhabitafii(9 to '^inns; andc twelve 
tboufand horfe cocild Mir koxnt the gates of* 
Bofra, an appellation- whictx fignifies,^ in the Sy.-. 
nat;. language, a ftiong towferl of idefence.*; Eni-; 
coiiraged by dieir firft 'fucc;efs againfli: t3ieL0pea> 
towns and flying parties of the borders; a (de- 
tachment of four thoufand Moflems prefumed to 
fummon and attack the fortrefs of Bofra. They 
wereopprefled by the numbers of the Syrians; 
they were faved by the prefence of Caled, with 
fifteen hundred horfe : he blamed the enterprife, 
reftored the battle, and refcued his friend, the 
venerable Seijabil, who had vainiyiihvoked the 
unity of God and the prpmifes of the apoftle. 
After a fhort repofe, the 'Moflems .per&rmedi 
their ablutions with fahdinftfea'd o£ iisater (50) ;^ 
and the morning prayer' was recited by Galed* 
before they mounted oii<ho]^feback:. JCk>nfiden1f 
in their ftrength,i the people idf Bdfni ) thriei^ 
open their gates, drew their forces into the plain,* 

(49) With GertTt and PkiMelphit, '^rofplinwpmCe^ (iieifortific«th» 
ons of ^Pofra -firmiute taatiflimas. They deferved the fame praiie in 
the time of Abalfeda (Tibal. Syris. p. ^9 )^ who defcribet ^hi» city, the 
metrop lU of Hawran (AorftOtiit2s), Yoor dfays' jo^rciey from Damai^us. 
The Hebrew ctymoldgy I learn froqn Reland, .i*ateftin. torn. iK-'p. tf6j: ^ 

(^0} The apoftle of atlefeit and an ai-roy was obfig«d tb alltfw tht^ 
ready fuccedaneum for water (Koran, c. iii. p^''66: c. v. p. -83 J; buttbtf 
Arabian and the Perfian cafnil^s have embarrafled hia'free pernQMitfb witk 
many niceties and diftin^fons (Reland de ReKg. Mohammed, 1. i. pi B2J 
83. Chardin, Voya^t to Perfe, tom.'iv.)." *: - ^ ., 

and 
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and fwdre to die in die defence of thqir religion. 
But a religion of peace was incapable of with- 
(landing me fanatic cry of ^* Fight, fight ! Pa- 
** radile, paradife !'* thit re-echoed in the ranks 
of the Saracens ; and the uproar of the town^ 
the ringing of bells (51), and the exclamati* 
(HIS of the priefts and monks encreafed the dif- 
may and diforder of the Chriftians. With the 
, lofs of two hundred and thirty men, the Arabs 
* re^dainedaiiafters of the field ; and the ramparts 
pf Bofra* in^e^Epe&ation of human or divine aid, 
were crowned with holy crofles and confegrated 
banners. The governor Romanus had r^com- 
mended an early fubmiflion : defpifed by the peo* 
pie, and degraded from his office, he ftill retain* 
ed the defire and opportunity of revenge* In 
a nodhimal interview, he informed the enemy 
of a fubterraneous paflage from his houfe under 
the wall of the city ; the fon of the cali{^, with 
an hundred vc^unteers, were committed to the 
£|ith of this new ally, and their, fuccefsful in- 
trepidity gave an eafy entrance t J their compa-r 
niona. After Caled had impofed the ternas of 
fervitudeand tribute, the apoftate or convert 
avowed in the aflembly of the people his meri* 
torious treafon. " I renounce your fociety,'* 
laid Romanus, ^^ both in this world, and -the 
** world to come. And I deny him that was 
" crucified, and whofoever worfliifw him. And 
" I chufe God for my Lord, Ij[lam for my faith, 
*' Mecca for my temple, the lyioflems for my 
" brethren, and Mahometfor my prophet; who 
^* was fent to lead us into the right way, and to 

(51) *tbe htib rung! Ockley, vol. i. p. 38. Yet I ranch doubt whe- 
ther thfs expreflion cao be jaftified by the text of A I Wakidi, or th« 
pra^ice of the times. Ad Graeco?, fays' the learned Ducange (Cloflar, 
med. et in fin. Gr«cUat. torn, i- p- 774.) campanaram nfus ferioc tranfil( 
et etiamnum rariflsmus eft. The oldeft example which be can find in the 
Byaaotine writers is of the year 1040 j bat the Venetians pretead, that 
they introduced bells tt Conftaotinople in the iith ceoiury. 

** exalt 
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^^ exalt the true religion in fpite of thofe who 
** join partners with God/' 

The conqueft of Bofra, four days journey d*^,^^, 
from Damafcus (52), encouraged the Arabs to a. d. 6^1 
befiege the ancient capital of Syria (53). At 
fome diftance from the walls, they encamped 
among the groves and fountains of that delici* 
ous territory (54), and the ufual option of the 
Mahometan faith, of tribute or of war, was 
propofed to the refolute citizens, who had been 
lately ftrengthened by a reinforcement of five 
thoufand Greeks. In the decline as in the in- 
fancy of the military art, an hoflile defiance was 
frequently offered and accepted by the generals 
themfelves (55): many a lance was fliivered in 
the plain of Damafcus, and the perfonal prowefs 
of Caled was fignalized in the firft fally of the 
befieged. After an obftinate combat, he Iiad 
overthrown and made prifoner one of the Chrif- 
tian leaders, a ftout jand worthy antagonift. 
He inftantly mounted a frelh ^fe, the gift of 
the governor of i'almyra, and puihed forwards 

($1) DuBtfcvs it amply defcribcd hj the Shcrif tl Edrifi (Geograph. 
Kob. p. ii6y 117.); tnd his tranflator, Konita (Appcndii,c. 4.); Ami- V.: 
feda (Tabula Syriar, p. 100.)) Sdraltens (lodes Geograph. ad Vit.Sa* ' *^ <»., 

ladiii)i d*Herbeloc (Bibliot. Orient, p. 191.); Thevenot, Voyage dn 
Levant (part i. p. 688 — 698.); Mavndrell ( Joarney from Aleppo to Jem- 
iiilem, p. laa— 130.); and Pocock (Defcription of the£aft, vol. ii. 117 
—127.). 

($3) Nobiliffima civitasy fays Jaftin. According to the Orienul trajji- 
tions, it was older than Abraham or Semiramis. Jofeph. Anttq. Jud.* 
I. i. c. 6, 7. p. %4, 19* edit. Havercamp. Jvftin. zxxvt. a. 

(^4) Ein yof M/Mt mt Ai9c flrtXiv «Xii0»c« sm tvc *Samc iwAffm o^tLkfMPtj 
Tify isp«y iMi f(l^ioi» LmfA^L^nm "krym^ tn; n aXAmc ^vfAVeiaiv^ wn l§^ 
xaXXu, auu nm ^lycOit. tun itfm mmtufUk wu mvym ay>Mm uai iroTaft«r^ 
frXndsi, Mat yn( ivfepU yijwr«v, &C. Jolian, cpift. xxiv. p. 391. Thefc 
fplcndid epithet* are occafioned >by the' figs of Damtfcus, of which the 
author fefida an hsodred to hit friend Serapion, and this rhetorical tbeoi$ 
is loferied by Pctavios,'Spanheim, &c (p. 390—396.) among the genu- 
ine epil>lea of Jaiian. How oovld they overlook that the writer is an 
inhabitant of Damafcus (he thrice affirms, thst this peculiar fig growa> 
only mpt hf4n)^ a city which Julian never entered or approached? 

(^S) Vokaire* mho cafts a keen and lively glance over the lurface of 
hlftory, has been ftruck with the refemblance oF the firft Moflems and 
the heroes of the Iliad; the fiegt of Trey and that of Damafcus (Hift. ' 
G^eraJe, ton. i. p. 348.}. 

I to 
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to the front of. the battle, f^ Repofe yourfelf, 
•* for a moment," fakl Jus friend Derar, " and 
" permit me t0 fupply your place: you are fa- 
/* tigued^ with fighting "Withr this dog/' " O 
*' Derar!** replied the indq^tigable Saracen, 
^^ we ihsJl reft in the world to come. He that 
V labpurs to-day, (hall reft tp-morrowJ* With 
the fame unabated ardoui:, Caled anfwered, en- 
countere4 and ya^iiquifhed a fecond champion ; 
and the he?ds of his two; captives who refufed 
to abandpn their religion were indignantly hurl- 
ed into thf? laidft of the city. The event of fome 
general 9ind;,partiala&ions reduced the Damaf- 
cenes to a cldef defence ; but a meffenger whom 
they dropt fron^. the walk, returned with thepro- 
mife of fpeedy and powerful fuccour, and their 
tumultuous joy conveyed the intelligence to the 
camp of the Arabs* After fome debate it was 
tefolved by the generals to raife or rather to 
fufpend the fiege of Damafcus, till they had 
given battle to the forces of the emperor. In the 
retreat Caled would have chofen the more pe- 
rilous ftation of the rear-guard ; he modeftly 
yielded, to the wiihes of Abu Obeidah. Bi|t in 
the hb^r p^ dangei;: Jie Pew to the refcue of his 
oompanionywho wai^ rudely preifed by a fally 
pf fix'^thouf^df hoj;fl?^^aSil;t§n thoufand foot, and 
few among the Chriftians ^could relate at Da- 
mafcus / the . circuniih^q?s of their defeat. The 
importance of the ciefatcft required the jun£Hon 
of the Saracens wBo^w^r^ difperfed on the fron- 
tierf of Syria and Paleftine ; and I fliall tranf- 
crib'e one of. the circular mandates which was 
addrefled to Amro^ the future conqueror of 
Egypt^ '- ^^ the/ name of the moft merciful 
•* 'God :' fjfam, Caled to Attjrou, health and hap- 
^ pinefs* Know that thy brethren tbeMoflems 
•J^'diefign to pi^rcht^^Aiznadin, where there is 
*^ an army of feventy thoufand Greeks^ who 

** .purpofe 
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^^ purpefe to come againft us, thai tbej may es^^ 

^^ tingtif/h the light ^ God with tbmr mmubs ; 

*f but God^treferveth bis light in fpite of the iur 

•? Jldels^^S^)* -^^ ^^^^ therefore as this tetter 

*^. of mine.fhall be delivered to thy hands, come 

^^ -with' thofe that are with thee to Aiznadin, 

^^ where t^u (halt find us if it pleafe the molt 

** high'(xod/' TheVummons were cheerfuUy 

c^ycid^. and the forty-five thoufand Moflems 

i^ho .met on the fame day, on the fame fpot^ a£» 

cribed to th^ bleffing of providence the effeflsi of 

thdi^s^ivityand zeal. . : 

- Ab(|>ut four years after the triumphs, of thci^*^^ 

PeHnin: war, the repofe of Heraclius and 'thcitl'a'tfaj, 

empire was again diflurbed by a new enemy,' tbk J^r 's- 

power of whofe religion was more ftrongly felt 

than it was clearly underftood by the Chriftians 

of the Eafti In his palace of Conilantihople or 

Antioch, he was awakened by the invafion of 

Syria, the lofs of Bofra, and the danger of Da- 

mafcus. An army of feventy thoufand vete- 

rans^ or new levies, was aflembled at Hems or 

£mefa, under the command of his general Wer- 

dani(57)} and thefe troops, confifling chiefly; 

of cavalry, might be indifferently flyled either* 

Syrians, or Greeks, or Romans : Syrians ftdm- 

the place of their birth or warfare ; Greekf,{roiai 

the religion and language of their fovereign; Uni 

Romans J from the proud appellation which •wair* 

ftill prbfaned by the fuccefibrs of Cooftantiner 

' . ' ' ^ .1: . ' 

($6) Tlicfe words tre t text of the Kortn, c. ix. 31. Ixl h Lilfe our 
fanatics of the Itft century, the Moflems, on every familitri or impor« 
tarn occaiSoiiy (poke the Itngaage of thtir (criptoret ; t ftyle ii3oir«AtCtt-'' 
ral in, their moQths, than the Hebrew idiom traofplaoted ilito tbe cUoiatr 
and dialect of 'Britain. ^ '* 

.($7) The name of Werdan is unknown to Theophantt, ^, though* 
it might belong to an Armenian chief, has very little of a Greok .^I'pcdb 
or found. If the ByzAntine hiitorians have mangled tlie'OifV-.til Himes, 
the Arabt, in this inftaooe, likewife have taken ample revenge, ca their 
enemies. In tranfpofing the Greek chara£fcer from right (o lefe, might, 
they not produce, from the familiar appcllatioa of Audrfw^ focDethaig^ 
like tJ» aiftgrsQi ffirJait f , . . . , j 

"On* 
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On the plain of Aiznadin, as Werdan rode on 
a white mule decorated with gold chains, and 
furrounded with enfigns and ftandards, he was ^ 
furprifed by the near approach of a fierce and 
naked warrior, who had undertaken to view the 
ftate of the eiiemy. The adventurous valour of 
Derar was infpired, and has perhaps been adorn- 
ed, by the enthufiafm of ^is age and country. 
The hatred of the Chriftians, the love of fpoil, 
and the contempt of danger, were the ruling 
paffions of the audacious Saracen ; and the prof- 
pe£t of inftant death could never fhake his re- 
ligious confidence, or ruffle the calmnefs of his 
refolution, or even fufpend the frank and martial 
pleafantry of his humour. Iti the mod hopelefs 
enterprifes, he was bold, and prudent, and for- 
tunate : af^er innumerable hazards, after being 
thrice a prifoner ih the hands of the infidels, he 
ftill furvived to relate the atchievements^ and to 
enjoy the rewards, of the Syrian conqueft. On 
dus occafion, his fmgle lance maintained a flying 
fight againft thirty Romans, who were detached 
by Werdan; and after killing or unhorfme fe- 
venteen of their number, Derar returned in 
fafety to his, applauding brethren. When his 
rafimefs was mildly cenfured by the general, he 
excufed himfelf with the fimplicity of a foldier. 
** Nay,'* faidT)erar, " I did not begin firft : 
*^ but they came out to take me, and I was 
*^ afraid that God ihould fee me turn my back ; 
*^ and indeed I fought in good eameft, and with- 
" out doubt God aififted me againft them j and 
** had I not been apprehenfive of difobeying 
** your orders, I (hould not have come away as 
" I did ; and I perceive already that they will 
" fall into our hands." In the prefence of both 
armies, a venerable Greek advanced from the 
ranks with a liberal offer of peace ; and the de- 
parture of the Saracens would have been pur- 

cbaied 
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x^afcd by a gift to each toldwr^ of a iturban^ » 
xobcy and. a piece pf gold; ten robes, and aa 
hundred pieces to their leader ; one hundred 
robes, and a tfaou&nd pieces to the caliph* A 
fmile of iadig^atioa ezpreflibd the refufal 0^ 
Caledi ** Ye Chriftian dogs, you know yaw 
'' option ; the koran, the tribute, or the fword. 
^^ We are a people whofe delight is in war, ra« 
^ ther than in pe^ce ; and we defpife your piti- 
** ful alms, fmce we fliall be fpeedily maftjers of 
-** your wealth, your families, and your perfons.^* 
Notwidiftanding this apparent difdain, he was 
^ieeply confcious of the public danger: thpfe 
who had been in Perfia, and had feen the ar** 
mies of Chofroes, confefled that the^ never be« 
held a more formidable array. From the /up^* 
rioritj of the enemy, the artful Saracen deriy^ 
a frem incentive of courage : ^' Tou iee hefpr^e 
^ you, faid he, the united force of the KpinafiS, 
s^^ you capnot hope to efcape, but you l9Ay 
^* conquer Syria in a fingle day. The .ev^^t 
*^ depmds on vour difcipUne and patie^c^. 
^ Refenre yourieLvestill the evenii]^. It was 
^^ ia the evieomg that the prophet was a^cii^- 
^^ tomed to yanqui^/^ During two fucp^ifivie 
.engagements, his temperate fLrmnefs fuftalned 
the darts of the ^enemy, and ^ oiuriuurs ^f 
his troops. At length, when the fpirits mA 
quivers of the adverfe line were siln^Q^ eK- 
haufted, Caled gave the fignal of onfet imd y^JS* 
4ory. The remains of the Imperial army fl^d tio 
iA^tioch, or Cse£su-ea, or J)amafcus; and the 
death of four huBdred and ieventy Mo&^so^s 
was compeniated by the opinion that they had 
lent to hell above fif^ tbouland pf the ioifid^lfs* 
Thefpoil was ineftimable^ many bannfi?s aild 
crofles of gold and iilver, precious ftones, filver 
and gold chains, and innumerable fuits of the 
richeft armour and apparel. The general diftribu- 
VoL.IX, Z tion 
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tion was podponed till Datnafcus fliould be ta« 
ken ; but the feafonable fupply of arms became 
the inftrument of new vidories. The giorious 
intelligence was tranfmitted to the throne of the 
caliph, and the Arabian tribes, the coldefl: or 
moft hoftile to the prophet's miffion, were eager 
and importunate to ibare the harveft of Syria. 
The Arabs The fad tidings were carried to Damafcus by 
oll^rcus. the fpccd of grief and terror ; and the inhabi- 
tants beheld from their walls the return of the 
heroes of Aiznadin, Amrou led the van at the 
head of nine thoufand horfe : the bands of the 
Saracens fucceeded each other in formidable re- 
view ; and the rear was clofed by Caled in per- 
fon, with the ftandard of the black eagle. To 
the aflivity of Derar he entrufted the commiifion 
of patrolling round the city with two thoufand 
horfe, of fcouring the plain, and of intercept- 
ing all fuccour or intelligence. 1 he reft of die 
Arabian chiefs were fixed in their refpedive fta- 
tions before the feven gates of Damafcus; and 
the iiege was renewed with frefh vigour and 
confidence. The art, the labour, the military 
engines, of the Greeks and Romans are feldom 
to be found in the fimple, though fuccefsful, 
operations of the Saracens : it was fufficient 
for them to inveft a city with arms, rather than 
with trenches; to repel the Tallies of the be- 
fieged ; to attempt a ftratagem or an aflault ; 
or to exped the progreits of famine and difcon- 
teht. Damafcus would have acquiefced in the 
trial of Aiziiadin, as a final and peremptory fen- 
tence between the emperor and the caliph : her 
courage was rekindled by the example and au- 
thority of lliomas, a noble Greek, illuftrious 
in a private condition by ; the alliance of Hera- 

clius 
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cKus (58). The tumult and illumination of the 
night proclaimed the deiign of the morning fallv ) 
and the Chriftian hero, who affefted to defptfe 
the enthufiafm of the Arabs, employed the re* 
fource of a iimilar fuperftition. At theprincipai 
gate, in the fight of both armies, a lony cruci^^ 
fix was eredled; the bifliop with his clergy, ac* 
companied the march, and laid the volume of 
the biev^ Teftament before the image of Jefus ; 
and the contending parties were fcandalifed or 
edified by a prayer, that the Son of God would 
defend his fervants and vindicate his truth. The 
battle raged with inceflant fury ; and the dexte* 
rityof Thomas (5 9), an incoitiparable archer, 
was fatal to the boldeft Saracens, till their death 
was revenged by a female heroine. The wife of 
Aban, who had followed him to the holy war, 
embraced her expiring hulband. " Happy, faid 
" fhe," happy art thou, mv dear j thou art gone to 
** thy Lord who firft jomed us together, and 
** then parted us afunder. I will revenge thy 
** death, and endeavour to the utmoft of my 
*^ power to come to the place where thou art, 
** becaufe I love thee. Henceforth fliall no man 
** ever touch me more, for I have dedicated 
" myfelf to the fervice of God.** Without a 
groan, without a tear, (he walhed the corpfe of 
herhufband, and buried him with the ufual 
rites. Then grafping the manly weapons, which 
in her native land fhe was accuftomed to wield, 
the intrepid widow of Aban fought the place 
where his murderer fought in the thickeft of 
/ ^ ^ 

(58) Vanity prompted the Arabs to believe,*that Thomas wat the Too* 
in-law of ihe emperor. We koow the children of Heradias bv kia ti^o 
wives ; and his augujl daughter would not have married in exne at Dft- 
roafcas (fee Dacange, Pam. Byzantin. p. 118, no.)- Had he been Icfs 
religions, I might only fufpeA the legitimacy of the damfcl. 

(59) Al Wakidi (Ockley, p. 101.) fays, '* with poifoned arrows;** 
'fcnt this favage invention is fo repugnant to the practice of the Greeks 
and Romans, that I mult fufp^^l^ on tbia occafioo, the iBsItvoJenc ere* 
dttlityof the Saracens. 

Z z the 
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die battle. Her firft arrow pierced tbe hand 

of his ftandard4>earer; her fecoad wounded 

Thomas in the eye; and the fainting Chiiftians 

no longer beheld their enfign or their leader. 

Yet the generous cham{»on of Damafitnis refufisd 

to withdraw to his palace : his wound was dref- 

fed on the rampart^ the fight was continued till 

the evening ; and the Syrians refted on their 

arms. In the filenoe of the night, die iignal 

was given by a ftroke on the great bell ; the gates 

were thrown open, and each gate difcharged an 

' impetuous column on the ileeping camp of the 

Saracens. Caled was dte firft in arms ; at the 

head of four hundred horfe he flew to the pofl 

of danger, and the tears trickled down lus mm 

chtekS) as he uttered a fervent ejaculation; ^ O 

*' God, who never (leepeft, look upon thy test* 

^^ vants, and do not deliver them into the hands 

*' of their enemies/' The yalour and vi&aTf 

of Thomas were arf efted by the prdence of tbe 

Jtvbrdaf Ged\ with Ae icnowledge of the peril, 

theMoftems recovered their ranks, and charged 

the aflaUants in ihe flank and rear. After the 

lofs of thouiands, the Chriftiaai general retreated 

with a figh of defpair, and the pmrfuit of the 

Saracens was checked by die military ei^iae8x>f 

the rampart. 

The city Is After a ftege of fe^venty days (do), the pata- 

, uomwd ®^^^> ^^ perhaps the provifions, of the Da- 

Y' upitaiatioo nuifeenes were exhat^ed ; amd die braveft of 

^^**^. ^- ^* ^34. th^ chiefe fubmitted to ithe hard difitates of ne- 

(60) Abolfeda tUows only feveoty days for the fiege of Dunafcot 
(Annal. Modem, p. 67. verf. Reilke}; but Elmacio, who mentions 
thit optnioiif prolongs the term to 'fix months, and notices the ofc of Aa- 
it^irby^fr Saracens (Hilt 'Saraceo. p. 15. 3%.) Even this longer period 
is infnfficient to fill the interval between the battle of Aisoadin (Jnlyt 
-A. p. 633) and the acceffion of Omar (14 Jnly, A. D. 634), to whoTe 
' I reign the conqned ef Damtfcna is unanimoufly afcribcd (Al IVakidi, 

apud Ockley, vol. t. p. 1 1 5. Abol^haragins, Dynaft. p. 1 1 1. verf. Po« 
cock). Perhaps, «b in the Trojan war, the operations were tntermpt- 
<d by exctfrfio^a tad dtttciuncntsy till the iift feventy d^y aof .the fiege. 

ceffity. 
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cefky. In the occurrences of peace and war, 
they had been taught to dread the fierceaeft of 
Caled, and to revere the mild virtueff of Abu 
Ob^ab^ At the hour of midnight, one bun- 
ched chofen deputies of the ckrgy and people 
were introduced to the tent ef that Teneral^ 
commander* He received and difmiffed them 
with courtdy. '1 bey retwrned with a written 
agreement, on the faith of a companion of Ma* 
hornet, that all hoftitities ftk^uki ceafe ; that the 
vohifitary emigrants might depart in fafety, with 
as much as they could *carry away of their 
effeds ; and that die tributary fubjeds of the ca- 
liph (hoold enjoy their lands and boufes, with 
the ufe and poueffion of feven churches. On 
thefe terms, the moft refpeftable hoftages, and 
Ae gate neareft to his camp, were delivered 
into his hands ; his ibldiers imitated the mode- 
ratiott of their chief; and he enjoyed the fub* 
miffive gratitude of a people whpm hehadrefcued 
from deftrudion. But the fuccels of the treaty 
had relaxed dieir vigilance, and in the fame 
moment the oppofite quarter cf the city was 
betrayed and taken by aflault. A party of afi 
hundred Arabs had opened the eaftern gate to 
a more inexorable foe. " No quarter,'* cried 
the rapacious and fanguinary Caled, ^* no quar- 
** ter to the enemies of the Lord :*' his trumpets 
founded, and a torrent of Chriftian blood was 
poured down the ftreets of Damafcus, When 
he reached the church of St. Mary, he was 
aftoniflied and provoked by the peaceful afped 
of his companions: thdb^ fwords were in the * 
iicabbard, and they were forrounded by a muU 
titude of pnefts and monks. Abu Obeidah fa- 
luted the general: ** God," faid he, "has 
" delivered the citv into my hands by way of 
" furrender, and nas favea the believers the 
** trouble of fighthig.'* •* And am / not," 

replied 
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replied the indignant Caled, ^^ am / not the 
^ lieutenant of the commander of the faithful ? 
** .Have I not taken the city by ftorm ? The un- 
*^ believers (hall perifli by the fword. Fall on.** 
The hungry and cruel i^rabs would have 
obeyed the welcome command : and Damafcus 
was loft, if the benevolence of Abu Obei- 
dah had not been fupported by a decent and 
dignified firmnefs. llirowing himfelf between 
the trembling citizens and the mod ea* 
ger of the Barbarians, he adjured them by 
the holy name of Godv to refpeft his promife, 
to fufpend their fury, and to wait the determi- 
nation of their chiets. The ^hiefs retired ipto 
the church of St. Mary; and after a vehement 
debate, Caled fubmitted in fome meafure to the 
reafon and authority of his colleague ; who 
urged the fan&ity of a covenant,- the advantage 
as well as the honour which the Moil^ms would 
derive from the pundual performance of their 
word, and the obftinate refiftance which they 
muit encounter from the diftruft and defpair of 
the reft of the Syrian cities. It was agreed that 
the fword fliould be fheathed, that the part of 
Damafcus which had furrendered to Abu Obei* 
dah, fhould be immediately entitled to the bene- 
fit of his capitulation, and that the linal decifion 
(hould be referred to the juftice and D^ifdom of 
the caliph (6i), A large majority of the peo- 
ple accepted the terms of toleration and tribute ; 
and Dan^afcus is ftill peopled by twenty thqufand 
Ghriftians. But the valiant Thomas, and the 
« free-born patriots who had fought under his 
banner, embraced the alternative of poverty and 
fxile. Ill the adjacent ^leadow, a numerous 

(tfi) ItappcitrB from Abplffda (p. ift$.) and Blmacto (p. 31.), th«t 
this diftia^tion of the two pant of Damafcus was long remembered, 
^ottgb oot always refpeaed* hj the Mahometao fovereigna. See like- 
wife ^tttychios (Afuial. to^. ii p. 379, 380. 383.). 

encamppient 
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encampment was formed of priefts aiidlaymeiiy 
of foldiers and citizens, of women and chil* 
dren:. they colleSed, with hafte and terror, 
their moft precious moveables ; and abandoned, 
with loud lamentations or filent anguifli, their 
native homes, and the pleafant banks of the 
Pharphar. The ioApxible foul of Caled was not 
touched by the fpeoacle of their diftrefs : he dif* 
puted with the Damafcenes the property of a 
magazine of corn ; endeavoured to exclude the 
garrifon from the benefit of the treaty } con* 
fented, with relu&ance, that each of the fugi- 
tives fliould arm himfelf with a fword, w a 
lance, or a bow; and fternly declared, that/ 
after a refpite of three days, they mieht be pur^* 
fued and treated as the enemies of the Mof« 
lems. 

The pailion of a Syrian youth completed the^"'^'"*?^ 
luin of the. exiles ot Damafcus. A nobleman ^e?* *' 
of the city, of the name of Jonas (62), was be- 
tTPthed to a wealthy maiden ; but her parents 
delayed the confummation of his nuptials, and 
their daughter was perfuaded to efcape with 
the man whom {he had chofen. They corrupt- 
ed the nightly watchmen of the gate Keifan : the 
lov^r, who led the way, was encompafled by a 
fquadron pf Arabs ; but his exclamation in the 
Greek tongue, ^^ the bird is taken," admonifht 
ed his miftrefp to haften her return. In the pre- 
fence of Caled, and of death, the unfortunate 

(tfft) Qa the fate of ihele loverh whom he oamet Pbocyas and E«^ 
docia, Mr. If aghes has boilt the Siege of DamafcuSf one of oor mod 
popalar tragedieai aod which poiTclTea the rare merit of hiendiog nature 
and hiftorjr, the mannera of the times and the feelings of the heart, 
The fboliih delicacy of the players compelled him to foiteo the guilt'of 
^he hero ai|d the defpatr of the heroine, fnftefd of a hafe renegade^ 
Phocyas fcrve« the Arahs as an honourable a|ly > inftead of prompting 
their pnrfuic, he flies to the fuccour of his countrymen, and after killings 
Caled and Pen|r» is himself mortally wounded, and expires in the pre-* 
fence of Endocia, who profeiTes her refolucion to t||ke the veil at Con<« 
jlaptfoople. A frigid cattftit^he I 

Jonas 
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Jowu ptrbfeffdd l»g bdlidf in mm Otid, and hi* 
upoftle MahoAet jr and eoffitmned^ till thtieafoo 
of his maityrdoifty t6 difcbarge tht duties: erf « 
Imtve and fmcere Nfufahnan^ When the cky 
was takin^ he fieixf' to thembnaftery, where £u# 
docia had taken refuge ; but the lorer was for* 
gotten; the apoftate was foi||pied j ihe pre£OT*ed 
ber rdigidn to het country ^ and the jfiftice of 
Caledy though d^af to m^rcy^ refulbd to detaiii 
by fortA a mak or fetnale inhabitant of DvbooS* 
efts. F6ur dayl w!as the general cimfined to th« 
city by the obligation of the treaity, and the nr-^ 
gent care$ of h& nt^ctmmdEt, iii$ appetite fof 
blood and rapine wonld have been ^tiiiguiflied 
t^ tb^ hopelefs <tOiifptktation of time and di£» 
tance i but h^ fiftened to tiie impononities of 
Jonas, who afiured him that the weary fugitive^ 
Might yet be overtaken. At the h^ui of four 
thoufand horfe^ in the difgtiife of Chriftian 
Arabs^ Caled undertook the purfuit. They 
halted only for the momenta of prayer ; sad 
thdr guide had a perfed knowledge of the cmm* 
tff. For a long way the foatfteps bf the Ba« 
iftafeenes were plain and confplciDOM ; they va^ 
ftiflied on a fndden } but the Sataceik^ were coiti# 
fonedby the aflurance that the caravan^ 
turned afide into the mcmntains, a(nd mnil fpise^ 
dily fall into, their hands, lA tra^erfing the 
ridges of ihe Libanus, they endured intolerable 
hard&ips^ and the fiaJdng fpkrit^ of ihe veceraii 
. fanatics were fupported and cheered by the un» 
Conquerable ardour Of a Ibvef , JrOfti a peafant 
of the country^ they were informed that tne em* 
peror had ftnt orders to the dolotty 6f exiles, td 
pnrfue without delay the road of the fea-coaft^ 
ihd of Conftantiiiople ; ap^rehenliye, perhaps, 
that the foldiers and people of Antioch might be 
difcouraged by the fight and the ftory of their 
iirfferings. The Saracens were conduded through 

the 
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lAfe terrstdrics of Gd>ala (65) and Laodtcea, at 
a eaiidoat diftance from the waHs of Ute dtks; 
die rain was iacefliuit, the nigfat was dafk^ a 
feigle moufttaiD fi^rated thtm from the Roman 
army ^ ami Caled, ever anxious for the fa&ty 
of hi$ brethfen^ whirred an omkioua dream in 
the eat of his companion. With the dawn of 
day, die propped again cleared^ and they faw 
before diem, in a pleafant valley, the tents of 
Dmmafctit. After a fliort interval of repofe and 
prayer, Caled divided bis cavalry into four f<l^^ 
^OM^ committii^ the firft to his fr^ithful be-^ 
rar, andreferving the laft for himielf. They 
fuceeffively mfted on the promifcuous multi* 
rade, infimciendy provided ivith aims, and aU 
ready vanqidihed by forrow and fatigue. £x« 
eept a captive who was pardoned ^nd difmiflSed, 
the Arabs enjoyed the fatisfadion ctf believing 
that ncyi a Chriftian of either lex efeaped the edge 
ci their fcymetars. The gold and filver of Da* 
mafeue was fcattered over the camp, amd a roy* 
at wardrobe of three hundred load of filk might 
elodie «m army of naked Barbarians. £n the 
tiifldtill • ^rf* the battle, Jonas fought and found 
the t)bie3 of his purfttk^ but her feftmment 
WM inMMed by the lift a^ of hi& per^y ) and 
as^ Eudoeid ftruggled in his hateftil enibrices^ 
0te ftrack a dagger to her haart. Aftofber ft*' 
tnale^ the widow of Thomas,^ and th^ f^^ of 
feppoied daughter of Hetaelim^ w^s ipi;t6d and 
tetedlcNl Widiout It T^tlSomi but fbd getierojfky 
df Cj^ed -wftd the eSed of his (oittempi} tod 
clw hia^ghty l6*ra^en ittfultedy by a Meff&ge of 

. (#3) TNtMmf of Oibal* Mt Licidi09% which the Archv pflnfeS; 
ftill cxift in aftaie of decay (Maaodftil, p. ii, ii. PoGock« vol. ii. p. 
13.), Had not the Chriftians been overtaken, they nonft have croffed tb« 
OMiftet M foibe hridge Ni thi flicMtM milt* t«Cw«tti AdCtottk imiliclie (^a, 
i«4 Might h«ve re)of««d the hfgh ro«d of CottftiStAnOftfe At Alexindrta. 
th* Hintrif i^t vvHI re^rafeii ibe dhteSltotft Ud «||Mc«t (p. 14^. 14S. 

defiance, 
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defiance^ the throne of the Gaefars. Caled had 
penetrattfl above an hundred and fifty miles 
into the heart of the Roman province: he re- 
turned to Damafcus with the fame fecrecy and 
fipeed. On the acceffion of Omar^ the J^ord of 
God was removed from the command ^ but the 
caliph, who blamed the raihnefs, was compeU 
led to applaud the vigour and conduS, of the 
entcrprife. . 
^•irrf Another expedition of the conquerors of Da* 

^^^ mafcus will equally difplay their avidity and 
their contempt for the riches of the prefent 
world. They were informed that the produce 
and manufafkures of the country- were annually 
collected, in the fair of Abyla (64), about thirty 
mites from the city ; that the cell of a devout her- 
mit was vifited at the lame time by a multitude oi 
pilgrims ( and that the feftival of trade and fu- 
perfticion would bj$ ennobled. -by th^ nuptials of 
the; daughter of the governor, of Tripoli^ Ab» 
didlah, the (on of Jaafar, a glorious and holy 
martyr, undertook, with a banner of fiy:e bun? 
dred horfe^, the pious and profitable eommiffioa 
of defpoiling the infidels. As he approached 
the fair of Abyla^ihe ^as aftcmiipi0d by the re^ 
port pf the mighty concourfe of Jews aii4 Cbrifi^ 
tians, Greeks a^ • Aribeiiiaiis, of natives of Syria, 
and o# ftrangers of Egypt, to the number 01 ten 
thoiifand,befide$a guardof five thoafandhi9r(etha( 
attended the perf<m of the' bride. The Saracens 
pau&d { *^ For my own;part," iaid Abdalli^f " I 
" 4arenatgo back; wr foe$ are many^ouFd9nger 
^^ is sreat, but our reward is fplendid ^d fe<ure, 
** eimer in this life or in the life to come. Let 
^ ev^ man according to bis inclination, ad? 

(64) DairJbil Kod^s, After reuenching tbe laft word, th« epiiheti 
htif^ i difcoter the Abiia of Lyfanies betweeo Daaiftfcot tiui HelippolU: 
the name (Jhil iignifieB a vineyard), concurs vitb the fiuxatioa to jofti^ 
my copjrdnrc (Reland, Pale(liQ. Com* i* p« 517. tQin ii. p. $2$.j;t7.). 

<« vance 
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** vawe or redrc*'* Not a Mufulman deferted 
)4s ftandard. ^^ Lead the way,'' faid Abdallah 
to his Chriflian guide, ^' and you ihall fee what 
*^ xhe compapions of the prophet can perform/' 
They charged in five fquadrons ; but after the 
^ft advantage of the furprife they were encom* 
pafled and aBnoft overwhelmed by the mukitude 
of their enemies ; and their valiant band is fan- 
cifully compared to a white fpot in the ikin of a 
black camel (65). About the hour of funfet, 
when their weapons dropped from their hands ^ 
when they panted on the verge of eternity, they 
difcovered an appx:oaching cloud of duft, they 
heard the welcome found of the /e'^^/r (66), and 
they foon perceived the ftandard of Caled, who 
flew to thc^ relief with the utmoft fpeed pf his 
cavalry/ The Chriftians were brdken by hiiS at* 
tack, and llau^fatered in their flight as far as the 
river of TripoB. They left.behind them the vari- 
OU9 riches of the fait; the merchandifes that 
were ezpofed for fale, the money that was 
brought for pur^h^fe, the gay decorations oip th^ 
nuptials, and the governor's daughter, with forty 
of her female attendants, ,. Xhfi. fruits, .pypvifiT 
ons, and furniture, the money, plate, and 
jewels, were diligently laden onn the backs of 
horfes, afles, an^ mules ; and the holy robbers 
returned in triumph toDamafcus. The hermit, 
after a ihort and angry controverfy with Caled, 
declined the crown of martyrdom, and was left 
alive in (he folitary fc^e of bipod and devaila* 
tion. 

(65) I tm bolder thin Mr. Ockky (vol. i. p. 164$) who dtrcs not in* 
fert this figorattvc exprcfflon io the text, tHoagh heohfervet io » marginal 
note, that the Artbiaai often borrow dieirfimiliet from that ofefHi and 
faniUier anireal. The rein-decr may be eqaaliy ftmooB ia the fiipes of 
Ihe Laplanders. 

(66) We beard the tickiri fo the Arabs call 
Their (hoot of oafet, when with loud appeal 
They challenge hcaveot as if demanding conqnefl. 

This word> fo fermideb|e in thdr holy wars, is a verb a£tive (fays Odf 
ley in his index) of the fecond conjugation, from Kabbarm^ which fig* 
aifies ffyiog 4lk Jfbar^ Cod Is labft mighty 1 

Syria 



j48 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Her**iii ^^"* ^^7^» ^^^^ ^^ *^ countries ihat kavc 
«^ E!^ra,beeii impT<>yed by the moft early cukmdles, k 
A ^- ^3$. nm unworthy of the preference ( Wj. The heart 
of the cKmate h tempered by the Ticmity of the 
fek jtnd mountains, by the ptemy of wood smd 
water ; and the produce of a ferdle foil afford 
the ftibfiftence, and encourages the prope^;atioii, 
of men and animals. From the age of David 
*o that of Hcraclitt«, the country waa over^read 
with ancient and fiouriftang cities : the iidlabt* 
fanfs were numerotra and weakhy ; and^ after 
ifile flow ravage of defpotifmf and liiperftition, 
after the recent calatrritiea of rixePerfian war, 
Syria could ftiH attract and reward the n^aeiona 
tttbps of the dtefert. A plMrt^ of ten daya jour- 
lifey, from Damafcus to Aleppo and Andoeh, is 
t^atered, on th« weftem fide, by the NwindiHg 
eotffe of the Oronreiy. The hills of Libanm 
aoid Anti*Libanus ate planted from nonb to 
Ibuth, between t!he Orohtes and the Mediterra^* 
ifife^h i and the epithet of bMo^ (CoeleQrria) was 
ap{>Iied tok k^g and fruitful Taffey, which is 
eorifirted in the fame dlreaionbf the two- ridges 
of fnowy mountains (6^), Amohg the cities, 

, ' myht t&e 0Mgra^fc^ of. Abilfedt, tte Mttl^vtf^ «f SyrU, bf* mr 
tire cooiit|;7» t« ttoe moil interfiling «nd tathemic portioff. It watt patr 
fiftred ^' Armbic tntfLHtifi; Lipfte, 1766, itfqniitOf wUHtbe lenriied 
patm 0f :KadlUr tu^aeiitr, mk foOie ttotats •! gdctfrt^ mA mr 
turaj hiftory from lhq.OI,Wudii. Amons the modern tra««Is^ Pocock*s 
-iMiei^oA ti tlie £aii (of SyHc <a(f Meftrp6ea1n1t/ vbl. ii. p. 88—^09) 
IS t- worli, of faperior (•mniBtr t9d dtgtit/; tRir dte i<tlh#r too •ftctt 
cottfooDds what he had ftes and what be had read. 

(6%} The t>f *tfe« o^ 2>i«tay fitfs ere joft mnd Hvely. Kttt^ntt pun (Syria) 
v«XX«« Tf »«( oX^toi flv^Mc t^tf^'tv (in Periegefiy v. 901. in torn. iv. Ceo- 
graph. Minor. Hadfon). In another place, be ftyles the country voXuir- 
rcXtv auM (v. 898.) He procee(it to fay, 

ii«i^ la «M x«*i^ ««< nit «i>0fv«f n^Xftv ywft 

Mvte Ti ifiyftifM^*! M< Iiy|f8#f aafiiw «t^« 

IT. ftti 0ft. 

Th« pteiksl gtognpher liv«d mifaetge of Aagtfttta, and Mi d«Mpte 
of the world is illnflrated by the Greek commentarr of Bwftatbmt,. wtia 
paid the fame complimiiBt id Homer and Dittiyftut (Fibric. Bibiioc. 
Grxc. 1. iv. c. ft. toili. iii. P' ftt» S«c.). 

(69) The topof rafiby dP the Libiilii* mk) Aiitf*-UbM«* b excellently 
.defbribcd fay ike Iwni'mg aad fcufeof Etkild (iPfttofthk utto. i.fk 311-^ 
3W.). 

whidi 
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xvixkh are enumerated by Greek and Orfentd 
names in the geography and conqueft of Syria, 
y^e may diftingnifli Emefa or Hems, Heliopoiis 
or Saalbec, tl^ {brmer as the metropolis of the 
plain, the latter as the capkai of the valley. 
Under the laft of the Caefars, they were ftrong 
and populous : the turrets glittered from zfsar : 
^an ample fpace was covered with public and pri- 
vate buildings ; and the citizens were itluftrious 
%y their fpirit, or at leaft by their pride : by 
their riches, or at leaft by their luxury. In the 
days of paganifm, both Emefa and Heliopolis weie 
addided to the worlhip of Baal, or the fun; 
b^t the decline of their fuperftition and Iplea* 
dour has been marked by a fingular varietjr of 
ibrtuhe; Not a veftige remains of the temple of 
£n>e&, which was equalled in poetic ftile to the 
fummits of mount Libanus (70), while the ruins 
of Baalbec, invifible to the writers of antiquity, 
excite the curiofity and wonder of the European 
traveller (71). The meafure of the temp^ tk 
two hundred feet in length, and one hundred 
in breadth : the front is adorned with a double 
portico of eight columns ; fourteen may be 
counted on either fide; and each column, 

IfO) •— >^me6e fafti(iafieli»reoi4«fit 

. ^afl) diffafa foloittus cxplictt ; ae fubit aurM 

Turribas in cte'am oifentibas: incolt ctaris 

Cor ttadiis tcoit 

PeoiqMe flaramicomo devoci pedora foJi 

Vitani agiunt. Libanas frondofa cacnmiflt tvr^ety 

£t,lameit hit ccftant celfi iaftigia templi. 
Thefe verfes of the Latin verfion of Rufas Avienus are waocing in the 
Greek originaf of Dionyfii]>s; and fiace they are likewifc uoooticed'bf 
£tifta»hiw, I inuft, with Pabricios (Bibliot. Lada. torn. iii. pw i$3, edit, 
^rnefti), and agaiaft Salmafiiit (ad Vopifcnm, p. 366, 367. in Hift. 
A«gaft.)» afcriie dtem 10 tht faacy rather than (he MSS. of Avt*- 

(71)1 am much'better fatitfied with Maandrcirs flight odairo (Jour- 
ney, p. 134— i39-)i ^ban with the pompous folio of Dodor Pocock (De- 
ibriptiDQ oiPthe Eaft, ?ol ii. p. lotf— 113); but every preceding ac- 
count it ecUpfed by the fiiagoificcnt dcfcripition and drawings of M. M« 
BanHcint^and Wo<k|, who htvc Irufforted iolo ^aglaad the -niiaa «f 
•BaliDyfft.aad fiMlbfick. 

forty- 
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forty*five feet in height, is compofed of three 
mafly blocks of ftone or marble. The propor- 
tions and ornaments of the Corinthian order 
exprefs the architedure of the Greeks ; but as 
Baalbec has never been the feat of a monarch, 
we are at a lofs to conceive how the ei^pence of 
tbefe magnificent ilrudures could be fupplied by 
private or municipal liberality (72). From the 
conqueft of Damafcus the Saracens proceeded 
to Heliopolis and Emefa ; but I fhall decline the 
repetition of the fallies and combats which have 
been already (hewn on a larger fcale. In the 
profecution of the war, their policy was not Jefs 
effe£lual than their fword. By fhort and fepa- 
rate truces they diffolved the union of the 
enemy; accuftomed the Syrians to cotnpare 
their friendfhip with their enmity ; familiarifed 
the idea of their language, religion, and man- 
ners ; and exhaufted, by clandeftine purchafe, 
the magazines and arfenals of the cities which 
^ey returned to bejiege. They aggravated 
the ranfom of the more wealthy, or the more 
obftinate } and Chalcis alone was taxed at 
five thoufand ounces of gold, five thoufand 
ounces of filver, two thoufand robes of filk, 
and as many figs and olives. as would load 
five thoufand afles. But the terms of truce or 
capitulation were faithfully obferved ; and the 
lieutenant of the caliph, who had promifed not 
to ent^r the walls of the captive Baalbec, re- 
mained tranquil and immoveable in his tent till 
the jarring factions folicited the interpofition of 
a foreign mafter. The conqueft of the plain 
and valley of Syria was atchieved in lefs than 
two years. Yet the commander of the £adthful 

(72} The Orieotalfl explain the prodigy hj a oeTer-fatling expedient. 
The edifices of Baalbec were ceoftru^ed by the fairies or the geoii 
(Hid. deTimoDr Bee, torn. iii. I. v.c aj. p. 311, 31a. Voyage dXXter, 
torn. i. p. 83 >. With lefs abfurdity, bat with equal tgnoraocey Abiil« 
Ma and Ibn Chaukel afcribe them to the Sabcaos or Aadites. Koo faot 
in omoi Syria «dificia magnificeotiora hit (Tabula Syric« p. 193.). 

reproved 
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reproved the flownefs of their progrefs, and the 
Saracens, bew^ling their fault with tears of 
rage and repentance, called aloud on their chiefs 
to lead them forth to fight the battles of the Lord. 
In a recent adion, under the walls of Emefa, 
an Arabian youth, the coufin of Galed, was 
heard aloud to exclaim, ^ Methinks I fee the 
'^ black-eyed girls looking upon me j one of 
^^ whom, fhould fhe appear in this world, all 
** mankind would die for love of her. And I 
^* fee in the hand of one of them, an handker- 
^^ chief of green filk, and a cap of precious 
^^ ilones, and fhe beckons me, and calls out, 
** come hither quickly, for I love thee.*^ With 
thefe words, charging the Chriftians, he made 
havock wherever he went, till, obferved at 
length by the governor of Hems, he was flruck 
through with a javelin« 

It was incumbent on the Saracens to exert ^•"'••^ 
the full powers of their valour and enthufiafm 1**0 "63^, 
againft the forces of the jmperor, who was^^^**"^^* 
taught by repeated lofTes, that the rovers of 
the defert had undertaken, and would fpeedily 
atchieve, a regular and permanent conquefl. 
From the provinces of Europe and Afia, four- . 
. fcore thoufand foldiers were tranfported by fea 
and land to Antioch and Caefarea: the light 
troops of the army confiiled of iixty thoufand 
Chriflian Arabs* of the tribe of Gaflan. Under 
the banner of Jabalah, the laft of their princes, 
they marched in the van ; and it was a maxim 
of die Greeks, that, for the purpofe of cutting 
diamond, a diamond was the moil effeduaH 
Heraclius withheld his perfon from the dangers 
of the field; but his prefumption, or perhaps 
his defpondcncy, fuggefted a peremptory order, 
that the fate ot the province and the war fhould 
be decided by a fingle battle. The Syrians were 
attached to the fbndard of Rome and of the 

crofs ; 
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croft ; but the noble, die cifizcn, the peafant, 
were exafperated by the injuftice and cruelty of 
a Ucendous hoft, who opprefled th^m as fub- 
jeA»9 and defpifed them as ftrangers and siiau 
(73). A report of thefe mighty prepantkms was 
conveyed to the Saracens in their camp of Erne- 
fa; and the chiefs, though refolved to fight, 
icflembled a council : the &itfa of Abu Obeidah 
would have expeded on the fame fpot the glory 
of martyrdom ; the wifdom of Caled advifed an 
^onouralble retreat to the Harts of Paleftine and 
Arabia, where they might await the faccours of 
their friends and die attack of the unbelievers. 
A fpeedy meffenger foon returned from the 
thfone' of Medina, with the blefiings of Omar 
and Ali, the prayers of the widows of the pro- 
phet, and a remforcement of eight thou&nd 
Moilems. In their way they overturned a de- 
tadunent of Greeks, and when they joined at 
Termuk the camp of their brethren, they found 
the pleafing intelligence, that Galed had already 
defeated and fcattered the Chriilian Arabs of 
the tribe of Gafiao. In the neighbourhood of 
JBoira, the fprings of mount Hermon defeend in 
a torrent to the pl^ of Decapolis, or ten ci- 
ties ; and the Hieromax, a name which has been 
corrupted to Yermuk, is loft after a Ihort cowrfe 
in the lake of Tiberias (74). The banks of this 
cMcure ftream were iUuftrated^by a loag and 
jWoody encounter. On this momentous occsifir 

(7J3}) I)hav€ road i)«iefi^bert>ia T«fttns, or Orocifii, ^vltkAoc h^tM9t 
-lanqiukin fuos, viles tftnqaam alienos. Some Gre«k officers ravifhed 4^ 
mw^ and mardered the child« «f their SyriM Itndlordj and MM««t 
:l9iiUd.et:bis.<iQdatiC4>l oBnmpUim. 

(7^) See ReUnd« P»lefttii. torn. i. p. au. 183. topn. ii. p. 773. 7,75. 
-IQhis learoed^profe^r wtts «q«al 10 tlie its of dSfciibiag the Mf Lad, 
6q^ iie w^s-aJilKe coaverrtnc wuh Gtttk and Ia^ mfh Hebrew §$4 
.Artbifto literature. ^The Vermak, or -Hieronuit is ooticf^ bf CelUnM 
i|GeQ|rAph..Aatiq..tiHn. ii^-p.^^H) aodd^AJiriUe (G^tgcapbieAiidaae, 
Jam.;!! ,p. i.9sJ* The i^rabfl,^aad 4urea J^mMa i^ipr^lj^ 4iyjK$(m^ 
19 re^ogilisc tl^ fceac tff jdieif n€fytf. 
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on, the public voicet and the modefty of Abu 
Obeidab, reftored the command to the moft de* 
ferving of the Moflems, Caled aiTumed his (la-> 
tion in the front, his colleague was pofted in the 
rear, that the diforder of the fugitives might be 
checked by his venerable afpe£t and the fight of 
the yellow banner which Mahomet had dtfplayed 
before the walls of Chaibar^ The lait line was 
occupied by the lifter of Derar, with the Ara- 
bian women who had enlifted in this holy war, 
who were accuftomed to wield the bow and the 
lance, and who in a moment of captivity had 
defended, againft the uncircumcifed ravifliers, 
their chaftity and religion (75), The exhorta^^ 
tion of the generals was brief and forcible: 
'* Paradife is before you, the devil and hell-fire 
** in your rear," Yet fuch was the weight of 
the Roman cavalry, that the right wing of the • 
Arabs was broken and feparated from the main 
body. Thrice did they retreat in difonler, and 
thrice were they driven back to the charge by 
the reproaches and blows of the wom^. In 
the intervals of a£lion, Abu Obeidah vifited the 
tents of his brethren, prolonged their repofe, by 
repeating at once the prayers of two different 
hours ; bound up their wounds with his own 
hands, and adminiftered the comfortable reflec- 
tion, that the infidels partook of their fufferings 
without partaking of their reward. . Four thou- 
fand and thirty of the Moflems were buried in 
the field of battle ; and the Ikill of the Arme- 
nian archers enabled feven hundred to boaft that 
they had loft an eye in that meritorious fervice. 
The veterans of the Syrian war acknowledged 
that it was the hardeft and moft doubtful of the 

• 

(7$) Theie women were of the tribe of the Hamytritet, whode- 
lived their origin from the ancient Amalekites^ Their females were ac- 
cuftomed to ride on horfeback, and to fight like the Ama^ont . of old 
(Ockley, vol. i p. 67. i * 

Vol, IX. A a days, 
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days which th6y had feen. But it was lifce^irife 
the moft decifive t many thoufands of the Greeks 
and Syrians fell by the fwords of the Arabs ; 
many were llaughtered, after the defeat, in the 
woods and mountains ; many, by miftaking the 
ford, were drowned in the waters of the Yer- 
muk ; and however the lofs may be magnified 
(76), the Chriftlan writers confefs and bewaU 
the bloody punilhment of their fms (77). Ma- 
nuel, the Roman general, was either killed at 
Damafcus, or took reliige in the monaftery of 
* mount Sinai. An exile in the Byzantine court, 
Jabalah lamented the manners of Arabia, and 
his unlucky preference of the Chriftian caufe ( 78). 
He had once inclined to the brofeffion of Mam ; 
but in the pilgrimage of Mecca, Jabalah was 
provoked to ftrike one of his brethren, and fled 
with amazement from the ftern and equal jtiftice 
of the caliph. Tlie viaorious Saracens enjoyed 
at Damafcus a month of pleafure and repofe : 
the fpoil was divided by the difcretion of Abu 
Obeidah : an equal Ifaare was allotted to a fotdier 
and to his horfe, and a double portion was re- 
ferved for the noble courfers of the Ai^abian 
breed. 

t7t$!| We V^td tf thttti, Yffi Abu Obel<fAh to tke ttiti^^ «toeli«iidre4 

p. ^41^. AsicanQot doubtHbis vertciCyi nor believe his computktioa, 
I mbtt fbfpe^ tifat the Artbic yftofttfls 4acKi(|god them fetves in Ihe pfwe^ 
tree of i39ni|wlng ^cechee and lettert for fbeir heroes. 

(77) After deploring the Ant of the Chriftians, f heophuies adds 
(t:im»iA%l-aph. p. %/6.>, «<ferii • tfUfjUtt^f kfjts^tui 4««rti»y li^t t^ XJuw*»t 

Xf^ (does he metn Aiznadin>) xax Up/tantav, juu inv a^ta^fjin At/MA- 

Ti^v&tia. Hi# itet^um "% bt^f aim) obTctare, b«ft he accvftfe tfae Mimbert 

. df th« eaemjh th^ adverfc wind, and the (joud of dutt : fcn ^/viitfunc 

(tlie ttotnaos) avrq^rpo^wnmo-ai tx,^»ot( )iw rw Jtowoprw vrrmra*^ lUu idtrtnf 

graph, p. aSo.). 

(78) See Aboifeda (Aootl. Mollem. p. 70, 71.), who traiifcribcs the 
poettcd compTsiifltt^f Ja^alfh himfelf, and fotire tMWegyrital ftraios of 
an Ara^ifaYi poet/ co'O^hom Vhe chref of Giffan fent from Cottftamioople 
a >i\k 6f iSvt fatrttdned pittetieif gold ^ tht tends of cbt ttuibiiiraiior df 
Oflnar*. 

After 



OF T«B ROWAN |;MPIRR j,, 

After the battle of yerroukt th« H^mw ftfnuy cooq-eft •f 

no longer appwrtd i» thf fi^ld j wd tbe S^r^-JuD.^^t^ 

cen9 rni^ht fecuraly chttfe ^inpng the fgrtififij 

to"w«i oif Syr», t^e iirft obj^ft of ^ejr attack! 

They coftfulted the caliph whother th^y fhpul4 

miurch to C«far« or J^mfkkm i and the advipf 

of Ali d^ermiMd th^ imm^^Ute fieg^ of th« 

latter. To a profime ^ye, Je? ufalem w^p thp firft 

or fecon4 c^al of FaleftUif i but after Mwca 

and Medina, it va9 revere^ md vifit^ by th« 

devout Moflemj, as the temple of the IJply tand 

which had been fandified by tb^ revelation pf 

Mofes, of Jefa$t and of Mahomet himfelf. Tbn 

£on of Abu Soj^iian vas fent with fiv^ thpufand 

Arab$ to try the firft ^xp^rimdnt pf furpfife qt 

treaty : Init cm the eleventh day, the tgwn wa« 

inverted by the whole force of Abvi Qbeidah^ 

He addreflfed the cttftoroary fununpna to the chief 

commanders and people of Sih (79)* *' Health 

♦* and happineft to every one that follows the 

♦* right way! We require of you to teftily tha$ 

•< there is but one Oed, and that Mahpmct ii 

♦^ tiJB a^fUe. If yo9 refiifc thia, cpnfent to pay 

^* irfeute, and be under us fprtbwitb, OAer-r 

** wife I fhafl bring men againft yoM who love 

^ death better than jo^ do tbe-^i^iJ^Ungof wine 

** or «ting hogs fle«i. Nor wiU J ev^r ftk i5ro» 

•* ywi, if it p^eafe Go^^ tUl J have deftroyed 

^ thofe that fight for you, and made flavei pf 

" your ehildren/' But rhe cjlty va« defended 

on every fide by d^wjp valUea and Aeep afcentp 1 

fincc the invafw>n of Syria, the wall^ and towerp 

had been an^donfly r eftored ; the braveft pf the 

Jermfakm WM knoyen to the <kvopc Chritians (Eoleb. df M«rt^r. Paleft. 
c x\M ^iH ths legf I ^odfopvlgr MV^V^mp ^^ ^Hfi ( <lir ^<iV>i^y^ Jf^S^ 
Htdrianut) has palTed from the Romant to the Arab* (Reland, Paleftin. 
ton) i. p. %o7. torn. ii. p. 83$. d*Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, Cods^ 
p. 269. //fi», p. 4to)- ^be «piakrt«l AiC^dty ih^H^lf^ U ufed as tl^e 
proper ftame (of jeriiiaWfla. 

A a a fugitives 
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fugitives of Yermuk had flopped in the neareft 
. place of refuge ; and in the defence of the fe- 
pulchre of Chriil, the natives and ftrangers mfght 
feel fome fparks of the entfauiiafm which b 
fiercely gloved in the bofoms of the Saracens. 
The fiege of Jerufalem laded four mondis ; net 
a day was loft without fome adion of fally or af- 
fault; the military engines inceflantly played 
from the ramparts ; and the inclemency of the 
winter was ftill more painful and deftrudive to 
the Arabs. The Chriftians yielded at length to 
the perfeverance of the befiegers. The patriarch 
Sophronius .appeared on the walls, and by the 
voice of an interpreter demanded a conference. 
After a vain attempt to difluade the lieutenant 
of the caliph from his impious enterprife, he 
propofed, in the name of the people, a fair ca- 
pitulation, with this extraordinary claufe, that 
the articles of fecurity fhould be ratified by the 
authority and prefence of Omar himfelf. The 
queftion was debated in the council of Medina ; 
the fanftity of the place, and the advice of A!i, 
perfuaded the caliph to gratify the wilhes of his 
foldiers and enemies, and the fimplicity of his 
journey is more lUuftrious than the royal pa- 
geants of vanity and oppreflion. ITie conqueror 
of Perfia and Syria was mounted on a red ca- 
mel, which carried, befides his perfon, a bag of 
corn, a bag of dates, a wooden di(h, and a 
leathern bottle of water. Wherever he halted, 
the company, without diftindion, was invited 
to partake of his homely fare, and the repaft 
was confecrated by the prayer and exhortation 
of the commander of the faithful (80). But in 
this expedition or pilgrimage, his power was 
exercifed in the adminiftration of juftice ; he 

(80) The fiflgoUr Joarney and eqaiptge of Omtr tre Jefcribed (b«fidct 
Ockley« vol i. p. %^o.) by Murudi (McrvciUet dc i*£gypte, p. &oo— 

reformed 
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Reformed the licentious polygamy of the Arabs^ 
relieved the tributaries from extortion and cru- 
elty, and ^faaftifed the luxury of the Saracens, 
by defpoiling them of their rich filks, and drag- 
ging them on their faces in the dirt. When he 
came within fight of Jerufalem, the caliph cried 
with a loud voice, *' God is viftorious. O Lord 
** give us an eafy conqueft \** and, pitching his 
tent of coarfe hair, calml v feiated himfelf on the 
ground. After figning the capitulation, be en- 
tered the city without fear or precaution ; and 
courteouily difcourfed with the patriarch con- 
cerning its religious antiquities (8 1 ). Sophronius 
bowed before his new mafter, and fecretly mut- ^ 
tered, in the words of Daniel, ** The abomina- 
** tion of defolation is in the holy place (82).** 
At the hour of prayer, they flood together in 
the church of the Refurreftion ; but the caUph 
refufed to perfori% his devotions, and contented 
himfelf widi praying on the fteps of the church 
of Conftantine. To the patriarch he difclbfed 
his prudent and honourable motive. ^^ Had I 
** yielded," faid Omar, *^ to your requeft, the 
*• Moilems of a future age would have infringed , 

^* the treaty under colour of imitating my ex- 
** ample/* By his command, the ground of 
the temple of Solomon was prepared for the 
fpundation of a mofch (83) ^ and, during a re- 

fidence 

- <8t) The Ar«b« betft of an old prcpHecy freferved %l Jcmralcm, tn4 
ieTcribhig thie fttmey th.c religioo, ftad the perlbo of Omar, the futsre 

I conqueror. By Aich ftnc the Jews are faid to have Toothed the pride of 
their foreign matters Cyrus and Alexander (Jofeph. Ant. Jud. I. xi. c. i. 

,<8ftJ T# g^tM^fM 9fif tfnfA9n»( T» f«Mv hu, A«MiiX t# ir^iiTtf «r»f o' 
stwm kyt». Theo{>hfa. Chronograph, p. 281. This predi£li«o, i»bieh 
hihdalreaidy fervcdXor AAtio^hiis aodilic Romanc, was again refitted for 
the pfef<ait occa|»»nf hf the ffcononiy of Sophronius, one of the deepeft 
cheoloi$ians wf the Monythelite controverfy. 

(83) According to the acpvc^P fijfvey of d'Anvillc (Diflcrution fur 
Tancienne Jerufalem, p. 41— s4i)t «*»e nnofich of Omar, enlarged and 
fmb/elUfik/ed ^ fucccediog ctlip^ levered thi ground of the ancient 

temple 
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fidwce of Ma dayfti te r^guUttd th« pnSoLtanA 
future llaitt of hk Syfiaa conqtiafU* M^a^ 
might b€ jealoM> left the CAlifik ihoukl be de- 
tained ^y the fan^&ity of J&uiak«i or ch4^ beauty 
of Damafcus ^ her appFeheftfitet were dialled 
by his prompt and voluntio^ return (x> the tomb 
of i;heapoftle(S4)% 
Of Ait^ i o atchieve what yet reaained of the Syriaa 
a^d!6^ urar^ the caliph bad formed two fepirata armies^ 
' a cbofen df tatshment^ under Amrou and Yezid, 
wag left in the camp c^I^leftine % while the larger 
divifioti^ under tlie ftandard of. Abu Obeidah 
and Caled^ marched aw^ty to the north s^ainft 
Antioch and Aleppo. The latter oiF t^efis, the 
JBeta^aof the Oteek^ tn^ not yet iliuftricva a^ 
tte capital of a |>fovitice or a kingdom.; and the 
itihamtant«, ^y atitkipating their fubmiflu>n and 
{>leading their poverty^ obtained a moderate 
"^XMBi^ofition for their live6 apid t'^l^giom 3ut 
ibt c^le of Aleppo {35)^ diftin^ from tbe €ity^ 
Aood e!re&<on a lofty artificial moua^c the fides 
were Sharpened to a preclpke, and faced with 
ireeftiMie; af)d the tM^eadth of the ditch might 
be &lled with watei; i^ofi^ the nd^hbouring 
^rings. After tbe lofs of three thoufand men, 
the ^rifon "w^s ftill <equal fo the ^e[&ac»\ and 

temple (vaXamv w /4tya>jf vMrVwilM', fays Pbocts)« * lei^th ef 11$^ -ft 
IfrMth of Yl^^ uijks, ^h« Wiibitn ttco^ripher dethires, t|itt tlits tM^- 
IllllCfedt flruaure w«s fecoad only ip taie tnd beauty to the great mofdi 
of Cordova (p. 1 13,) whofe pretent ftat^ Mr. Swio^orfie ht« To elcgtatlj 
repcefente^i (Titvelstoto Spain, p. a96«— 301.)* 

X8^) Of the ina^ AHjIfic fif^im or elflrbukltit of J«ft(ki«iti (dllMie- 
'MU p. 867.), Ockf«7f^a1idt>He milfoil^ dli6lVM:otkM8a.<irOBfoi4f;^ 
v.p.'l$7.)> Which Ife4iteliifed t6fd|^> ttteViC^ivt tttrrflUvc^f Al 
Wuhi^i. 

(8<) ThePerfiaa hiftoritn of Timar (torn. iii. I. Hr.^. ti p. 30a) 
^l!ferlb«« fht caltte tff Aleppo "MtiSllii^lHl VD%frK% Oftf Iraiidictf Oobito ift 
^ight, Uprodfy ftys tlie Prendk tntHOitdf , ttliftt -kt tid neverirHrMl tiw 
^aiee. It fo oow hithe Midft <ff '<be cit)f, ^of iio ftKehgth, with s^fioKle 
t^tt, thectftttrt is ih&ti i; or «bo ^miiH^HxA \\lt flHolishftlf MIof flog. 
Iitot water (Voyages de Tavefnltty 'CtMn t. )>. M9. iPWiytk. wil.<ii. pkrt. 
t|. p. rso.}. Thb fortri^a df Clffe Bift «i%):dHltiliptihtetotti ^tropeaa 
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Youkmna, tbeir vidiwt aad hpreilitary cbief^ 
liad mutckred bis brother, an holy mopk, for 
4ariag to pronounce the name of peace, la a 
£ege of four or five months, the hardeft of th? 
SytiaA war, great numbers of the Saracens ver§ . 
killed and wounded; their rempval to the difr 
tance of a mile could not red\i(:e the vigHance of 
Youkinna ; aor could the Chriitians be terrified 
by the^ executioa of three hundred captives^ 
whom they beheaded before the caftle wall. 
The filence^ and at length the complaints, of 
Abu . Obeidah informed the caUph that the^r 
hojpe and padence were confumed at the foot of 
du$ impr^able fortrefs. ^' I am variouny afi- 
•* feded,'^ replied Omar, " by the difference 
" of your fuccels; but I, charge you by no 
** xnean$ to raife the fi^e of the caiUe. Your 
•* retreat would diminiih the jreputation of our 
^^ arm$^ and encourage the infidels to fall upon 
^^ you on all fide$. Remain before Aleppp 
^' till God fiiaU determine the eVen^, and fo- 
" rage with yomr horfe round the adjacent 
*^ country/* The eicfaoritation of the comman- 
der of the faithful was fortified by a fupply pf 
volunteers from all the tribjss ol Arabia, who 
arriyed in the camp on horfes or camels. Among 
thefe was Dapnes, of a fervile birth, but of gi- 
^mic fize and intrepid refoJnuon. The forty- 
leventh ,day -of his fervipe he propofe^, with onjy 
thirty menp to make an attempt on the caftle. 
The 'e3s:perieaoe and teftimony of Caled recom- 
iQended his offer ; and Abu Obeidah admonifli- 
ed his brethren iiot to defpife th^ bafer origin pf 
Pamest, fincQ j^ himfelf, could k^ relinguiih 
$be public care, would cheer&illy ferve under 
ith^ banner of the Have. His dejSgn was covered 
by the appearance of a retreat^ ajod the camp 
of the ^rapeiis was pitched about a league 
£rom Aleppo. The thirty adventurers lay in am- 

bufli. 
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bufii at the foot of the hill ; and Dame$ at length 
fucceeded in his enquiries, though he W2^ pro- 
voiced by the ignorance of hjs Greek cajptiver. 
** God curfe thefe dogs," faid the iiliterate 
^* Arab, what aftrange barbarous language they 
** fpeak!" At the darkeft hour of the night, he 
fcaled th« mpft acceffible height which he had 
diligently furvey^d, a place where the ftonei 
were lefs entire, or the flope lefs perpendicular, 
or the gpard lefs vigilant. Seven of the ftouteft 
Saracens mounted on each others fhoulders, and 
the weight of the column was fuftained on th^ 
broad and finewy back of the gigantic flave. 
'Pie foremoft in t|iis painful afcent could grafp 
and climb the lowed part of the battlements t 
they (Hently ftabbed and caft down the fenti* 
nels ; and the thirty brethren, repeating a pious 
ejaculation, *' O apoftle of God, help and de- 
** liver us !'* were fucceffively drawn up by the 
long folds of their turbans. With bold and 
cautious footfteps. Dames explored the palac^ 
of the governor, who celebrated, in riotous 
pierriment, the feftival of his deliverance. From 
thence, returning to his companions, he aiTault- 
ed on the infide the entrance of the caftle. 
They overpowered the guard, unbolted the 
gate, let down the drawbridge, and defended the 
narrow pafs, till the arrival of Caled, with the 
dawn of day, relieved their danger and afliired 
their conqueft. Youkinna, a formidable foe, 
became an adiv^ and ufeful profelyte ; and the 
general of the Saracens exprefled his regard for 
the mpft humble merit, by detaining the army 
at Aleppo till Dames was cured of his honour- 
able wounds. The capital of Syria was ftill 
covered by the caftle of Aazaz and the iron 
bridge of Orontes. After the lofs of thofe im* 
pprtant pofts, and the defeat of the laft of the 

Roman 
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Roman armies, the luxury of Antioch (86) 
trembled and obeyed. Her fafety was ranfomed 
widi three hundred thoufand pieces of gold ; 
bat the throne of the fucceflbrs of Ale:&ander^ 
the (eat of the Roman government in the Eaft, 
wbich had been decorated by Caefar with the 
titles of free, and holy, and inviolate, w.as de- 
graded under the ,yoke of the caliphs to the fe* 
condary rank of a provincial town (87). 

In the life of Heraclius, the glories of theF«gi«t«f 
Periian war are clouded on either hand by the "!S^*j;Yg. 
difgrace and weaknefs of his more early and his 
later days. When the fucceifors of Mahomet 
unfhathed the fword of war and religion, he 
ixras aftoniihed at the boundlefs profpe£t of toil 
and danger ; his nature was indolent, nor could 
the infirm and frigid age of the emperor be 
kmdled to a fecond effort. The fenfe of fhame, 
and the importunities of the Syrians, prevented 
his hafty departure from the fcene of aftion ; 
but the hero was no more ; and the lofs of Da« 
mafcus and Jerufalem, the bloody fields of 
Aiznadin and Yermuk, may be imputed in 
fome degree to the abfence or mifcondufb of the 
fovereign. Inftead of defending the fepulchre 
of Chrift, he involved the church and ftate in a 
metaphyiical controverfy for the unity of his 
will } and while Heraclius crowned the offspring 

(S6) The dtCe of the cottqueft of Aotiocb by the Aribt is of fome 
importeoce. By Gompftring the yetrs of the world io the chrooogrtphy 
of Tbeophtne* with the yttrs of the Hegira io the hiftory of Elmacio, 
we (h*l| dftermiQe, that it was taken between Jsnoafy aj' and Sep- 
tember i*t of the ycsr of Chrift (S38 (Psgi Critica, in Baron. Anoal. 
torn, ii p. 8it, 813.)- Al Wskidi (Ockley, vol. i. p. 314.) afligns thst 
event to ToeUay, Angoft ai*S an inconiiftent date ; inot Eafterfeli 
that year on April $^\ the ai*t of Aoguft mod have been a Friday (fee 
the Tables of the Art de Verifier les Dates). 

^87^ His bonnteoas edid» which tempted the gratcfal city to aiTarae 
the vi^ory of Pharfalia lor a perpetoal sera, is given iv Arrto^fia vn 
ftirr^oXf I, ufA tuu «cwXtf a«i AWflVo/tM not ofX*^ >oi irfnaBn/juni tvc 
afarsXnc* John Malala, in Chron p. 91 edit. Veoet. We may di(lin- 
gQtfli his antheotic information of domeftic fa£ls from his groTs ignorance 
of general hiftory. 

of 
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of his fecoad nuptiale, he wts tamely ftr^pe4 
of the mod valuable part of their iiiheritance* 
In the cathedral of Aatioch, ia the pre&nas of 
the bifhops^ at the foot of the crucifix, be,l^ 
wailed the fins of the {H-ince and the people ; but 
his confeifioa inftrufted the worlds that it Was 
vain, and perhaps impious, tx> refift the judg- 
meat of God. The Saracens were invincible m 
hStn fmce they were invipcible in opinion ; 9mi 
the defertion of Toukinna, his falfe repentance 
and repeated perfidy, might juftify the fufpiciom 
of the emperor, that he was enco^i^afli^ by 
traitors and sqpoftates, who conipired to betray 
his perfon and their country %o the enemies of 
Chrift. In the hour of adverfity, hi^ fuperftitio« 
was agitated by the omem and dreams of a fall- 
ing crown i and afi^er bidding ani eternal farewej 
lorSyria, he fecretly embanked with ^ few at- 
feikhnts, and abfolved the &ith of his fub- 
|e£ks (88). Conftantine, hM eldeft ion, had 
l>een ilationed with forty thonfand men at Ca^a- 
rea, the. civil metropolis of the idr^ provinceis 
of Paieftine. But his private intereft recalled 
him to the Byzantine cpwt; and, ajt^r the 
flight of his father, he felt him£df an unequal 
champion to the united force of ifae caKph. m& 
vanguard was b<:)ldjiy atlacked by three hundiifMi 
Ara^ and a tbpufand black flaves, whp^ in^t^ 
depth of winter, had climbed the fnowy moun- 
tains of Libanu^, and who were ^eedfly fisl- 
lowed .by the vi^rj|ous^ fquadroipis pf Cakd 
himfelf From tbe north lind fouth <^e tiroam 
of dAfitioch and Jerusalem advanced along me 
fea (hare, til} their banners were joined ^ider 

(M) ^eOckfoy (▼•l.i. p. |0S. 311.), mho .ItaglH^t die crcMitf of 
I)is avthor. WKcb iHeraelms 'ba^ t&re^ll !• Sjrn«, Vtle^yrU «C sUh 
mum vale, he profAieffcd that the lUiMuit ft«vM «e««r ic«CDter the pio- 
T^noe tni the birlh oC an leaafplciotts cbil^, ^e future 4coaiye «f tl^ 
empire. Abfl^i, p. ^. I •m ferfea4y %MrUit <tf tbe wftkic kaU, 
.oraoafeafc^ o^ Uus predi^Uoa. 

the 
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the walU of die Phoenidan cities ; Tripoli and ^ «f ^^ 

Tyre were betrayed ; and a fleet of fifty tranf-^'^"*' ^ 

port8» which entered without diftruft the captive 

aarbourSf brought a feafonable fupply of arms 

and proviiions to the camp of the Saracens. 

Their labours were terminated by the unexped« 

ed furrender of Csefarea : the Roman prince 

had embarked in the night (89) : and die de- 

fencelefs citizens folicited their pardon with an 

ofiering of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold. 

The remainder of the province Ramlah, Ptole- 

maig or Acre, Sichem or Neapolis, Gaza, Af« 

calon, Berytus^ Sidon, Gabala, Laodicea, Apa« 

mea, Hierapolis, no longer prefumed to difpute 

the will of the conqueror ; and Syria bowed 

under the fceptre of the caliphs feven hundred 

years after Pompey had defpoiled the laft of the 

Macedonian kic^s (gm). 

The fieges and battles of fix campaigns had'^i^^^coa. 
ccmfumed many thoafands of the Moflems, They syrC* "^ 
died with the reputadon and the cheerfulneis of ^'^ 
martyrs j and the finplicity of their faith may ^^^^^^^ 
be ei^efled in the words of za Arabian youth, 
. ifAen ^ embraced for the laft time, his fitter 
aad modier : ^Mt is not/' faid he, ^^ the deli- 
** dKtes of Syria, or the fading delights of this 
^* worlds that t^ave prompted me to devote my 
^^ life in die cs^^fe of religion. But lieek the 
^^ favour of God and his apoftk ; and I have 
^^ heaid^ from one of the coinpanions of the 

fSp) In Ufe looTe sad obfcore chronology of the times, I t^n guided 
hf %n tntbemic record (in the liook of ceremooies of Coafttntme Per- 
phyMg^fctit), mtiUk ttitifiet th«t, June 4, A D. 638, the eiBpecor 
crowned hisfouoger ho Herftcliat in the prefence of hit eldeft Cpnftao- 
tine, mndlo the pahtce of OoiAtiitinopic; fttt Jamitry 1. A. D. 4^ 
. ijie r^ proetfioft v)fitec|tbc ^gitat chuidi, aad on Che 4t" of .the fiune 
moothy thehippodreme* 

'f^ '$txty fivt ynn^i^hefCMfk^ fyrh mfllsTiiQe fnooatiieota fonc 
t)i.:Pon|p«u vir«ati«|Vatt. AKercul. fi. 38^, Mlber^f lai^ioctime «Bd 
paytr : be «ijii4ged Syria to be a 'Roman province, and the laft of the 
B e tetft ' ittg B'werrinctpaMe <?<trawingtt fword la ih/t Aefeaoe dT their 
ymiaoRy .tfae Jthetmiynjlrrnrreofleaed I7 Oflier, Adnal. p. 410.). 

^* prophet. 
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** prophet, that the fpirits of the martvrs will 
** be lodged in the crops of green birds, who 
** ihall taftc the fruits and drink of the rivers of 
** paradife, farewel, we fhall meet again among- 
*^ the groves and fountains which God has pro- 
" vided for his elea." ITie faithful captives 
might exercife a paffive and more arduous refo- 
lution ; and a couiin of Mahomet is celebrated 
for refufing, after an abftinence of three days, 
the wine and pork, the onlv nourifbment that 
was allowed by the malice of the infidels. The 
frailty of fome weaker brethren exafperated the 
implacable fpirit of fanatacifm; and the father 
of Amar deplored, in pathetic llrains, the apof- 
tacy And damnation of a fon, who had renounc- 
ed the promifes of God, and the interceflion of 
the prophet, to occupy, with the priefts and 
deacons, the lowed manfions of hell. The 
more fortunate Arabs, who furvived the war 
and perfevered in the faith, were reftrained 
by their abftemious leader from the abufe 
of profpcrity. After a refrefliment of three 
days, Abu Obeidah withdrew his troops from 
the pernicious contagion of the luxury of An- 
tioch, and affured the caliph that their reK- 
gion and virtue could only be preferved by 
the hard difciplinc of poverty and labour. But 
the virtue of Omar, however rigorous to himfelf, 
was kind and libend to his brethren. After a 
juft tribute of praife and thankfgiving, he dropt 
, a tear pf compafTion ; and fating down on the 
ground, wrote an anfwer, in . which, he mildly 
cenfured the feverity of- his lieutenant : " God,'* 
faid the fucceflfor "of the prophet, " has not 
" forbidden the ufe of the good things of this 
^< world to faithful men, and fuch as have per- 
•• formed good works^ Therefore you ought 
^* to have given them leave to reft themfelv^, 
/ ^^ and partake freely of thofe good things which 

** the 



QF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 365 

** the country aiFordeth. If any of the Sara- 
•* cens has no family in Arabia, they may marry 
^^ in Syria ; and whofoever of them wants any 
*^ female flaves« he may purchafe as many a^ 
** he hath occafion for.'* The conquerors pre- 
pared to ufe, or to abufe, this gracious per- 
miiiion; but the year of their triumph was 
marked by a mortality of men and cattle; and 
twenty-five thoufand Saracens were fnatched 
away from the poffeifion of Syria, The death 
of Abu Obeidah might be lamented by the 
Chriftians ; but his brethren recoUefled that he 
was one of the ten eled whom the prophet had 
named as the heirs of paradife (91). Caled 
furvived his brethren about three years; and the 
tomb of the fword of God is (hewn in the 
neighbourhood of Emefa. His valour, which 
founded in Arabia and Syria the empire of the 
caliphs^ was fortified by the opinion of a fpeci- 
al providence ; and as long , as he wore a cap^ 
which had been blefled by Mahomet, he deemed 
himfeif invulnefabte amidft the darts of the in* 
fidels. 

The place of the firll conquerors waa fuppli- progrdsaf 
ed by a new generation of their children and ^^*^ '^y;'*'* 
countrymen ; Syria became the feat and fupport ^^'JJ"^"^ 
of the houfe of Ommiyah; and the revenue, ^^5>—^5^' 
the foldiers, the (hips of that powerful kingdom^ 
were confecriated to enlarge on every fide the 
empire of the caliphs* But the Saracens defpii'e 
afuperfiuity offame; and their hiftorians fcarce- 
ly condefcend to mention the fubordinate con- 
quefts which are loft in the fplendour and rapi- 
dity of theit viftorious career. To the mrti 
of Syria, they pafled mount Taurus^ and re- 

(91) Abnlfedi, Aoptl. ^oflem. p. 73. . Mthotftet could artfollf 
Ttrf the pruifes of bis dii'ciples. . Of Orptr he was accuftomed to fay, 
that if a prophet could arife tfter himfeif, h woald be Omar ; aod that 
in i^ general calamity, Omar wouid be excepted by the divine juftice 
(Ockley, ?oi. 1. p. 441 ). 

. ' duced 
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duced to their obedience the province of Ciiiciay 
with its capital Tarfus, the ancient monament 
of the Affyrian kings. Beyond a fecond ridge 
of the fame mountains, tliey fpread the flame of 
war, rather than the light of religion, as far as 
the fhores of the Euxineand the neighbourhood 
of Conftantinople* To the eq/i they advanced 
to the banks and fources of die Euphrates and 
Tigris (92) : the iong^ifputed barrier of Rome 
and Perfia was for ever confounded ; the walls 
of EdelTa and Amida, of Dara and Nifibis, 
which had refifted the arms and engines of Sa-» 
)>or or Nufliirvan, were levelled in the duft ; 
and the holy city of Abg^rus imgfat vainly pro- 
duce the epiftle or the image of Chrift to an 
unbelieving conqueror. To the we/i^ the Sy^ 
nan kingdom is bounded by the fea: and the 
ruin of Aradus, a fmall ifland or peninfula on 
the coaft, was poflponed during ten years But 
the hills of Libanus abounded in timber, the 
trade of Hioenicia was populous in mariners ; 
and a fieet of feventeen hundred barks was 
equipped and manned by the natives of the de«> 
fert. The Imperial navy of the Romans fled 
before them from the Pamphylian rocks to the 
Hellefpont ; but the fpirit of the emperor^ a 
grandfon of HeracUus, had been fubdued be^ 
tore the combat by a dream and a pun (9 j). 
The Saracens rode mailers of the fea ; and due 
iilandsof Cyprus, Rhodes, and the Cydades, 

(91) AlWftkidi had likewife written in htftoryof Ue eoM|«e(l^ 
Diarbckir, or Mefopoutnia (Ocklcy, «t the «nd of the 'M vol ), vddtk 
our tmerpretert do sot itppcAr to Imw feea. The CbMoicle of Diaay* 
lltttofTelniMr, the Jacobite paurjarcbft records the taki^ of l^efii A. 
P 63 7, and of Dara A. D. 641 (AflTeman, Bibliot. Onenu torn. i\, pi 
103.) ; end the euetttwe may «leaa k>me de«hifot in&ma|iBa Inoi ite 
Chronography of Theophanea (p. iSg-^iSy.) Moft of the towns ef 
Mefopotamia yielded hj forreoderjAbalpharag. p. ill.). 

(93) Hedreamfthat he wat at TbeflaloocM, an linn)"'^ aod«amea»- 

{ogTifion; bat hit footlifayer* or hh cowardice^ imderftoed (be fere 

omen of a defeat concealed in that inaufptdout word Bh ^^ n»m^ 

GSve to another the ^JiEkory (Tbeephan, p. %H* Zaoant, t»|B. If* 1 xiv* 

. f.dS.). 

were 
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were fuccelfively expofed to their rapacious 
vifits. Three hundred years before the Chrif- 
tian aera, the memorable though fruitlefe fiegc 
of Rhodes (94) by Demetrius, had fumilhed 
that maritime, republic with the materials and 
the fubjefl: of a trophy, A gigantic ftatuc of 
Apollo or the fun, feventy cubits in height, was 
ereAed at the entrance or the harbour, a mo- 
nument of the freedom and the arts of Greece. 
After ftanding fifty-fix years, the coloflus of 
Rhodes was overthrown by an earthquake : bat 
the maffy trunk, and huge fragments, lay fcat- 
tered eight centuries on the ground, and are 
often defcribed as one of the wonders of the 
ancient world. They were collefted by the di- 
ligence of the Saracens, and fold to a Jewifli 
merchant of Edeffa^ who is faid to have laden 
nine hundred camdf with the weight of the bra& 
metal : an enormous weight, though we flionld 
include the hundred coloflal figures (95), and 
the three thoufand ftatues, which adorned the 
profpcrity of die city of the fun. 

ffl. The conqueft of Egypt may be explained £«▼»». 
by the charafter of the viSorious Saracen, one^nd'iiferf 
ci the firft of lus nation, in an age when the A"^*«- 
meanefl: of the brethren wa« exalted above his 
nature by the fprrit of enthufiafm. The birth 
of Amrou was at once bafe and illnftrious r his 
mother, a notorious proftitute, was unable to 
decide among five of the Koreifli ; but the proof 
of refemblancc adjudged the child to Aaii the 

(94) Bxery paflage aod eveiy h€t that relates to titeifle, the city, a«4 
ikut coioffiiof iUndw, ere compiled ia fbe iaboriow treatife^f Meor- 
fiat, wIm hag beftowo d the fame dUigeiket>o thetwo lai^et' iOaodtof 
Cme md Cffn». ^etia dxt m* wl td hh wocka, Oie Jti&ft^ «f Mevr^ 
fiu8 (1. i.c. 1$. p. 715—719)* The Byzaotine wricen, Theophajiei and 
OMi(hMttiBe, 4iave igttodbtly prolonged the teha to 1 3'€o year% aad n- 
dmi)«iifly idnride ^t ineigbtt «ioong 30,000 caiaeis. 

(95) Ceatuin coloffi aliiun nobiiilitiiti ieoiMB, fam PHiMr. with jhia 

oMcft. 



^^ 
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oldeft of her lovers (96). The youth of Amrou 
' was impeiled bv the paffions and prejudices of 
his kindred : his poetic genius was exercifed in 
fatirical verfes againft the perfon and do^hine of 
Mahomet ; his dexterity was employed by the 
reigning faction to purfu& the religious exiles 
who had taken refuge in the court of the Ethi- 
opian king (97). Yet he returned from this 
embaiTy, a fecret profelyte ; his reafon or his 
intereft determined him to renounce the worfhip 
of idols ; he efcaped from Mecca with his friend 
Caled^ and the prophet of Medina enjoyed at 
the fame moment the fatisfa£lion of embracing 
the two firmeft champions of his caufe« The 
impatience of Amrou to lead the armies of the 
faithful, was checked by the reproof of Omar, 
who advifed him not to feek power and domi- 
nion, fince he who is fubjeft to-day, may be a 
prince tomorrow. Yet his merit was not over- 
looked by the two firft fucceffors of Mahomet ; 
they were indebted to his arms for the conqueft 
of Paleftine ; and in all the battles and fieges of 
Syria, he united with the temper of a chief, 
the valour of an adventurous foldier. In a vifit 
to Medixui, the caliph exprefled a wifli to furvey 
the fword which had cut down fo many Chrif- 
tian warriors : thefon of Aafi unfheathed a (hort 
and ordinary fcymetar ; and as he perceived the 
furprifeof Omar, *^ Alas," faid themodeft Sa- 
racen, *^ the fword itfelf, without the arms of its 
*' mafter, is neither fharper nor more weighty than 
^ the fword of Pharezdakthe poet (98)/' After 

(96) We letra thti anecdote from % Ibirited old wonaa, who reviled 
to their focci die caliph tod his frieod. Ske wm eoooaniged bjr the fileoce 
of Amrou ud the iibcrelky of MoAwiyfth ( Abaifcde, AmiaL MolSm. 
p. Ill ). 

(97 )G«faier, Vic d« Mahomet, torn. ii. p» 46, Sec. who qvotct the 
Abvffioifto hiftory, or romaiice, of Abdel Balcidcc Yet ihe foft of the 
embtiTy aod trobolTtdor mty be allowed. 

(98) This fftying is preferred by Pocock (Not. ad Ctrmcn Tograt, p. 
i94.), aod Judl/ appJaiided bj Mr. Harris (Pbilofophical Arraogemcnts 

r 350). 

the 
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the conquieft of Egypt^ he was recalled by the 
jealoufy pf the caliph Othman ; but in the fubfe- 
ouent troubles, the ambition of a. foldier, a 
ftatefman, and an orator^ emerged from a pri- 
vate ftation. His powerful fupport, both in 
council and in the field, eftablifhed the throne 
of the Ommlades ; the adminiflration and reve- 
nue of Egypt were reftored by the gratitude of 
Moawiyah to a faithful friend who had raifed 
himfett above the rank of a fubje£t ; and Amrou 
ended his days in the palace and city which he 
had founded on the banks of the Nile. His 
dying fpeech to his children is celebrated by the 
Arabians as a model of eloquence and wifdom : 
he deplored the errors of his youth ; but if the 
penitent was ftill infefled by the vanity of a poet, 
he might exaggerate the venom and mifchief of 
his impious compofitions (99)^ 

From his camp, in Paleftine^ Amrou had fur- 'nvtfioo ^ J-^^ 
prifed or anticipated the caliph's leave foTAfaViS, ^T!^ 
the invaiion of Egypt (100). The magnanimous J'*"** JlT^ 
Omar trufted in his God and his fword, which ^* 

had 0iaken the thrones of Chofroe^ and Casfar ; 
but when he compiared the ilisnd^ force of the 
Modems with the gri^tnefs oi the enterprife, he 
condemned his own rafhnel^, and liftened to his 
timid companions. The pride and the greatnefs 
of Pharaoh were familiar to the readers of the 
Koran ; and a tenfold repetition of prodigies had 

(99) For the life and chartAer of Amrou, fee Ocklej (Hift. ofihe 
Strmcent, vol. i. p. t8. 63. 94. 328. 341- 344 ^od to the end of the vft- 
luiiie ; vol. ti. p 51. $$. S7* 74* ■ io*-"i i^* i^*-) ^^ Otter (Mem. d^ 
TAcademie de« Infcription*, ton), xxi. p. 131, \%'t- ). The readers of 
Tacituf may aptly comp«re Vefpafian and Mocianui, with Moawiyth 
tad AmroQ. Yet the refemblance is ftili more in the liUttion»'than ia 
the charaAen, of the men. 

(100) Al Wakidi had likewife compofed • fepanite hiftory of the 
cooqveft of Egyptf which Mr. Ockley coold never procure ; and hia 
own enquiries (vol- i. p. 344—362.) have added very little to the original 
text of Eotychios ( Aooal. torn. ii. p. ft96«>*3i3. verf. Pooock), the Mel« 
cfaite patritrch of Alexamdrit. who lived three hundred years after ih^ 
fc volution. 

Vol, IX, , B.b been 
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bdeli fcitceljr flilBoieftt te *flfeA, ftot the Tiftdry, 
but the flight, df 6f^ hundred thdiiMd df the 
children of Ifradr: the cittee of fcgyf>t wtrt 
tnany and populous; their ftrchiteaute was 
ftrong and folid ; the Nile, With it«l tiuihetous 
branches, was alone an infupetable batrier ; attd 
the graiiary of the Imperial city wouhl be ob- 
ftinately defended by the Romtln povrert. lA 
this perplexity, the command e¥ 6f thfe faithftkl 
refigned himielf to the deciAbn of chance, bt, 
iti his opinion, of f>rovidenc^. At the hi^ of 
only four thoufand Arabs, the hitrepid Amroiii 
had marched away from his ftatioh of Oazi 
when he was overtaken by the meflS-ftger of 
Omar- « If you are ftill in Syria/' fkid the 
ambiguous mandate, " retreat withotit ^dtay ; 
" but if, at the receipt of thi6 epiftle, you hav^ 
*' already reached the frontiers of Eg^Jit, ad*. 
" vahce with confidente, and dep^d b!i the 
** fuccour of God imd of yottr Brethren.*' 
The experience, perhapfe the fecret iftt^fflgiikre, 
of Amrou had taught him to fufped: the Wwta- 
bility of courts ; ^t2i hef continued liis mirch till 
his tents were uhqufeftioinably pitched oAEgyp. 
tian ground. He thert affetobled his tifiicers, 
broke the feal, perufed fee epWHe, graVely en- 
quired the name ahif ituMidn of thfe plkce^ feftd 
declared his ready cbeiicnce tothfe tdnttAknds trf 
the caliph. Aftir a fiege,dF thirty days, hfe totA 
poffeffion of Farmah or Selufium ; and that key 
of Egypt, as it hks be^juftly named, unlocked 
the entrance of the ^iintry, as far as the ruins 
of Heliopolis aind Ae neighbourhood of the 
modern Cairo. 
Iwcm* bu ^^ ^^ weilern fide of the Nile, at a fmall dif- 
Ba^/"n^, "'tance to the eaft of the pyramids, at a fmall dif- 
and Cairo, jance to the fouth of the Delta, Memphis, one 
hundred and fifty furloftg;s in circutnference, 
difplayed the magnificence of ancient kings. 
Under the reign of ihe^ Ptolemies aikl Gsefeirs, 

the 



OF THE ROMAN EMJ^IRE. 371 

the feat of government was removed to the fea- 
coaft ; the ancient capital was eclipfed by the 
artd and opulence of Alexandria ; the palaces, 
and at length the temples, were reduced to a 
defolate and ruinous condition: yet, in the 
age of Auguftus, and even in that of Conftantinc, 
Memphis was ftill numbered among the greateft 
and mod populous of the provincial cities (loi). 
The banks of the Nile, in this place of the 
breadth of three thbufanJ feetj were united by 
two bridges of fixty and of thirty boats, con- 
nefted in the middle ftream by the fmall ifland of 
Rouda, which was covered with gardens and ha- 
bitations (102 • The eaftern extremity of the 
bridge was terminated by the town of Babylon 
and the camp of a Roman legion, which pro- 
tefted the paflage of the river and the fecond ca- 
pital of Egypt. This important fortreft^ which 
might fairly be defcribed as a part of Memphis 
or Mi/rafoj was Invefted by the arms of the lieu- 
tenant of Omar: a reinforcement of fourttou- 
fand Saracens foon arrived in his camp ; and the 
military engines which battiered the walls, may 
be imputed to the art and labour of his Syrian 
allies. Yet the fiege was protrafted to feven 
months ; and the ralh invaders were cncompaf- 
fed and threatened by the inundation of tb^ 
Nile (103). Their lall affault was bold and 
B b 2 fuccefsful : 

(101) Strabo; sn accurate and aUentlve fpeflator, ebftrves of Helio* 
polis vuvi /u«y »v9 fc* vanpnfA9f h 9ro>ic (Geo^raph 1. xvii. p. i r^S.) ) but 
of Memphis, he declares, woVi? Vt^i /xtyaXn n nat tvavlfo; hvrtpci fAtr 
AAi^avipttav (p. ii^i.)* he notices, however, the mixture of inhabitants^ 
tod the ruin of the palaces In the proper Egypt, Am.miaous eaainer* 
ates Memphis among the four cities, maximis orbibus ^aibus provincia 
nitet (xxii. i6.) j and the name^ of Memphis appears With difHn£tion 19 
the lEtoman Itinerary and epifcopal lifts. 

(lo/.) Thefe rare and carious fa£ls, tKe breadch (2946 f^et) and the 
bridge >of the Nile, are only to be foond in the Danifh. traveller and , thfe 
NubiaBVeographcr (p 98.). 

(103) 'From the month of April, fhe Nfle begins impeiceptlMy to 
rife : th'i fwell becomes ftrong and vfftble fii the. moon after the fummcr^ 
folftice (Plio. Hift. Nat. v. 10.);, and U dfually procraiined"at Cairo on 
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fuccefsful : they pafled the ditch^ which had 
been fortified with iron fpikes, applied their 
fcaling-ladder^, entered their fortrefs with the 
Ihout of ** God is victorious !" and drove the 
remnant of the Greeks to their boats and the 
ifle of Rouda. The fpot was afterwards recom- 
mended to the conqueror by the eafy communi- 
cation with the gulph and the peninfula of, 
Arabia : the remains of Memphis were defcrtcd : 
the tents of the Arabs were converted into per- 
manent habitations ; and the firft mofch was 
bleffed by the prefence of fourfcore companions 
of Mahomet (104). A new city arofe in their 
camp on the eaftward bank of the Kile ; and the 
contiguous quarters of Babylon and Foftat arc 
confounded in their prefent decay by the appel- 
lation of old Mifrah or Cairo, of which they 
form an extenfive fuburb. But the name of 
Cairo, the town of viiftory, more ftriAly belongs 
to the modern capital, which was founded in the 
tenth century by the Fatimite caliphs (105). It 
has gradually receded from the river, but the 
continuity of buildings miay be traced by an at- 
tentive eye from the monuments of Sefoftris to 
thofe of Saladin (106). 

St. Peter't rfay (June 19.). A ref^ifter of thirty fncceflire yetrs tntrks 
tliegreaten height of the waters between July 15 and Ai^iV 18 (Mai I let, 
Defcriptioo de PBgypie, lettre xi. p. 67. ic Pocock's DefcHption of 
the Emft, vol.1, p. aoo. Shawns TrmveU, p 383 ). 

(104) Muitadi, Merveillea de )*£gypte, p. 243-*i59. He expitittet 
on^he tbbje^t with the zeal and niinotenefs of % citizen and % bigoCy aod 
hia weal traditions have aftroog air of truth and a« curacy. 

(105) D*HerbeIot, Bibliotheqne Oiieotale, p. 133. 

(106) The pofi(ion of Kew and of Old Cairo ia well known, and haa 
been often defcribed Two writers, who were intimately acquaiotcd 
with ancient and nnndf rn £gypt, have 6x€d, after a learned enqoiry, the 
city of Memphis at C/WA, direftly oppoiite the Old Cairo (SIcard, Nou- 
veaux Memoirea des Mi/lions du Levant, torn. vi. p. §,6. Shaw*» Ob* 
fervationa and Travelt, p. 196-^304 ). Yet we may not difr^^gard the 
ao^bority or the argumenta of Pocock (vol. i. p. *5— jH«)* Niebuhr 
(Voyage, topa. i. 77—106.), and, above all, of d'Anville (Defcription 
de I'Egyptc, p. in, 111. 13^— M9 )f ^*»o have removed Memphis to- 
wards (be village of Mohaanah, fonae isilea farther to the fouth. In 
their heat, the difputants havt foirgot that the ample fpace of a metropo; 
lis CO vera aod annihilates ihe far greater ^art of the contioverly. 

Yet 
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Yet the Arabs, after a glorious and profitable 7l^''^l*''K 
enterprife, muft have Retreated to the defert, the cop^"or 
had, they not found a powerful alliance in the ^^''"i 
heart of the country. The rapid conquefl oiF '*^ 
Alexander was aflifted by the fuperftition and 
revolt of the natives : they abhorred their Per- 
fian oppreflbrs, the difciples of the Magi, who 
had burnt the temples of Egypt, and feafted 
with facrilegious appetite oik the flefli of the god 
Apis (107). After a period of ten centuries the 
fame revolution was renewed by a fimilar caufe; 
and in the fupport of an incomprehenfible creed, 
the zeal of the Coptic Ghriftians was equally ar- 
dent. I have already explained the - origin and 
progrefs of the Monophyfite controverfy, and 
the perfecutibn of the emperors, which convent- 
ed a fed into a nation, and alienated Egypt 
from their religion and government. The Sa- 
racens were received as the deliverers of the Ja- 
cobite church ; and a fecret and effeAual treaty 
was opened during the fiege of Memphis between 
a vidorious army and a people of flaves. A rich 
and noble Egyptian, of the name of Mokawkas, 
had diflembled his faith to obtain the adminif- 
tration of his province : in the diforders of the 
Perfian war he afpired to independence: the 
embafly of Mahomet ranked him among princes; 
but be declined, with rich gifts and ambiguous 
compliments, the propofal of a new religion 
(loS). The abufe of his truft expofed him to 
Uie refentment of Heraclius; his fubmiffion was 

(107) Sec Herodotus, 1. iii. c. 17, 18, 19. ^itn. Hill. Var. L tv. 
c. t. Soidat \a D-xfi^f torn. ii. p<774. Diodor. Sicul torn. ii. i. xvii. p. 
197. edit Wcfleliog. T«v ntfc-m iia^90niiorm itc ta iif«» fayi the Ull of 
tbt:re Hinoriaot. 

(108} Mokawkas feat the prophet two CuptkvdarofeU, with two naida^' 
and one eunuch^ ap alabatler v^fe, an ia^t of pure go|d, oil> hooey, aqd 
the foeft' white lineo of Egypt, with an h^r«« a male, and an aTi^ 
dlQingvifhed by their refpe^i.ve ()uali6c*tloDS ll&e. embafTy o^Maho• 
met was difpatched from Medina in the feveotb year of the Hegira A. O. 
618). SeeOagni«r (Vicdc Mahk>.iiet, torn. ii. p. 255, 25^, 303* )> ^^^^ 
Al Jtnnahi. 

delayed 
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delayed by arrogance )in4 fear; and his con- 
fcience was prompted by intereft to throw bisn^ 
felf on the favour of the nation and the fupport 
of the 3aracens. In his (irft conference with 
Amroui he heard without indignation the ufuai 
option of the Koran^ th< tribute or the furord* 
** The Greeks," repUc4 Mokawkaa, " are de- 
^* termine4 to abide the :determinatioin of the 
*' fword J hut with the Greeks I defire no co<n^ 
^^ munion, either in th^; world or in the neait, 
" and I abjure for- exec.. jhe Byzantine tyrant, 
^^ his fynpd of QiaJkfedon) and his Mekhxte 
" ilayes, Jfor myfelf and my brethren, we are 
^^ refoiv^4 to live ;uad die in the pFofeflioin of tho 
** gofpel ^nd unity of Chjcift. It is impoffible 
" fpr us u> embra^ the revelations of your 
*' prophet; but wejaxe^jjeftrojus of peace, and 
^* cheeffuljy f^bn)it io pay. tribute iand obediience 
*^ to his temporal fuQi;eirors;" The ttibuie was 
afcertai^i^d 9t two pi«$:es of gold iot dM hoad of 
every Chriftian; \mti0\itmtn^ ihooks, women, 
and children, of b^^tbJ^^^ielibi- tinder .fixteen years 
of age, werej .exempted fi?oi» thit; per£aoal iaf- 
felTment: the Copts abpye.;atd bel0wr:Mcfnphaa 
fivQreaUegi^Cftti>.the-:caKpbi and ptotnifedan 
hofpitabl^;^t(erjiiainment'crf.<three days, to'cwcry 
Mufulmaa who ihOu}d tnmdi t&tough their 
Country. By this charter: of fecurity, the ec* 
(leiiaftical and civil : tyranny of the -.Mclcfaites 
was deftrpyed (109)5 the anathemaSiOf St. Cyril 
were thundered frpir^:^x6cy: pulpit ;.^aflftd.:the 4a- 
cred edifices, with the patrimony of the church, 

(109) The prsefe^rfe of Egypt, and ihfe cohduA of the wir, had 
been trofted by Heradius to the pAtrtirch Cynis ('Theophan. p.. aSo, 
aSi.)- *' In Spain," faid Jam^s 11. '* ^o you notcoDiuH your priefts?** 
•• We do," replied the Ctiholic awBaflador, *» and our affairs focc^ 
• mccordingly." I know not how to relate the plans of Cyrus, ,. of ^pav- 
iog tribute without impairing the reyenufe, ind of conveit4Q|r 'Ofnaroy 
his marriage with the einperQi'*s tJaughter (Nicephor.Brevtar. p. 17, 

'" ' ' "" "^' 'Were 
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vcw rffttye^^t^ th^MriOAfl^l cawni»n»^ of th€ 
J?PQ^^9» wh9 :WJQy^ without modenatioa th« 
tn^m^i ftf tFipmpb *nd wir^i>ge. At the weC- 
fiiig fumroonft of Anarou, tbfiir. patriarch. feenr 
js^fBki .i^ffltergeji from hi$ defcl** and, ^ft^r the 
6rft ifl*efyieyr^ the <¥>i4rt^ttf Ari^b ^SkOfd to 
4B4?ji^Te,. liiiit.he b»d ftBve? cwv^rfed with W 
Chrilfiap fm^ oi lucwrer iniK^i^nt nann^rs and 
^ ipMif e yw^raWe afpftS Cuq). In the march 
i^om Mismpbia ta A\^Mnixh the iieute^j^nt pf 
Omar entruft^ hi^ fafeity to t^ 2&eat and ^ti- 
tude pf ihr.Egyptiw^f.ihe rwds and bridges 
were diligently repaired t and in every ftep ^f 
hk pT'Qgr^&o .hecpulddef^endoii ^<:onitant fup^ 
pity <rf. .pr9v^<»«(& aiMl iijtfclligfinfre. The Oreeks 
^f Egl^t*/ wbofe n^pifcerj cptiid feapody c^ml a 
tenth ^ tjfee #i%iiyiei^ wife; orer whelmed bf the 
imiyft^ftl dcfe^ipi^ j rfef y had. lever been imtvi^ 
y>ey wefi9^«»9 Ji?«ger fcffsd: the jn^gifl: rate fled 
lr«ra hi$ irijbuti^i, the bii^op ftonaibis altafs ftnd 
the di&a«« g^^ifoO* :>y^rf^!iiirprifed w ftiirved by 
ibc farrpuivli^g flp«Wwd^$, H^ floc /be j^U^ 
a$QiHi^ a fafc;4^d f eadyrje^fiytfy^we to t\^ fea^ 
not an ii*div>d*i^1 q0uidj Janye, leicpped, who by 

%jthf fet/e«.of:the.6r/ecfc8 fro¥i tl>« :P^^^ ^^/^^'ft^cf 

VilXOeS of Upper ggypt,. ^/:9<p6d#r*Wf2^pr€5^M Akx"andna. 

i^lr^ed-ijn ^hp \^i^4^>^^^'4 *e i\9AiVi|iliai;t4 
fH-tifi€r4l ^hnfineb ef thi?:Nile :gflferdf4 ^.ftucctrf^ 
Apf» pf fttwg ^i>d di?f€pfiWt fM04t» h f^ad the rowJ 
tp Ajey^drift wyai labork^^ ,<3icar(fd by ithe^ii5r 
i;pfy pf the S^^ra^ns in ^Nvp .j^<J. twepty day§ of 
general or partial combat. In their annals of 
conqueft, the ficge of Aiexandtia (i 1 1 ) is per^ 

hap.s 

'•> (lio) See tbeitfeof Benjcmio, ip Rea*ud«t .(Hift. Patriarch. Alex« 
ftiMJrin. p. 156--172.), who hss enriched the coii(}Qeft of B^pt with 
fofzie hStM from the Arabic text of Sever at the Jacobite hiftoriao. 
'• ^11) The local defcrtptioa of Alexandrit it perfe^ly afcertained by 

ihc 
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haps the moft arduous and important cntcrprifc^ 
The firft trading city in the world was abundant- 
ly repleniflied with the means of fubfiftence and 
defence. Her numerous inhabitants fought for 
the deareft of human rights, religion and pro- 
perty ; and the enmity of the natives feemed to 
exclude them from the common benefit of peace 
and toleration. The fea was continually open ; . 
and if Heracltus had been awake to the public 
diftrefs, frefh armies of Ronians and Barbarians 
might have been poured into the harbour to fave 
the fecond capital of the empire. A circumfe- 
rence often miles would have fcattercd the forces 
of the Greeks, and favoured the ftratagems of 
an adive enemy ; but the two fides of an oblong 
fquare were covered by the fea and the lake 
Mararotis, and each of the narrow ends expofed 
a front of no more than ten futlongs. The ef- 
forts^of the Arabs Were not inadequate to the 
diffioiltyof the attempt and the value of the 
prize. From the throne of Medina^ the eyes of 
Omar were fixed on tbecamfp and city : bis voice 
^ excited to arms the Arabian tribes and the vete- 

rans of Syria ; and the merit of an holy war was 
recommended by the peculiar fame and fertility 
of Egypt. Anxious Ibriihe ruin or expulfion of 
their tyrants, the fkithful natives dctoted their 
labours to the feirvice of Amrou ; fome fparks of 
martial fptrit were perhaps rekindled by the ex* 
ample of dicir allies ; and the fatiguine hopes of 
Mokawkas had fixed his fepulchre in the church 
of St. John of Ale^nndHa. Eutychitis the pa- 
triarch obferveS) that the Saracens fought with 

(Ike mailer litod of the firil •f geogrtphefs (cTAonUet, Memoirc for 
l^EgjrpCe, p. j4"^3.); but we may borrow the eye* of the modem 
travellers, more efpecially of Tbevenot (Voyage au Levant, part i. p» 
481—395.), Pocock (vol. i. p^^— 1 3.),' and Nicbohr (Voyage en Arabia, 
tckffl. i. p. 34.-*-:(3.)- Of tile two modern rivals, SavaryAsd Voiney* 
the one may arnvfty the other will ioftruft. 

the 
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tbe courage of lions \ they rcpulfcd the frequent 
and almoft daily fallies of cbe beficffed, and foon 
ailaulted in their turn the walU and towers of the 
city. In every attack, the fword, the banner of 
Amrou, glittered in the van of the Moflems. 
On a memorable day, he was betrayed by his 
imprudent valour: his followers who had enter- 
ed the citadel were driven back ; and the gene* 
ral, with a friend and a flave, remained a pri** 
foner in the hands of the Cbriflians. When 
Amrou was conduced before the prsfe^, he 
remembered his dignity and forgot his fituation; 
a lofty demeanour, and refolute language^ re^ 
vealed the lieutenant of the caliph, and the bat« 
tle-axe of a foldicr was already raifed to flrike 
off the head of the audacious captive. His life 
was (aycd by the readineft of his flave, who in* 
ftantly gave his mafter a blow on the face, and 
commanded him, with an angry tone, to be fi^ 
lent in the prefence of his fuperiors. The ere- . 
dulbus Greek was deceived ^ he liftened to the 
offer of a treaty, and his prifoners were dif- 
mifl[cd in the hope of a more refpe&abie embaf- 
fy, till the joyful acclamations of the camp aur 
nouncedtbe return of their general, and infulted 
the folly of the infidels. At length, after a fiege of 
fourteen months (ii 2), and the lofs of three and 
twenty thoufand men, the Saracens prevailed: 
the Greeks embarked their difphrited and dimi- 
nifhed numbers, and the ftandard of Mahomet 
was planted on the walls of the capital of Egypt. 

' (ill) ^th Eutycb'nt f Anna), torn. li. p 319.) and Elmftcin (Hid. 
Stiacciu p. a8 ) Cjncur in fixing the ukiag of Alexandria to Friday of 
^thc new moon of Moharram of the twentieth year of the Hegira (De- 
cember^i) A. D. 640J. In reckoning backwards fourteen months fpent 
before Alexandria, feven months be&re Babylooy Sec. Amroo might 
have invaded Egypt about the end of the year 63S j but we are alTured, 
that be enUred the country the t%i^ oJF B^yni, 6th of Jane (Murudi, 
Merveilles de TEgypte* p. 164. Severus, apad Renaudot, p. i6i.). 
The Saracen, and afterwards Lewis IX. of France^ halted at Pelafiumt 
or Damieua^ dat»g the feafon of the inandation of the Nile. 

« I have 
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^* f hare taken/' -fiiid Amrou to the calipli, 
♦^ the great city of the Weft. It 4s imppffifelc 
•* for tne to enumerate the variety of its riches 
^ Mid beauty j and I Ihalf content myfelf urith 
^ oWerving, that it contains fouf thoufandpal?- 
*^ ces, four thoufiaind bath$, four hundred thc- 
** atres or places of amufenient, twdye thou- 
^* fan J Aops for thefale of vegetable fpqd, and 
*^ forty thoufend tributary Jews: The town has 
^ been fubd\ied by force of arms, without treaty 
^ or capitulation, and the Moflems are impati- 
^* ent to feize th^ fruits of their viftory (i 13)/' 
The commander of the fiiithful re|efte4 with 
firmnefs the idea' 'of pillage, gtid airefted his 
lieutenant to refdrve th^ wealth and revenue of 
Alexandria fpr the public fervice itid the prbpa- 
esrtibri of the faith i the inhabitaht;^ \«nere nutnl- 
bered ; a tribute was impofed ; the zeal and 
refentment pf the jacot>ites were cui1>ed^ an<J 
• the Melchitcs who fubmitted to the A*rabjan V^k^, 
were indulged in tne pbfcurfe' but 'trannuH lejc- 
crcife of theirivorAip/ The ititet%enc6 of this 
difgracefiii arid calanutous eveh^ almfted tjie de- 
clining health of the emperor J and HeracHiis 
•died of a dropfy abgut fey en weeks after the 
\oh of Alexandria ( 1 1 4:). t^ijde^r the minority 
of his grandfon, the clamotif s bf ^ people, de- 
prived of their daily iiiftenauce; compelie4 the 
fiyzTlntine' court to undertake Ae recovery of 
the capital df Egypt! In the'l^jsice of four, years^ 
the harbour and fortificatldfh's of ''Alexandria 
were twice occupied by a fleet and ^rmy of Ro- 
mans* They were twice expelled by the valoiff 
of AmroU;, who wis recalled by the dp.raeftip 

(113) Entych. AaMiMii. ii. p. 3^1^. 319. 

(114) NocwUhAandrn; t4ime inconfiftenciea of T!\eop.hftnes and Cedr^- 
ban, the iw^wary tff Pagi (Cl'itica, torn ii. p. 814.) has «xtr«£teii "fitjm 

.M>.04^ho«u8 and the Chroit icon Oriental« the true date of the dcarchof 
Hetaciiua, Febrwary i ith, A. D. -641, -fifty days after the lols of Alel- 
jkMiri^. A fourth of that time was fufficienc to convey the ifitelligence. 

peril 
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peril from the diftaoit wars of Tripoli and Niw ' 
bia. But the facility of the attempt, the repe- 
tition of the infult, an<jl the obilinacy of the re- 
fiftance provoked him to fwear, that if a third 
time he drove the infidds into the fea, he would 
render Alexandria as acceffible on all fides as 
the houfe of a proftitujte. Faithful to his pro- 
mifis, he difmantled feveral parts of the walls 
and tpwers, but the people was fpared in the 
chaftifement of the city, and the mofch of Mercy 
was erefted on the fpot where the victorious ge- 
neral had flopped the fury of his troops. 
^ I fhoiuld deceive the expedation of the reader. The aim. 
if I paffed in filencc the fate of the Alexandrian J^S? 
hbrary, as it is deicribed by the learned Abul« 
phara^tts. The fpirit of AmxoM was^ more cu- 
ri<Miis aad liberal than that of his brethren, and 
IB Jiis leifure Imurs, the Arabian chief was pleaf* 
ed with the conver&tion of John, the laft difci- 
pie of Ammomus, and who derived the fur- 
name 4>f Phihpmm^: from his kborious ftudies 
cf gvu^niar and philofophy (i 15^). '^ Embolden* 
ed bytbts fiuniliar intercourfe, Pbilopoims pre- 
ibmeid to falicit a gift, ineflimable ivi his opinion, 
ocxfttenqxtible in that^f the Barbarians; the 
roBfal library, which ai4)ne, among the fpoils of 
Akacaiidria, had not been appropriated by the 
vifit aisd: ^e. feal of die conqueror* Amrou 
was iiidined to Ratify the wiih of the gramma- 
risBi, bat his rigid integrity refufed to alienate 
the minuteft obj^d without the cdnfent of the 
^aiiph ; and the > well-known anfwer of Omar 

( r 15) Many trcatifes of this lover of labour (^tXoTPtrof) are rtJil extant j. 
lyot for readers- of the prefcnt age^ the printed and nnpnbliihed' are nearlf 
krfhefjtnie 'predicament. Mot'eir and Ariftoile are the chief objefl's of bit 
verbofecomtnemarMrs, owe of which '« d«ted as eaHy ts Ma;f t6^^^ A. 
p. 617 (Fabric. Biblioc. Qraec. lom.' ix: p. 4$8 — ^6t.). A modvtn (John 
Le Cl'erc), Who fomietime^ aiToiDcd the fame name, ^as equal- to old 
Phllopomi^-in dtlii^^nce, md far fuperi^r in * good tviile and real know 
ledge. ' • - ' •.../. : * 

was 
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was infpired by the ignorance of a fanatic* 
•• If thefe writings of tie Greeks agree with 
^' the book of God, they are ufelefs and need 
^' not be preferved : if they difagree, they are 
^* pernicious and ought to be deftroyed.*' . The 
fentence was executed with blind obedience: 
the volumes of paper or parchment were diftri- 
butedto the four thoufand baths of the city; 
and fuch was their incredible multitude^ that 
fix months were barely fufEcient for the con- 
fumption of this precious fuel. Since the Dy- 
nafties of Abulpharagius (ii6) have becfn 
given to the world in a Latin verfion, the tale 
has been repeatedly tranfcribed ; and every fcho- 
lar, with pious indignation, has deplored the 
irreparable ihipwreck of the learning, the arts^ 
and the genius, of antiquity. Fbr my own part, 
I am ftrongly tempted to deny both the fa£t and 
the confequences. The fad is indeed marvel^ 
lous ; ^^ Read and wonder!" fays the hiftoriaa 
himfelf : and the folitary report of a ftnmger 
who wrote at the end of fix hundred years on 
the confines of Media, is overbalanced by the 
fiience of two annalifts of a more early date, 
both Chriftians, both natives of Egypt, and the 
moft ancient of whom, the patriarcn Eutychius, 
has amply defcribed the conqueft of Alexan- 
dria (117). Th^ "gid fentence of Omar is re- 
pugnai^t to the found and orthodox precept of 
the Mahometan cafuifts ; they exprefsly declare, 
that the religious books of the Jews and Chrifti- 
ana, which are acquired by the right of war, 

(116) Abuiphanig. Dyna.(t. p. 114. verf. Poco^ck. Audi qoid faaan 
fii et miimre. il would be eodltfc to eupmiu'aie the moderat who hftvc 
wondered and believed^ bat I may diiUnguiOvwUh hooaor the ratloaal 
fc«f>ticiiiii of Rcaaadot (Hill. Alex. Patriarch, p. 170.}: Uftoria. . . . 
h*bet aliquid •m^o* ut Arabibas fannitiare eft. 

( 1 17) This curious anecdote will be vainiv fought in the annala of 
l^tttycbiut, anjthf Saracenic Jiiftory of Elftiactn The fiience o: Abu!- 
feda, Muriadii and a crowd "^of Moflcmt, 11 left cooclniivc from their 
ifftoflnce of ChriOian iiteraLurc. 

fhoul4 
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ihould neyer be committed to the flames ; and 
that the works of profane fcience^ hiftorians or 
poets, phyficians or philofophers, may be law. 
fully applied to the ufe of the faithtul (118). 
A more deftruflive zeal may perhaps be attri- 
buted to the firft fucceflbrs of Mahomet ; yet 
in this inftance, the conflagration would have 
Ipeedily expired in the deficiency of materials* 
I fliall not recapitulate the d^faflers of the Alex- 
andrian library, the involuntary flame that was 
kindled by Csefar in his own defence (119), or 
the mifchievous bigotry of the Chriftians 
'who ftudied to deftroy the monuments of 
idolatry (120). But if we gradually defcend 
from the age of the Antonines to that of The- 
odofiuSy we fhall learn from a chain of contem- 
porary witnefles, that the royal palace and the 
temple of Serapis, no longer contained the four, 
or the feven, hundred thoufand volumes, which 
had been afTembled by the curiofity and magni- 
ficence of the Ptolemies (i«i). Perhaps the 
church and feat of the patriarchs might be en- 
riched with a repofitory of books ; but if the 
ponderous mafs of Arian and Monophyfite con- 
troversy were indeed confumed in the public 
baths (122), a philofopher may allow, with a 

(118) See Relaml, de Jore Miiimri Mohammed^noram, in hU iiH vo- 
Inme of DUTerUiionsy p. 37. The reafon Tor not burning the religioua 
books of the Tews or Chriflians, is derived from the refpe^l that is dUc 
to the wsmf of God. 

( 1 19) Confiilc the col1e£tions of Freinlheim (Supplement. Livian. c. la. 
43.) and Uiker (Anoal. p. 469). Livy himfelf had ftyied the Alexan- 
drian library, elegaotix regum cursrqne egregium opus; a liberal «nco* 
minm, for which he is pertly criticifed by the narrow floicifm of Seneca 
(De Tranquil iitatc Animi, c 9.), wbofe wildom, on this occaiion, de- 
viates toto noofenfe. 

(iio) See this Hiflory> vol. V. p. ioo« et Teqq. 

(1^1) Aolus Gelliufi (Nodles Attice^ vi. 17.), Ammianus Marcellious 
(xxii* t6,)i and Orofius (I. vi. c. 1$.). They all fpeak in tht paft ten1e« 
and the words of Ammianus are remarkably ftroagr fueront Bibliorhe- 
tx inaumerabiles ; et loquitur monnmentorom veternm conciseos fides, 
arc. 

(ill) Reoaudot anfwers for veriions of the Bible. Herapla, Catena 
Patram, Commentaries, Sec. (p. 170.}. Our Alexandrian MS. if it carr^e 
from E^ypt, and not from Conftaatinople, or mount Athos (WeiAein, 
ProIegom» ad N* T. p 8, Ate), might f>^ij be among them. 

fmile. 
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finite, that it was ultimately devoted to the 5e« 
nefit of mankind. I (incerely regret the more 
valuable libraries which have been involved in 
the ruin of the Roman empire ; but when 1 fe- 
rioufly compute the lapfe of ages, the wade of 
ignorance, and the calamities of war, our trea- 
fures, rather than our lofTes, are the objed^ of 
my furprife. Many curious and intercfting 
fads are buried in oblivion ; the three great hif- 
torians of Rome have been tranfmitted to our 
hands in a mutilated ftate, and we are defrrived 
of many plcafing compofitions of the lyric, iam* 
bic, and dramatic poetry of the Greeks. Yet 
we (hould gratefully remember, that the mif- 
chances of time and accident have fpared the 
claffic works to which the fuflfrage of antiquity 
(123) had adjudged the firft place of genius and 
glory : the teachers of ancient knowledge, who 
are fttll extant, had perufed and compared the 
writings of their predcccfTors (124); nor can it 
fairly be prefumed that any important truth, any 
ufeful difcovery in art or nature, has been 
foatched away from the curioSty of modern 
ages. 
Admmiftra- jfj ^j^g adminiftration of Egypt (125), Amrou 
E^"pl balanced the demands of juftice and policy ; the 
intercft of the people of the law, who were de- 
fended by God ; and of the people of the al- 
liance, who were protcded by man. In the re- 
cent tumult of conqueft and deliverance, the 

(113) I have often perufed with plea fare a chapter of Qaintillan (tn- 
ftitat. Orator, x. i.), in which that jtidiciouR critic edumeratci and ap- 
preciates the feries of Greek and Latin ciaiCca. 

(114) Such 18 Galen, Pliny, AriOotle, &c. On this f\ibje€t Wotton 
(RefledloQs on ancient and modern Learning, p S;— 9$.) argues, with 
fblid fent'e, againft the lively exotic fancies of Sir William Temple. The 
«ontempt of the Greeks for Barbarian fcience, would fcarceliadmit the 
Indian or y£th!opic books into the libiary of Alexandria} nor is it proved 
that philofophy ha» fufttined any real lofs from their excf ofion. ' 

(115) This cqrious and authentic Intelligence of Myrtadi ^p 184— 
189.) has not been difcovered either by Mr. Qckky, or by iht feff-.fof- 
ftcient compilers of the Modern Univ^rfal Hiftbry. ' '^ 

, \;. ' r, tongue 
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uragM of the Copts ttid tire fwond of tbt Ar^bi 
were knoft advcrft co^ the tircitiquillity t)f tbie pro^' 
Vince^ T\) th^ forwicf, Amrou tkdared, that 
fk&iofi and fftlfeh^od would be ddubiy ch^ftiledt 
by the puni{hmetit of tbe accuCere, ^hom )r« 
ihevld deteft «i im perfotial Enemies, attid ^ the 
^dmoticm of slicir innocent bretbreif) whom 
theii' envy had Itb^red to injure and fypplant* 
Ht esidnsd ttie totter bv the ttioii^i of religion 
and faDobur to fuftftif) tne dignity ei their di^- 
rs£ter^ to eiidetr themK^lvet by a modeft and 
tetnf^etate conduct to God ^nd the caliph, to 
fpare Md protd£k •a people o^bo had trufted co 
their faith, ai)d to content thcmfdv^s with the 
icigitimBte.aiad ff^endid rewarda of their vidory. 
in the manageitoent of the revenue he dlfappro^- 
ed the iirople but oppreflive tnode of a capitation. 
Ibid f>referred liirith feafon a proporrion of taxes, 
dtdii&ed on every branch from the clear profits 
^ agviculttirt itid cofiimerce. A third pan of 
tlie tribute was Appropriated to the annual ftpaira 
«if the dykesiQTid canak^ fo eifential to the pub- 
Jic welfare^ Under hife adminiftration the terd- 
Iky 3B>{ Egypt AjppHed the dearth of Arabia ; and 
a ftriHg of cameias feden Mri«h corn and proviii- 
ona, torered vimoll trithbut an intetval the long 
toad from Midmphis to Medina ( 1 2%). But the 
gtnios of Atnroo foon rferjctt^ed the tnaiitime 
comattmication Which had been atcemptsd or at- 
chieved by the Pharaohs, the Ptolemies, or the 
Cafefers ; and a tanai, at ie?fft eighty ttiiks in 
length, was opened from the Nile to the Red 
Sea. This mland nfiVigation, which would have 
joined the Mediterranean and. the Indian ocean, 
ivasToon difcotitinued as ufelefe and tfetigcrous : 
the throne was removed from Medina to Damaf-^ 

(116) £«uy«bltt«9 Am^l torn, il p. 310. filnMcia^ Hiil. Saracen. p> 
35-' 

I cus 5 
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cos ; and the Grecian fleets might have explored 
a paflage to the holy cities of Arabia (127)* 
Riches tad Of this new conqueft, the caliph Omar had 
popiiiottr. jyj imperfeft kndwledge from the voice of feme 
and the legends of the Koran* He re<]^uefted 
that his lieutenant would place before his eyes 
the realm of Pharaoh and the Amalekites ; and 
the anfwer of Amrou exhibits a lively and not 
unfaithful pi&ure of that fingular country ( 1 28). 
^^ O commander of the faitmiil, ^gyp^ i^ ^ com* 
*^ pound of black earth and green plants, be* 
*^ tween a pulverifed mountain and a red land. 
^^ The diftaace from Svene to the fea is a month's 
** journey for an horfeman* Along the valley 
^^ defcends a river, on which the bleffing of the 
^* Moft High repofes both in the evemng and 
^^ morning, and \^hich rifes and fells wim the 
^^ revolutions of the fun and moon. When the 
^^ annual difpenfation of providence unlocks 
*^ the fprings and fountains that nouriih the 
** earth, the Nile rolls his fwelline and found* 
^^ ing waters through the realm of Egypt : the 
^^ fields are overfpread by the falutary flood ; 
** and the villages communicate with each other 
<^ in their painted barks. The h^treat of the in* 
<< undation depofits a fertilizing mud fo^ there* 
^^ ception of the various feeds : the crowds of 
*^ hufbandmen who blacken the land may be 
^ compared to a fwanri of induftrious ants ; and 

(ift7) On thcfc fi^yrirr/ ctBttlt, the reader mty trj to fiuisAf ■bimfelf 
from d*Aoville (Mem. iur PEgypie, p. 108—110. 114. ^Z*»h and a 
teeraed tbefis maifitaioed and printed at Straiborg in the year 1770 (Jan- 
gendoram mariam Savioniroqae molimtaa, p. 39—47. 68—70.). Bvca 
the fopine Torks have agitated the old projeS of joining the two feat 
(Memoires da Baran de Tott, torn, i* ). 

(ix8) A fmall volome, des Menreilles, Sec. de TEgypte, compofed 
In the xiii<^ centnry by Mnrtadi of Catro^ and tranflated from an Arabic 
MS. of cardinal Maaarin^ was pvbiiflied by Pierre Vatier, Partn 166^ 
The antiqniiiet of Bgypt are wild and legendary : bat the writer defervca 
credit and efteem for his account of the conqneA and geography of his 
ttative country (See the oorrefpondeoce of Amron and Onar» p. «79— 

their 
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*^ their: native indolence is quickened by the Idh 
^^ of the taik-mafter, and the promife of the 
^^ flowers and fruits of a plentiful encreafe. 
** Their hope is^feldom deceived ; but the riches 
*' which they extract fromr the wheat, the barley^ 
** and riccj the legumes, th^ fruit-tre6s, and 
** the cattle, jaf e unequally fliared between thofe 
** who labour and thofe who poffefs. Accord. 
** ing to the viciflitudes of the feafons, the face 
** of the country is adorned with 2i^lver wave, 
** a verdant emeraldy and the deep yellow of a 
*• golden harveft ( 1 29)/* Yet this beneficial or- ' 
der is fociietimes interrupted ; and the long de- 
lay and fudden fwell of the river in the firft year 
of the ccmqiSieft might afford fome colour to an 
edifying fable. It is faid^ that the annual facri- 
fice of a virgin ( i ^o) had been interdicted by . 
the piety ofAlmar j and that the Nile lay fullen 
and inaAivein his (hallow bed, till the mandate 
of the caliph wa$ caft into the obedient ftream^ 
which rofe in a tingle night to the height of fix>i 
teen cubits. The admirajjpn of the Arabs for 
their new conquefl encouraged the licence of 
their romantic fpirit. Vft may read, in the 
graveft authors^ that Egypt was crowded with 

(129) fa « twenty yc^rs rcfideiice tt Cairo, the conful Mtillet htd 
oofitempUted that vtryin^ fceue^ the Nile (iettrc ii. ptriicnUrly p. 70. 
7$.); thefertil?ty oF the Und (lettre ix.)- Prom a college tt Cambridge, 
the poetic eye of Gray had/r«iv the fame objeAs with a keener glance : 

What wonder in the fultry climes tbst fpread. 
Where Nile, redundant o'er his fommer bedy 
From his broad hofom life and verdure flings. 
And broods o*er Egypt with his wat'ry wings ; 
If with adventVons oar, and ready fail. 
The duflcy people drive before the ^ale: 
Or on frail iJoats to neighbouring cities rid«. 
That rife and glitter o*er the ambient tide. 

< (MaTon^s, Works and Memoirs of Gray^ p. 199, loo.) 

(130) Murtadi, p. 164 — 167. The reader will not eafity credit an 
fcurpan facrifice under the Chriftian emperdra, or a mirack of the fnc- 
ceiforsof Mahomet. 

Vol. IX. C c twenty 
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twenty thoufand cities or villages (131): tbat^ 
exclufive of the Greeks and Arabs,, the Copts 
alone were found, on the affeflfment, fix millions 
of tributary fubjefts (132)5 or twenty millions 
of eit^ier fex and of every age : that three hun- 
dred millions of gold or ifilver were annually 
paid to the.treafury of the caliph (i 33). Our 
reafon muft be ftartled by thefe extravagant 
aflertions; and they will become more pal-' 
p^ble, if we aifume the compafs and. meafure 
the extent of habitable ground: a .valley 
from the tropic to Memphis, feldom . broader - 
than twelve miles, and the triangle bf the Del- 
ta, a fiat furface of two thoufand one hundred 
fquare leagues^ compofe a twelfth part of the 
magnitude of France ( 1 ^^). A iHore.aCcurate re- 
fearch will juftify a more reafonable eftimate. 
The three hundred millions, created by the error 
of a.fcribe, a^e reduced to th* detent revenue 
of four millions three hundred ^thpufand pieces 
of gold, of which nine hundred thoufand were 



(131) MtUIety Defcription d^ PEg7|)tc^ p. %^, He. mentioas this 
aumber as the common opinion ; and adds, that the generality of thele 
vKlageV contain two or three thoufand perfon^. ai^il that many of them 
arc more populous than our large cities. 

{\yi) Eutych. Ann^I. torn. ii. p. 308. 311. The twenty milliona are 
computed frenvtbe following dotm: .one twelfth of nMokiiui above fixiy, 
one*third below fiateen, the- proportion of men to women as feventeen to 
fixieen i Kccherches fur la Populauon de la France, p. 71, 7%.). The 
prefideiit G^^uec (Origine des; ArU, &c. torn. iii. p. a6, &c.) bedows 
twenty-fevcv miUions on ancient Egypt^ becaule the feventeen hundred 
companions of Seloftris were born on the faiiie day. 

(133) Elmacin, Hifl. Saracen, p. 1 18. i and this grofs lump ia fwal- 
lowed without fcrupk by d*Herbelot (Bibllot. Orient, p. 1031.), Arbuth- 
Bot (Tables of ancient Coins, p. 162.), and de Ouignes (HiA. des Huns, 
torn. iii. p. (3S-)* Thiey might allege the not lefs extravagant liberality 
of Appian in favour of the Pcoleroie8(in praefaL) of feventy-^ur myriadh, 
740,000 talents, an annual income of 18$, or near 300, millions of 
pnunds (letling, according as we reckon by the Egyptian or the Alexan- 
ckian alent (Bernard de Ponderibvs A'nclq. p. 186 ). 
-4i-34')<Seetbe.me^rureinent of d*Anville (Mem. fur TEgypte, p. 13, 
&c.). Alter tome peevifh cavils, M. Pauw (Recherches fur, les £gypli«o»^ 
fern. i. p. liS—- III*) can only enlarge his reckoning to zz^o fquare 
leagues. 

* -' confumed 



OF THE ROMANi EMPIRE. 387 

confumed by th^pay of thefoldiers (135). Two 
authentic lifts, of ^e prcfent and of the twelfth 
century, are circumfcribed within the refpefta- 
ble number of two thoufand fevcn hundred vil- 
lages and towns (136). After a long refidence 
at Cairo, a French conful has ventured to aflign 
about four, millions of Mahometans, Chrifti^ns, 
and Jews, for the ample, though not incredible, 
fcope of the population of Egypt (137). 

IV. The conqucft of Africa, from theNile to the ArRfCA. 
Atlantic. ocean (138), was firft attempted by thc^^'^^^y Ab 
arms of thfc caliph Othman* The pious defign daiuh, 
was approved by the companions of Mahomet ^* ^' ^^^ 
and the chiefs of the tribca; and twenty thoufand 
Arabs marched fromMedina,with the giftsaiid the 
blefling of the commander of the faithfuK They 

(<3$) R«n«Q<iot, Htft. Patriarch. Alexand. p. 334 who calls the com- 
mon reading or verfion of Elmacin, error lihrarii. Hi« own em^ndation^ 
of 4^300,000 pieces, in the ix'^ centory, «)aiiifaias a probable nvertium 
between the 3,«i9<?,opO which the Arabs' acqair<;d by. the cooqueft of 
Egypt (idem, p. 168^; and the 1,400,600 which the I'uitan of Conftan- 
tifx>ple levied in the hafl -century (PieCvo dtlla Vallej toni« i. p..35fc. \ 
Thevenoc, parti-.p* 8«4,). Pauw ( Recberchea, torn. ii. p. 3<S$— 373.) 
gradually raifes the revenue of the Pharadhs, the Ptolemies, and ti\e 
CffftriH from fix to fifteen milljoiis of dermtn crowns. 

(136} The lift of Schultens (Index Geo^raph. ad calcem Vit. Saladin. 
p. 5.) contains 2396 places; that of d^Anville fMem. fur PEgypte, p. 
ap.), fropi the divair o^ .Cairp, enumerfites ^6^, 

(137) See Maiilet (D^fcriptioo de PEgypte, p. 18.), who feems to 
trgue with candour and judgment. I am much better latisfied with the 
obfervationi than wi^i the reading of the French, conful. He wan igno- 
rant of- Greek andT^atin literature, and his fancy, is too much delighted 
with the f)£ttons of the ^rabs. Their beft knorwiedge is colie£led by 
Abulfeda (Defcripc. i^gypt. Arab, et Lat.^ Job. David Michaelis, Cot* 
tings, in 4(0, 1776):. and in two recent voyages into Egypt, we are 
amnfed by Savary, and inftruded by Vohiey. I wiOi the Utter could 
travel over the globe. ; . 

(138) My conqueft of Africa is drawn from two French Tnterpretera 
of Arabic literature, Car^onne (Hift. de PAf^tque et de TEfpagne I'ous 
la Domination des Arabcs, torn. i.p. 8**>$$.) and Otter (Hift..de PAca- 
demie des Infcription^ tom- xxi. p. 1 11^25. and 136.)- They derive 
their principal toftfrmfatioti from Novairi, who torapofed, A. D. 133 1» 
an Encyciopiedia in more' than twenty volumes. The five general parts 
fucceflively treat of, }, Phyfics, 2 Man, 3. Animals, 4. Planes, and, 
$. Hiftory ; and the African affairs are difcuffed in the vit^ chapter of 
the v<h feaion of this laft part (Reiflce, Prodidagmtta ad Hagji Chalifie 
Tabulaf, p. 232—2^4.) Among the older hiftorians who are quoted by 
Kovairi we may dttlinguifh the original narrative 6f a foldicr who led the 
van of the Moflem?. 

C c 2 were 
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were joined in thiel catnp of Memphis by twenty 
thourand of tbcir countrymen ; and tbexrondu^ 
of tbe war was entrtifted to Abdallah (139)9 the 
Ton of Said and the fofter-brochtr of the caliph, 
who had lately fupplanted the conqueror and 
lieutenant of Egypt* Yet the favour, of the 
prince, and the merit of his favourite, could not 
obliterate the guilt* of bis apoftacy. The early 
converfion of Abdallah, and his (kilfol pen, bad 
recommended him to the important office of 
tranfcribing the (heets of the Koran : he betrayed 
his truft, corrupted the text, derided the errors 
which he had made^ and fled to Mecca to efcape 
the juftice, and expofe the ignorance, of the 
apoftle. Afttr the conqueft of Mecca, he fell 
proftrate at the feet of Mahomet : his tears, and 
the entreaties of Othman, extorted a reludant 
pardoh ; but the prophet declared that he had fo 
long hc^iitated^ to ullow time for fome zealous 
difciple to avenge his injury in the blood of the 
apoftate. With apparent iide4ity ^nd efTedive 
merit, he fcrvcd the religion which it was no 
longer hisintereft to defert : his birth a^nd talents 
gave him an honourable rank among the Koreifli ; 
and, in a nation of cavalry, Abdallah was re« 
nowned as the boldefl: 4tid mod dextrous hoffe^ 
man of Arabia. At the head of forty thoofand 
Moflems, he advanced froni Egypt into the un* 
Icnown countries of the Weft, The fends of 
£arca might be impervious to a'Roman legion ; 
but the Arabs were attended, by their faithful 
camels; and the natives of the dcfert beheld 
without terror the familiar afpe6l of the foil and 
climate. After a painful march^ they pitched 
their tents before the walls of Tripoli (140), a 

maritime 

(139} See the hi (lory of AbdftlUh, ioAbulfedt (Vit Mohammed. |i. 
109.) and Gtgnier (Vie de Mahomet, torn. iii. p. 4S'-"48t). 

(140) Theprovince and city of Tripoli are dcfcribed by Leo Afrtcaaai ' 
(in Navigatiooe e Viaggi di Ramufio, torn. i. Veoetia, 1550, fol. 75. 
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maritime city, in which the Hame^ the wealth, 
and the inhabitants, of the province had gradu* 
ally centered, and which^ now maintains the 
third rank among the dates of Barbary. A re- 
inforcement of Greeks was furprifcd and cut in 
pieces on the fea-(bore ; but the fortifications of 
Tripoli refiftcd the firft affaults; and' the Saracens 
were tempted by the approach of the pra&fe£t The prafea 
Gregory (141) to relinquifli the labours of the SsTugh"!^ 
fiegc for the perils and the hopes of a decifiveter. 
action. If his ftandard was followed by one 
hundred and twenty tboufand men, the regular 
bands of the empire muft iiave been loft in the 
naked and diforderly crowd of Africans and 
Moors, who formed the ftrength, or rather the 
numbers, of his hoft. He rejeded with indig- 
nation the option of the Koran or the tribute ; 
and during feveral days, the two armies were 
fiercely engaged from the dawn of light to the 
hour of noon, when their fatigue and the ex* 
ceffive heat compelled them to feek (helter and 
refrefhment in their refpeftive camps. The 
daughter of Gregory, a maid of incomparable 
beauty and fpirit, is faid to have fought by his 
fide : from her earlieft youth (he was trained to 
mount on horfeback, to draw the bow, and to 
wield the fcymetar ; and the richnefs of her 
arms and apparel were cenfpicuous in the fore- 
moft ranks of the battle. Her hand, with an 
hundred thoufand pieces of gold, was ofifered 

^erft) and Marmol (Dcrcription de TAfrique, torn. ti. p. 5^1.). The 
lirll of thefe writers was a Moor, a fcholar, and a traveller, who com* 
poled or tr'iiflated bis African geography io a ftate of captivity at Rome, 
where he had aflumed the name and religion of pope Leo X. In a fimilar 
captivity among the Moors, the Spaniard Marmol, a Ibldier of Charles 
V. compiled his Defcription of Africa, tranflated by d^Ablancourt into 
French (Paris, 1667, 3 vols, in 4'^). Marmol bad read and I'een, but 
he is deftitote of the curious and extenfive obfervation which abouod« in 
the original work of Leo the African^ 

(141) Theophanes, Whomentiona the defeat, rather than the death, 
of Gregory. He brands the prcfedl wiih the name of Tvp«vy*c ; he had 
probably tffumed the purple (Chronogrtph. p. xSs.). 

for 
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for the head of the Arabian general, and the 
youths of Africa were excited by the profpeft of 
the glorious prize. At the preffing- felicitation 
of his brethren, Abdallah withdrew his perfon 
from the field ; but the Saracens were difcou- 
raged by the retreat of their leader, and the 
repetition of thcfe equal or unfuccefsful con- 
flifts. 
iaory of A noble Arabian, who afterwards became the 
t Anbs. adverfary of Ali and the father of a caliph, had 
fignalized his valour in Egypt, and Zobeir (142) 
was the firft who planted a fcaling-ladder againft 
the walls of Babylon. In the African war he 
was detached from the ftandard of Abdallah. 
On the news of the battle, Zobeir, with twelve 
companions, cut his way through the camp of 
the Greeks, and preffed forwards, without tail- 
ing either food or repofe, to partake of the dan- 
gers of his brethren. He caft his eyes round the 
field : *' Where,** faid he, " is our general ?* 
" In his tent.** " Is the tent a ftation for the ge- 
" neral of the Moflems?** Abdallah reprefented 
with a blufh the importance of his own life, 
and the temptation that was held forth by the 
Roman praefeft. " Retort,** faid Zobeir, ^' oh 
*' the infidels their ungenerous attempt. Pro- 
" claim through the ranks, that the head of 
" Gregory Ihall be repaid with his captive • 
'' daughter, and the equal fum of one hundred 
" thoufand pieces of gold.** To the courage 
and difcretion of Zobeir the lieutenant of the 
caliph entrufted the execution of his own flrata- 
gem, which inclined the long difputed balance 
in favour of the Saracens. Supplying by acti- 
vity and artifice the deficiency of numbers, a 

(142) See in Ocklcy (Hifl. of the Saracens^ vol. ii. p. 45.)i ^^^ doth 
of Zobeir, which was honoured with the tears of Ali, againil whom he 
had rebelled, ffis valour at the liege of Babylon, if indeed it be the 
fame perfoo^ is memiooed by Eutycbius (Annal, torn. ii. p. 308.). 

part 
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part of their forces lay concealed in their tents, 
while the remainder prolonged an irregular 
ikirmifli with the enemy, till the fun was high 
in the heavens. On both fides they retired with 
fainting fteps : their horfes were unbridled, their 
armour was laid afide, and the hoftile nations 
prepared, or feemed to prepare, for the reftefh- 
ment of the evening, and the encounter of the 
enfuing day. On ^ fudden, the charge was 
founded ; the Ai-abian camp poured- forth a 
fwarm of frefh and intrepid warriors ; and the 
long line of the Greeks and Africans was fur- 
prifed, affaulted, overturned, by new fquadrons 
of the faithful, who, to the eye of fanaticifm, 
might appear as a band of angels defcending 
from the fty. The praefeft himfelf was flain by 
the hand of Zobeir : his daughter, who fought 
revenge and death, was furrounded and made 
prifoner ; and the fugitives involved in their dif- 
after the town of Sufetula, to which they efcaped 
from the fabres and lances of the Arabs. Sufe- 
tula was built one hundred and fifty miles to the 
fouth of Carthage : a gentle declivity is watered 
by a running ftream, and Ihaded by a grove of 
juniper-trees ; and, in the ruins of a triumphal 
arch, a portico, and three temples of the Co- 
rinthian order, curiofity may yet admire the 
magnificence of the Romans (145). After the ^ 
fall of this opulent city, the provincials and Bar- 
barians implored on all fides the mercy of the 
conqueror. His vanity or his zeal might be flat- 
tered by offers of tribute or profcifions of faith : 
but his loffcs, his fatigues, and the progrefs of 
an epidemrcal difeafe, prevented a folid eflablifii- 
ment ; and the Saracens, after a campaign of 
fifteen months, retreated to the confines of Egypt, 
with the captives and the wealth of their African 

(143) Shaw*8 Travels, p. ii8, ii^. 

expedition. 
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expedition. The caliph's fifth was granted to a 
favourite^- on the nominal payment of five 
hundred thoufand pieces of gold (144) ; but the 
(tate was doubly injured by this fallacious tranf- 
aftion, if each foot-foidier had (bared one thou* 
fandy and each horfcman three thoufand, pieces, 
in the real diviflon of the plunder. The author 
of the death of Gregory v/as expedted to have 
claimed the moft precious reward of the vie* 
tory : from his filence it might be prefumed 
that he had fallen in the battle, till the tears and 
exclamations of the prsefed's daughter, at the 
fight of Zobeir revealed the valour and modefly 
of that gallant foldier. The unfortunate virgin 
was offered, and almoft rejedted as a ilave, by 
her father's murderer, who coolly declared that 
his fword was confecrated to the fervice of reli- 
gion ; and that he laboured for a recompenfe far 
above the charms of mortal beauty, or the riches 
of this tranfitory life. A reward congenial to 
his temper, was the honourable commiflion of 
announcing to the caliph Othman the luccefs of 
his arms. The companions, the chiefs, and the 
people, were affembled in the mofch of Medina, 
to hear the interefting narrative of Zobeir ; and, 
as the orator forgot nothing except the merit of 
his own counfels and aftions, the name of Ab*^ 
dalfah was joined by the, Arabians with the heroic 
names of Caled and Amrou (145)- 

^ . Piogrcf.of The,wellern conqucfls of the Saracens were 
X^^ In A^vfca"** fufpcndcd ncar twenty years, till their dilfcn- 

,^/ *" \?D,^ . lions were compofed by the eflablifhment of the 

(144) Mimica emptio, fays Abulftda, erat twee, et mira donatio; 
quandoquidvm Othman, ejus nomine nammos ex crario prius ablatos 
zrario prcftabat (Annal. Modern p. 78.). Elreacin^(in bis cloudy verfion^ 
p 39 ) Teems to report the fame job- Wben tbc Arabs befieged the pa> 
lace of Othman« it flood high in their catalogue of grievances. 

(14$) EfirirpaTiiwAy ZapeMnf 01 m* A^xnif^ xat ru/uCaXo>Tfc r» Ttjpa>to* 
r^yofw TtfTor rftvua-i tuu rtfc ovf avrot HTgt>ua-i tuLi cu^n^'f^^i 4^ptf; /uiT« 
Titiy A<f>fwv itvifpt^v- Theophan. Chronograph, p* 9185. edit. Parts, 
His chronology is loofe and iaaccaiate. 

houfe 
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houfe of Onhmiyah : and th^ caliph Moawiyali 
vas invited by the cries of the Africans them- 
fclvcs. The fucceffors of Heraclius had been 
informed of the tribute wljich they had beeii 
eompelied to ftipulate with the Arabs ; but in- 
ftcad of being move^i tp pity and relieve their 
diftrefs, they impoftdj a^ an equivalent or a 
fine, a fecood tribute of ^ fimilar amount. The 
cars of the Byisanrine n^inifters were ihut againft 
the complaints of their poverty and ruin ; their 
defpair was reduced to prefer the dominion of a 
fingle. noailer ; and the extortions of the patri. 
arch of Carthage, whp was invcfted with civil 
and military power, provoked the fedaries, and 
even the Catholics, of the Roman province to 
abjure the religion as well as the authority of 
thrir tyraftts. The firft lieutenant of Moawiyah 
acquired a juft renown, fubdued an important 
city, defeated an army of thirty thoufand Greeks, 
f«Kept away fourfcore thoufand captives, and 
enriched with their fpoils the bold adventurers 
of Syria and Egypt (146). But the title of 
conqueror, of Africa is more juft ly due to hir 
fucceffor Akbah* He marched from Damafcus 
at the head often thoufand of the braveft Arabs ; 
and the genuine force of the Moflems was en- 
larged by the doubtful aid and converfion of 
many thoufand Barbarians. It would be diffi- 
cult, nor is it neceflary, to trace the accurate 
line of the progrefs of Akbah. The interior 
regions have been peopled by the Orientals 
with fiditious armies and imaginary citadels. In 
the warlike province of Zab or Numidia, four- 
fcore thousand of the natives might aiOfemble in 

( 146) Theophaties, (in Chrofipgrtph. p »P3.) inferts the vague ramour* 
that might reai:h Conftantineple, of theweftern conquel>s oFthe Arabs; 
and I le^n from Paul Waroetiid, deacoa of Aquileia (de GeAis Lango- 
bard. 1. V. c. 13.), that at this time thcji fern a £eet from Alexandria 
iQio the Sjciliao tQ^i African feaa. 

arms; 
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arms ; but the number of three hundred and 
fixty towns is incompatible with the ignorance or 
decay of hulbandry (147); and a circumference 
of three leagues will not be juftified by the ruins 
of Erbe or Lambefa, the ancient metropolis of 
that inland country. As we approach the fea- 
coaft, the well-known cities of Bugia (148) and 
Tangier (149) defkie the more certain limits of 
the Saracen viftories. A remnant of trade ftill 
adheres to the commodious harbour of Bugia, 
which in a more profperous age, is faid to have 
contained about twenty thoufand houfes ; and 
the plenty of iron which is dug from the ad- 
jacent mountains might have fupplied a braver 
people with the inftruments of defence. The 
remote pofition and venerable antiquity of Tingi, 
or Tangier, have been decorated by the Greek 
and Arabian fables ; but the figurative exprefli- 
ons of the latter, that the walls were conftrufted 
of brafs, and that tht roofs were covered with 
gold and filver, may be iaterpreted as the em. 
blems of ftrength and opulence. The province 
of Mauritania Tingitana (150), which afTumed 
the name of the capital, had been imperfe6tly 
difcovered and fettled by the Romans ; the five 
colonies were confined to a narrow pale, and 
the more fouthern parts were feldom explored 

(147) See Novtirt (apud Otter, p. il8.), Leo Africanus (fol. 8i. 
verj'0 Jy who reckon » only cinque citU e infinite cafale, Marmot (De- 
fcriptionde TAfrique, torn. iii. p. 33 ), and Shaw (Travels, p. -57. 65— f 
68.). 

(148) Leo African, fol. 58. verfo, §9. re£to. Marmol, torn ii. p. 41^, 
Sfcaw, p. 43. 

(149) Leo African, fol. §a. M^rmol., torn. ii. p.^^%^ 

(ko) Regio ignobilis, et viz qnicquam illuflre fortita, parvis oppldii 
kabitatur, parva flamina emitttt, folo quam viris meiior et fegojtie geo 
lis obfcura. Pcmpoiuus Mela, i. §. iii. 10. Meia deferves the more 
credit, fince bis own Phoenician ancedors had migrated from Tingitana 
to Spain (fee, in ii. 6< a paflTage of that geographer fo cruelly tortured by 
Salmafius, Ifaac Voflius, ami the mofl virulent of Qritics, James Grono- 
vius). He lived at the time of the final reduiStion of mat country by the 
emperor Claudius: yet almofl thirty years afterwards, Pliny (Hift. Nat. 
▼. I.) complains of his anthbra, too laay to enquire, too proud to confefa 
their ignotance of that wild and remote province. 

except 
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except by the agents of luxury, who fearched 
the forefts for ivory and the citron wood (151), 
and the Ihores of the ocean for the purple Ihell- 
iifli. The fearlefs Akbah plunged into the heart 
of the country, traverfed the wildernefs in which 
his fucceffors erefted the fplendid capitals of 
Fez and Morocco ( I C2), and at length pene- 
trated to the verge of the Atlantic and the great 
defert. The river Sus defcends from the 
weftern fides of mount Atlas, fertilifes, like the 
Nile, the adjacent foil, and fells into the fea ait 
a moderate diftance from the Canary, or Fortu- 
nate, iflands. Its banks were inhabited by the 
laft of the Moors, a race of favages, without 
laws, or difcipline, or religion : they were afto- 
nilhed by theftrangc and irrefiftible terrors of the 
Oriental arms ; and as they poffefled neither gold 
nor filvcr, the richeft fpoil was the beauty of the 
female captives, fome of whom were afterwards 
fold for a thoufand pieces of gold. The career, 
though not the zeal, of Akbah was checked by 
the profpeft of a boundlefs ocean. He fpurred 
hh horfe into the waves, and raifing his eyes to 
heaven, exclaimed with the tone of a fanatic: 
** Great God! if my courfe were not (topped by 
" this fea, 1 would ftill go on, to the unknown 
** kingdoms of the Weft, preaching the unity of 

( 1 § 1) Ti-e foolifh faihion of this citron wood prevailed at Rome among 
the Hhen, as much as the tafte for pearls among the women A round 
board or table, four or five feet in d'ameter, fold for the price of an 
eOate ' (late-fandii taxatione), eight, ten, or twelve thoufand pound* 
fferling (Plio. Hi(l. Natui. xiii. 29.) I conceive that I mull not con- 
found the tree f/'/r^, with that of the fruit citrum. But I am not bo- 
tanid enough to define the former (it is like the wild cyprefs) by the vul- 
gar or I/innaean name : nor will I decide whether the citrum be the 
orange or the lemon. Salmafius appears to exhaufl the fubicdJ, but he 
*too often involvea himfelf in the web of bis diforikrly erudiuon (Plixiian. 
£xercitat. torn. ii. p. 666, Sec). 

(152) Leo African f.l. 16. verfb. Marmcl, tom. ii. p. 1%. This pro- 
vince, thefirft fcene oT the exploits and great:'efsof the cberifs^ is often 
meniioned in the currou^^ hidcry of that dynafty at the end ef the iii^ voo 
lume of Marmol, Delcription de TAfrique. The iii** vol. ot ihe Re- 
chercbes Kidoiiques fur les Maures (lately publilhed at Paris) illuflrates 
the hiftory and geography of the kingdoms of Fez and Morocco. 

« thy 
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•« thy holy name, and putting to the fword therc- 
** bcllious nations who worftiip any other gods 
" than thee (152)/' Yet this Mahometan Alexan- 
der, who fighed fox new worlds, was unable to pre- 
ferve his recent conquefts. By the univerfal dc- 
feftionofthe Greeks and Africans, he. was re- 
called from the fliorcs of the Atlantic, and the 
furrounding multitudes left him only the refource 
of an honourable death. The laft fcenc was dig. 
nificd by an example of national virtue. An 
ambitious chief, who had difputed the command 
and failed in the attempt, was led about as a pri- 
foncr in the camp of the Arabian general The 
infurgents had trufted to his difcontent and re- 
venge; he difdaincd their offers and revealed 
their dcfigns. In the hour of danger, the grate- 
f ul Akbah unlocked his fetters, and advifcd him 
to retire ; he chofc to die under the banner of 
his rival. Embracing as friends and martyrs, 
they unlheathed their fcymctars, broke their 
fcabbards, and maintained an obftinate combat, 
till they fell by each others fide on the laft of 
their flaughtered countrymen. The third gene- 
ral or governor of Africa, Zuheir, avenged and 
encountered the fate of his predcccffor. He 
vanquilhed the natives in many battles ; he was 
overthrown by a powerful army, which Con- 
ftantinople had fent to the relief of Carthage. 
Pnwdaticii It had been the frequent praflicc of the 
•fc*iro.n, i^oorifti tribes to join the invaders, to (hare the 
670^75. plunder, to profefs the faith, and to revolt to 
their favagc ftate of independence and idolatry, 
on the firft retreat or misfortune of *the Moflems. 
The prudence of Akbah had propofcd to found 
an Arabian cobny in the heart of Africa-, a ci- 

fuO Otter (p. 119.) h« given the ftrongtoneof ftDtticifm to this 
cclamatioji, which Cardonne (p. 37-) ha. foftened to a pious wi(h of 
pnaebing the Koran. Yet they had both the fame text of Novaui be- 
fore their eyes. , . 

tadcl 
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tadcl that might curb the levity of the Barba* 
rians, a place of refuge to fccure, againft the ac- 
cidents of war, the wealth ahd the families df the 
Saracens. With this view, and under the modcft 
title of the ftation of a caravan, he planted this 
colony in the fiftieth year of the Hegira* In its 
prcfent decay, Cairoan (1^4) fti'l holds the fe- 
cond rank in the kingdom of Tunis, from whieh 
h is diftant about fifty miles to the fouth (155) : 
its inland fituatipn, twelve miles weftward of 
the fea, has protefted the city from the. Greek 
and Sicilian fleets. When the wild beads and 
ferpents were extirpated, when the for eft, or ra* 
thcr wildernefs, wai cleared, the veftiges of a 
Komaii town: were difcovered in a fandy plain i 
the vegetable food of Cairoan is brought from afar : 
and the fcarcity of fprings conftrains the inhabi- 
tants to colled in cifterhs and refervbirs a preca- 
rious fupply of rain-water. Thefe obftacles were 
fubdued by the induftry of Akbah ; he traced a , 
circumference of three tboufand and fix hundred 
paces, which he encompaffed with a brick walj ; 
m the fpabe df five ycar^, the governor's palace 
was furrounded with a fuffident tiumber of prli 
vate habitations ; a fpacious molch was fupport-^ 
ed by five huhdrcd coluirins of granite, porphyry, 
and Numidian marble ; and Calrban betahit th<f 
feat of learning as well as of empire. But thefe 
were the glories of a later ige -, the new colony 
was fliaketi by the fuceeffive defeats of Akbah 
and Zuheiir, and the weftern expedition^ were 

( I $4) The foufldation of Cairoto is mentioned by Ockley ( Hift. of the 
Saracen V vol. ii. p^ 119, i^o.)*, and the iitottion, mofcb, Sec. of the 
citjy art defcribed by Leo Africanvc (fol. 7^.)* Marmol (tont. ii. p« 
531.), andSbaw(p» 115). 

i*sO A portentoD9« tbovgh frequent miftake, .has been the coofonnd* 
ing, from a flight (imilicude of name, the Cjrent of the Greeks, and the 
€air§au of the Arabs, two cities which, are feparated by ao interval of a 
thoufanH miles along the fea-coaft. The -great Thuanus has not efcaped 
this fault, the lefs excufable as it is cooaoAed with a formal and elaborate 
defcription of Africa (Hilloriar. I. vii. c. %» in torn. i. p. 440, edit. Buckr 

1 ' again 
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again interrupted by the civil difcord of the Ara- 
bian monarchy. The fpn of the valiant Zobeir 
maintained a war of twelve years, a ficge of fe- 
vcn months againft the houfe of Ommiyah. Ab- 
dallah was faid to unite the fierc^ncfs of the lion 
with.ihe fubtlcty of the. fox; but if he inherited 
the courage, he was devoid of the generofity, of 
his father (156)* 
^ Coaqacft of The return of domeftic peace allowed the 
^"7^ ctrthtge, ^^jjpi^ Abdalmalek to rcfume the conqueft of 
^ 6^^9S. Africa ; the ftandard was delivered to HaiTan 
^^A^^^pu^tZ^^ governor of Egypt, and the revenue of that 
^.^^ ^ ^^^, kingdom, with an army of forty thoufand men, 
was confecrated to the important Service. In the 
vicilfitudcs of war, th^ interior provinces had 
been alternately won and loft by the Saracens. 
But the fca-€Oaft fiill remained in the hands of 
the Greeks; the predeceffors of HaiTan had rc^ 
fpcded the name and fortifications of Carthage ; 
and the number of its defenders was recruited by 
the fugitives of Gabeg and Tripoli. The arms of 
Haflan were bolder and more fortunate; he re- 
duced and pillaged the metropolis pf ^frica ; and 
the rnention o/^Tcaiing-ladders may juftify the 
fufpicion that he anticipated, by a fudden aflaulr, 
fhe.mor^tedioiis .operations of a regular liege. 
Biit thejoy of thi^ conquerors was fooadifturbed 
by the appearance 9f, the Ghriftiaii fqccours, 
Thp pra?feft and patriGian John, a general of ex- 
perience and renown, embarked at Conftantino- 
pic tiip forces of the Eaftcrn empire (157); they 

were 

(156) Befides the Arabic chronicles of Abalfeds, Elmacm, *nd AbuT- 
pharagint, under the ixxiu^ year of the Regira, we may coofnit d^Her- 
belut (Bibliot. Orient, p. 'J')m6 Ockley (Hi(t. of the Saracens, vol. it. p. 
339—349.). The latter has giif^ the laft and pathetic di«logae between 
Abdallah and his mother -; but htf has forgot a pbyfical effedt of her grief 
for his death, the retiirA, at the age of ninety, and fatal confeqneoces, 
of her menfcs, 

(1 57) AcoVTioc .... eLwenrti, t« Frnfjunxa i£«vXt(rf tfXM/jut^ ^fomyi ri 
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ixrere joined by the (hips and foldiers of Sicily^ 
and a powerful reinforcement of Goths (158 J 
xt^as obtained from the fear$ and religion of the 
Spanifh monarch. The weight of the confede- 
rate navy broke the chain that guarded the en- 
trance of the harbour J the Arabs retired to Cai- 
roan, or Tripoli; the Chriltians landed; the 
citizens hailed the enfign of the crofs, and the 
"winter was idly wafted in the dream of vidory or 
deliverance. ButAfrica was irrecoverably loft; 
the zeal and refentment of the commander of the 
faithful (159) prepared in the enfuing fpring a 
more numerous armament by fea and land ; and 
the patrician in his turn was compelled to eva- 
cuate the poft and fortifications of Carthage. A 
fecond battfe was fought in' the neighbour* 
hood of Utica: the Greeks and Goths were 
again defeated ^ and their timely embarkation 
faved them from the fword of Haifan, who 
had inyefted the flight and infufficient ram- . 
part of their camp. Whatever yet remained 
of Carthage, 'was delivered "to the flames, and 
the colony of Dido (160) i^nd Caefat; lay de- 

folate 

na^nhvauann^rm iapuamm f^sin/c*^v«, <Nicephori ConfttotinopolUiuii 
Breviar. p. 18. The patriarch of Cooftantioople, with Theoptaanea 
(ChroiMigrtph<> p. ^.)rhzv!e ilightly: meatroned this hift attempt, for: the 
relief of Africa. Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. p. 129. 141.) has nicely al* 
certaified rhe cfcro'imlugy by a ttr'iA (^ompaTifon of the Arabic aod By- 
santine hiftoHaas, who xsfitn difagree both in tione aad fa£l. See Hker 
wife • note df otter (p. i-ii). 

(i 58) Dovt ^^erano. ridotti i nobili Roman! e i Gotti ; and afterwtrds, 
i Romaui fuggironoy e i Ggfti iafciarono Cartagine (Leo African. foL .71, 
re£to). i know not' fr^im what Arabic wHier the African derived hta 
Goths, hot the faa» though new, is fo interefting and fo probable, that 
1 will acce{)t it on tbe.flighteft authority. . ■ 

(1^9) This comnaander is flyled by Nicepholrtts Bao-iXstic ZttpMunwv, a 
yague though not improper de6nition of the caliph. Theophalies intro- 
duces the (\ra4ige 'appeilatioa of nperotfii^/SoXoc, which his interpreter 
Goar explains by yi»ir Axiem. They may approach the troth^ in affigning 
the a£tive part 10 the miniiler^ rather than the prince ; but they forgiet 
that the Ommiadeshad only zkateb^. orfecretary, and that the office qf 
"^izir was riot revived or inftitated till the 1-^%^ year of the Hegira (d*Her- 
belot, p. 9ii.) - 

(160) According to Soiinus (1. 17. p. 3^. edit Salmaf.), the Carthage 
of Dido ftoud either 677 or 737 years; a fariout reading, which proceeds 

from 
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folate above two hundred years, till a part, per- 
haps a twentieth, of the old circumference was 
repeopled by the firft of the Fatimite caliphs. 
In the beginning of the fixteenth century, thtf 
fccond capital of the Weft was reprefented by 
a mofch, a college without ftudents, twenty-five 
dr thirty fhops, and the huts of five hundred 
peafants, who, in their abjeft poverty, difplayed 
the arrogance of the Punjc fenators. Even that 
paltry village was fwept away by the Spaniards 
whom Charles the Fifth had ftationed in the 
fortrefs of the Goletta. The ruins of Carthage 
have perilhed; and the place might be unknown 
if fbiiie broken arches of an aqueduft' did not 
guide the footfteps of. the inquifitive traveller 
(i6i). 

The Greeks Were expelled, but the Arabians 
were not yet mafters of the country. In the 
interior provinces the Moors or Berbers (162), 
fo feeble under the firft Caefars, fo formidable to 
the Byzantine princes, maintained a diforderly 

ffoiti the difFei^nceof'MSS dr editions (Salmtf. ^liaito. Exercic. torn. i. 
p. ft«6,), The former of thefe accounts, which gives 843 years before 
Chrtft, is more confifteni with the well- weighed teftimony of Velleias 
Paterculas : bat the latter if preferred by our chronologifts (Marlham, 
CttiOQ. Chron; p. 39ft.)t as more agreeable to the Hebrew and Tyriaa 
annals. 

. (ii5f) Leo African.' foL - 7 if Ferfej 7a, redo. .Mannol, torn. ii. p. 
44§"-447* Shaw, p. 80.. 

(16a) Thehiftory of the word' Bmrhar may be citfled under four pe* 
riods. i> In the time of Homer» inrhen the Greeks and Afiattcs might 
probably ufe a common idiom, the imitative fonud of Bar-bar was ap- 
plied to the. ruder tribes, whofe prohanciition was mod harfh, whofe 
grammar was moft defective. Kopic Bap/3<tpef«vM (Iliad ii. 867. with 
the Osford fcholiaft, Clarke's -Annotation, and Henry Stephen** Greek 
Th^faoros^ torn. i. p. 7fto.). x. Prom the time, at lead, of Hcradotus, 
it was -extended to all, the nations* who were (grangers to the laogaiage 
and manners of the Greeks, 3. In the age of Plautas, the Romans 
fabmitted to the infalt (Pompeins Peftns, 1. ii. p. 48. edit, Dacier), 
and freely gave themfelvcs the name of Barbarians. They infenfibly 
daimed an exemption for Italy, and her fubje^t provinces; and at length 
removed the difgracefol appellation to the favftge or holitle nations be* 
yond the pale of the empire. 4< In every feofe it was due to the 
Moors; the familiar word, was 'borrowed from ihr Latin provincials by 
the Arabian conquerors, and has juftly fettled as a local denorotnatioa 
(darbary) along the northern coaft of Africa. 

refift- 
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refiftatice to the religion and power of the fuc- 
ceffors of Mahomet, Under the ftandard of their 
queen Cahina the independent tribes acquired 
fome degree of union and difcipline ; and as 
the Moors refpefted in their females the charac- 
ter of a prophetefs, they attacked the invaders 
with an enthufiafm fimilar to their own. The 
veteran bands of Hafian were inadequate to the 
defence of Africa : the conquefts of an age . 
were loft in a fmgle day ; and the Arabian chief, 
overwhelmed by the torrent, retired to the con* 
fines of Egypt, and expefted, five years, the 
promifed fuccours of the caliph. After the re- 
treat of the^'Saracens, the vidorious prophetefs 
aflfembled the Moorifh chiefs, and recommend- 
ed a meafure of ftrange and favage policy. 
^* Our cities,** faid flie, " and the gold and 
** filver which they contain, perpetually attrad 
'' the arms of the Arabs. Thefe vile metals are 
*' not the objefts of our ambition ; we content 
** ourfelves with the fimple produftions of„ the 
** earth. Let us deftroy thefe cities ; let ua bury 
'* in their ruins thofe pernicious treafuresirand 
'* when the avarice of our foes fliall be deftitute 
'* of temptation, perhaps they will ceafe to dif- 
** turb the tranquillity of a warlike people/* 
The propofal was accepted with unanimous ap- 
plaufe. From Tangier to Tripoli the build- 
ings, or at leaft the fortifications, were demo- 
liflied, the fruit-trees were cut down, the means 
of fubfiftence were extirpated, a fertile and po- 
pulous garden was changed into a defert, and 
the hiftorians of a more recent period could dif- 
cern the frequent traces of the profperity and 
devaftation of their anqeftors. Such is the tale, 
of the modern Arabians, Yet I ftrongly fufpeS 
that their ignorance of antiquity, the love of 
the marvellous, and the fafluon of extolling the 
philofophy of Barbarians, has induced them to 
Vol. IX. D d defcribe. 
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dcfcribd, as one voluntary a&, the calamities of 
three hundred years (ince the firft fury of the 
Donatifts and Vandals* In the progrefs of tiie 
revolt Cahina had mod probably contributed 
her {hare of deftruftion ; and the alarm of uni« 
verfal ruin might lerrify and alienate the cities 
that had reludantly yielded to her unworthy 
yoke. They no longer hoped, perhaps they no 
longer wiflied, the return of their Byzantine 
fovereigns : their prefent fervitude was not alle- 
viated by the benefits of order and juftice ; and 
the rriofl zealous Catholic muft prefer the imper- 
h& truths of the Koran to the blind and rude 
idolatry of the Moors. The general of the Sa- 
racens was again received as the faviour of the 
province: the friends of civil fociety confpired 
againft fhe favages of the land ; and the royal 
prophetefs was ilain in the firft battle which 
overturned the bafelefs fabric of her fupetftition 
and empire. The fame fpirit revived under the 
fucceffor of Haflfan : it was finally quelled by 
the isiSbivity of Mufa and Us two fons ; but the 
luun^er of the rebels ipa^ be prefumed from 
that' of three hundred thoulfand captives; fixty 
thoufand of whom, the caliph's fifth, were fold 
for the profit of the public trcafury. Thirty 
thoufand of the Barbarian youth were enlifled 
iathe troops; and the pious labours of Mufa, 
to inculcate the knowledge and praAice of the 
Koran, accuftomed the Africans to obey the 
appfUe of God and the commander of the faith- 
Adoption offuL In their climate and government, their diet 
and habitation, the wandering Moors refembled 
the .^eiioweens of the defert. With the religi- 
on, they w^re proud to adopt the language, 
name, and origin, of Arabs: the blood of the 
flrangers and natives was infeniibly mingled; 
and j^om the Euphrates to the Atlantic the fame 
nation niight feem to be diffufed over the fandy 
— ' - - plains 
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plains of Afia and Africa* Yet I will not 
deny that fifty thoufand tents of pure Arabians 
might be tranfported over the Nile, and fcatter- 
ed through the Libyan defert ; and I am not ig- 
norant that five' of the Moorifh tribes ftill re- 
tain their barbarous idiom, with the appella- 
tion aHdcharader of white Africans (163). 

V. In the progrefs of conqueft from the north srAiv- 
and fouth, the Goths and the Saracens encoun- ^^^^ 
tered each other on the confines of Europe and doCgn* of 
Africa. In the opinion of the latter, the diffe- ^.''a 709. 
rence of religion is a reafonable ground of en- 
mity and warfare ( 1 64). As early as the time of 
Othman (165) their piratical fquadrons had ra- 
vaged the coaft of Andalufia (166); nor had 
they- forgotten the relief of Carthage by the 
Gothic fuccours. In that age, as well as in 
the prefent, the kings of Spain were poflcffed qf 
the fortrefs of Ceuta; one of the columns of 
Hercules, which is divided by a narrow ftreight 
from the oppofite pillar or point of Europe. 
A fmall portion of Mauritania was ftill wanting 
to the Africaa conqueft ; but Mufa, in the pride 
of viftory, was repulfedfrom the walls ofCeu^a, 
by the vigilance and courage of count Julian, 

{16^) The (ird book of Leo Afriatauii, and tlie ohfervations of Dr* 
Sh»w (p. 110. il3' 117. 147» fiec«)» ^'•H throw fomc light on the rovio^ 
tribes of Ba;bary, of Arabiaa or Moorilh defcent. But Shaw had feea 
thefe ravages with diftaot terror ; and Leo, a captive in the Vatican, 
appears to have lofl more of his Arabic, than he could acquire of Greek 
or Roman, learning Many of his grofs mlfiakes might be detedked in 
(he firll period of the Mahometan hiftory. 

{i6d)ln a conference with a prince of the Greeks, Amroa obferved 
that their reHgion was diflferent; upon which fcore it was lawful for 
brothers to quarrel. Ockley*& Hiftcry of the Saracens, vol. i. p. 3x8. 

(165) A^irlfcda, Annal. Modem, p. 78. verf. Reiike 

(166) The narre of Andalufia is applied by the Arabs not only to the 
modern province, but to the whole peniafnla of Spain (Geograph. Nub* 
p. igt. d*Herbelot> Bibliot. Orient, p. 114, 115.)* The etymology has 
been mod improbably deduced from Vandal ufia, country of the Vandals 
(d'Anvtlle Etatsderenrope, p. 14^, 147, &c.}. Hot the HaodalnHa of 
Cafirl» which fignides in Arabic the region of the evening, of the Wef!, 
in a word, the Heijperia of the Greeks* is perfeAiy *ppofite (Bibliot. 
Arabico-Hifpcna, torn. fi. p. 327, &c.). 

D d fi the 
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the general of the Goths. From his difappoint' 
ment and perplexity, Mufa was relieved by an 
unexpected mefiage of the Chriftian chief, who 
o£Fered his place, his perfon, and his fword, to 
the fuccefTors of Mahomet, and folicited the 
difgraceful honour of introducing their arms in- 
to the heart of Spain (167). If we enquire in- 
to the caufe of his treachery, the Spaniards will 
repeat the popular ftory of his daughter Cava 
(168); of a virgin who was feduced, or raviih- 
ed, by her fovereign J of a father who facrificed 
his religion and country to the third of revenge. 
The paffions of princes have often been licenti- 
ous and deftruftive ; but this well-known tale, 
romantic in itfelf, is indiflFerently fupported by 
external evidence ; and the hiftory of Spain will 
fuggeft fome motives of intereft and policy more 
congenial to the breait of a veteran ftatefman 
Stale of the (169). After the dcccafe or depofition of Wi- 

wrdiy."*'*' ^^^^' ^^^ ^^^ ^°^^ ^^^^ fupplanted by the ambi- 
tion of Roderic, a noble Goth, whofe father, 
the duke or governor of a province, had fallen 
aviftim to the preceding tyrani\y. The mo- 

(167) The fall tnd refurreaion of the Gothic monarchy Are related hj 
Mariana (torn, i. p. 238 — ^6o I. vi. c. 19 — 16. I. vii. c. i, l.). That 
hiftorian hat inftti'cd into his noble work (Hiftoris de Rebus HifpAoic, 
iibri XXX. Hag« Comitum 1733, io four volumes in felio, with the Coo- 
ttouation of Miniana)> the ftyle and fpirit of a Romao cla0ic; and after 
the xii<^ century, his knowledge and judgment may be fafely tnifted. 
But the JdTuii is not exempt frocn the prejudices of his order; he adopts 
and adorns, like his rival Buchanan, the mod abfurd of the national le- 
gends ; he is too carelefs of criticiftn and chronology, and fuppliet, from 
a lively fancy, (he chafms of hlHoricai evidence. Thefe chafms arc 
large and frequent; Roderic archbi(hop of Toledo, the father of the 
Span.fii hillory, lived five hundred years after the conqueft of the 
Arabs ; and the more early accounts are comprifed in fome meagre lines 
of the blind chronicles of Ifidore of Badajoz (Pacenfis), and of Aipbonfo 
I If. king of Leon, which 1 have feen only in the Annals of Pagi. 

(168) Le viol (fays Voliaire) eft au(?i difficile i faire qu*a prouver. 
DcF Eceques fe leroient-ils ligucs pour une fille? (Hift. Geoerale, c 
xxvi). His argument is not logically conclufive. 

(i6si) In the ftory of Cava, Mariana (I. vi.c. 11. p. 241, 241.) fcems 
to vie with the Lucretia of Livy« Like the ancients, he feld m qiMtes; 
and ihe oldeft teftimoay of Baroniaa(Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 713, ti^. 19.), 
that of Lucas Tudcnfis, aCalician deacon, of the xiii^l* century, only 
f^ys, Cava quam pro concubio^ Qtebatur. 

• ' I * . narchy 
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narchy was ftill elective ; but the fons of Witiza, 
educated on the fteps of the throne, were impa- 
tient of a private ftation. Their refentment was 
the more dangerous, as it was varniflied with the 
diffimulation of courts : their followers were ex- 
cited by the remembrance of favours and the 
promife of a revolution ; and their uncle Oppas, 
archbifliop of Toledo and Seville, was the firft 
perfon in the church, and the fecond in the ftate. 
It is probable that Julian was involved in the 
difgrace of the unfuccefsful faction, that he had 
little to hope and much to fear from the new 
reign ; and that the imprudent king could not 
forget or forgive the injuries which Roderic and 
his family had fuftained. The merit and influ- 
ence of the count rendered him an ufeful or -^ 
formidable fubjeft : his eftates were ample, his 
followers bold and numerous, and it was too 
fatally {hewn that, by his Andalufian and Mau- 
ritanian commands he held in his hancf the keys 
of the Spanifli monarchy. Too feeble, however, 
to meet his fovereign in arms, he fought the aid 
of a foreign power ; and his rafh invafion of the. 
Moors and Arabs produced the calamities of 
eight hundred years. In his epiftles, or in a 
perfonal interview, he revealed the wealth and 
nakednefs of his country ; the weaknefs of an 
unpopular prince ; the degeneracy of an effe* 
minate people. The Goths were no longer the 
victorious Barbarians, who had humbled the 
pride of Rome, defpoiled the queen of nations, 
and penetrated from the Danube to the Atlan* 
tic ocean. Secluded from the world by the Pyr 
renaean mountains, the fucceffors of Alaric hjul 
flumbered in a long peace ; the walls of the cities 
were mouldered into duft: the youth had aban- 
doned the exercife of arms ; and the prefump- 
tion of their ancient renown would expofe them 
in a field of battle to the firft afTault of the 

invaders. 
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invaders* The ambitious Saracen was fired by 

the eafe and importance of the atttempt; but 

the execution was delayed till he had confulted 

the commander of the faithful ; and his meflen^ 

ger returned with the permiffion of Walid to 

annex the unknown kingdoms of the Weft to 

the religion and throne of the caliphs. In his 

refidencc of Tangier, Mufa, with fecrecy and 

caution, continued his correfpondence and 

h^ftened his preparations. But the remorfe of 

the confpirator$ wa$ foothed. by the fallacious 

aflurance that he fhould content himfelf with the 

glory and fpoil, without afpiring to eftablifli the 

Moilems beyond the fea that feparates Africa 

from Europe (170)* 

Thefirft Before Mufa would truft an army of the faith- 

thiTribs! ^^ ^^ *6 traitors and infidels of ^ foreign land^ 

A. D. 710, he made a lefs dangerous trial of their Itrength 

^"*^' ^nd veracity. One hundred Arabs, and four 

hundred Africans, paffed over, in four veflels, 

from Tangier ojr Ceuta ; the place of their de- 

fcent on the oppofite Ihore of the ftreight, is 

marked by the name of Tarif their chief ;^ and 

the date of this memorable event (171) is fixed 

(170) Th« Oriental*, ^Imacio, Abu}pbaragia^ Abafre<Uf ptfs ov«r, 
tli« .conqveft of Spaia in ^leaee, or with t fingtt wor<t. Tile text of 
Novairi, and the other Arahi«> writcm, m reprefeitUcI, t^otieh wiihfotne 
foreign alloy, by M. de Cardonne (Hift. de rAfrique'.et dc l%^agoe fbus 
hi Domination de* Arabee, BarU i>6$^ ^ vol; in iintf.tohx. i. p. $$-— 
'ti4), and move conciieJy by M. dcGvignea (Hi(l. d('8 Hiuis, (om. h p. 
347—350.). the librarian of the Efcurial ha« nof taiisfied my hopes; 
)QBt be a^ypears to have fearched wlib diligence hts bi'akeo nMiftttivtU ; mid 
the biAory of the ^onqoeft i« illoAratett h) tbtae raljatbic fr^menii of 
ttt gcuu/He Kith (who wrote at Cordoba,. A. H. 3<:^o}, of Ben HazH, 
4fc. SfeBtWiot. AttWCQ-Hiipana, tom- ij. p. 3?, itjj, tp6. i5*. ^5«- 
3 IPTSB^' Oi> this occaiion, the indu^r)^ of Pa{i baa been aided by the 
Arabic I'exmiogof' hi^ friend the Abbe de' Longneritev and to their jotnt 
labours I asn deeply indr^itd. 

(171) A miHake <>f Roderlcof Toledo, in conwaring theldnar year^ 
of the Hegir* wi^hr the Julian j-ears of the^ Jtr^^ m dntn t iine d B«roin>-« 
ti9, Mariinav tod the crowd qf Span'tHi hlAotrims. to p4ice »he firft inva* 
fionin the year '713, and the battle of Xcres (a November -7 14. ThU 
ifl^chrenifim pf three yeark, (aa beed doteclcd by the rrioM c6nt€k m^ 
4iiAry of moderto chrooolo^iAv abovie »H»-oV Ft^ fcCrjiSc^, tow. m. p* 
169. i-ji-^i^A-)* Who*Eave rertoced the geauine date of ide revolution. 
At the prelent t4«]ie^; aa AaftbiM fohofer Mm Cardonat^ whoadopte th* 
aacient erxoij (torn. i. p. 75.), is inexcufably ignorant or carelefa. 

■' '^ ■- * '• ■ . •••■,. . --■ • to 
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to the month of Ramadan, of th« iiinety-firft 
year of the Hegira, to the month of July, fi^veii 
hundred and forty-eight years from the bpahifh 
sera of Caefar (172), feven hundred and ten 
after the birth of Chrift. From their firft Am- 
on, they marched eighteen miles through a{i 
hilly country to the caille and town pf Julian 
(*73)> ^^ which (it is ftill called iUgezire) 
they beftowed the name of the Gre^n iilaitd, 
from a verdant cape that adyances into the f^t. 
Their hofpitable entertainment, the Chfiftian^s 
\(rho joined their ftandard, their inro^ in^ a 
fertile and unguarded province, th« richnefs of 
their fpoil, and the fafety of their return, an- 
nounced to their brethren the mofl favourable 
omens of victory. In the enfuing fpring, five 
thoufand veterans and voloiiteers were embark- 
ed under the command of Tarik, a dauntlefs and 
ikilful foldier, who furpaifed the expiedation of 
his c^ief ]^ and the neceffary tranfports were 
provided by the induftry pf their too faithful 
ally* The Saracens landed (174) at the pillar tm^ re 
or point of Europe; the corrupt an^ faiAilidr^^J^^^' 
appellation of Gibraltar (GeM al TatikJ de-A.p. 711. 
fcribes the mountain of l>rik; and. the in-'^P"*' 
trenchments of his camp weire thie .firft outline 
of thofe fortifications, which, in the ^ands of 
our countrymen, have refitted the art and power 
of the houfe pf Bourbon, The adjacent go- 

(172) The iSraof Cafcfar, which in Spaifi wm in lega't and pQ{»u!<rr 
ufe til) the xii/»h centttfy, begmti (hlit^-Wght ycsiri befor^ rt>e tJtfth o/ 
Chri^. I would reftfr the cfrigia to* the ge^er^ pejice byf*« tod bnd, 
which confirmed the power aod fartitiom of the Triamvirs (Dion Caiii- 
us, I. xlviif'. p. $47. 5S3. kpphn <W Bril. CW^ .\. v. pf. ici34. edit. fol.). 
Spain was a province of Ccfer Odatita \ and Tarragona, which raifed 
the fir(t lemple \o Augo(lu'« (Tacit. AnnaK t. 78.), might borrow from 
the Orien(a48 tbi» mode of tilery. 

(173) The road, thecoaotry, the old caftle of count ^uHati, and the 
{uperHitious bf^Vxti of the Spaniards of hidden treafare^ &c. are de* 
fcribed by I*cie Labat t Voyage* eu Efpa'jjriie et en Italie, i<mi. i. p. 297— 
417.]! with hit ^fn$^ pleaftrntry. 

(174) T^ie ^^ubian geographer (p. 154.) exptains the topography of the 
war i bat it is Mghljr cBCfcTdibltS ttktt (he ricutenab! o^ Mufa fliouid exe- 
cute the defperite and ufelefs metfure of buraiag hia Itfipi 

vernors 
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▼ernors informed the court of Toledo of the de- 
fcent and progrefs of the Arabs ; and the defeat 
of his lieutenant Edeco, who had been com- 
manded to feize and bind the prefumptuous 
ftrangers, admonifhed Roderic of the magnitude 
of the danger. At the royal fummons, the. 
dukes and counts, the bifliops and nobles of the 
Gothic monarchy, aifembled at the head of their 
followers ; and the title of king of the Romans, 
which is employed by an Arabic hiftorian, may 
be excufed by the clofe affinity of language, 
religion, and manners, between the nations of 
Spain. His army confided of ninety or an hun- 
dred thoufand men ; a formidable power, if their 
fidelity and difcipline had been adequate to their 
numbers. The troops of Tarikhad been augment- 
ed to twelve thoufand Saracens; but the Chriftian 
malecontents were attrafted by the influence of 
Julian, and a crowd of Africans moft greedily 
tafted the tcimporal bleffings of the Koran. In the 
neighbourhood of Cadiz, the town of Xeres (175) 
and viAorf^has bccu illuftratcd by the encounter which deter- 
Ifj '^^ mined the fate of the kingdom ; the ftream of 
the Guadalete, which falls into the bay, divided 
the two camps, and marked the advancing and 
retreating fkirmiihes of three fucceflive and 
bloody days. On the fourth day, the two ar- 
mies joined a more ferious and decifive iffue ; 
but Alaric would have bluihed at the fight of 
his unworthy fucceiTor, fuftaining on his head a 
diadem of pearls, incumbered with a flowing 
robe of gold and filken embroidery, and re- 
clining on a litter or car of ivory drawn by two 
white mules. Notwithfl:anding the valour of the 
Saracens, they fainted under the weight ofmul- 

(175) Xere« fthc Roman colony of Afta Repa) it only two leagues 
from Cadiz. ' In the xvi«*> century it was a granary of corn 9 and the wine 
of XereK is familiar to the nations of £urope (Lud» Nonii Hifpania, c* 13. 
P* 54 — S^- < work of coned and concife knowledge; d^Anville, Etata 
de I'Europc, fifc p. 1540' . 

titudes, 
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titudies, and the plain of Xeres was overfpread 

with fixteen thoufand of their dead bodies. 

*' My brethren," faid Tarik to his furviving 

companions, *' the enemy is before you, the fea 

** is behind; whither would ye fly? Follow 

•* your general : I am refolved either to lofe my 

** life, or to trample on the proftrate Jiing of 

** the Romans." Befides the refource of de- 

fpair, he confided in the fecret correfpondence 

and nofturnal interviews of count Julian, with 

the fons and the brother of Witiza, The two 

princes and the archbifhop of Toledo, occupied 

the mod important poft : their well-timed de- 

feftion broke the ranks of the Chriftians ; each 

warrior was prompted by fear or fufpicion to 

confult his perfonal fafety ; and the remains of 

the Gothic army were fcattered or deftroyed in 

the flight and purfuit of the three following days. 

Amidtt the general diforder, Roderic ftarted 

from his car, and mounted Orelia, the fleeted: 

of his horfes ; but he efcaped from a foldier's 

death to perifli more ignobly in the waters of 

the Boetis or Guadalquivir. His diadem, his 

robes, and his courfer, were found on the bank ; 

but ^s the body of the Gothic prince was loft 

in the waves, the pride and ignorance of the 

caliph muft have been gratified with fome meaner 

head, which was expofed in triumph before the 

palace of Damafcus. " And fuch,'* continues 

a valiant hiftorian of the Arabs, ** is the fate of 

*^ thofe kings who withdraw themfelves from a 

« field of battle (176).'' 

(176) Id fAQ€ infortunii regiboR pedem ex tcie referentibos ftepe con- 
tingit. Ben Hmi) oi Grenada, in Ribliot. Arabico-Hifptoa, um. ii. p« . 
327. Some credulous Spaoiftrds believ« that king Roderic, or Rodrigo, 
cfctfcdto an hermifs cell; and others, that he was caft alive into m 
tub full or lierptnis, from whence he exclaimed, with a lanaehtable voice, 
*^ahey devovr the part with which^ 1 have h grtcvouil/ iinoed** (Don 
Quiioie, pait. ii. 1, iii. c.i.). 

Count 
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RBmofthe Count Joliaii had plunged fo deq> into guilt 
Irrfty,"^ and infamy^ that his only hope was in the ruin 
A. D. 711. of hit country. After the battk of Xeres he re- 
commended the mod effectual meafures to the 
vi&orious Saracen. " The king of the Goths is 
^^ flain ; their princes have fied before you, the 
*^ army is routed, the nation is alloniihed Se- 
^'^ cure with fufficient detachments the cities of 
** Boetica ; but in perfon, and without delay, 
•* march to the royal city of Toledo, and allow 
^^ not the diftrafked Chriftians either tim^ or 
*^ tranquillity for the eleftion of a new mo- 
*' narch/* Tarik liftened to his advice. A Ro- 
man captive and profelyte, who had been en- 
franchifed by the caliph himfelf, aifaulted Cor- 
dova with feven hundred horfe i he fwam the 
river, furprifed the town, and drove the Chrif- 
tians into the great church, where they defended 
themfelves above three months. Another de- 
tachment reduced the fea-coall of Bo&tica, which" 
in the laft period of the Moorifh power haf com* 
pnkd in a narrow fpace the popukms kingdom 
. of Grenada. The march of Tarik frpm the 
Boetis to the Tagus (177), was direfted through 
the Sierra Morena, that feparates Andalufia and 
Caiiille, till he appeared in arms under the 
walls of Toledo (178). The moll zealous of 
the Catholics had eicaped with the relics of their 
faints ; and if the gates were ibut, it was only 
till the vidor had fubfcribed a fair and reafon- 
able capitulation* The voluntary exiles were 

(177) The direft rotd from CoF(fabt to Toledo wts meafared by Mr. 
S«Fioburne*8 mules in 71 half hours j but a larger computation mod be 
zd^cd for the Sow ami d««^oi marches of i^o trnsf , The Arabs trivcHed 
thit Iftrovince of La Mancha'» which ttie pe^ of CenDMitea hM% (ravsfomltd - 
ioto claftc ground to the readerft of every MtioB. 

C178) The amiqufties of Toledo, Urh Psrva in tb« pBnk wart» 
Uth Mtgia if» the s¥^ ceoivry, are briefly defiirfbed by Nonius (Hifpanit, 
c«$9^l». iSf— 186.). He borrows from Rodcrid tkie/ttajr^a/^tiumaf 
MoorUb portraits 9 bat.roodeftJy iaiiottatcs, it was i» inore ibao a Ro» 
ama t^^fihithcatrc. 

allowed 
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allowed to depart with their efie£b ; feven 
lurches were appropriated to the Chriflian 
worfhip ; the archbifliop and his clergy were at 
liberty to exerclfe their functions, the monks to 
pradife or negled their penance; and the 
Goths and Romans were left in all civil and 
criminal cafes to the fubordinate jurifdiftion 
of their pwn laws and magiflrates* But if the 
juftice of Tarik prote^ed the Chriftians, his 
gratitude and policy rewarded the Jews, to 
whofe fecret or open aid he was indebted for 
his mod important acquifitions. Perfecuted by 
the kings and fynods of Spain, who had often 
pxefled the alternative of banifliment ox baptifm, 
that outcaft nation embraced the moment of re- 
venge : the comparifon of their paft and prefent 
ftate was the pledge of their fidelity ; and the 
alliance between the difciples of Moies and of 
Mahomet^ was maintained till the final sera of 
their common expulfion. From the royal feat 
<?f Toledo, the Arabian leader fpread his con- 
fluefts to die north, over the modern realms of 
Caftiile and Leon ^ but it is neediefs to enum^*^ 
r^tt th^ cities that yielded on bis approach, or 
again to defcribe the table of emerald (179X 
tranlported froiti the Eatt by the Romans, ac- 
quired, by the Goths among the fpoiis of Rome, 
jnd prefented by the Arabs to the throne of 
JPamafcus; Beypnd the Afturian mountains, 

(172) I" tie HiftorU Arabsm (c- 9> V- i?. m etlccm Elitmei'o)^ K^- 
^«ric 6f Toledo defcrlhes the em^rakd ubUs^ tad ioferts the- name of 
McdlDiit Atmeyda lo AVabfc words tnZ letters. He tppearit to be con- 
verfaotwith the Mahohietan wriiers; but I cannot agree with M. de 
Gaigncs Hift; des Hunsv lom. i. pt, |$o.), that he bn) read and tran- 
fcribed Novairi f bocai»r« he w«a dead a» hvodred years befete fiiov«irl 
compofedhis hjdbry. This roiftake is fomided on * ftill grofler error. 
|4r de Goignei coo^Mmda ibe hiftorian Roderic Ximenes srctsbifliop of 
Toledo ig the xni^^ Cintarjs wkbcawfinat Ximmies who gov^ned Spain 
m <he begMisg a£ tiit xvtt\ mod was the fub^cA^ sot tbc author, of 
hifcarw^l G9f9ft4^io«^ 

• ' the 
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the maritime town of Gijon was the term (i8o) 
of the lieutenant of Mufa, who had performed, 
with the fpeed of a traveller, his viftorious 
march, of feven hundred miles, from the rock 
of Gibraltar to the bay of Bifcay. The failure 
of land compelled him to- retreat ; and he was 
recalled to Toledo, to excufe his prefumption of 
fubduing a kingdom in the abfence of his gene- 
raL Spain, which, in a more favage and dif- 
orderly ftate, had refilled, two hundred years, 
the arms of the Romans, was overrun in a few 
months by thofe of the Saracens; and fuch was 
the eagernefs of fubmiffion and treaty, that the 
governor of Cordova is recorded as the only 
chief who fell, without conditions, a prifoner 
into their hands. The caufe of the Goths had 
been irrevocably judged in the field of Xeres ; 
and, in the national difmay, each part of the 
monarchy declined a conteft with the antagonift 
who had vanquifhed the united ftrength of the 
whole (i8i). That ftrength had been wafted 
by two fucceffive feafons of famine and pefti- 
lence ; and the governors, who were iitipatient 
to furrender, might exaggerate xhe difiiculty of 
collefting the provifiohs of a fiege. To difarm 
the Chriftians, fuperftition likewife contributed 
her terrors : and the fubtle Arab encouraged the 
report of dreams, omens, and prophecies, and 
of the portraits of the deftined conquerors of 
Spain, that were difcovered on breaking open 
an apartment of the royal palace. Yet a fpark 
of the vital flame was ftill alive : fome invrncii-* 

(180) Ttrik mtghthtvc iofcrlbed on the Uft rock, the bo^fl of Reg* 
nftrd «Dd bit companions in their l^piaod journey, ** Hie ttndem itett* 
** mus, nobis abi defuit orbis.** 

( 1 8 1 ) Bach was the argumetit ef the traitor Oppa«, and every chief 
to whom it was addreifed did not anfwer with the fpirit of Pelagins : 
Oroni& Hit'pania dudum fnb qco regimine Gothorum, omnis exercitus 
HiXpanise in nno coogregatos Ifmaelitarum non valait faftiaere impetom. 
Cbron. Alphoniil^egis^ apod Pagi, torn. iii. p. 177. 

We 
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ble fugitives preferred a life of poverty and free- 
dom in the Afturian vallies ; the hardy moun- 
taineers repulfed the flaves of the caliph; and 
the fword of Peiagius has been transformed into 
the fceptre of the Catholic kings (182). 

On the intelligence of this rapid fuccefs, the Conqiieft of 
applaufe of Mufa degenerated into envy ; and hejf'f"^''' 
began, not to complain, but to fear, that Tarik a. d. 
would leave him nothing to fubdue. At the 7"*"-^ '3^ 
head of ten thoufand Arabs and eight thoufand 
Africans, he paiTed over in perfon from Mauri- 
tania to Spain : the firft of his companions 
were the nobleft of the Koreiih ; his eldeft foil 
was left in the command of Africa ; the three 
younger brethren were of an age and fpirit to 
fecond the boldeft enterprifes of their father. 
At his landing in Algezire, he was refpedfully 
entertained by count Julian, who flified his in- 
ward remorfe, and teftified, both in words and 
actions, that the vidory of the Arabs had not 
impaired his attachment to their caufe. Some 
enemies yet remained for the fword of Mufa. 
Thte tardy repentance of the Goths had com- 
pared their own numbers and thofe of the in- 
vaders ; the cities from which the march of 
Tarik had declined, confidered themfelv^s ;as 
impregnable ; and the braveft patriots defended 
the fortifications of Seville and Merida. They 
were fucceflively befieged and reduced by the 
labour of Mufa, who tranfported his camp from 
the Boetis to the Anas, from the Guadalquivir 
to the Guadiana. When he beheld the works 
of Roman magnificence, the bridge, the aque- 
ducts, the triumphal arches, and the theatre, of 
the ancient metropolis of Lufitania, " I fhould 
** imagine,?' faid he to his four companions, 

(181} The revivtl of the Gothic kingdom in the Afturias h diftinaiy 
though coocifely noticed by d*Aovillc (Etats de rEurope, p. 1 59. )• 

" that 
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^^ that the human race muft have UDit«d their 
*^ art and power in the foimdatiott of thto city : 
^^ happy is the man who fliall become kt 
^ mailer 1'^ He afpired to that happindk^ but 
the Emeritans fuftained on this occafion the ho- 
nour of their defcent from the veteran legionaries 
of Auguftus (183). Difdalning the confinement 
of their walls, they gave battle to die Arabs on 
the plain; but an amfoufcade rifing.from the 
fiie{ter'0{ a quarry, or a ruin, chaftifod their 
indifcretion and intercepted their return* The 
wooden turrets of aflault were roiled forwards 
to the foot of the rampart ; but (he defence of 
Merida wa^ obftinate and long y and the eqftle ef 
t^e martyrs was a perpetual teftimonv of the lofles 
of the Moflems. The conftancy or the befieged 
was at length fubdu^d by famine and defpair ; 
and the prudent vi&or difguifed his impatience 
under the names of clemency and cfteem. The 
• alternative of exile or t^bute was allowed ; the 
churches were divided between the two reUgi* 
ofis ; and the wealth of thofe who had fallen in 
the iiege, or retired to G.allicia, was confifcated 
^ the reward of the faithful. In the midway 
between Merida and Toledo, the heutenant o( 
Mufa fainted the vicegerent of the caliph, and 
conducted him to the palace of the Gothic kings. 
1 heir fif ft interview was cold and formal : a 
ri^d account was exa^ed of the treafures of 
Spain : the charader of Tarik was expofed to 
fufpicion and obloquy ; ^md the hero was impri- 
ibned, reviled, and ignominioufly fcourged by 
the hand, or^ihe command, of Mufa. Yet fo 
ftrift was the difcipKne, fo pure the zeal, or 

(183) The booAorable relie^of the Ctaubrian wtr (Dion CtiSvi, I. 
* Hit. p. 710 ) were pluted in this metropolis of Lafitania, perhaps of 

Sp«in (t'nbmittit cni tota faos Hifpania fafces). Nonint (Hifpinia, c. 31. 
p. 10$— no ) eattmeraUft t^aacieot ftrnditrte, bcf cowhides witS m 
figh : Urb» tkjec oKiB n«biliffinia ad niagnato HK^Inmrniofrequctt^iaQi de- 
lapTa cft» tt prxter prifcx daricaiis rainas nihil oftendit. 

fo 
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fo tame the fpbit, of the primitiTe Mofletns^ 
that, after this public indignity, Tarik coyld 
ferve and be truftcd in the redudion of the Tar- 
ragonefe province. A mofch was ere^ed at 
SaragoiTa, by the liberality of the Koreifli : the 
port of Barcelona \ras opened to the veflels of 
Syrb ; a^d the G^th$ were purfucd beyond the 
Fyrenean mountains into thciir Gallic province of 
Septimania or Languedoc (184). In the church 
of St. Mary at Carcaflbne, Muia found, but it 
is improbable that h'e left, feven equeftriaa 
ftatues of maffy fiiver ; and from his term or 
column of Narbonne, he returned on his foot- 
fteps to ih« GaUician and Lufitanian fhores of 
the ocean. During the abfence of the father^ 
his fon Abdebziz chaftifed the infurgents of 
Seville, and reduced, from Malaga to Valentia, 
the fea-co?ift of the Mediterranean : his original 
treaty with the difcreet and valiant llieade-. 
mir (285) will reprefcnt the manners and policy 
of the times. ** The conditions if peace agreed 
** and /warn between Abdelaziz^. the fon rf Mufd^ 
'-* the fon of ^Nafir^ and Tbeodemir^ prince cf tht 
** Goths. In the name of the moft merciful 
** God, Abdelaziz makes peace on thefe c©n- 
" ditions: /A^/ Tfaeodemir (hall not he difturbed 
*> in his principality; nor any injury be offered 
" to the life or property, the wives and children, 

(184) Boih tke interfireters of Novawi, 6t Oufgnes fHift. ^e* ffona;, 
totn. i. p. 349') andCftFdenne (Hid. dserAtVique ec de TEfpftgne, torn.' 
f- P- 93« 94* 1^4) K'S-}- ^^*^ Mufa into tke Nftrbomicife 'Ckid. But! 
find no tnenttoB of tfaw-eitterprifo either in Roderic of Toledo, or iht 
MSS. 6i the Er<roritl, and the invafion of the Saracens is pofipooed .by a 
French chrontcie till the ix<^ year after the conqaeft of Spain, A. D. 
741 (Pagi Crttica, torn. iti. p. 177. 195. Hifloriansef France, lorn. Hi.). 
I tniidi ^ueftion whether Mafa ever paflTed the Pyrenees. 

(185) Four hundred years after Tbeodemir, his territories of Mnrcia 
and Cartbagena retain in the Nubian geographer Edriii (p. 1^4. i6i4 the 
Mme of Tadmir (d^Aoville, Etatsde PEurope, p. 156. Pagi, tem.'iii. 
p. 174.)* In Ihe prefenc decay of Spanifli ftgricolture* Mr. .Swicdkimo 
(Travels into Spain, p.. 119.) furveyed with pleafure the delicious vatlef 
from Murcia to Orikuela, four leagoea and a half of the ftiieft oorti^ 
pulfe, Ittcero, oranges, &c. .» 

« the 
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** the religion and temples, of the Chriftians : 
** that Theodemir fliall freely deliver his feveh 
*' cities, Orihuela, Valentola, Alicant, Mela, 
*' Vacafora, Bigerra (now Bqar), Ora (or 
** Opta), and Lorca : that he (hall not affift or 
** entertain the enemies of the caliph, but (hall 
*' faithfully communicate his knowledge of their 
** hoftile defigns : that himfelr, and each of the 
*^ Gothic nobles, fhall annually pay one piece 
*' of gold, four meafures of wheat, as many of 
** barley, with a certain proportion of honey,. 
** oil, and vinegar ; and that each of their Y2tf- 
*' fals ftiall be taxed at one moiety of the faid 
*' impofition. Given the' fourth of Regeb, in 
^' the year of the Hegira ninety-fottr, and fub- 
•' fcribed with the names of four Mufulman 
" witne{res(i86)." Theodemir and his fubjefts 
were treated with uncommon lenity; but the 
rate of tribute appears to have fluftuated from a 
tenth to a fifth, according to the fubmilCon or 
obftinacy of the Chriftians (187). In this revo- 
lution, many partial calamities were inflicted by 
the carnal or religious paffiotis of the enthufi- 
afts : fome churches were profaned by the new 
worfliip : fome relics or images were confounded 
with idols : the rebels were put to the fword ; 
and one town (an obfcure place between Cor- 
dova and Seville) was razed to its foundations. 

( »86) See the treaty in Arabic and Latin, in the Bibltotbeca Arablco- 
Hifpaoa, torn. ii. p. lo^, io6. It is figned the 4<^ of the nuinthof Regeb, 
A. H. 94 the 9th Qf April, A. D. 713, a date which feems to prolong 
the rcfilUnce of Theodemir and the government of Mafa. 

(187) From the hiftory of Sandoval, p 87. Pleury (Wft. Ecclcf. 
torn. ix. p. x6\.) has given the fubllance of another treaty-concluded 
A. i£.C..78z.- A D. 734, between an Arabian chief, and the Gotht 
and Romans, of the territory of Conimbra in Portugal. The tax of the 
churches is 6xed at twentvfive pound>i of gold; of the monafteries, fifty; 
of the cathedrals, one hundreti : the Chriftians are judged by their count, 
but in capital cafes he ma^ confult the alcaide. The church doors muft 
be (hut, aod they mufl refped the name of Mahomet. I have not the 
original before me ; it would confirm or deftroy a dark fufpicion, that 
the piece hts been brged to intt^ui^e the immunity of a aelghbouriog 
convent. . . 

Yet 
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Yet if we compare the mvafion of Spain by the' 
Goths, or its recovery by the kings of Caftille 
and Arra^H, We muft applaud the moderation 
and diitiplineof the Aralnan conquerors. 

The exploits of Mufa were performed in the Difgrtceof 
evening 9f life,' though he aflPeaed to difguife ^;'2?^,^^ 
his age- fey colouring with a red powder the 
Whitenefs df his; beard. But' in the love of ac- 
tion and glory, his' brcaft Was flail fired with the 
ardour of youth; and ^pdffeflion of Spain 
wai confidfered only as the firfl: ftep to the mo- 
narchy of Europe. With a powerful armament 
by fea and lartd^ he was preparing to repafs the 
Pyrenees, to.extinguifli in Gaul and Italy, the 
declining kihgdoms of the Franks and Lombards, 
and to preach the unity of God on the altar of 
the Vatican. . From thence, .fubduing the Bar- 
barians of (Germany, he propbfed to follow the 
courfe df tJi^ Danube froinitS;fource.tQ the £iux- 
me lea,- to overthrow the Grfeek.'or Roman em^ 
pire of Gonfl:antinople, and returning from Eu- 
rope to Afia, ta unite his new acquifitions with 
Antioch ^lid'Tlie provinces of Syria (i 88). But 
his vaft • enterprife, perhaps! of eafy exjecution, 
liiufl: have f^emed extravagant to vulgar minds ; 
and thie vifii^nary conqueiw was foon reminded 
of his dependence andifcrvitude. The friends 
df Tarik had effeaually fl:ated his fervices and 
wrongSJ'fat the court cf Damafcus, the pro- 
ceedings df Mufa- 'Were blamed, his intentions 
*rere fuijjeded,' and his delay in complying with 
thd firfl invitation was chailifed by an harfher 
and more j)erett^tory fummons* An intrepid 
meflengerof dit caliixi tntered his catop at Lugo 

(f88>3Ch»'d^git, which K $tte(Ud' hj feveral ArabiAo hiftorUot 
(Cardoap^ torn^ f- . p. 95, 96), may be compared With that of Mitbri'* 
dateR, to Tnarch from the Crimflea to Romie 9 or with that oC Csefarj to 
cooqaer the ^«^ 'and retaro borne by the North : aod all three are per-' 
hapt fnrpaned by the reaI$od (oc<xfsfol enterprife of HannibaL 

VouIxV ' E e ' in 



ift Gaificia^ and mA&fnkBit of iheSan^m wd 
Ghriftiams amiUd HkeybrUk ci l|i» l^orfe. Hisv 
ancbijcaim «ar that of hi& troops^ iacukated 
the dutyarobedicnoc; and hn diTgrace ^o^as aJ^ 
Idtikted by the BQctl:.af his ritai> Md the per- 
miflipn of iaveftmg:inalfa..hift two |pyeniBi€at& 
hift nw fi»s^ AhdaHak and Abdeluiz. H» 
king tviunifAi iScom'Getita to Bttmaficaai displayed 
tiM ipoife of Afiae and tbr treajfuireji^ of Spam : 
fuwf huikdrod Gbritic atibltai w^th gold cofontv^ 
aiMk girdlei) vete dtftiagnUbod ia 1h» traiar ^ aad 
the nunlMr of maleaaidi&iiiateca^Vf^i fele&ed 
feif tbeiff binh or bsmty^ wa» ^oilip^ted at crgb- 
t«^ft, M ev<ia ao thtfty^. AcmSuhdr perfgii^ Ac 
£mii a«i he reacbeA TAoziaai in Paloftihef, be was^ 
appnfed of the fick«bifsi and danger i^ ^.caliph, 
by- a }»itat0 meSige, fvcBt< SoUiv^n, his^ brother 
Md p^Anriptitc hsii ; lirhcr wiiihed ro^ ? efisrv^ 
f(ir&s^^i<irn.r«ign^ tfae^KftKleof vii^f>i^ Had 
Widid tt€Mci£±, di^ dehiy^ of M^aw^d have 
h^&tk €f tmiaflf c hepilrfuied hi$) itercb^ and found 
^eAemfMyiHi^ thnmo. in lusr tn»t before a 
piv^al jad^,: agiiitft . a: popniks tetagpifift^ hft 
wtilfl^ c0«A4A0d of '^aBttTraBid fitlfch^od; ^HHd a 
fim^ &B mw }»itiAud fihmifuid pif^%..9S^Id 
^iA<fr iidiacf ftod kir poiGBrtjjr or prov<^; hi«f »aps^ 
dMdib^fsv ' The uiiwofth^ ireatimfpt .<^>lWft^ 
wai^ i^^ifged by se^ fiihilte iltdi^ityrt as^ the 
▼Se^rat^ coflfftiandAit, aftef a |)^iQ/;whippu;igy 
ildidd ia^ y»hcAQ d^ iz£ : the fiffi b&ftire the palace 
^Qffe^, tilt faff (^aih^d ai dstdebtexllei un^v the 

Etodl na!l»e (4 1 pil^ribia^.ta Mi30i«f ; Tha se^ 
;ntmeiiit ^thecadiphrindgbli: faanfe.b^^^iMiaud 

the extirpation of a potent and injured family. 
A feiitelfrce bf^'deatttf ^g-lntirfaflited ^th.fe^rtocy 
andipe^t'O the trysiSif £eiiivatits. ()£.'tF^_dit&ire 
both irt.Mipa ?^d S^a,% a'^K* the^ fotms-i if a« 
the fubftance, of juftice were luperteded Iti this 
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bloody ^Kebiidicm. In the JESofek er palate l£ 
Gmd(fii$^ i^bdelitzIerwailBaiEtiy ifibe intopdif.^ 
the conspirators j they accufed their govei^cir 
ixf ^ekofcinig rffae ^cmoDin ttf p^y«ky^ and his 
{ctaAabiB marr&ige whfa £gHona> liie r^krkLrar 
of ftadfltk^ dSonc^ the rpN^tiWoss Jbbih fof the 
QfariiBkm a*d ^Meftritifi. )fl^ it n^kiomsht df 
tf uekyi, t]^ lic&d of tdic fbn ^r^ tprrfentcd tt> 
fhe fMhar^sriiA an bifalting queOiont Miedsr ite 
aAmoj iv hflgfai :the features, of rfhe ici^belj ^' X 
^' know h» iettum/^ he ts3ckiaMtd.wilchi» 
"dtgnlmofa.^ ^* 1 afiert jiisjumeoenoe^ aAA i.tQu- 
^' (preciDe Dke tfame, .a jtt^t, fate» ai^kift ihfc 
^ euthornsrttf hisiieadii/^ The age and^iisfyair 
bf MiiTa.rai&d jum.iibl^ve ike ;po#er o£ iq^ngs^ 
and he reispiued istt Mecca bf the aaguiflk or a 
i)rdken iieavt. His lival was itnare ittvemably 
treated : -lus fervices ri^ere fergivroa^ and TkcS 
was ^ermStted tA btingie nUich t^e dawA of 
^ves (t>8^). I.ami^a(^jMt!wh3[^their «:oti3it|^ 
Itan vfAs )irdwarded mth !the dettth which .he de- 
ierved ihdecdi^ thdii^ 5ioi:.fiK)m.1)lte. dflf 

^tbe SarliffBai i; :but >fbe lale t)f itheir dngmiittude 
ie the ^^foas ctf Widiza is jd|rpyotodl>y:tlBe mY^k 
imquiiflioiiable eiridcrieeb ^ IcherfiK^b ca^^I^yckUtha 
<iK#e ceinftbtddia ikt jpfahnterfsaf iihoay rof itbdfr 
{father:; bat jon tbisi&cdafe af£faa.''thdoelder; has 
ilta^htetwBts iinq'u{%rde%<albd of iicr porriainv 
i^ itkie ymhsiBtsii of iter ruaetd (8igebalt« ITlis 
.Gothic anaid l^ltoded hci^ taufe imfeit ifae;bali^ 
iHaihefti; rbnd dhiim -tfab^nffiitiition bf iicr^ib- 
;be«itanc]£.; .bcut.ihfi wa^^ girfih ih niaiviage )tb £i 
.hobte Atabian, and their two fons, Ifaac and 

.«f:th« tfiiHl» .deomyt, a. lift of iMAf%r«fid s Boeih #a'tbe espidits 
t«f Tirik. Of thefe •vd^ciiilc )>ric«s, :the fbrflnffr> wit neotnp^^ Jby 
.« ^adfeii of M«r«, %ho >b«a Hcffda^inM »be imlTMfe : of bis -kSn- 

who migbt hfciM oMrMrfed wkklbiiiMiAf ibc vctdriMb .^f ikbCQiiffoefor 

£ e a Ibrahim, 
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Ibrahim, were received in Spain with the confi- 
deration that was due to their origin and 
riches. 
profperitj A province is aflimilated to the vidorious 
Slfthi''"""ftate by the introdudion of ftrangers and the 
Arabi. imitative fpirit of the natives ; and Spain, which 
had been (ucceffively tindured with Punic, and 
Roman, and Gothic blood, imbibed, in a few 
generations, the name and manners of the 
Arabs. - The firft conquerors, and the twenty 
^•fiicceffive lieutenants of the caliphs, were at- 
teaded by a numerous train of civil and military 
foRowers, who preferred a diftant fortune to a 
narrow home: the private and public intereft 
was promoted by the eftablifhment of faithful 
colonies; and the cities x>f Spain were proud to 
commemorate the tribe or country of their 
Eaft^rn progenitors^ > The viftorious though 
motley bands of Tarik and Mu£i afierted, by 
the name of Spaniards^ their original claim of 
conqueft j yet they allowed their brethren of 
Egypt to &are their eftablifhmexkts of Murcia 
andUfbon. The roy^l legion of Damafcus was 
planted at Cordova ; that of Emefa at Seville ; 
that of Kinnifrin or Chalcis at Jaen; that of 
Paleftine at Algezire and Medina Sidonia. The 
natives! of Yemen * and Perfia were fcattered 
roiund Toledo and the inland country ;. and the 
fertile . ibats of Grenada, were beftowied on ten 
thoufand hoifemen of Syria and Irak, the chil- 
dren of the purefl and. mdft noble of the Arabian 
tribes (190). A fpirit of emulation, fometimes 
. - beneficial, 

(190) BibKot. Anib. Uifpti^, ton. ii. p 32. !$«. The former of 
tbefe qootatioat m tiken from n BitgfMpbia Hffpamea4 hj tn Arabian of 
VaUfitia (fee the copioa* EKtraSi of Ctfiri, torn. it. p. 30^-ifti.) % and 
the latter frocn a general Chronology of the Calipht, and of the African 
and Spaoifh Dynaftiet, wich a particular Hiftory of the Kkigdom of Gre- 
nada, of which Cafiri hat gives aknoft an entire veriion (Bibltoe. Arabico- 
Hifpaoa, torn. ii. p* 177*^1190* The AOthor, Ebn Khateb, t native qf 

Grenada^ 
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beneficial, more frequently dangerous, was 
nourifhed by thefe hereditary iaSions. Ten 
years after the conqueft, a map of the province 
was prefented to the, caliph : the feas, the rivers, 
and the harbours, the inhabitants and cities, • 
the climate, the foil, and the mineral produc- 
tions of the earth (ipi)* In the fpace of two 
centuries, the gifts of nature were improved by 
the agriculture (192)9 the manufa&ures, and 
the commerce of an induflrious people } and 
the efects of their diligence have been mag* 
nified by the idlenefs of their fancy. The 
firit of the Ommiades who reigned in Spain fo<- 
licited the fupporc of the Chriilians; and, in 
his edid of peace and protection, he contents 
himfelf with a modeft impoiition often thoufand 
ounces of gold, ten thoufand pounds of filver, 
ten thoufand borfes, as many mules, one thou*- 
fand cuiraffes, with an equal number of hel- 
mets and lances (193). The moft powerful 
of his fucceffors derived from the fame kingdom 
the annual tribute of twelve millions and forty- 
five thoufand dinars or pieces of gold, abgut fi^ 

Grenada, aod t contem)>orai7 of Novalri ind Abolfedt (borp 4> n. 
1313, died A. D. 1 374), was an hiAoriaa, geographer, phyficiao, poet. Sec, 
(lom. ii. p. 71—7* ). 

(191) Cardonae« H^l, de TAfriqae et de l*£rptgi»e, torn. i. )p, ii^, 
117. 

{191) A copious treatlfe of builModry, by an Arabian of Seville, in 
tbe x\\^^ century, is in the Efcurial library, and Ci^firi had fome thoughts 
of tranOatiog it. He gives a lift of the aothors quoted, Arabs, as well 
18 Greeks, Latins, 6rc. i but it is much if the Andalulian ffw thefe 
rangers through tbe nnediuro of bis country maq Columella (CaQr), Bib- 
iiot. Arabico-Hiljpana, torn. i. p. 323—- 338.}. 

(193) Bibiiot. Arabico-Hifpana, torn. ii. p. 104. Cpfiri (ranilates the 
original teftimony of the hiftoritn Rifii, aa it is alleged ip the Arabic 
Biographia Hiipanica, pars ix. But I am mod exc'e«lingly furpriied at 
the addrefs, Piincipibus cctfrifque Cbriftitnis Hifpanis UhCq/ieUM, The 
game of Cafleliae was unknown in tbe viii^h century; the king^ 
dom was not eredled till the year 102%, an hnndred year» after tbe 
time of Rails (Bibiiot. torn. ii. p. ^30 ). and the appelUtion was always 
expreffive, not of a tributary provmce, but of a line of caftUs indepen* 
dent of tbe Mooriih yoke (d*Anville, £tats de TEurope, p. 166 — 170.). 
Had Cafiri been a critic, he would have cleared a difficulty, perhaps of 
his pwn making. 

millions 
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piHionf^ ftcriiag iamk^ (tf940^ 9 fupk vbsd^. 

tbe uMCBd MtdDu^ of the C^Mftiatt^ 
His roy^lf fe^ of Q>rd^iva AMibMd l 
P90li&, nmt; knpndred I^acho, ^m^ n«e> hwoidMii. 
tb0iitfan4 Iiau£Hf )m gave bitei to ei^^ tkio* 
of die firft, tti Ales huildtett 0£ die &c(»d and 
third oydei; ;f aifdA^fefejie bank$ of tli^Guau* 
dbtquiwr wseve adxirft^d \^kb twelve diciufamL 
vUta^ei ^ hpiaAcnt, Tbe Ambs mi^ eica|^- 
geractt tiie trutln, boc ihe)ii creac^d aad dbe]p (fe- 
fcvibe tbe f|K>ft pofpdioud aB» of dM ridies^ tfiie 
culmanijm, and tin^- popukxiihefo of Spaitf (195)* 
Ktiii;<oot ^jj^ ^31^ ^1 fji^ Mdifleios viecict ibnaiififd fa« 
tM pfH»phe«; Im, amc^g fhevanom ^reeepis 
and <9»mpl)^ oj hfe Kfig, th» <fal^^ fdle£bMt 
tbe lifidds o£ ti^mikm/ ffaai; migbt Qf uA eo oKi- 
apM the reittaoo^ ol il)« uDibei^ers* Arabia 
Mrasf tift loinple and patt^iiuony of tb^ God c^ 
lUdhomcf ; bw btt' beheld mib Ufs . jeaLloofy 
ail<laSe^d|ii Ae naftotiis^ of i^e eaith^ Tbo pcv 
lythc^a afld id^lai^^ Ai4M wer^ igttcn-am of his 
jMUney niigbt bit lawfij^Uy. extirpcitail by bl9 vota- 
lies (19^); but a wife policy fupplied the obli- 
gatton df)aftlce-; j^nd a,fte> feme ^cl^ qf ititp- 

f f ^4)' GirdHrtfie, t»m* i. ^. 33^, ^^9. He cotnpuies th< reveitne at 
1 30,000,000 jof French livres. Tbe entire piflure of peace and proiper' 
'\tf relle>re^ the bfoody umformit^t df tie Meronlh tnnalb. 

(19$)* I am h«ppy enough to ^fkk a fpYeficttd tvA interefting work,' 
^hicfa tkvonly befcn diffrtbuted iirprefeDt^by (he eoort qf Mcdrid'r Btb- 
Udthca A^a^c9'Hiflsane EJiuttakirfis^ optrS et fiuiho MicbaeUr C»firi^ 
Syro Moronity, MtftrhL in ftlh^ hnmr prhr^ fj6o. tttius pofit^ivr, 
1770. T^he execution of thr^ wcrk dee? horiow to the Spaitilh- pi-eft > 
tfteMSS-. to the nmtiber bf #dcccli, ar6j«idkimii|yc)«fre(| by theedi- 
^ tor, and bi^ copious extra^tRfow/9)i|^H«:htl on th6 Mahometsa htera- 

tare tnd hMotjQf Spittr, TBef^ relict iie now Stinte^ bat fb^tftft h«» 
been lupinv^r detayed; till, itt tfte ye«f i^fr « fire eoiif'ttmed' the gretteft 
parr of cfte Efcirmlfibrary, rich in thefpoilVof Ortfriada and Morocco. 

(t g^ytbe MrBif, t« tl>e^ jiW ftyl^d, q«? loJerski necjueaftt, are^ if, 
Thofewho, hifiJfrO^^ wortlKp the- fiin, moon, or fiofs. «. Atheifts. 
UtriiTQe, qaamdia prlflcefft iHqnit idtlrr 'BrMuUfifAedttnos fiifh^reft oppug- 
ntt-rdCebent'ciooei; religrbnen) afnple£hiitttit> sec relics Irs ctndcedvpda ef(, 
net pfetiBin dcceptsUdPimt pro obtittenda^ eonfciaiirtf« !ii>ettafe ffletand., 
Dinert;i^p.x. de Jure Miiitari Mohamtnedan. lom. iii. p. v^.jr A rigid' 

lerant 



QE Tfl^ up MAW EMPIRjif 4«| 

Itfraat ifea4 th# Mabametaa coaqoerors of HiA« 
doftaa have fpsu^^d the pagods of tlut devout 
lUid populous ^cMtttry. The dS&iplef of iU>ra« 
hftiUj ef Mofest and of Jeios, were ioiexzmly 
ifivited itp acccspt the ^qx^fmfffS r^veladoa at 
Mdhomet ; 4)ttt if they fiFeferred the payment 
ef a moder^jB tributtei ^ey n^ere ^entkkd (o 
the fr^edodi of coofcience aod religious ivar* 
lhip(i97). In a field of battle, the fcnidt Jiv€i» Proptgition 
pf Ae ptiiana-f vere xWeemed ^ ^ p r^effion ""^^^ 
#f ^/« ; cte l^males. wef e 4did«Qad u> -emhraci^ 
(he religioti of their aafteiB, and :a f'ace of {6ii«* 
cete profelf tes 'was (gradually .miudtiplied 4»y the 
ediicatioBa of the^ infux: fcapuva^ BW tlve ftiU 
Uofts of Africaa andAfiatk-co&^isrtSi, who fMrdr^ 
led i^ native 1>and ^f ihe faithfvd Arabs^ mui^ 
lia¥e been allured^ r^tbieri^H^n conft^aified^ to 
dec^re theit belief » oae -Gefd and ^the ^^ftke 
of God. By tbe vepetitiail <^ a fenteaoe and 
the lo(i cf a fore&iit, the iMiyi^d ^x th^ 41av«^ 
the ca^ive or th^ erimkteiU ^^^^ ^^ ^ momeWI 
the free and e^al Mmpafmia of the vi^r4o\i« 
Mofleme. .Every {m \iraa i^cpiated^ evi^r^ m* 
gagemei^t was dtlTolVed'; tbe vow ef tzelihacy 
l^as fuptrfeded by the induig^tie of Baty#^^ 
the aftive fpirits who flept in the cloifter were 
awafcdncd by the tninipet of the Saira«eiis ; aiid 
in the iconvulfion of the Ivdrlfl, evefy member 
of a new fotiety afcended to thentitntal level r^f 
his capacity and courage* The minds ot the 
multitude ^ere tempted by. die ittvifible ad well 
as temporal bleifiags . of the Arabian prophet % 
and tharfty will hope that many of hh prpfe- 
lytes encertainied a ferious convi^ioa of tke 

^197} Tlw -di^iodioniietwesD .a srofcribed aod « tcJer<te<3 fefV^ between 
the Harhii .%iqA tli« People of the Book, Uie believers to fonse divine re- 
TfUtion, is corrjed^l^ deiiaed to the canverlatioa o^ tKe caliph Al Mamun 
with the idoUfers or S^bsans of Cliarrae. Hottla;er| Hi(l, Orieat. p. 
107, iq8. . . > . 

truth 
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truth and fan£tity of his revelation. In the eyM 
of an inquifitive polytheift, it miift lip{>ear wor- 
thy of the human and the divine nature. More 
pure than the fyftem of Zoroafter^^ more liberal 
than the law of Mofes, the religion of Mahomet 
might feem lefs incohfiftent with reafon, than 
the creed of myftery arid fuperftition, which, in 
the feventh century, difgraced the fimplicity of 
the gofpel.* 
jPtU of tb« In the extenfive provinces of Perfia and Africa, 
f eiSr*'** the national religion has been eradicated by the 
Mahometan faith. The ambigiious theolbgy of 
the Magi flood alone ivtiong the {6Gks of the 
Eaft : but the profane writings of 2oroafter(i98) 
might, under the revei^nd naitfe of Abraham, 
be dexteroufly connefted with the chaiti of di- 
vine revelation. Their evil principle^ the daemon 
Ahriman, might be reprefented as> the rival or as 
the creature of the God of light; The temples 
of Perfia were devoid of images'; but the wor- 
fliip of the fun and of fire might be ftigmatized 
as a grofs and criminal idolatry (199). The 
milder fentiment was eonfecrated by the pradice 
of (20a) Mahomet and the prudence of the 
caliphs ; the Magians or Ghebei^s were ranked 

(i9|B) Tbe Z«od or Pnepd, the bible of the O6eb<r0« is reckoned by 
theml'elvesy or tt lead by the Mahomettns, among the ten books which 
Abraham received from heaven ; and their religion \t honourably ftyled 
the religion of Abraham (d^Herbelot, Bibliot. Ortenti p. Tip\,^ Hy^e, de 
Beligione veter^m Perfaruro* c. iij. p. 27, i8, &c.). I ranch fear that 
vre do not poflfcfH any pnre-and frei defcription of the fyftem of Zoro« 
after. Dr. Prideaux (ConoeAioo, vol. t. p. 300. odkavo) adopts the opi« 
nio'n, that he had been the flave and fcholar of feme Jewlfli prophet in 
. the captivity of Babylon. Perhaps 'the Perfian% -who" have been the 
mafters of the Jewf, would tflert the honour, a poor honour, of being 
/ift«V mafters. * 

(199) Thib Arabian Klghts^ a faithful and amafiog piflure of the Ort? 
ental world, reprefeot in the moft odious colours the Magians, or wor- 
ikippersof fire, to whom they attribute the annual facriGce of a Mafuh 
man. The religion of Zoroafter has not the feift affinity with that of 
the Hindoos, yet they are often confounded by the Mihomeuns ; an<f 
ehefword of Tifnonr was ftitrpened by this roiftake (Hift. deTimour Bee, 
par Cherefeddin All Yczdi, 1. v.). 

(zoo) Vie de Mahomet, par Gagnier, torn. lii. p. 114, 11$. 

with 
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ti^ith the Jews and Chriftitos imong the people 
of the written law (201)7 ^uid as late as dbe 
third centoiy of the Hegira, the city of Hefrat 
will afford aJivety contrail of private zeal and 
public toleration (202). Under the- payment of 
;9in annual tribute^ the Mahometan law fecured* 
to the Ghebers of Herat, their civil and religi- 
ous liberties 3 but the recent and humble mofch 
was overfeadowed by the antique fplendour of 
the adjoining temple of fire. A fanatic Imam 
deplored, Jri his fermons, the fcandalous neigh- 
bourhood; and accufed the weaknefs or indif- 
ference of the faithful. Excited by his voice, 
the peo|^e aflembled in tumult j the two houfes 
of prayer were confumed by the flames, but the 
vacant groimd was immediately occupied by the 
foundations of a new mofch. The injured Magi ap- 
pealed to the fovereign of Chorafan ; hepromifed 
juftice and relief; when, behold ! four ^oufand 
citizens of Herat, of a grave character and ma- 
ture age^ uiianimoufly fwore that the idolatrous 
fane h^nevetexiAed ; tfaeinqiiilition was filenced, 
and their confcience was fatisfied (fays th^ hiftori* 
an Mirchond) (203) with; this holy and merito- 
rious 

(101) Hx tres CfStXy Tad«}, Chriftitni, et qui inter Perfas Magorom 
ioftitutis addi£li funt, x«t i^oxnvy popuii libri A\c\it\t\iT (Reland, Diflertat: 
torn. iii. p. I §.). The caliph Al Maman confirms this honoarable diftinc- 
tion in favour of^e three fefia, with the vague and equivocal -religion of 
|be Sahseans, ooder which the ancient polyiheidsof Charrse were allowed 
to (belter their idolatrous woriHip (Hottinger, Hift. Orient, p. 167, 168 )♦ 

(loi) This fingnlar (lory is relisted by d'Herbelot (Bibiiot.- Oiient. p. 
448, 449.) on thje fajth of Khoodemir, and by Mirchond himfeif (H>ltt 
priornm Regnm Perfarnra^ &c. p. ^ 10. not. p. 88, 89.)- 

(103) Mirchond (Mohamnned Emir Khoondah Shah), a native of 
Her^t, composed in the Perfian language a general hiftory of the £aft« 
from the qreajKiott to the year of the Hegira 87$ (A. D. 1471). In the 
year 904 (A. D. 149S) the hidorian obtained the consmand of a prfnce^ 
library* and his applauded work, in feveo or twelve parts, was abbrevia- 
ted in three vol uoiefi by his Ton Khundemir, A. 1^.917. A. D.i^io. 
The two .writers inoft accurately diftingu (hed by Petit de la Croix (Hi(L 
d« Gengbizcan, p. $37»S38. §44, $45. )t are loofely confonodedbyd'Her- 
belot (p* 3$8. 410. 994, 995.) : but his numerous extracts, under the 
iflDpropemaineoj^ Khondproiri beipog to the father rather tb«n the Ton. 

The 
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riom perjury (ao4>. iBst the pntA past of the 
temples of Perfia were rdtiedl by. the iafienfible 
and general de£Brtioa of dieir votaries. It v» 
infinftbie^ fince it is not aetodqiahied /with utf 
memorial pf time or place, pf fierrfiBCotion or 
refiftance. It was gmetalj fince the whole rcalm^ 
from ShiraztoSamancand, imbibed f he .&ith of 
the Koran ; and the prefenradoii of the tilitive 
tongue reveals the defcent of the Mahometans of 
Ferfia (205). In the mountains and deferts, an 
obftinate race of unbdievers adhered to the fn^ 
perftttion of their feithers ; and a £unt traciBckan 
of the Magian theology is kept alive in the pro« 
vince of Kirman; alon^ tlie banks of the faidus^ 
among the exiles of Surat, ami in the colony 
which, in the laft century, was planted -try Shaw 
Abbas at the gates <^ Ifpahan. Hie chief ponctff 
has retired to mount Elbours, ci^teen leagues 
from the city of Yezd ; the perpetual fire (if tt 
continue to bum) is inaccefOble to the pro^ 
fane; but his refidence is the fchool, the 
oracle, and the pilgrimage, of the Ohcbers^ 
whofe hard and uniform features attcft the hn« 
mingled purity of their blood. Utider tiie junf* 
di^ion of their elders, eighty thoufand families 
maintain an innocent and induftrious life ; their 
fubfiftence is derived from fome curious manu- 

The hfftt rian of Genghixcan refers to t MS. of Mitthoody wWh h« 
received from the bands of his friend d^Herbelot fciitvTetf. A cvrioaa 
fragment (the Taherian and SofBinan Dynaflies) has been lately ptfbliAed 
in Perfic and Latin (Vtennx, 178a, in 4^^, com notis ^loatd. de Jeftifcb} 
and the editor allows as to hope for the contintiattofi tyf MlrC^iood* 

(204) Quo teftfmosto boni fe qoidpiaan prasftitiffe opiMbaat«r. Yet 
Mirchond' cnufl have coiidertincd their seiil, fince he approved the le^al 
toteraiion of the Magt, cei (the fire temple) pera£lo (iiigothi aoflf* ocnw, 
oti facra Moktmifiedls lege cattum, ab omnibtii ftt6heftH« |cofl€Hbaft ^ 
Hero efTelictiit 

. (20$) The hfi Magran of naiYie and p«wer appe«r«'«o "be Mardai^ 
the Dilemite, who, in the beginning of the n^^'Cczttury^ t^i^ned in th« 
northern provmces of )Per^a, near the Caspian Sifti (d^Herh(<K)t, Bibfiot. 
Orient, p. 3$$). Btit his foftfrers and fiicceflbrs, the Bt^idtu Cffbet 
frofeflTed or embraced the Mahometan faith; add oiAd^r <heir dyMliy 
(A. D. 93^—1020) f ftould piacc Iht f|U of i!ie reUgMtftf ZMo^fter. 
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fo^mres and mechanje trades ; xtd they cukivato 
the earth witjs die fervour of a religioua duty. 
Their %nQran<e vhhfteod the ddpotifDii of 
Shaw Abbas, who demanded with threats and 
tortures. the poropbetic books of ^oroaiker ; and 
fbis obfeure remnant of the Magians is fpared 
by the moderation or contempt of their pre&nt 
ibvereigns (zo6). 

The nonhem coaft of Africa is the only knd D«dweaa4 
in which th« light of the Gofpei, after a langffX^^f^ 
and perfeA eftablifliment, has been totally ex* Airka. 
$higuifiied» The arts, which had been taught by 
Carthage and Ronie^ were involr ed in a cloud of 
ignorance; the doctrine of Cyprian and Auguf^ 
tin wa^ no longer ftudied. Five hundred epifco. 
]Hd du»rehe8 were overturned by the hoflile fury 
cf the Donatifts, the Vandals, and the Moora; 
The ^at and numbers of the clergy declined { 
$md the pec^le, without difcipline, or know« 
}edge, or hope, fubmiffively funk under the 
yoke of the Arabian prophet- Within fifty a. o. 7 4^ 
years aft^ the expuliion of the Greeks, a lieu- 
tenant of Africa informed the c^iph that the 
tribute of the infidels was abotiflied by their 
Gonverfiott (ao;) j and, though he fought to dif- 
guife his fraud and rebellion, his fpecious pre« 
fence wan drawn hon$ the rapid .and extepitve 
progrefs of the Mahometan faith. In the next a. d Rj?. 
age, an extraordinary miflion of five biftops 
was detached from Alexandria to Cairoan. 
They were ordained by the Jacobite patriarch 
to chcrifli and revive the dying embers of Cbrit* 

i%m^\ TlMpfdent ftfl^e of tbe GkcWst ia P«rfit^ ii tifceo from Sir 
jobi Clitr^t apt iideol iktt moA levelled, bnt fht moft jmlicioas tad inr 
4|«ifilivey of oar oockra tratcUtn (Voj^aget eai ftifk^ torn* ii. p. io^ 
pf^^iif. tti4^9). MMibietiwem PitCto dciU VtUc, Oleftfittiy Tka*. 
vooot, Tavtfntier^ &c. wbom I have froitie&ly |etr«hedy had oeitfaer 
aye^ nor acteaiioa for thh intcff ftia^ people. 

(^07 ) The Itottcr cf ▲Ma«lr»bii»n, g ovtraar or tjmiit of Africa, to 
C%*taiip^. Aboai Afata^ th^ firft of the Abbafidts, ia datad A. R ijs 
(CirdoQoe, liKtf de l^Afr^ue ec de rfifp^fle^ tpn. i. pt. M.}- 
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tianity (208) ; but the interpofition of a foreign 
prelate, a ftranger to the Latins, an enemy to 
the Catholics, fuppofes the decay anddiflblution 
of the African hierarchy. It was no longer the 
time when the fucceiTor of St. Cyprian, at the 
head of a numerous fynod, could maintain an 
equal conteft with the ambition of the Roman 
A. D. 1053 pontiff. In the eleventh century, the unfortu- 
-T*o7<« iiate pried who was feated on the ruins of Car- 
thage, implored the alms and the prote&ion of 
the Vatican ; and he bitterly complains that his 
naked body had been fcourged by the Saracens, 
and that his authority was difputed by the four 
fuffragans, the tottering pillars of his throne. 
Two epiftles of Gregory the feventh (209) are 
deftined to foothe the diflrefs of the Catholics 
and the pride of a Moorifli prince. The pope 
affures the fultan that they both worihip the 
fame God, and may hope to meet in the bofom 
of Abraham } but the complaint, that three bi-.* 
(bops could no longer be found to confecrate a 
brother, announces the fpeedy and inevitable 
ruin of the epifcopal order. The Chriftians of 
T^lls, Africa and Spain had long fmce fubmitted to the 
^^' pradice of circumcifion and the legal abftinencQ 

from wine and pork ; and the name of Moxara-* 
hs (210) (adoptive Arabs; was applied to theii" 

(208) Bibliothpqae Orlenttlc, p. 66. Rcoandot, Hift. patritrdi. 
Alex. p. 187, ft88. 

(209) Among the Epiftles of the Popei, fee Leo IX. epift. 3. Gregor. 
VII. 1 i. epift.i2, 13. 1' Ut. epift. 19, 20, 210 find the criticifms of 
Pagi (tom.iv. A. D. 1053,. No 14. A. D. 1073, N« 13,), who invefti* 
gfttcs the ntmp tnd farDily of the Moorifh prince, with whom the proiul* 
eH of the Roman pontiffs fo p<jlitely correlpondi. 

(210) Mozarabcs, or Moftarabes, aJfcttitii^ ai it is interpreted in 
Lattii (Pocock, Specimen HiO. Arabam, p. 39, 40: Biblioc Artbico- 
Hifpana, toir, i. p. 18.). The Mosarabiclitargy, the ancient riciial of 
the church of Toledo, has been attacked by the popet, and expofed to 
thedovbcfvl trials of^thefword and of 6re (K4ariao. Hift. Htfpan. torn, 
i. I. IK. c. i8«p. 378). It waf-, or rather it is, in the Latin tongae; 
yet in the xi«*» century it was found neceffary (A. M. C. 1687, A. D. 
1039.) to traofcribe an- Arabic verfioo of the canons of the cooncila of 
Spain (Bibliot. Arab, Hiip. torn. i. p. S47')> for the ofe of the bilMpc 
and clergy io the Moorifli kingdfma* 

civil 
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civil or religious conformity (211). About the 
middle of the twelfth century the worfhip of 
Chrift and the fiicceffion of paftors were abolifli- 
ed along the coaft of Barbary, atid in the king- 
doms of Cordova and Seville, of Valencia and 
Grenada (Z12). The throne of the Almohades, 
or Unitarians, was founded. on the blindeft fa- 
naticifm, and riieir extraordinary rigour might 
be provoked or juftified by the recent viftories 
and intolerant zeal of the princes of Sicily and 
Caftille, of Arragon and Portugal. The faith 
of the Mozarabes was occafionally revived by 
the papal miffionaries ; and, on the landing of a. 0.153$. 
Charles the fifth, fome families of Latin Chrif* 
tians were encouraged to rear . their heads at 
Tunis and Algiers. But the feed of the gofpel 
was quickly eradicated, and the long province 
from Tripoli to the Atlantic has loft all memory 
of the language and religion of Rome (srtj). 

After the revolution of eleven centuries-, xh^ Toicratj«i 
Jews and.Chriftians of tie Turkifli empire enjoy ^^J^« 
ihe liberty of confcience: which was granted by 
•the Arabian calipis. Dming the firft.^jage of 
theconqueft, they fufpcfted the loyalty of the 
Catholics, whofe name-qf ;Melchites .betj?ayed 
tteir fecret attachment jo ithef Greek . emjj^rpr, 

(lit) About diie noddle' of ihe stfMv . cfiotiu^V i the cUr^^of .Card.iu 
'whs reproached with this criminal compliance,' by the intrepwi envoy '6S 
Che emperor Otho I. (Vjt. Johan. Gorz, in Secul. Bened a. V. No 115, 
. «pad Pleory,- Jii f|, Ecqlef. torn, xi i . p. : 9 1 . ), - : . 

(iia) Pagi, Crluca« torn. iv. A..D. ,,1149, (No.^, 9. He. jaQ-ly.,^!^ 
fervea, that ^heo, Seville, fire, were retaken *.by>Fer«jioand .f CaHil?, 
no CbrKliaoji, CKcept C|ip(ive6, were /ofw,od,io. the piace; ,and ih»t the 
Mozarabic churches of Africa and Spain, de^ribed by James i^Vitiiacoi, 
^A D. iii8.(Hi(|. H'erot'ol. c. So^ p* log^.'in pelt Dei *p<^r V < ^nwos ), 
are copied from tome older book. 1 (hail add, that the. d^te of the 
.^egira 677 (A. -D.' 1178^ nroll app)y;jto.th«(^jcopj, not the compolkion, 
.i^fa treatife of jnrifprndence, which (tates thq. civil rights of the Chrii;. 
tiaos of Cordova (BibKot. Arab. . Hifp* > torn. J. p. 431.); and, that the 
Jews were the only dilTenters whom^Jbal-'W^^lejl, king of Greonda (A. 
X>: 131 3)« Tould either difcomnCenaiKe or. toler4^e.(tom. ii. pu i8&.). ' 

(21 })Reiuiudot,,Hift, Patriarch. Ai«K< Rt ^^^.l^eo Africaavs would 
have flattered his Roman maflerc^ coald h^-.l^ave difi^vored any Utrjtf 
relict of the Chriftiaaity of Africa. 

while 
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white the NeAomtis and Jacobites^ iiis xnvete*^ 
rate enemies^ approved themfelves the GsnOsn 
and voluntary friends of the Mahometan gavem« 
ment (114). Yet this partial jeakmfy was Ideated 
by time and fubmxilion : the chnrches of Egypt 
were (hared with the Catholics (21c;); feud all 
the Oriental fe£ts were included in the conunoo 
benefits of toleration. The ranL, the iminuai*- 
tieS) thedomeftic jurlfdiftiot^ of^the'psxnarchs^ 
the biihops^ and the clergy^ w«re proOeiSted by 
the civil tnagiftrate : the ieamisi^ t^f iindividiuilif 
recammeAdad thiem to the employments dF &*- 
cretaries and phyiici^ns : tbty were enrkfeed by 
the lucrative oolle>aion of the ireTCtiue ; and 
their merit was fometimes raifed to die oom- 
fnand of chies and provinces. A cafifA of the 
houfeof Abbas was heaixi to detilare that she 
Chtiftiam W€*etnofl: worthy tif tnitt in the aA- 
miniftr^i^Mi of Perfitt; ^ The Moflcans/^ faid 
tiCj " will abufe thfeir prdent Sktiine 4 tiieMa- 
<^ giani mgret tbdr hUen ^rearnds ; and tb^ 
^^ jew» are Impatieiit for their flfpproadimg ckii- 
w*lff,m. ^' ^^^^<^^ (2t6}.'* But the*ives <rf de^tafm 
^t expofdd to the aitfewiftfives of lam^tir and 
idif^ce. The Kikptive churches of the >Edl 
^ave|»een dftifkd iti '^very age by the Avarice 
or bigotry of their rulers ; and the ordinary 
lindlegall tdfttiiftts tfiiift bfe tfffbnlitftt* tfie pride 

(214) Abfit (fafd the Cttb4rKS»t6>th« VfHi^ df^gdtd) ^C-JpnH l«(Jo'fii' 
Ikair NtJAolrkaoir, <)Qd!^vnn filter JArtkbak taol^ tKtts hthc e!l4 ^ ^Ot^on 

4Ne^ of t^e NHlbnafn ^d^r'IM teAphfr. TlMt df the >Jkd0ble«l> Is «n<M« 
<oltc-f:iy %ti^tf th tire l^rdUftlinSry Difl^itilkM '4t A^'feldAd vMui^ 

(ii§) lEtfty^. AMsahiVMi. H. )>. )S4. ^, ^. 'Rtte«%l<Rv HMLtHk- 
Tritnh. Alek-t'^St ^^.'i^- ip- A a'filt<tfffllfefyiotaoeil«4{t« l*M^ 

. -tfefon iMd fefi obi)i94[ioii9to'ih6 A4^6iM 

^H heM th«i^ inait tiie^^^ AViMh; tfi^rMitklMlof ^ lllAflSi^ ^fle- 
1kM*i^ liMMt. OH^tfl: cbrA. rr.- |k y^). 

or 
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or the ieal o£ the QmftSaBs (^^i 7). About two 
himdred ^€ars aftei^ Maihoiiiet^ tlitey wtxt &pif 
Tstcd from thffir fellDi^-firi>}ed^ by a tutbw ott 
girdle of. ia left hondin»bfe colour; inilaad oi 
borfas or ntuks, tliey wttc condemned to rtde 
OD d/&Bi tn^tUe attkvdr of ivomciu Thdtr 
poMic a^ private bttiidMgS' were meafiured by 
a dinfimkiTe ihcndard} in the ftreeti or the 
baths, it k their duty to give way or bow dowa 
befsire the meaiieft aS thc:pasfpU ; and fhek te(^. 
tittiony k r^cftgd,^ if it may teod to th^ prd^ 
jcdiice cf a true beHever. The pomp of procef^ 
ficiks^ tiie' found of jtndls ot of ptalmody^ it inf 
terdid;ed iatbdr worfiiip^ a deomt reretenc® 
&r cbe ttadolul fiatb is impaStA o» tbeif fcr* 
tUMai and conttr&tiotis i audtfaefacvilegioui at»i 
€iG»npt toiiefUttii a mofd^ or td fedoce a MufuU 
Hian^ veitbnot be iu&red to* dbape with, kixpi^ 
ikity. In^a time batrcrcr of '. tiiaoqiuiility aitd itift 
dee the CSirtftiaos^ have isteyer beeUt icoseipelkid 
u^-iiMcmnte the GoQi^l or to ennbracc ll» Kpca^^ 
btic the {imiftbcGant of deaib it onflidbd on rii6 
d^«eee wbOihanre prdfiefiedb find idefietrted 1^ 
hf^6f Mifboitoetu The manidra ^ Cos^^ya 
^iJvobedvdsdtfoMeiiceof tfae^^, by the j^b^ 
ItoMi^liruttodEiheihiiicoriftknb^^ or didr padl&r 
dttCfte itn^eSite^agailiil^eifBrfi^ asdrcUgloi]^ 

t J • '.•;ii V'.-. .'-J L ' :.r :;: V ^^ ' . J • 

'; .(if y) &j^4) ^ij^ ^^ tif^*^y^9^nff ^« «Agm«Uaf "policy 
•nd jurifpr«|^enc^ YDiifenat. torn, iiT., i. 1*6^10.}. TBc'opprtlivc 

&i«t( tP^iit^icffi^J^'^l^^s iAjMial; tM. M. ^ 4484 «b4 d'tfcHbeiot 
(Bibli6c. Orieat. p. 640^, A petlecotiod of tne' dilipli Ort«af t)'. 1% te- 
tkMf ariH to^^<>IAW]f «^«hlfted>^yUK4Ma^'rln!l«rf^ (e«i»tf9/ 

*^i«f*n»e martyrs of CorioVa fX.-^.''^o,ikt:) <rt trontrieitt^tMl' 
tnd juftified by St. Eulogiaa, who tt length fell a'vi£lim himielf. A 
iyMM^ • tofie o fai i)i llHl' xUii^K flfBhilMoWly- ccnTored Aeir raihiwH^. 
t9ib nMderiOeFl«lMyc»ilBCJ^rt«M€iU'<Neir goadiiA wiik the dirdpliM 
o#iio|i§fitf4.<«tt«rdi6 riiii*rk#d«'PiC|ir«» ^9 ;tf Veoiy. liil ttxks^ 
tfiDbt>.p 41%^^^$%^ f«#ti(teMy p^-irfiu $od, 50^ ) Th«r iutbeo- 
tic afis throw*^»a0f||itlMK>«h trMlicBt jigbtMi the iS^ootft ch«rf:ii m the 
h^^ century. 

• . At 
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TJl'nf'Ihe ^^ *® ^^^ ^^ *^ ^^ century of the Hegira^ 
cailpV ^ the caliphs were the nioft potent and abfolutd 
A. D.J I s. monarchs of the globe, llieir prerogative was 
not circumfcribedy either in right or.in fad, by 
the power of the nobles, the freedom of the 
commons, the privileges of the church, the votes 
of a fenate, or the memory of a free conftitution^ 
The authority of the companions of Mahomet 
expired with theif lives ; and the chiefs or emirs 
of the Arabian tribes IdFt behind, in the defert^ 
thefpirit of equality and indq^endence. Th^ 
regal and facerdotal charaders wereunited in 
the fucceflbrs of Mahomet; .and if the Koran 
Was the rule of their anions, they were the fu- 
preme judges and interpreters . of that divine 
book. They reign«d by the right of conqueft 
over the nations of the £aft, to whom the name 
of liberty was unknown, and who were accuf- 
tomed'to appUudi :in their, tyrants the ads of 
tidleqce and fe^rity that were/CSKcrcifed at their 
own eicpence. > Under the hfl o3 the Ommiades, 
the Arabian empire extended twoiiundred days 
jsoariiey from eaft tb: weft, fromilthe confines of 
Tartary knd India to the fliores of the Atlantic 
oceati. ' Arid if we retrench the. flccve of the 
robe; is^ it w ftyied'.by their j.ijrfiteis,, the long; 
aiid;^ narrow proviofce. of Africa^ the fblid and- 
compad dominion from Fargaz^atfi Aden, from 
Tarfus to Surat, will fpread on every fide to the 
tneafure of foutj&r fiVe montfe^^f .di6 ifiarch of 
acaravan (219); IKfe fliouli. vainly. -feek the, 
indiffoluble u&jpn.and eafy obedience that per- 
vaded the government of Auguflusand the An- 
^pnines ; but the ^ progrefs of ^he Mahometan 

/ . . ... ..-!..:, 

-(lip) See the trticles EJlamfeb {u wefay Cbfiflendom), iothcBibli- 
otheque Orieotale (p. 515.)- This chart of the 'Mahometaa -world U 
foiled by th€ author, Ebn. Ali^irdi, to the ye«r of the He^ira 385 (A. 
D. 99$). Since that trme, the-'fofTes in Spain h*ve been ovcrbaUnced by 
the conquefti in lodii, TarcirV,: and the £ac<»^eaii'Tiirke7. 

religion 
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teligion diffufed over this ample fpace a general 
refemblance of manners and opinions. The 
language and laws of the Koran were ftudied 
with equal devotion at Samarcand and Seville : 
the Moor and the Indian embraced as country. 
men and brothers in the! pilgrimage of Mecca ^ 
and the Arabian language was adopted as the 
popular idiom in all the provinces to the weft- 
ward of the Tigris (aao)* 

(%io) The Artbic of the Koran is tangfat as t dead laogttage iii the 
college of Mecta. By the Danifh traveller, this ancient idiom is cbmparedi 
to the Latin; the vulgar tongae of Hejaz and Yemen to the Italian; 
atid the Arabian dialers of Syria, Egypt, Africa, &c. to the Proven- 
cal, Spaniflij tad Portogaefc (Nicbnhr, Defcription de TArabie, p. 74> 
&c.)* 



END OF VOL. IX, 
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